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WN earty fifteen months have elapsed since the Committee of » 
_ the Sunday School Union Society made their first Annual 
Report. That Report exhibited the results of an experiment 
“for enlightening the populous poor in this city and its envi- 
rons, which, though made with confidence by those who under- 
stood and % cpredisiad the system, was objected to by some 
as unnecessary, and by still more as impracticable. The 
ms Report, however, furnished such decisive answers to these 
z objections, as we believe for ever to have settled the ques- 
tion. © 
During the lapse referred to, yourCommittee have been 
diligently employed in the discharge of those duties imposed 
upon them by the Society. ‘They have watched with no less 
__ anxiety than pleasure, the progress of those efforts to benefit 
their fellow-citizens, which have called forth the talent, and 
enlisted the benevolence of so many individuals. Under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, they have seen the system 
taking deep root in public opinion, and identifying itself with 
_ the best feelings of the human heart. They have seen this 
~ plant of the Lord’s right hand planting, spreading its branches, 
extending its genial inenee through different parts of the 
Union, and bearing heavenly fruit in all those who have re- 
posed beneath its protection. 
Your Committee have the pleasure of reporting an increase 
of six schools since our last annual meeting. The whole 
“number is now 34 schools, conducted by 50 Superintendents 
and 359 Teachers. The number of scholars on the rolls is 
‘about 3500, of ‘which 2200 attend with great regularity, and 
the remainder but irregularly, owing to a variety of causes. 
The‘measurés which have recently been adopted for looking 
after the delinquents, will, your Committee trust, be success- 
 fulin persuading them to a more constant attendance. 
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Your Committee are happy to report, that the Visiting 
Committee, which could be but slightly noticed in their last 
Annual Report, have increased in strength and efficiency. 
The number of gentlemen engaged in this most interesting 
employment is 32. For mutual encouragement they meet 
every Saturday evening at each others’ houses,when they com- 
municate whatever is important, and give the combined result 
of their various observations on the preceding Sunday. At 
these meetings suggestions for improvements in the schools 
generally are originated, and from thence communicated to 
your Committee, who never fail to adopt such of their plans 
as they deem essential to the welfare of the schools. For the 
last six months, their duty has been more arduous than ordi- 
nary, as they have attended to examine the scholars in their 
Scripture lessons, and in the distribution of certificates for 
good behaviour ; in hearing the number of chapters or verses 
committed to memory, and bestowing the rewards. This, 
though laborious, has been to the Visiting Committee a most 
pleasing duty. It has given them a view of the Sunday School 
system in its best form—its most glorious fruit. They have 
seen that precious word of the living God, which at first was 
but committed to memory from obedience to the Teachers, at 
length fastened on the heart, and rivetted in the affections of 
the pupil. Your Committee cannot therefore but call the 
particular attention of the Society to the Visiting Committee, 
as deserving of their warmest thanks: nor can they dismiss 
this part of the Report without remarking, that they consider 
it no small proof of the deep interest which the Sunday School 
system is calculated to inspire, that so many gentlemen can 
be found, enjoying all the comforts and even luxuries of life,men 
engaged also in the activities and the fatigues of business, 
during six days in the week, voluntarily devoting a great part 
of the seventh to the investigation of the moral improvement 
in the Sunday Schools. Your Committee may challenge the 
whole records of benevolent exertions to produce more disin- 
terested and unostentatious devotion to the welfare of human 
beings, than has been produced by the system of Sunday 
Schools. Your Committee, in order to give more force to the 
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general plan, by the advice and with the concurrence of the 
Superintendents and Teachers, resolved upon dividing the 
city into 12 districts. To each district has been assigned 


two ‘or more schools, according ‘to the population of the dis- 


ict. The object in doing this was two-fold ;—to prevent 


~ the scholars from either going to an inconvenient distance, or 
changing their schools at their own pleasure; but above all, 


to make the plan of visitation from the Teachers more efficient 


by narrowing its boundaries, and enabling them to devote 


more time to the collection of new scholars. So far as this 
new regulation has been tried, and the duties of the gentle- 
men engaged in this more irksome, but very important em- 
ployment, have been faithfully discharged, the good effects 
have been evident. 

Sensible that the moral effect of instruction must be much 
impeded by inattentive and irreligious parents, your Commit- 
tee have been led to adopt a plan for visiting them at their 
own houses. This, however, has been retarded by the mul- 
tiplied duties both of your Committee and the Teachers—yet 
it has not been neglected. The parents have in numerous 
instances been visited by those Teachers who, never wearied 
in well-doing, have devoted the intervals of school hours, and 
their leisure in the week, to this benevolent object. From 
this much good has resulted. Parents have in most instances 
received their visits with gratitude; have evinced a growing 
attention to, and a more earnest concern for, their children, 
and as the natural effect, exhibit an improvement in their own 
moral conduct. 

Your Committee are also gratified to report, that the disci- 
pline, so necessary and yet so difficult to establish in Sunday 
Schools, has much improved during the past year. The ut- 
most order and attention to the wishes of the Superintendents 
and Teachers, every where appears. This regularity in dis- 
cipline has been produced by kindness alone. Persuasion 
forms the only weapon of the Sunday School Teacher, and it 
Has been found all-effectual. Even the most obstinate have 
by this cause been subdued ; nor have instances been wanting 
of some who appeared so hardened as to make their dismis- 
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sion from the School absolutely necessary, afterwards return- 
ing, and emulating the most orderly in their future conduct. 

It has been the desire of your Committee as much as possi- 
ble to interest the Clergy of our city in promoting Sunday 
School instruction. They have looked to them as the legiti- 
mate guardians of the morals and religion of our unprotected 
youth. Not only has their co-operation been sought, but they 
have been invited to spend at least one hour at the Schools, 
once a month, in examining the pupils respecting their pro- 
gress in religious knowledge, and in giving them suitable ad- 
vice on those subjects connected with their present and eter- 
nal welfare. The important avocations, however, of many of 
the Clergy, have been such as to prevent a compliance with 
the request of your Committee—and the Schools consequent- 
ly within their sphere have been left entirely to lay-instruc- 
tion. On the other hand, several of the most respectable pas- 
tors, of various denominations, have not only from their re- 
spective pulpits zealously recommended the Sunday Schools as 
fountains of pure morals, and of genuine religion, but have 
devoted much time in visiting the Schools themselves; and in 
imparting that spiritual instruction, which it is the great ob- 
ject of your system to extend. Considering the weight which 
pious Ministers must always have over the minds, of youth, 
and the numerous instances on record of the good which lias 
flowed from their labour and example, your Committee can- 
not but regret that the Sunday Schools have not had more of 
their personal attention. 

One great feature in the Sunday School system, and for 
which it has throughout been distinguished, is the attention 
which has been paid to piste instruction. Like the great 
BIBLE society, which it preceded, it has been its glory to 
bury sect, in its solicitude to make known the unadulterated 
word of truth. To this duty the attention cf your Committee 
has been particularly called; and with feelings of affectionate~ 
gratitude, they express their thanks for the uniform and zeal- 
ous manner in which their plans have been carried into effect 
by the Superintendents and Teachers. 

It has been made a duty of those Scholars, who could read 
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the Bible, to commit certain portions of the Scriptures to me- 
mory during the week, and repeat them either to the Teach- 
ers or Visitors on Sunday. They have been rewarded by a 
ticket valued at one cent for each chapter committed.—To 
these have been added punctual attendance, and good beha- 
viour tickets, 30 of which entitled the holder to a Testament, 
and 75 toa Bible. The ambition which has been excited, and 
the signal success of this part of the system, your Committee 
deem it to be their duty, as it is their delight, to dwell upon 
for a few moments. ; 

The instances’ are too numerous to be all noticed—but a 
few shall be selected. One boy committed no less than 26 
chapter in the course of four weeks.—This may be consider- 
ed as extraordinary. There are few Schools, however, who 
do not report from 3 to7 chapters. One School reports that 
54 chapters had been committed by 14 Scholars—16 of which 
were repeated by one Scholar alone, a boy but 8 years old. 
Since the last distribution, 7 tickets in one School, where but 
150 Scholars regularly attend, 550 chapters, containing near- 
ly 17,000 verses, have been committed within a period of 
about six months! In another School, the highest class had 
committed 80 chapters in 3 months. A School consisting of 80 
Scholars, committed in the last two months 57 chapters, mak- 
ing about 2000 verses ; another of 60 scholars had repeated 
112 chapters in 3 months.—In a School which does not par- 
ticularly enumerate, they report that the largest number of 
chapters committed by one boy since the distribution of tick- 
ets was’ 45. The last which we shall name is a School which 
has always been exemplary for its improvement : the Super- 
intendent reports, that one boy, who had to work at a trade, 
had, notwithstanding, committed 300 verses in one week ; and 
in 3 months, had committed 1000 verses. During the last quar- 
ter, 6088 verses had been committed by the different boys. 

Your Committee being convinced that the plan of commit- 
ting scripture to memory, though excellent in itself, would lose 
muchrpf its effect if some mode was not adopted for giving it 
a more permanent impression, recommended at a very early 
period the necessity of frequent examinations. They also 
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advised that scholars should bring scripture proofs for the 
most leading doctrines of our holy religion. This plan, while 
it exercised their ingenuity and understanding, was calculated, 
in the opinion of your Committee, to produce much higher 
effects. They have not been disappointed. Short sentences, 
comprising the simplest elements of the religion of the Re- 
deemer, and heads of doctrines in which all Christians could 
agree, have been given to the scholars, and proofs required 
by the succeeding Sunday. Your Committee regret that the 
time will not allow their entering into detail on this part of 
their duty. Suffice it to report—that the scholars have not 
only shown in their proofs an uncommon acquaintance with 
the scripture, and a great aptitude in applying the proper 
texts, but many of them have been led to more serious 
thoughts respecting their responsibility to that God who 
searcheth the heart; and have offered up their youthful peti- 
tions to Him who is foul of all those who seek him early. 

A short time previous to your lgst annual meeting, it was 

recommended to the Superintendents and Teachers to hold a 
monthly meeting of conference and advice on the subjects of 
their duty in general. At this meeting your Secretary, Mr. 
Lord, (who is now in Europe) presided with that sound wis- 
dom, discretion, and Christian deportment, which renders him 
an ornament not only to your Society, but to every thing con- 
nected with Christian benevolence. This association has 
continued with increasing interest to the present time. At 
‘this meeting some of your Committee have occasionally at- 
tended, and they can bear ample testimony to its beneficial 
effects. The different Teachers here become acquainted 
with each other; plans of improvement are proposed and 
discussed ; difficulties which at first appeared insuperable 
are remoyed, and the hands of all are strengthened in the 
great work in which they have voluntarily engaged. Your 
Committee therefore hope, that the Superintendents and 
Teachers will be encouraged to proceed in their uniting to- 
gether for mutual support, and they ardently pray that the 
blessing of God may rest on all their deliberations. 
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Your Committee also find that meetings for prayer have 
been instituted by the Superintendents and Teachers, to which 
both scholars and parents are invited, and at which many of 
them attend. * Much good has been the result. The effects of 
religious instruction upon the scholar, which your Committee 
at the commencement ventured to say would rise to the pa- 
rent, is now beginning powerfully to operate. Many of the 
children having become deeply thoughtful about their immor- 
tal souls, have conveyed the sentiment and the feeling to the 
parent. Some of them have evidenced the conviction by re- 
pentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.— 
Others, by a more moral course of conduct; greater solicitude 
about their children, and an attendance on divine ordinances. 
Thus has God watered the seed .sown by feeble instruments, 
which is producing fruit to his own glory. : 

Your Committee are happy to report, that the effect on the 
Teachers in general is not less striking than has been this 
system on parents and children. Morally, and intellectually 
they are many of them new beings. It is in the very nature 
of benevolent exertion to refine and elevate the feelings. 
The constant exercise also of the mind on such subjects calls 
forth its latent powers, while it gives them both expansion and 
employment. But above all, the weekly recurring duty of 
religious instruction is calculated to produce serious reflections 
in the most careless—how much more in minds already pre- 
pared for the best impressions! Your Committee feel it, 
therefore, an exhilarating part of their duty to refer to the 
quarterly reports, in which the blessed effect of your system is 
so often noticed; and are well assured that they will be 
joined by every member of the Society in offering up grateful 
praise to that God, who has made his grace effectual to the 
enlightening of so many individuals, and bestowing on them 
the gifts of his own spirit. One Church can number more 
than 20 Teachers, who have been added to its communion; 
and many others haye received into their bosom living mem- 
bets from the same source. What encouragement, then, does 
this give for you to proceed in this your elevated course! You 
have blessed, and shall be aiggas 
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The Superintendents and Teachers continue with the same 
zeal and steadiness to fulfil their respective duties. To them 
the support and increase of the Sunday Schools is chiefly in- 
debted; and it is a remark which your Committee wish ever 
to keep before the Society, that where the schools decline, it 
is generally to be traced to the neglect of the Teachers, 
rather than to the indifference of parents, or the reluctance of 
scholars ; and where they are found in the most successful 
operation, there every man is regularly found at his post, dis- 


charging his solemn obligations, and promoting to the utmost » 


in his power the dearest interests of those children which Pro- 
vidence has placed under his care. 

Your Committee report, that since the last Annual Meeting 
they have ordered the following books, lessons, and tracts, to 
be printed :-— ‘ 
10,000 


Alphabets and Small Lessons’ - - - - 
Large Lessons in sheets - - - - - 11,000 
Spelling Book, PartI. — - - - - -. 7,500 
Do. GO de ye = - - - - 5,000 
Class Papers - - - - - - - 6,000 
Tickets for Punctual Attendance, Good Behaviour, 
and committing the Scriptures - - wis - 30,000 
Numerical Register - - - - - - 100 
Sunday School Rewards, No. 2 . - - 5,000 
Raflle’s Sunday School Teacher’s Monitor - 2,000 
The Second and Third Address of the Sunday School 
Committee to Parents - - - - - - 10,000 
Plan for selecting Scripture, to be committed to me- 
mory by the Scholars - - - - - -  , 200 


The sale of books since your last Annual Report, for the 
use of Sunday Schools in this and other States, has been con- 
siderable, as will appear from the Treasurer’s account. 

Your Committee have purchased 1000 Testaments. They 
also gratefully acknowledge liberal donations of Bibles and 
Prayer Books, from the Auxiliary Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society of New-York; of Bibles from the New-York 
Bible Society; of Bibles and Testaments from the New. 
York Auxiliary Bible Society ; and of a considerable quanti-. 
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ty of the broken sheets of the Bible, from the Amcrican Bible 
Society. These last having been bound up and used in seve- 
ral parts, have prevented a great expenditure to the Socicty, 
and have enabled your Committee also to supply a number of 
them to schools in the country. 

Your Committee have again to return their thanks to those 
gentlemen who have furnished them with school-rooms without 
any remuneration. Some congregations also have shown a 
noble example in the erection of buildings, in which accom- 
modations for the Sunday Schools attached to their respective 
Churches have been particularly provided for. This exant- 
ple your Committee hope will excite many others to the same 
good work. The expense to any one Church is comparatively 
small ; but the saving to the Society is great, and the benefit and 
comfort of the scholars lasting. It also reflects equal honour, 
andconfersas lasting benefit on the Church itself. The children, 
educated as it were within its walls, nurtured by the affections 
of its members, instructed frequently by its minister, and trained 
up in its doctrines and its precepts, are gradually imbibing 
those principles which will ultimately lead them to receive 
the truth as it is in Christ; and thus in the course of time to 
fill the places of their benefactors. Whata reward this offers 
for their pious exertions! The children of the dust, the ne- 
glected, the vicious, and the poor, redeemed by their: instru- 
mentality—raised to a seat among God’s people, are destined 
to profess the truth, and to support its cause, when the authors, 
under providence, of their happiness, shall be sleeping with 
their fathers ! 

The expenses incurred by the Socicty will be found in the 
statement of the Treasurer, where also the present state of the 
funds will be seen. The resources, your Committee are sorry 
to observe, are at present but small ; but they rely on that gene- 
rosity of character which has so long distinguished this city, 
to provide them with the means of carrying on that system 
which returns in its moral effect, whatever may be contributed 
tovits support. Your Committee are further concerned to 
state, that the annual subscriptions have fallen far short of 
what they first promised. With the expense of collecting, and 
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the number of those who have neglected to pay the smail pit- 
tance required from them, but very little has gone into your 
treasury : norcan your Committee conceal that this cannot be 
considered as a very adequate source for supplying the 
wants of the schools in future. 

Your Committee are enabled to report on the establishment 
and progress of Sunday Schools in different parts of our Coun- 
try. This part of the Report, however, must generally be 
imperfect. The extent of territory, the various new settle- 
ments, with the difficulty of either conveying or of receiving 
information, must operate against a complete history ; but with 
all these obstacles, the communications are numerous and in- 
teresting. 

In July last a school was established at Petersburg, in Vir- 
ginia, under the care of the Presbyterian Church, which re- 
ports on its list 184 scholars, most of whom have given proofs 
of improvement both in morals and learning. A “ Sunday 
School Union Society” was formed in Cincinnati in September 
last. One great object was to provide for the education of 
those numerous families, who, in emigrating from the north- 
ern states, have expended their little substance, and are often 
found in the largest towns in a destitute condition. The So- 
ciety already report the opening of six schools for white chil- 
dren in Cincinnati and its vicinity, containing nearly 500 scho- 
lars. The Ladies also, with praiseworthy emulation, have 
opened an African school, into which they have admitted pay 
from the age of seven to sixty five years. 

The “ Boston Society for the Instruction of the Poor,” re- 
port in October last having admitted 500 into two schools, not 
ene fourth of whom could read words of one syllable, and the 
greatest part did not even know their letters. In Hartford, 
Connecticut, the subject is but just awakening the public at- 
tention ; but in New London and Fairfield, schools have been 
opened under very auspicious circumstances, and with consi- 
derable success. In January last a school was opened/at 
Brownsville, in Pennsylvania, with 109 children, which on 
the following Sabbath increased to 150. In the same month 
a school was opened by the Baptist Society in Pittsburgh, 
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which admitted in a short period 70 scholars. “The Associ- 
ation for promoting Sabbath Schools in Pittsburgh,’’ also re- 
port their having opened eight schools, containing about 400 
pupils. 

In Fredericksburgh, (Va.) the Episcopal Society report 
150 Sunday scholars, and in rapid improvement, under their 
care. The number under the superintendance of other de- 
nominations in that city, is about 250. A school which com- 
menced in Fayetteville, N. C. in October, 1816, with but 3 pu- 
pils, is now increased to 80, and is represented as in a flourish- 
ing state. The first quarterly Report of the Savannah Sunday 
School, numbers 126; and if your Committee may judge from 
the zeal which, in common with other associations, distin- 
guishes this Society, much good will result from its establish- 
ment. 

At Canonsburgh, in Pennsylvania, the students of Jeffer- 
son College established a school in October last, which has 
continued to prosper ever since. ‘The example of these pious 
young men deserves particular notice, and your Committee 
hope that it will soon be followed by similar institutions. 

In the state of New-York, the system of Sunday School in- 
struction has struck its roots deep in the opinions and feelings 
of our citizens. Wherever its principles have been made. 
known, they have commended themselves to every man’s 
judgment and conscience. They have at once perceived in 
its provisions all that was necessary to raise the depressed, to 
give light to such as sit in darkness, and to restore to their 
moral elevation in society such as, without the system which 
we now, commemorate, would have been its pests. From va- 
rious quarters your Committee have received the most encour- 
aging reports; but they can only present very brief notices 
of the most material. 

The Presbytery of Niagara, in their Circular to the Churches 
under its care, dated Buffalo, 2d April, 1818, have, by a spe- 
cial resolution of their body, recommended the establishment 
of Sabbath Schools. “On this subject,” says the circular, 

-“ We would say but little. Experience has fully tested them. 
They are found to be the nurseries of the Church, and of good 
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society ; to serve the double purpose of enlarging and invigow 
rating the tender mind, and of storing it with the knowledge of 
God and of Divine things. They are owned and blessed of 
God wherever they are established.” 

In the village of Buffalo four schools have been opened : 
éne at Cayuga Creek, where one of the Buffalo scholars 
has become the teacher ; one at Lewistown, and another about 
five miles east ; which are attended by the Elders of some of 
the Churches, who open the schools and instruct the children 
in religious knowledge. In Fort Niagara, Lieut. Becker, who 
has recently been brought to a knowledge of the truth, has be- 
gun a school, which is now in successful operation. In New 
Hamburg, a school of 58 scholars ; in Thompson, two Schools 
containing sixty ; in Rome, two schools of 50 each; in Smith- 
town, two schools; at Stoneridge, one for people of colour ; 
and in Middletown, one school of great promise—have been 
formed, and are now shedding the rays of moral goodness on 
the surrounding population. 

The “ Troy Association for Sabbath Schools” are still pro- 
ceeding with distinguished zeal, intelligence, and success. 
They report one school in addition to their former number, in 
the city, besides one each at Auburn, Schaghticoke, Peltstown, 
Glensfalls, Whitehall, and Cattskill. They have also suppli- 
ed with Lessons, schools in St. Alban’s, Pittsford, and Pawlett, 
in the state of Vermont. This association further state, that 
the system is extending to many of the towns and villages ad- 
jacent to Troy, and that there is little doubt of its soon per- 
vading every part of that populous neighbourhood. The 
Trustees of Tarrytown Sunday Schools, report their having - 
admitted 236 scholars, and give at the same time the most 
pleasing accounts of the improvement of their pupils both in 
literary and religious knowledge. The school in Utica, after 
having met with many discouragements, has increased both 
in number and regularity. In Poughkeepsie, a Society has 
been formed, but your Committee are at present unable to 
report upon their progress. The school which commenced at 
‘Rockaway, N. J. in June, 1816, still flourishes, and one has 
recently been formed under every hope of success at Shrews- 
bury. 
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The “ Female Sunday School Union” of the city of New- 
York, still proceeds in its laudable course. Your Committee 
have marked its progress and its improvements, and rejoice 
in its success; and they call the attention of the public to 
an object of no ordinary interest, when they present to them 
this Society, exhibiting numerous individuals who are devot- 
ing the flower of their youth to the instruction of the destitute 
of their own sex. When it is considered that it is the 
FUTURE MOTHERS who are to form the habits of the successive 
generations ; who are to be the corrupted or the purified foun- 
tains of moral life through an extensive part of our communi- 
ty, your Committee hail this Society as one of the principal 
means by which vice is to be checked in its earliest stages, 
and virtue made to blossom in its most lovely fruits. 

In the city of New-York also, five schools have been form- 
ed under the care of the Episcopal Church, besides those 
which are attached to the “ Union Society.”? These schools 
contain about 800 scholars of both sexes. Your Committee 
mention these schools with great pleasure; for though they 
believe that “ union is strength,” and that more good is done 
by combined than by divided efforts, yet they rejoice in seeing 
the great work of educating the poor proceeding in every so- 
ciety of Christians. If the object be but accomplished, they 
are not solicitous by whom it is done; for they who are not 
against us, are on our side. 

Though no other Reports haye reached your Committee, 
yet they are well informed that numerous schools besides 
those mentioned have been established in various parts of the 
country. In obscure and remote villages, personal observa- 
tion has made some of your Committee acquainted with seve- 
ral schools under the superintendence of pious individuals, 
who are silently performing their duty in training up youth 
for immortality. The fruits of these labours will sogn appear 
in the moral and intellectual improvement of eo who 
_ will gratefully bless that benevolence which has thus snatched 
them from yice and ignorance, and brought them into the 
paths of virtue and truth. 
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It would extend this Report too much, did your Committee 
notice at length the progress of Sunday School instruction in 
other countries. They will therefore but briefly state, Ithat 
in Great Britain, whence it originated, it still remains in full 
vigour, and has already obtained a footing in France : that its 
branches are extending to the remotest parts of the earth. 
The Continent of Asia, the island of Ceylon, the interior of 
South Africa, and the.coasts of the West; in at least five towns 
adjacent to Sydney, in New South Wales ; and in the new set- 
tlements of Van Dieman’s Land, are schools established and 
flourishing. How cheering the idea, that wherever our 
language is heard, it is the harbinger of truth; and that 
wherever the feet of our common ancestors, or of our coun- 
trymen tread, they carry with them the means of enlightening 
the ignorant, of raising the depressed, and of civilizing the 
most barbarous. 

Your Committee, in bringing their Repert for the last year 
to a close, cannot but indulge in one or two remarks. 

The Reports which have been received are uniform i in their 
testimony as to the benefits resulting from the plan which has 
been adopted of committing Scripture to memory. Indeed 
your Committee consider it to be impossible, if this is perse- 
vered in, but that incalculable good to the individuals instruct- 
ed, and to all who are connected with them, must be the con- 
sequence. God will ownhis word. Fixed in the memory, it 
will find its way tothe heart. The fruit will appear in holy 
obedience to his commands; in reverence for his day; in ab- 
horrence of evil, in whatever shape it may appear; and in 
that order of deportment and piety of feeling and of conduct, 
which are. the distinguishing characteristics of unadulterated 
Christianity. 

The system which your Society is now called to commemo- 
»rate and applaud, approves and exults in one principle—the 
principle of the Bible—that “‘ God has made of one blood all 
the nations of the earth, and that he is no respecter of per- .. 
sons.” Hence your Society, in the distribution of its bene- 
volent intentions, knows no distinction of colour, no invidious 
separation. It looks only to the individual, as a moral and - 
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an accountable being, and in offering its humble endeavours 
to shed the rays of light on the regions of moral darkness, it 
recognizes the doctrine of the Apostle Paul, “ That there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, Scythian nor Barbarian, bond nor free ; 
but hat Christ is all andlin all.” 
, JAMES EASTBURN, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee. 
are ones 12th May, 1818. 


The Committee have received a letter from Andover, in 
Massachusetts, but too late to be inserted in its proper place, 
yet it is of too interesting anature to be passed over. The 
writer states that it toute take a sheet to give simply the 
names of the towns and villages in the interior of New-Eng- 
land, where Sunday Schools are established. He thinks there 
are between 2 and 300. The pupils being in general blessed 
with the first rudiments of learning, the principal object has 


ES 


been religious instruction, which has been attended with much - 


good. 


In order that the progress of those principles on which the 
prosperity of Sunday Schools is founded might be more fully 


known, the Committee have patronized, to the utmost of their’ 


power, a periodical work, entitled “ Tue Sunpay Scnoor 
Repository ;” and though the funds of the Society have not 
been pledged for its support, yet they deem it an imperious 
duty to recommend this work, not only to the patronage of 
the Society, but to the public in general. It is only by such 
means that the system and its success can be known in this 
country ; and they are sanguine in the hope, that so much en- 


couragement will be gtyeit as to defray at least the expense of 


publication. sa 
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Officers of the Society for the year 1818. 


RICHARD VARICK, Esq: PREstpENT. 
JOHN CAULDWELL, First Vick-PRESIDENT. 


DIVIE BETHUNE, Second do 
RENSSELAER HAVENS, Third do 
ISAAC SEBRING, Fourth © do 


GUYSBERT B. VROOM, TreaAsvuRER, 
ELEAZER LORD, SEcRETARY. 


Committee. 

JAMES EASTBURN, JOSEPH OTIS, 
LEONARD BLEECKER, _ ZECHARIAH LEWIS, 
THOMAS CARPENTER, WILLIAM COLGATE, 
FRANCIS HALL, HUBERT VAN WAGENEN, 

CORGE P. SHIPMAN, JOHN E. HYDE, 
JOHN V. B. VARICK, HEMAN AVERILL, 
CHARLES RICHARDS, SAMUEL B. HARPER, 
VALENTINE MOTT, ISAAC IVES, 
DAVID L. DODGE, PELETIAH PERIT, 
JOHN NELSON, . ABIJAH FISHER. 


THOMAS STOKES, 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


New-York Sunday School Union Society, 
FORMED ON THE 26th FEBRUARY, 1816, 


AMENDED AT THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING, FEBRUARY 24, 1817. 
«* Fe * 


aes P ay bd 


ARTICLE I. ; 
This Associttion shall be denominated The New-York 
Sunday School Union Society. 
DPD 


if 


: Tig 

The objects of this Society shall be, to encourage and assist 
those engaged in the superintendence and instruction of Sun- 
day Schools; to promote the establishment of new Schools ; 
to improve the methods of teaching; and to unite the Chris- 
tian feelings, the counsels, and labours, of persons of different 
religious denominations, in these benevolent undertakings. 


,The Society shall consist of subscribers to its funds. of not 
less than one dollar per annum. Donors of fifteen dollars, or 
more, shall be members for life. 

IV. 

The concerns of this Society shall be managed by a Presi- 
dent, four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and a 
Committee of twenty-one members, to be chosen annually, by 
ballot, on the Tuesday next preceding the second Thursday 
of May. 

V. ; . 

It shall be the duty of the Committee, with the Presidenty 
Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and Secretary, in carrying into 
effect the objects of this Society, to provide the necessary 
books and papers, and, as far as. practicable, copies of the 
Scriptures, for the gratuitous use of all schools instituted and 
conducted by members of this Union; and also, as far as the 
funds will admit, to pay the incidental expenses of each school. 

VI. , 


Any five members, or a larger number, disposed to open a 
school to be benefited by the funds, shall choose suitable per- 
sons to be superintendents and teachers of the intended school; 
which persons, being thus chosen, and acting together as a 
Committee, shall apply to the Depositary of the Society for 
such books as their school requires; and shall also choose 
additional, superintendents and teachers when necessary, and 
at the end of the year appoint their successors. 
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Vil. 

The Committee shall provide a place of deposit for the So- 
ciety’s books, whence the Committees or Managers of the par- 
ticular schools may obtain them on application, accompanied 
by a statement of the quantity and description of articles 


wanted. : 
Vill. 

Quarterly meetings of the Officers and Committee of the 
Society shall be held on the third Thursday of April, July, 
October, and January, for the purposes of business, and of 
inguiry and consultation relative to the interests of the Union, 
and the best means of promoting them: at which meetings the 
superintendents and teachers of the different schools shall be 
requested to make a report of their proceedings during the 
preceding quarter, and of the number, age, and progress in 
earning of the scholars under their care ; and also to relate 
such instances of usefulness as may have resulted from their 
labours ; to propose improved methods of instruction; and to 
communicate whatever information may tend to promote the 
objects of the Society, or of the schools, 


The Officers and Committee shall have power to establish 
schools, and appoint gratuitous superintendents and teachers 
of them, in districts of the city where the objects of this Soci- 
ety are not otherwise carried into effect; and also to appoint 
visitors of all the schools patronised by the Society, whenever 
such a measure shall appear to them expedient. 


Special meetings of the Society shall be called by the Se- 
cretary, if requested by five members of the Committee, with 
the consent of the President ; every meeting shall be opened 
and closed with prayer; and at the anniversary a report from 
the Officers and Committee - be read. ' 

This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting 
of the Society, with the concurrence of two thirds of the mem- 
bers then present. 


LIFE 


Abee], Garrit B.  . : 
Adams, John . : 
Andrews, David 

Aspinwall, John . 
Astor, John Jacob . ms 
Auchincloss, Hugh “ 
A Friend to the Institution 
Bailey, Theodorus p 
Bayard, Wilham . 
Beekman, Henry - 
Benson, Robert A 7 
Benson, John 

Bethune, Divie 

Bliss, James C. 

Bogardus, Robert 

Bowne, Walter 
Brinckerhoff, Abraham 
Brinckerhoff, George 
Brinckerhoff, Abm. Jr. 
Buck, Gurdon 4 
Campbell, Duncan Pearsall 


Carpenter, Thomas ‘ 
Cauldwell, John 4 . 
Clarkson, Matthew . 
Colden, Cadwallader D. 
Coles, Joho B. 


Colgate, William . 
Collins, ‘Thomas 
Coster, John G. 
Coster, Henry A. 
Darling, Thomas 
Dash, John B, 
Depeyster, Frederick 
Dey, Anthony 

Dodge, Henry S. 
Emmet, Thomas Addis 
Ferguson, John 

Few, William 

Field, Moses T'. ; 
Fish, Whitehead ~ ; 
Fish, Abraham K. ‘ 
Fish, Nicholas : 
Gamage, Amory . 
Gelston, David . : 
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Glover, Jobn I. 
Griffin, George 


LIST OF 


SUBSCRIBERS 


TO THE 


New-York Sunday School Union Society. 


FEBRUARY 20, 1817. 


Hall, Francis . 
Hammond, Abijah 
Havens, Rensselaer 
Henderson, William 
Heyer, Isaac 

Hone, John 

Hone, Philip : 
Howard, William’ . 
Jackson, Amasa 
Jay, John . 
Jay, Peter Augustus 
Jones, Samuel, jr. . 
Ives, Isaac . 
Kane, John . 
Keese, John D. . 
Kip, Isaac L. ’ 
Kip, Charles I. ’ 
Lambert, John James 
Laurence, John B. 
Laurence, Augustine H. 
Leggett, Aaron H. 
Lenox, James ‘ 
Le Roy, Herman , 
Le Roy, Robert 
Lewis, Zechariah . 
Loomis, Lebbeus_ . 
Lord, Rufus L. ; 
Lydig, David 
Maclay, Rev. Archibald 
March, Charles 
McCormick, Daniel 
Mckvers, James. 
Mead, Whitman 


- Mead, Jared 


Metcalf, George 

Montgomery, John B. 
Munro, Peter Jay . 
Murray, JobnB. 
Neilson, William, jr. 
Ogden, Jonathan. 
Olmsted, Francis .« 
Oothout, John . 
Peshine, John F 
Pintard, John . 
Post, J oel ? 
Post, Jotham, jr. . 
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Prime, Nathaniel. - $15 4 Storm, Jacob : Sf 18 
Prince, Wm. A... . 15 Suckley, George. o)- 20 
FP. Ws y - 3 15 Suydam, John E ; 15 
Ray, Cornelius : 2 15 Tappan, Arthur. . 15 
Ray, Frederick W. Ad 15 Taylor, John * 15 
Remsen, Peter - Sow 15 Taylor, Najah : : 15 
Remsen, Daniel . oe 15 Thomas, Henry» . or 
Rich, ThomasL. . 15 Thompson, Robert : 15 
Riker, Richard . 15 Thomson, James. . 15 
Rogers & Son, N. . - 15 Thomson, Samuel . 15 
Rogers, Benjamin Woolsey 15 Tucker, Richard I. . 15 
Rogers, Archibald ‘ 15 Varick, Richard. . 50 
Roosevelt, James C. ’ 15 Van Rensselaer, Stephen. 50 
Roosevelt, James. . 15 Weed, Henry R. . 15 
Ratgers, Henry . . 15 Wells, John : . 15 
Séofield, Jesse é ° 15 Whitney, Stephen . ° 15 
Schuyler, Cornelius . : 15 Weyman, William . 15 
Sebring, Isaac 3 ; 15 Wilcox, Oliver . ‘ 15 
Sherred, Jacob aN pk 15 Williams, Eliphalet : 15 
Slidell, John s ‘ 15 Wilkes, Charles. : 15 
Smith, Nathaniel . : 15 Wyckoff, Henry I. a 15 
Stevens, Ebenezer . . 15 


Life Subscriptions received from the 20th of February, 1817, te 
May 9, 1817. 


Allen, Stephen F te BLS Milnor, Rev. James « $15 
Boorman, James. . 15 Mason, Rey. Dr. John M. . 15 
Blake, Robert é oe) 16 McCartee, Peter, jr. 15 
Boyd, Samuel ‘ ‘ 15 Mason, John (337 Broadway) 15 
Baker, William F ° 15 Marsh, Samuel ’ 15 
Chapman, William . . 15 Norwood, Andrew S. * 15 
Deforest, Alfred. ‘ 15 Olmsted, "Ralph . J 15 
Fisher, Abijah : ; 15 Rathbone, John - ee 20 
Gallagher, George . < 15 Richards, Nathaniel 4 15 
Goddard, Samuel. Per ang Uo Rankin, Henry 15 
Heyer, Garrit . . 15 Smith, William (Old Slip) - 15 
Harding, R. . ° 15 Shipman, George P. . 15 
Havens, Gabriel . x 15 Stokes, Thomas . . 15 
Harper, Samuel B, i 15 Thomeon, John F : 15 
Hurd, John R. : : 15 Varick, John V. B. é 15 
Halliday, Robert . » 15 Vernon, William . . 15 
Kelly, Robert . . 15 Warren. JohnG. . . 15 
Lord, Eleazer ; F 15 Walsh, James é: 15 
Murray, John, jr. . . 15 Wilder,'S. P53... . 25 
Masters, Thomas . , 15 Zabriskie, Christian ‘ 15 
Marshall, Benjamin a 15 


Annual Subscriptions received since last Report. 


Allen, Daniel K. (2years) - §2 Beach, Samuel te eS 
Andrews, Henry - euas 2 Bowie, Daniel - += - 1 
Aikins, David - 2° Brennan, Thomas - - 1 
Averill, HH. i aoe Oe Bleecker, G. N, - - 1 
Arcularius, A - 1 Brown, George - - 1 
Allee,J. = - - 1 Burling, L.S. - - = ] 
Ayres, S. & H. lig tt '* 1 Blount, Joseph + - - 1 
Bailey, Floyd S. (2years) - 2 Brower, John Be -, - . 1 
Bakewell, Thomas do - 2 Barton, Erastus — - - 1 

- 1 Bunn, Wm. H. se 1 


Bleecker, Leonard (1 year) 


a 


Cushman, D. A. 
Cauldwell, Cornelius 
Cleveland, Francis 
Cochran, Thomas 
Carter, Joseph 
Cooper, Gerardus A. 
Cisco, Peter F. 
Child, Francis, jr. 
Cox, William - 
Curtis, Thomas - 
Duvall, Joseph (2 years) 
Dando, Stephen do 

Dey, John O. do . 
Dash, Daniel Bowie 
Dodge, David L. 
Dustan, Peter 
Davison, W. - 
Dunsecomb, D, E. 
Dunscomb, Samuel S. 
Davenport, Rufus 
Dorland, Jonathan 
Drake, Daniel - - 


Hagerman, Daniel 
Hague, James -_ 
Jay, W q 

J ennings, NT. (2 years) 
Irving, John T. - 
Jackson, Alex. C. - 
Johnson, David. - - 
Jaques, Isaac - 
Kellogg, John R,. (2 years) 
King, Henry do 
Kernochan, Joseph 

Looker, Benjamin (2 Jeera 
Leonard, John  - 

Lathrop, Joseph > 
Lord, Eleazer - 
Lamb, Leonard - 
Lord, Abraham R. 
Lott, Abraham - 
Lewis, Elijah = 
Lott, Henry - 
Lockwood, Stephen 
Lloyd, J oseph - 
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Blake, John : - - $1 ,. Fisher, Abijah = = = $1 
‘Bulkley, Archibald == - - 1 | Falconer, Archibald ye 
Binninger, Jacob . - 1 Farman, Job - : 1 
Binninger, Abraham - - 1 Guion, Elijah (2 years). ae 4 
Brown, David —_- - - 1 Gosman, George - - 5 
Baldwin, Aaron — - - 1 Gill, Robert - = - 1 
Brittan, Stephen P. - - 1 Gilley, Wee ae Bis me 1 
Black, George - - - 1 Graham, Robert - - 2 
Baraun, Ira -* - - 1 Gallaudet, P. W. - - 1 
Bremner, John - - - 1 Clavel, Z. - - pepsi 
Baker, William - - 1 Gibson, H. B. - - : 1 
Coit, Elisha (2 years) - 2 Greaton, James - - i 
Cowperthwaite, J. K. (2 years) <2 Hutchinson, Richard I. (2 years) 2 
Cowperthwaite, Job do 2 Halll Steplon. wr. do 2%, 
Curtis, Joseph do 2 Hyde, John i. * do 4 
Chester, Wm. W. do 2 Henry, Philip - - ry 
Cruikshank, Wm. do Hardenbrook, John A. 3 
Coggeshall, JosiasH. — do Hyde, James Ny - or 
Chalk, Richard do Heyer, Wm. 8S. - ras! 
Charters, Thomas do Holbrook, Ephraim = - 8 
Cowadry, S. (1 year) - Hinsdale, Horace - Lye 
Cargill, Wm. - - - Huntington, Thomas M. I 
Caldwell, John E. - - Huntington, Alfred I. 1 
Carter, Wm. Morris - = Hill, Henry - . 1 
Clark, James C. - - Hutton, T. - - Ly 
Clarkson, David - - Harper, Samuel B. - 2 
Curtis, Hiram . - Hyatt, Joshua — - - 1 


ee es a ee oe 
fig ee get Rte Reo ee eS ee 


7. 


RS RS RPAH NH RDM HERE DRE 
f : a 7 


¥ 


_— a. | 
tO en OD ey ee “ee See cee oe ve us 
4 


rer ee oe OO Ee a oO ee a Pe 8 oe er 2 8 ft 
Ci ee et a ee 


et 09 OT DD DR RD DDD te et eee BIR ee POU We 


Edgar, M. B. (2 years) Lathrop, Gerard - 

Eastburn, —— (1 year) McCartee, Peter (2 years) = 
Elting, Wm. P. Mandeville, Wm. - 

Ely, Elisha . oe Mortimer, Rey. Benjamin — —k 
Ely, Richard -~ - McKnight, Dr. - a 
Fessenden, Thomas p year) Marsh, David - = 3 
Ford, John Maltbie, James R. - 1 
Franks, Josiah I. ‘ee Maltbie, John R. - 1 
Fenton, Peter - = Mott, Jordan - - 1 
Feltus, Rev. eR is  - McGregor, John,jr — ~ 1 
Fanshaw, Daniel = = = McCall, James - = 1 
Fisher, Andrew - Marsh, Henry eee. 4 


Magee, James 
McKie, John 
Moore, E. J. 
Myer, William 
Marsh, Samuel 
Martin, Hénry 
McDermut, Robert ~ 
Madili, W. - 
Nevins, Russell H. @ genres 
Nelson, Dr. - 

Nelson, Robert D. - 
Noble, John - - 
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Nitchie, John - . 
Otterson, James (2 years) 
Oakley, James - 
Otis, Joseph - - 
Olmstead, James - 


Peshine, Jobn (2 years) 
Pegg, Roger do 
Post, John H. - 
Pierce, Theophilus 
Pringle, Thomas 
Platt, Ebenezer, jr. 
Prior, William 
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Penny, Samuel 

Probyn, Edward 

Perrin, John - 

Pye, John - 
Perit, J. - 5 


Rose, Alexander (2 years) 
Roosevelt, Corns. V.S. do 
Russell, R. M. do 
Roe, Joha - - 
Rogers, John S. - 
Richards, Charles - 
Russell, bc pm - 
Rollinson, Cc. . 
Reynolds, George. - 
Smith, Charles, jr. (2 years) 
Sedgwick, Robert do 
Stevens, Samuel do 
Sammis, S. - 
Shipman, George P.” - 
Stokes, Thomas - 
Simerson, John - 
Smith, William - 
Smith, Wm. i ag hs 2 
Seymour, L. 

Seymour, T. . 
Schuyler, Anthony D. 
Schermerhorn, Simon P. 
Smith, Matthew - 
Storm, Stephen - 
Sexton, Joseph, jr. 
Slever, Abraham A. 
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~ Steward, John, jr. 


Smith, Floyd - 
Sadleir, Richard 
Seaman, David 
Shop, Henry - 


Sexton, Francis 
Suydam, Corns. R, 
Suydam, Lambert 
Sutphen, John = - 
Sayre, John - 
Stevens, John, jr. 
Suckley, John L. 
Suckley, Rutsen 
Suckley,John — - 
Shepherd, Edward 
Tier, Jacob - 
Thorne, John W. 
Townsend, Thomas S. 
Townsend, Elihu 
Taylor, Jeremiah H. 
Taylor, Knowles 
Taylor, Gad - 
Tracy, George M. 
Trulock, Joseph. 
Thompson, John 
Tuthill, Wm. - 
Tuthill, James M. 
Thurston, James B. 
Van Antwerp, Wm. (2 pe? 
Vandewater, V. 
Vroom, G. B. - 
Vroom, John P. 
Van Brunt, T. B. 
Van Horne, Garrit 
Vanderpool, John 
Van Solingen, Henry M. 
Webb, Samuel (2 years) 
Webb, Orange do 
Wolf, Christopher do 
Wolf, John D. = do 
Walker, Samuel do 
Whitmore, L. jr. do. 
White, Oliver do 
Weed, Jolin do 
Wintringham, Johns - 
Whittemore, Samuel 
Whittemore, Timothy 
Wardell, Robert - 
Woolley, Brittain L. - 
Warlow, William - 
Wheeler, FE. - - 
Wickham, Dan. H.  - 
Wheeler, Andrew C. . - 
Waldo, Samuel L. - 
Young, James (2 years): 
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Names of Annual Subscribers received since the Treasurer's 
accounts were audited. 


James B. Gascoigne - $2 Thomas Kirk - et 2 
John Westfield = - ou td John Davis “ = 1 
John H. Oldershaw ae | Gilbert Coutant - - 1 
John P. Morris - 1 Charles Peck - s 1 
Wm. F. Gambie Poe. 50: David Martin - - 1 
E. Wheeler - - 1 Abm. Knapp i 3 1 
Andrew Wheeler ee | George Taylor - = 1 
Wm.H.Stinson - - tI Joseph Cox . E 1 
John C. Totten’ - - 1 Jonathan Little (life subsoription) 15 
Abm. Hart - ay | William: Jay = . 2 
W.B.Skidmore - - 41 B. Livingston Kip - 1 
Stephen Dando - See Leonard W. Kip - - 1 
Robert Mathison - - 3 Henry Coit - “f 1 
Jesse Merritt - - 1 James Pierce - - 1 
Wm. Hendricks - sia’ George Griswold - 1 
Abm. Coddington - 1 David Martin - - 1 
Levi Coit - SEL! Nathaniel L. Griswold - 1 


Donations received since last Report. 


Theodore Ely - - 5 Samuel Burling - -~ 3 
John Borland - 5 Robert McKinley - 2S 
Geo. W. Strong - - 5 Cash, per James Eastburn - 6 
Thaddeus Phelps - - 5 Cash, per R.I. Hutchinson 4 44 
Miss Mary Murray - & Robert Gracie - = 2 
Miss Hannah L. Murray - 5 “A Friend,” by L. Bleeckew 1 
Thomas S. Walsh - 5 Solomon Davis - - 050 
From a lady, by E. Lord - 5 Robert Provost - + - 075 


ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


New-York Sunday School Union Society. 


THE Second Anniversary Meeting was held at Washington-Hall.— 
About two thousand children assembled with their Superintendents and 
Teachers. The exercises commenced with prayer by the Rey. James 
M. Mathews, after which the Hymns selected for the occasion were sung. 
The children were addressed by the Rev. Archibald Maclay in an 
appropriate and affecting manner. The children sung another hymn, 
and were dismissed ; and on leaving the room, each scholar was presented 
with a Tract. y 

The President, Richard Varick, Esq. then took the chair, and the busi- 
ness of the evening commenced by reading the minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting. The Constitution of the Society was then read by the President, 
and the Annual Report by Mr. James Eastburn, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

On motion by Rey. James Milnor, seconded by John Bristed, Esq.— 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted. 

On motion by the Rev. Paschal N. Strong— 

Resolved, That the Report be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas Eddy, of the Society of Friends— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the President and 
Officers for their services the past year. 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the 
gentlemen who have favoured this meeting with their Addresses. 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
Superintendents and Teachers for their important services in promoting 
the objects of this Institution. ; 

The second resolution was supported by eloquent and interesting ad- 
dresses, calculated to make a deep and lasting impression on the friends of 
Sunday Schools. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Nathan Bangs. 


% 


The Rev. Mr. Milnor, in moving that the Report be accepted, 
addressed the chair: 

In rising, Mr. President, to submit to you a motion for the acceptance 
of the interesting Report just read, I cannot refrain from accompanying 
the performance of this duty with a few remarks. It is not requisite for 
the promotion of the object of this assemblage, that they should be either 
many iif number or argumentative in character. Happily the time is past 
when it was requisite to employ detailed processes of reasoning to prove the 
value and importance of Sunday School tuition. These now stand attest- 
ed by better proofs than the most laboured discussions could furnish. Here 
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are more than two thousand living witnesses; a few days ago there were 
more than three thousand of the other sex, collected in our city, on a like 
occasion, all willing to prefer their testimony in favour of the yalue and 
importance of Sunday Schools. Sir, this is an occasion rather for felicita- 
tion than for argument. As a friend of civil order, I congratulate you on 
the assurance which these institutions are calculated to give to the pre- 
servation of the peace and order of society ; asa philanthropist, I congra- 
tulate you on that increase which they promise by the diffusion of know- 
ledge, and the inculcation of virtue'to the sum of human happiness. As a 
moralist, I congratulate you on their past effects and their benefits in pros- 
pect, to the private and social habits of the poorer classes. Above all, asa 
Christian, I congratulate you on the accessions they have already furnish- 
ed to the family of the Redeemer, and the hopes they have inspired of their 
becoming eminently instrumental in the enlargement of his kingdom. 

Mr. President, we meet this day under auspices the most cheering and 
delightful. It is to celebrate the triumph of virtuous experiment; to offer 
to God our thanksgiving for owning and blessing our work, to animate 
each other to its more laborious and extensive prosecution, to cement 
those bonds of Christian brotherhood which have associated individuals of 
every name in its pursuit. We all remember the difficulties which en- 
countered the friends of Sunday Schools in their first attempts to arrest 
public-attention on this interesting-subject. How many persons estima- 
ble for personal worth and distinguished for their stations in society, either 
hesitated as to their necessity, or doubted their success!. We desire only 
to remember the objections to exhibit the practical refutation which is 
furnished by the brief but interesting history of the two Union Sunday 
School Societies of this metropolis. It was said to be impracticable to 
concentrate public opinion in their favour, so as to operate connectively 
and efficiently. It was thought so much had already been done for the 
poor, and the facilities of education especially had been so much extended 
by the public provisions of the Legislature, and the private munificence of 
the citizens, that it would not be thought necessary to superadd measures 
involving such an increase of pecuniary expenditure and personal labour. 
But what have been the discoveries of experience on these points? Why 
that, without any undue disparagement of former means, they have been 
seen to be incompetent to the great purposes of general instructien, and 
that in regard to the important object of imparting religious knowledge te 
the minds of the poor, and impressing their hearts with the truths of the 
Gospel, no former plans have achieved so much as Sunday Schools. Expe- 
riment’has united the minds of the public in almost an undivided concurrence 
of sentiment on this subject, and it is hoped we are about to see its proofs in 
large accessions of numbers and wealth to these inestimable institutions. 

It was said, the order of public worship on the Christian Sabbath would: 
be injuriously affected, by introducing disorderly children into our churches, 
whose conduct would be likely tomar the solemnity of worshipping as- 
semblies. But it was forgotten, that Sunday Schools were to instil a reve- 
rence for God and his worship, that their pupils were to be taught to par- 
ticipate and delight in the devotions of the sanctuary, and that their pious 
instructors were to be mingled with them, and teach them by precept and 
example to regulate their conduct by the strictest principles of decency 
and order. Sir, I bear my testimony to the practicability of accomplishing 
our utmost wishes in this respect fromm the attainments of those children 
who statedly attend the worship of my own church, and at the same time, 
‘I claim no merit for them that does not belong to all our other Schools. 

It was said too, in the origin of Sunday School experiment, that 
there would be insuperable obstacles in obtaining the concurrence of the 
poor themselves. Whatever benefit might be promised them, profligacy 
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in some parents, pride in others, and indifference instill more, would pre- 
vent their committing their offspring to our care. The second of these 
difficulties was thought to differ our situation from European countries; 
and it was predicted, that the equality of privileges here enjoyed, would 
cause the poerer classes instinctively to shrink from a measure so calcu- 
lated to mark the humbling disparity of their condition. So unworthy a 
spirit, however, has not been found prevalent. To an unlooked for extent 
the poor have been made sensible of the liberal character and benefi- 
cial tendency of Sunday Schools. The amiable condescending deportment 
of their conductors has convinced them that their design is to elevate, and 
not depress, to render respectable, and not degrade their offspring. They 
have seen that whether it regard the interests of time or of eternity, no 
where else can they enjoy the like means for their promotion. In the only 
way in which itis desired, the poor, Sir, are the patrons of Sunday Schools, 
and it is a subject. of congratulation that they have so far redeemed their 
characters from the imputation of sacrificing the interests of their chil- 
dren to a blameable pride of feeling. 

It was said too, that these institutions would have to encounter the op- 
position of the very objects of their beneficent regard. Children accus- 
tomed to unlimited license on the Lord’s day ; but little at any time under 
the control of parental authority, and on this day having, from long con- 
tinued usage, a prescriptive right to indulgence, would not be brought to 
submit to the confinement of Sunday Schools, nor be easily trained into a 
willing attendance on the duties of public worship; the fact has proved 
otherwise. To each of these restraints, occupying together almost the 
whole time hitherto devoted to play, children submit in most instances 
without murmuring, in many with delight. Let the quiet of our streets, 
during the time of public worship, nay, throughout the Sunday, attest to 
what an astonishing extent our wishes have in this respect been answered. 
Let the cheerful countenances of these precious objects of our care be re- 
ceived as indexes of what their tongues are ready to avow, that their hap- 
piest hours are those spent with their beloved teachers in the schools, and 
with the assemblies of God’s people united in his worship, on his hallowed 
day. 

The want of Teachers also was a formidable objection in the commence- 
ment of this undertaking. In these days of fashionable frivolity, could a 
sufficient number of serious young persons be found to carry it into suc- 
cessful execution? would even the serious be willing to submit to its re- 
lage sacrifices ? These questions are answered by the Report just read. 

es, a competent number of qualified instructors have come forward with 
alacrity to engage in a work confessedly exacting many sacrifices, and 
calling for much patient persevering labour. Where in some instances 
there seemed to be wanting at the outset, those impressions of religion 
which are indispensable in the constitution of a complete Sunday School 
instructor, they have been subsequently received. In common with many 
of my brethren in the ministry, I thank God that his grace has been mani- 
fested in the conversion of many of our teachers to a hopeful profession of 
the name of his Son. This cheering circumstance stamps a new value on 
_ Sunday Schools, and should especially animate the ministers and people of 
God to afford them their vigorous and united support. 

Mr. President, was I not right in saying, that we were this day met to 
celebrate the triumph of virtuous experiment? How manifestly has the 
kind Providence of Almighty God been displayed in the removal of ob- 
structions, and ia enabling us to rear this splendid establishment on a foun- 
dation which cannot be shaken. It is not too much to predict that hence- 
forth Sunday Schools will be considered by our civil rulers as a necessary 
link in the chain of our social institutions, and by the followers of Christ 
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as one of the most powerful instruments for the advancement of his king- 
dom. Whilst their adaptation to the promotion of the happiness of the com- 
munity is an object of general concern, their instrumentality in subserving 
the interests of piety, ought to excite a more general anxiety for their pro- 
motion in the ministers of God. I lament, Sir, my own deficiency of zeal, 
and that occasion has been given to include so many others in the censure 
of withholding a cordial personal co-operation in a work so pregnant with 
benefit to the cause of Christ, so signally blessed of God. Sir, I would 
animate my brethren and myself to a lively and active engagement in its 
conduct, from the consideration, that it enables us to fulfil a duty which 
many of us most culpably omit, of preaching the gospel to the poor. ‘This 
is the command of our Master. Ifthe epithet apply to the poor in ‘this 
world’s goods, and I believe it does, may I not take occasion to remark 
how inadequately we fulfil it? With the exception of one or two denomina- 
tions, who merit the eulogy of Christian philanthropy for their provision 
for the accommodation of the poor in their houses of public worship, how 
completely are the arrangements of our churches calculated, (I do not say 
designed,) to exclude the poor! Whilst purchased accommodations, re- 
tained at a considerable annual expense, shut them out from permanent 
attendance, the meanness of their habiliments, and the fear of unwelcome 
intrusion, check the desire of occasional visits to the places where prayer 
is wont to be made. Ido not allege that the arrangements referred to do 
not necessarily grow out of the existing state of society—that they are not 
unavoidable. But I do say, that at a time when more than at any former 
period, the moral and religious culture of the poorer classes has become 
an object of attention, this particular inconvenience should find a remedy. 
I hope to see it in the erection of free houses of worship for their use, of 
which we have already witnessed an encouraging beginning; but in the 
mean time it is a topic of heartfelt rejoicing, that through the intervention 
of Sunday Schools we are now permitted to preach the gospel to the infant 
poor. God grant that it may excite dispositions in the parents, and we 
know to some extent it already has, to become hearers of the word, so 
that public munificence may be encouraged by the assurance that efforts 
to give the whole body of the poor in our large cities a preached gospel, 
will be duly appreciated and improved. 

Mr. President, in the aspect of Christian fellowship and union, present- 
ed by our conjoint work and labour of love, is conveyed to my mind one 
of its chief recommendations. From my soul J rejoice, that without a 
sacrifice of the distinctive peculiarities of the Societies to which we are 
each conscientiously attached, in the circulation of the Scriptures, and in 
the education of the poor, we may harmoniously unite. These are objects 
equally dear to all, and their prosecution, as experience has proved, may be 
unitedly conducted without the smallest violation of our individual predilec- 
tions and opinions. This, however, it is to be regretted, is not equally appa- 
rent to all, and it has given rise tosome separate associations. Their object is 
nevertheless the same. God grant them the same measure of success. 
For my own part, having found the Sunday Schools of that congregation 
of which God has made me the unworthy minister in cordial union with 
this Society, having witnessed the generous principles on which your pro- 
ceedings are conducted, and discovering nothing in your plans or opera- 
tions but what has aided my humble exertions in the cause of our common 
Christianity, I felt no desire to dissolve a connexion so consonant with 
those feelings which as a Christian and a minister my heart delights to 
cherish. If epithets be applied to such a course, which*would insinuate 
‘or assert the influence of meaner motives, there is nothing very new nor 
very affecting in their exhibition. From the bottom of my heart I im- 
plore the blessing of God on every attempt at usefulness, however narrow 
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the scheme on which it is constructed, but claim, and shall exercise for 
myself, the privilege of conforming my conduct to the inward intimations 
of duty, and those signs of the times which point to Christian union as the 
grand mean of divine Providence in bringing in the glory of the latter day. 

Mr. President, we have a pledge for its continuance and increase in the 
interesting exhibition of religious concord now before us To God alone 
be ascribed the glory of its origin, and of its continuance; to him let us 
look for its enlargement and perpetuity. Thankful to him for past favours, 
let our united supplications ascend to the throne of his grace for their fu- 
ture dispensation. Let no effort of ours be relaxed, but, let a spirit of 
filial dependence induce a reliance upon God for the fulfilment of our pros- 
pective arrangements, and may they all have a reference to the promotion 
of his glory, and the hastening of that anxiously expected era, when all 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of God and of his 
Christ. 


J. Bristed, Esq. on seconding the motion of the Rev. James 
Milnor, that the report be accepted, addressed the chair : 

Mr. President, 

I beg leave to second the motion of the Rey. and learned gentleman 
who has just sat down. And may [ also, Sir, request your permission to 
offer a very few general observations on the nature and tendency of that 
Institution, the anniversary of which we are this evening met to com- 
memorate. 

In these United States, probably we enjoy a greater perfection of po- 
litical and social blessings, than has ever yet been accorded to any other 
nation under the canopy of Heaven. All our people, (with the sad excep- 
tion of the slaves in the southern and western states,) are free; their per- 
sons and their properties are alike protected by an equal administration of 
justice; their government is altogether elective, popular, and representa- 
tive; they know no invidious distinctions between their various religious 
denominations, they have no alliance between the civil power and the 
Church of Christ; but each individual is left to worship his Father and 
his God according to the dictates of his own conscience and will. In ad- 
dition to this, throughout our eastern states, generally, for a series of years, 
and recently in our own state of New-York, provision has been made for 
the elementary instruction of all their population. The agricultural and 
commercial enterprise of this country has poured the full tide of wealth, 
over all the land, reaching even to the remotest corners of our’extended 
union. 

What, then, is wanting to render this nation blest above all the regions 
of the earth? 

The only conclusive answer is,—a greater diffusion of religious and 
moral culture. : 

Mr. President, it is a melancholy, it is an alarming fact, that upwards 
of three millions of souls, (more than one third of our whole American 
population,) are at this moment living without any religious ordinances, 
without regard to the Sabbath, without the worship of God. This awful 
destitution of all that can ennoble and dignify man, of all that can adorn 
prosperity, of all that can pour the balm of consolation into the bereaved 
bosom of anguish, prevails, indeed, in its larger and more frightful propor- 
tions, throughout the southern and western states; but its leprous instil- 
ment also taints the moral health of the middle and eastern sections. In 
our own state, nay, in this very city, highly favoured as it is with opulence 
and light, uncounted thousands of our fellow beings pass their days, and 
weeks, and months, and years, in the entire neglect of God, their Creator, 
and in the habitual profanation of his holy Sabbath. 
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Is there no cause of fear in these portentous facts? Is the hand-writing 
on the wall not legible by us? Mr. President, if there be one truth more 
important than another, which the records of time have engraven upon the 
tablets of human experience,—it is, that countries invariably flourish or 
fade, precisely in proportion as they obey or disregard the precepts of 
Him who is the Governor among the nations. And, in spite of their po- 
pular institutions, their general intelligence, their commercial enterprise, 
their military and naval prowess, their dauntless spirit and enduring per- 
severance, (all of them, indeed, civic possessions, virtues, and qualities of 
the highest order,) these United States will follow the disastrous fate of the 
elder dynasties of the world, and bury all their national glories in the si- 
lence of the sepulchre, unless they make a friend of Him, whose way is in 
the whirlwind, and who sitteth upon the circle of the floods. ; 

But, is there no remedy for the healing of all these mighty ills? Yes. 

‘« That strain L heard, was of a higher mood— 
It came o’er the ear, 
As south winds breathing on a bank of violets.’” 


The whole moral aspect of Europe, of Asia, and of Africa, has been, and 
is now undergoing a rapid, and an extensive improvement in consequence 
of the wise and liberal labours of Bible and Missionary Institutions, and 
above all, of Sunday School Societies., I say, above all,—because, great 
as are the benefits, and praise-worthy as are the efforts of those benevolent 
beings, who dispense the blessings of Bible and Missionary Societies, the 
cannot grasp the extent of good, which might be accomplished by the well- 
directed exertions of Sunday School establishments: seeing, that their la- 
bourers search out the habitations of the needy and destitute; ransack the 
inmost recesses of proflizacy and despair, and by their patience and per- 
severance, convert the abodes of ignorance, of vice, of squalid idleness, 
and of perilous turbulence, into the mansions of orderly industry, cleanli- 
ness, sobriety, reverence for God, and good-will towards man. Their 
benefits lie at the very foundations of human society; for they watch over 
the treasures of the cradle, and direct the footsteps of infancy and youth 
to those paths which lead to individual, domestic, social, and national vir- 
tue, security, and strength. They teach the rising generation to uphold 
their country’s honour, and hand down to their children’s children, not 
merely unimpaired, but improved and beautified, all those intrinsic bless- 
ings, which alone are calculated to render this western world at once 
prosperous and happy in itself, and the example and ornament of a sur- 
rounding universe. 

It was not my intention, Mr. President, to enter into any detail this 
evening, but to confine myself toa few very general observations. This 
moment, however, my much respected friend, the British Consul, has 
whispered into my ear an anecdote, too interesting to pass unnoticed. 

A few days since, a young man, about nineteen years of age, called at 
the Consul’s office, and made himself known as one, whom, but a few years 
before, the consul had taken into his own Sunday School, in the north of 
Treland, as a poor, little, wretched, helpless outcast. No nuptial tie bad 
consecrated the birth of this child of misery, baptized in tears. No father 
owned him for ason. But the Sunday School was to him as a father, and 
a mother, and a sister, and a brother. The precepts of religion and mo- 
rality which he learned there, have stricken deep root into his heart, have 
blossomed in beauty, and are now ripening into an abundance of fruit. 
He poured into the consul’s lap more than a hundred dollars, the little 

_ earnings of his bodily toil, in this land of liberty, this asylum of affliction, 


to be remitted to his destitute mother, the forlorn daughter of shame and ~~ 


sorrow. * 
What has the boy done by this action? He has doubled back upon higy 
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parentage that honour which they could not confer upon him. He has 
become his own ancestor, and laid the foundations of his family upon the 
best of all possible buses,—that of filial affection and reverence. 

Can it be necessary to offer a single exhortation to the inhabitants of 
New-York to uphold by their munificence a charity which, above all other 
charities, is best fitted to promote the temporal welfare of their more in- 
digent fellow-citizens, and also to point out the road to brighter, happier 
scenes than earth, with all its competence, can give? You have, this 
evening, heard the Report of our last year’s proceedings, and if the facts 
and obseryations contained in that able and luminous report, will not in- 
duce you to give of your superfluities to those among your brethren, who 
are perishing, not for lack of bread only, but for want of the means of ever- 
lasting life, [ might well despair of prevailing by any words of mine. 

I therefore, Mr. President, second the motion of my Rev. and highly 
esteemed friend, that the Report be accepted. 


Rev. Paschal N. Strong moved that the Report be printed. 


Mr. President, 

I rise to offer a resolution, which I have no doubt will meet with the 
most cordial acceptance of every member of this Society, and every hearer 
in this assembly. The motion that I have the honour to submit to your 
consideration, is, ‘‘ that the Report which we have heard this evening be 
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inted. 

Pitt was, Sir, with no common pleasure that I listened to that able and 
interesting report, and I should rejoice tosee it inthe hands of every mem- 
ber of the community. Permit me too, to congratulate you on the nume- 
rous and unquestionable proofs which this Union continues to furnish of 
the vast importance and usefulness of the work in which you have em- 
barked. It is a happiness to live in an age when the spirit of general in- 
struction and improvement seems to have been kindled up among all ranks 
and classes of people; when that charity which the gospel inculcates is 
multiplying her triumphs far and wide in our sinful world,—-triumphs un- 
utterably more brilliant, and dignified, and lasting, than any enrolled on 
the records of History, or achieved by the prowess of Philosophy. Philo- 
sophy! she would laugh to scorn the idea of condescending to the humble 
walks of life; and if she would stoop so low, she could instruct the poor in 
nothing better than principles that lead to perdition, and with all her wis- 
dom and all her efforts at their renovation, would but the more firmly 
rivet the chains which it has been your high ambition and your proud pre- 
eminence to unloose. Yes, it is Christianity, descending from her native 
heavens, that stoops her seraph wings to protect and bless the meanest of 
human kind, and that gathers her fairest laurels, not in the palaces of the 
rich, nor on the thrones of the mighty, but in huts and hovels inhabited by 
the illiterate, the despised, and perishing children of sorrow and of want. 
Look at what the one has done, and at what the other has not done; look 
at the moral revolutions that have occurred in our world, in our land, in 
our city, during the few years in which Institutions like yours have been 
multiplied, and then ask, ‘‘ Is @hrist the abler teacher, or the Schools”’ of 
‘* philosophy, falsely so called ?” ‘ 

Nay, Sir, there does not appear a better plan that the wisdom of man, 
directed by the revelation of God, could have devised, to supply the wants 
of the poor, and remove their profligacy, their idleness, and misery, than 
the establishment of Sunday Schools; a scheme of -education, formed on 

“principles most humble, but yet most noble, acting in subordination to 
every other school of charity, and yet a necessary appendage to them all, 
requiring comparatively slender means for its support, and yet accom- 

_ plishing greater good than many sepa the most liberally endowed, 
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receiving within its embrace those who, without it, must for ever have 
looked in vain for instruction, and mutually blessing both the teachers and 
the taught. How many hundreds and thousands in this city, who from 
their necessary occupations are prevented from attending on weekly 
schools, even if they had the disposition and the means ; how many, whose 
only concern was to pilfer from the property of others, or extort help from 
the hand of charity, who were burdens to themselves and to the commu- 
nity, unfit to live, and unprepared to die, have been rescued from igno- 
rance, from worthlessness, from filth, from wretchedness, and from crime, 
by the heavenly aid of your Sunday Schools! And even with the froward 
and the stubborn, on whom all efforts at improvement may seem to have 
been lost, your instruction, so far from being thrown away, will curb the 
licentiousness of their principles of corruption, will at least poimt out to 
them the path of danger and of duty, and for aught you know, prove the 
rudiments of their future usefulness, and happiness, and honour. The light 
of heavenly life may be within, even though you cannot discover the glow- 
ing of the spark, or trace the kindling of the flame. 

By your endeavours to dispense the elements of moral and religious in- 
struction, in a form and measure peculiarly adapted to the condition and 
necessities of the indigent, you are laying the axe at the very root of all 
that has hitherto defiled and destroyed the lowest classes of our people; 
you are drawing more closely together the cords that bind in one commu- 

nity the interests of the learned and the unlearned, of the great and the 
small, the rich and the poor, the bond and the free; you are cherishing a spi- 
rit of reverence for the worship of God and the hallowing of his Sabbaths ; 
you are inculcating the study of that Bible which alone can make them 
wise unto salvation, and prepare them to be useful in this world and blest 
in the world to come, and thus converting the moral wilderness of our city 
into a ‘garden which the Lord hath blessed.” 

And is it not a most pleasing spectacle, one on which angels must de- 
light to dwell, to see Christians of all denominations engaged and united in 
this heavenly work, and by their Sunday Schools healing those divisions 
that have heretofore rent the body of Christ, and forgetting all their pecu- 
liar distinctions of form, and all their Shibboleths of party, joining their 
hearts and hands in the gracious and the holy effort to render the rising 
generation wiser and better than their fathers, and without any respect of 
persons, ‘striving together” ‘to give light to them that sit in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death, to guide their fect in the-way of peace,” and 
thus accelerate the coming of that day, when “ they shall no more teach 
every man bis neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, “‘ Know the 
Lord,” but when the knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, even as the waters cover the seas.” 

You have, Sir, for your encouragement in this work, the testimony of an 
approving conscience ; you have the approbation of every man whose ap- 
probation is worth receiving ; and, what is infinitely more, you have the 
smiles of that God, whose favour is life, and whose loving-kindness is better 
than life. The effects you have produced are your best eulogy. These 
proclaim the excellence of that wisdom which devised the plan of Sunday 
Schools, and these constitute the rich reward of that benevolence and in- 
dustry by which they have been supported. The results of your ‘““Jabours 
of love” are by us altogether incalculable; and ‘that day” alone can re- 
veal how many shall rise up and call you blessed. 
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Tue Managers of Schools throughout the United 
States, on sending their Reports, addressed to the Se- 
cretary of the Sunday School Union Society in New- 
York, shall receive a copy of the Society’s Reports in 


return. 
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The First Annuat REPORT of the 
Board of Inspectors of the SunDay. 
-. ScHoon AssociaArTion of the 
: ia City’ of ‘Troy. 
- . 
Read itt the Presbyterean Church in this City on Sunday 
es July 13th, 1817. , 


A GREEABLY to the provifion in the Conftitution of the — 
Affociation, the Board of Infpectors prefent the following Re- 
port of the rife, progrefs and prefent {tate of the Schools under 
their direétion :— 


_ It had long been a fubject of deep regret previoufly to the. i 


eftablifhment of thefe Schools, that our ftreets on the Lord’s day. 
were often filled with idle children and thoughtlefs adults. It 


was no uncommon thing to witnefs the profanation of that fa. es ‘ 
ered and hallowed day by companies of noify wandering boys, 


who attended no place of worfhip, and viewed it as a mere holi- 
day. ‘The people of color had alfo become a fubjeé&t of much 
“concern. Their condition was peculiarly calculated to excite 
commiferation: moft of them had been originally flaves: preju- 
dice had excluded them from our ordinary {chools, and extreme 
ignorance was the condition of far the greater portion of them : 
as if it was not enough to hold them in bondage, to make them 
« hewers of wood and drawers of water,” by a moit refined cru- 
elty their very fouls were enchained in the deepeft ignorance. 
In reflecting on their fituation every fenfibility of our nature as 
men and chriftians was awakened. To behold in the midft of 
an enlightened people, profefling a religion {peaking peace and 
_ good will to all mankind, a numerous clafs in a ftate of heathen- 
ifm, by our inattention and utter neglect of them, caft a fevere 
_~reproach on our chriftian profeflion. ‘Their ignorance was our 
fault—they were treated as an inferior race of beings; and the 
“debafement of their fouls through our entire disregard of them, 
will long, very long, leave a reproach upon the charatter of this 
“nation, even greater than that which lies upon it for toleratin 
flavery. Such reficctions on the condition of this friendlefs cla 
of our fellow creatures, furnifhed the moft powerful metives te 
chriftians to attempt to meiiorate it. i 
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As foon as correct information refpecting the Sunday School 
fyftem was obtained, it was believed that the introduction of it 
into this city would prove highly beneficial. About a year fince 
four fchools were opened, three for whites and one for people of 
color. As foon as the organization of the aflociation was known, 
a number of pious young ladies and gentlemen tendered their 


. fervices as teachers, and the fchools were all fupplied with very 


little difficulty. 

In the courfe of the year more than five hundred children and 
one hundred and fixty coloured people have been entered in the 
{chools. Between fifty and fixty teachers are ufually employed 
in conduéting the fchools, and four managers on the average 
have been affigned to each fchool. The fchools are uniformly 
opened and clofed with prayer, and a hymn is fung at leaft once 
aday. Although reading and {pelling forms part of the exer- 
cifes of thefe {chools, it is entirely fubordinate to the great, lead- 
ing, and prominent object, which is; the giving of religious in- 
ftruction. Much is done in this way by familiar and per- - 
fonal converfation between the*pious teachers and the fcholars. 
In aid of the inftruétion of the teachers, and with a view to fur- 
nifh proper fubjects of religious converfation, a fhort and com- 
prehenfive catechifm, embracing the leading doétrines in which 
all the denominations of proteitants agree, and free from the 
peculiarities of any, has been introduced and learned. A portion 
of {cripture or hymn, previoufly committed to memory, often 
furnifhes fubjeéts of interefting and inftruéting converfation. 
While the teachers give individual and perfonal inftruétion to 
thofe under their immediate charge, the managers frequently ad- 
drefs the whole fchool, and make fome portion of feripture or 
an{wer in the catechifm, the fubject of religious inftruétion. By 
thefe various means it has been the aim of the teachers and man-~ 
agers in the fchools to imprefs the great truths of chriftianity 
upon the minds and hearts of the fcholars. Lhe reports made 
by the managers, of the progrefs and actual ftate of the feveral 
{chools, will render the fubjeét more interefting by going more 
into detail. he fubitance of thefe reports therefore will be here 
introduced. ie A ae 

The Managers who have charge of School number One, con- 
fitting of children refiding principally in the firft wart, ftate in 
their report, that the novelty of the eftablifhment of Sunday 
Schools in this city, and the want of a more general acquaintance 
with their great utility, efpecially among that clafs. of fociety for 
whofe benefit they. were more particularly inftituted, at the com- 
mencement of this fchool prefented obftacles to our fuccefs, 
which, though great and difcouraging, the syenagers hoped a 


wteady perfeverance, under the blefling of the Almighty, would 
ultimately {urmount. In this hope they have not been difappoin- 
ted. One year has now elapfed fince Sunday Schools were firft 
opened in this city; during this period upwards of three hun- 
dred children have in this fchool been inftruéted in reading, 
fpelling, and the great fundamental doétrines of our holy reli- 
gion. Lhe fchool now confifts of one hundred and twenty-nine 
{cholars, who moft of them regularly attend twice every fabbath, 
and are here inftructed by fifteen teachers, under the fuperinten- 
dance of four managers. 

_ Many of thefe children we have reafon to believe never before 
enjoyed the privilege of attending any ichool, and were equally 
ignorant of letters and the firft principles of religion. Had not 
the managers had perfonal demonttratjon of the melancholy fact, 
they never could have believed, that ina chriftian country, where 
religious inftruétion is fo much within the reach of every clafs of 
‘the community as in this city, children could be found fo deplor- 
ably deftitute of all juft ideas of Gop, their moral refponfibility 
and the way of life, as they have found many who have attended 
this {chool Children of both fexes, ten, twelve and even thir- 
teen years of age, have on examination appeared as ignorant of 
God and their Redeemer, as if educated among the rudeft hea- 
then tribes, where the light of revelation and fcience never pen- 
etrated. Objects of this defcription were well calculated to ex- 
cite and have commanded the moft active exertions of chriftian 
benevolence. The teachers of the fchool have by their affiduous 
and benevolent exertions to inftruét and improve their pupils, 
gained the confidence and affection of the children, and merited 
the moft unqualified approbation of the managers. A laudable 
emulation to excel has been excited, which pervades every clafs 
of the fcholars, and is at once an evidence of the great fidelity of 
the teachers, the moral utility of the eftablifhment, and a pledge 
of the rapid advancement of the fcholars in ufeful knowledge. 
This all important ftimulus has led many members of this fchool 
efpecially during the laft fix months, to diftinguifh themfelves by 
acquirements far exceeding the moft fanguine expectations of the 
managers. Was it not invidious to felect individual merit, where 
almoft all are deferving, they could point out thofe who, when 
they entered this fchool, were fcarcely acquainted with the al- 
phabet, and have not generally attended any other fchool, that 
can now read the feriptures with a good degree of facility and 
correéinefs. Others who have diftinguifhed themfelves by reci- 
tations of hymns and leffons in the fcriptures, committed to 
memory‘during the week, which have even exceeded the withes 
ofthe managers. Scarcely any individual whe can read even in 
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fpellings, comes to fchool without a leffon to recite which evinces 
their induftry and equal defire,to excel. And we could point 
out individuals who during the week have treafured up in their 
memories three, four or five hundred verfes of the moft intereft- 
ing and important parts of the facred fcriptures. The average 
recitations of the leffons committed to memory by the fchool col- 
iectively, have for fome time paft amounted weekly to nearly or 
quite two thoufand verfes of the fcriptures, between eighty and a 
hundred hymns and pfalms, and from three to four hundred an- 
fwers from the catechifms. But in nothing has the fchool been 
more diftinguifhed of late, than in their highly interefting and 
conftantly increafing attention to rhoral- and religious inftruction, 
their orderly and attentive depertment in fchool, and a mutual 
and growing attachment between the teachers and pupils. 

On the whole the Managers of Sunday School No. One have 
abundant caufe of thankfulnefs to the God of all grace, for the 
flourifhing fituation of the fchool under their care. 

School number Two, kept in Third-ftreet, is compofed of chil- 
dren refiding in the fecond and third wards. The Report from 
the Managers of that fchool ftates, Uhat it was opened in the 
month of July 1816: its numbers at the commencement were 
refpectable, and continued for one quarter to increafe. “The ex- 
ercifes of the fchool were commenced and clofed by prayer, pur- 
fuant to the conftitution ; the pupils read and recited fuch parts 
of fcripture, hymns, pfalms and catechifm as they had commit- 
ted: there were occafional public religious addreffes, and much 
private inftruction by the managers. 

In the fecond and third quarters, particularly in the third, there 
was obvioufly a decline in the ‘attention and numbers of the 
{chool, and towards the clofe of the third quarter the profpects 
of the fchool were difcouraging. 

At the commencement of the laft quarter meafures were adop- 
ted for reftoring the fchool to its former ftanding. By way of 
encouragement and commendation, a report of what each pupil 
in the feveral claffes had accomplifhed at each recitation, was 
made by the inftructors to the managers, in the hearing of the 
whole fchool. Addreffes and exhortations defigned to encourage 
the pupils, and to commend them where commendation was due, 
have very much excited the attention and inflamed the zeal of the 
youth. Ihe teachers renewed their efforts to fill up the fchool, 
and the numbers foon became greater than at any former period. 
The public religious exhortations by the managers, are received 
by the pupils with deep attention. Private religious inftruction 
by the teachers, has been regularly given, and the effeéts of thefe 
efforts are itrikingly vifible in the folemnity which pervades the 
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whole fchool, and the rapid progrefs of the fcholars. Ail the 
claffes from the higheft to the loweft are ardently engaged, and 
the managers are ‘greatly encouraged. The teachers are inde- 
fatigable, and find all their exertions doubly paid in the manifett 
improvement of their pupils. 

We cannot forbear to obferve, that, affectionate encouragement 
and commendation, i in all cafes feems to have fncceeded in fixing 
the attention of the moft thoughtlefs, and exciting the efforts of 
the moft fluggith and indolent; and at the prefent time the reci- 
tations exhibit evidence of attention to the objeéts of the fchool, 
and powers of memory which excite our admiration. 

The recitations of what the whole fchoo! have committed dur 
ing each week of the prefent quarter has amounted to from ene 
to two thoufand verfes of Scripture and Hymns, but principally 
Scripture, befides the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Catechifm, 8&c. &c. 

Among the number of thofe who have diftinguifhed themfelves 
for their recitations are, one girl who at once recited 480 verfes 
of fcripture; another 208; another 224; another 150; another 
120; another 100. One boy 577, and another 100; befide a 
very confiderable number who recite from 25 to 75 verfes. 

From the commencement of the fchool to the beginning of 
the prefent quarter there had been received into the fchool 176 
fcholars; but by removal, inattention of parents, and other ah 
fes, their numbers were reduced at the clofe of the former quar- 
ter to about 40. But-by the exertions already mentioned, 76 of 
the former pupils have returned to the fchool, and 62 new ones 
entered, making the prefent number now on our books 138; of 
which there is a fteady attendance of from go to 110, and the 
number conftantly increafing. 

On the whole, the prefent fituation of this fchool is encourage 
ing. A growing attachment on the part of the pupils to their 
teachers and the’ managers is manifett. 

The teachers are indefatigable, tender and affectionate in their 
intercourfe with their pupils, folemn and zealous in their labors, 
and fecond all the defires and efforts of the managers. Ihe mo- 
rals of the youth evidently improve. ‘They are orderly and at- 
tentive in fchool ; they are rapidly gaining a knowledge of the 
fundamental do&rines of our holy religion, and treafuring up in 
their tender minds a colle€tion of familiar leffons and hymns, and 
in the different parts of the Old and New Teftament thofe truths 
which alone can make them wife unto falvation. 

School No. 3, is kept in Fourth-ftreet, arid confifts of fcholare 
refiding in the third and fourth wards. Tt appears from the Re- 
port of the Managers of this fchool, that it commenced the firft 
Sunday of Auguft latt with 58 {cholars and nine teachers, and at 
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the end of the firft quarter the number of {cholars had increafed 
to 142; that during that period no pains were fpared by the 
teachers or managers to inculcate on the minds of thofe under 
their charge the being and perfections of God, the Creator of all 
things, and the way of eternal life through Jefus Chrift, his be- 
loved Son, our Redeemer. Lhe great plan of redemption was ~ 
unfolded to their view, and the infinite obligation under which 
they were placed to love and praife Him, who had done fo much 
for them. In fhort, the principles of religion and morality were 
ftrictly fet before them. In concluding their remarks on the 
progrefs of the {chool during the firft quarter, the managers fay 
“that they are happy to ftate that their labors were owned and 
bleffed by the King and Head of the Church, as was evident in the 
lively intereft, unwearied attention, and pleafing deportment of 
the fcholars, and the general profperity of the fchool.” At the 
commencement of the fecond quarter the number. of fcholars 
was 148, and they increafed during the quarter to 178. The 
increafe of the fchool during the winter lead the managers in 
their report to remark, that the Divine geodnefs was manifefted 
in inclining the hearts of fo many children, many of whom were 
poorly clad, to attend pundtually during the inclement feafon of 
the year. In concluding their remarks on the progrefs of the 
{chool during the fecond quarter, the managers fay that the con- 
duét of the {cholars and their improvement was fuch as becomes 
children inftruéted in the principles of virtue and piety. Lhe 
third quarter was commenced with 123 {cholars on the receiving 
book—-and the improvement of the children appears from the 
managers report to have been very great. [he number of verfes. 
of {cripture and hymns committed to memory and recited by the 
children during that quarter was very extraordinary. On Sun- 
day the 2d day of March, 1545 verfes of {cripture and 112 hymns 
were recited. On the oth of March, 2335 verfes of fcripture 
and 59 hymms were repeated, chiefly by the girls. “The mana- 
gers obferve, generally, that the girls have been more attentive, 
zo inftruction, and made greater improvement than the boys. It 
was found that the number of verfes committed took up fo much 
time in recitation, that enough was not left for enforcing religious 
truths by explanation and converfation: it was therefore judged 
proper to linnt the recitations. At the earneft requeft of the 
fcholars, however, permiflion was given on the 13th of April to 
recite on the following Lord’s day as many verfes as they-could 
commit. Accordingly, on the 2oth of April, 4429 verfes of 
{cripture and 229 hymns were repeated. lhe number of fcho- 
lars whofe names have been entered on the books of this fchool 
amount at the prefent time'to 207, and the ufual number prefent 
is 80 or go. 


' The managers ftate that the fidelity with which the teachers 
of this fchool have difcharged their duty, will forever endear them 
to all thofe who are endeavouring to advance the Redeemer’s 
kingdom on earth. The managers conclude their report with an 
expreffion of gratitude to the Great Difpenfer of every bleffing, 
for the fuccefs and flourithing ttate of the fchool, and they ear- 
neftly entreat Him that their labors may be “as bread caft upon 
the waters, which fhall be found after many days.” 

The School No. 4, for colored people, was opened in two or 
three weeks after the firft white fchool. This delay was for the 
purpofe of afcertaining whether the colored people had any incli+ 
nation to be inftructed. ‘Their importunities to have the fchool 
opened were very urgent, and about go attended the firit day. 
The whole number entered up to the-prefent time is 160; of 
whom 105 are females. The number belonging to the fchool at 
prefent is about 100, about 40 of whom ulually attend the morn- 
ing fchool, and 70 the afternoon, This fchool is compofed of 
perfons of all ages, between 5 and 60, and one or two perhaps 
exceeding that age; fuch is the ignorance in which many of thefe 
people are brought up, that the ages of a number could only be 
conjectured. It is fatisfactorily afcertained, however, that 22 of 
thofe who have entered the fchool were upwards of 30 years of 
age, 7 upwards of 4o years, and 5 over 50. Not more than a 
fixth part of thefe were able to read at the time of their admis- 
fion; far the greater part were unacquainted with the fimpleft 
elements of learning, and moft of them were lamentably deftitute 
of the knowledge of their moral and religious duties. 

The duties which devolved on the teachers in this fchool have 
been very arduous. [he fituation in life of this clafs of people’ 
prevents their application to ftudy except on the Lord’s day. 
About fifteen teachers on an average and four managers have found 
full and arduous employment in difcharging their duties in this 
fchool. Moft of the colored people who have attended fchool 
have exprefled an earneft defire to learn to read; more unremit- 
ted attention than moft of them give to their ftudies during fchool 
hours could not be exercrfed—and the progrefs which they have 
made furpaffes expectation. The greater part of thofe who have 
punttually attended the fchool have learned to {pell and read; 
many of them to read the, Bible with eafe. When the want of lei- 
fure, and the hard fervices of moft of thefe people are confidered, 
their progrefs in learning, by {pending only a portion of one day 
in the week, will certainly be thought confiderable. A number 
of the fchojars, but principally females, have exhibited powers of 
meniory and readinef of committing not often exceeded, One | 
fefvant girl of about 21 years ef age committed to memory and 


répeated with great accuracy about 200 verfes of feripture every 
fabbath for many weeks together; three others of about 18 years 
of age commonly committed about 100 verfes in a week, and a 
number have ufually recited from 20 to 30 verfes a week. lhe 
Catechifm adopted by the Board was introduced the fecond quar- — 
ter, and learned in a fhort time by nearly all the fcholars, and 
was made the bafis of public religious inftruction by the managers 
for fome time. During the former part of the year it was found 
neceflary to devote moft of the hours allotted for the fehool to 
infiructing the fcholars in reading. 

‘The tafk of communicating religious inftruction to thofe who 
cannot read is exceedingly difficult. But as the teachers were 
happily perfons who felt the power of religion in their own 
hearts, they did not omit any opportunity of imprefling the great 
_truths of Holy Writ onthe minds of their pupits in familiar con- 
verfation. Tor fome months paft the managers have endeavored 
to unfold to the underftanding, and imprefs on the hearts and 
confciences of the fcholars, thé great doétrines of chriftianity, and 
the glorious plan of falvation through a crucified Redeemer and 
Mediator, in ftated addreffes to the fchool. Juftice and truth 
fender it neceflary to make a painful dilcrimination between the 
male and female portions of the fchool. With fome few excep- 
tions, the males have been lefs punctual and fteady in attending ; 
lefs orderly and attentive while in fchool; and of courfe their 
improvement has been much lefs than that of the females. 

Uhe effet which this fchool has produced on the charaéter of 
the people of color is obvious. A ftriking difference of manners 
and behavior is plainly feen between thofe who have regularly 
attended the fchool and thefe who have not. 

It is a fubje& of much regret that many of the colored people 
appear ftill infenfible to the difadvantages of a ftate of ignorance 
and vice, and refufe to attend the fchool, notwithftanding the 
motives of encouragement which have been prefented to them. 
‘This is the more furprifing, fince the improvement both in man- 
ners and morals of thofe who have attended is moft apparent. — 
No {chool can exhibit better order, greater folemnity, or more 
intenfe application, than is witneff;d here. A moft refpectful and 
eager attention is almoit univerfally paid to the inftructors by 
their pupils. ‘This refpeét is not confined to the hours of fchool 
or the walls of the fchool room—a fentiment of gratitude for the 
exertions and facrifices made on their behalf feems to pervade the 
breafts of thofe who attend the fchool; and a correfpondent feels 
ing of fympathy, and an increafed intereit for their welfare, has. 
been excited in the hearts of the teachers and managéts df the 
{chocl. Not only have the manners and morals and gest be~ 
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havior of the people who attend the fchool. been vifibly improv- 
ed, but there is fatisfaétory reafon to believe that the fchool has 
proved the means, under God; of turning fome from fin to holi- 
nefs, and from the love of the world to the fear of the Lord. 

The fidelity and punétuality of the teachers of this fchool 
throughout the year has been fuch as to command the admiration 
of the managers. Though a large proportion of them are fe- 
males, it has been rare to fee one abfent even in the moft incle= 
ment days of winter. ; 

The view here given of the progiefs and effects of thefe fchools, 
though limited and imperfe&t, will, we truft, fatisfy the chriftian 
community that Sunday Schools are among the means which God 
is ufing to diffufe Gofpel light. We venture to go further, and 
in view of the great effects produced by thefe fchools in Europe, 
and in many of our large towns, to declare our conviction, that, 
‘after the preaching of the Gofpel, the fyftem of Sunday School 
inftruction is the moft powerful human inftrument which God is 
employing in the advancement of his kingdom on earth. 

he plan was devifed thirty-feven years ago by Mr. Ropert 
Raikes, a benevolent mechanic in the city of Gloucefter, in Eng- 
land. hey have fpread through all the principal towns of Great ~ 
Britain and freland; and by the lateft accounts, the fchools in 
England alone amounted to five thousand, and the number of {cho- 
lars to five hundred thousand. 

Their fpread in this country fince their introduction has been 
very rapid. hey appear to have been firft introduced in the 
city of New-York, by Mrs. IsaseLLA GraHAM, a lady whofe 
memory will long be cherifhed in that city as the founder of the 
moft valuable charitable inftitutions conducted by females. 

In the fummer of the year 1814, that enterprifing woman 
opened a fchool for adults. ‘This was among the laft efforts of 
her benevolence. Early in the year 1816 the Female Union for 
the fupport of Sabbath Schools was formed by the Ladies of the 
different denominations of chriftians in New-York—This Union 
has now upwards of twenty-five fchools under its direction, con- 
taining nearly three thoufand fcholars. Shortly afterwards, the 
New-York Sunday School Union was formed by Gentlemen, 
which has alfo three thoufand fcholars in the fchools under its 
direction: The effeéts of thefe fchools in the commercial capital 
of the State have been anfwerable to every expectation. Multi- 
tudes of children have been refcued from vice and ignorance, and 
the condition and hopes of many, both as to this world and the 
next, entirely changed. It is peculiarly interefting to learn that 
Sanday Schools have been eftablifhed in a number of towns in 
the Southern States for the inftruétion of the people of color, and 
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although in the outfet much prejudice is to be encountered, we 
have great reafon to think that He who has the hearts of all men 
in his hand, is inclining our fellow citizens in the fouthern ftates 
to permit the people of color, bond as well as free, to be inftruct- 
ed in the great doctrines of chriftianity. ‘Chofe barbarous and 
ficnd-like feelings which have formerly degraded the man of co- 
lor, and affigned him a place among inferior beings, are rapidly 
wearing away. he beniyn principles of chriftianity which have 
already put an eid to the infamous traffic in human bodies, are 
advancing with a fteady pace. (hey wili foon, we truft, deliver 
the fouls of the fons and daughters of Africa from the thraldom 
of ignorance. We are led irrctiltibly to recognize the finger of 
the Almighty, in bringing abou: the amazing change of opinions 
in relation to Slavery, and the rights of people of color, which 
has been witnefled in the laft thirty years. Whilft SHarpp, and 
Wirserrorce, aid other chriftian ftatesmen and eminent men, 
were directing their talents to the caufe of humanity, by deliver- 
ing Africa from the fcourge of the flave trade,—a man lefs dis- 
tinguifhed by rank, but whofe name will be enrolled on the fame 
page of illuftrious fame, had his benevolent mind providentially 
dirested to the invention of a fyitem of chriftian inftruction, 
which, above all others, is calculated for the condition of the poor 
degraded people of color. Wherever the people of color, enjoy 
the opportunity of attending Sunday Schools, they will wipe off 
the reproach which has often been caft upon them, of want of 
eapacity. : : 

We are able to refer to inftarices of improvement in the fchool 
of colored people in this city, which are not exceeded in any 
{chools under equal advantages. 

Nor is the improvement confined to individuals. The progrefs 
of the whole fchool is fuch as would be creditable to any fchool, 
of perfons pofl. fling the fame opportunities. 

‘The facts in relation to Sunday fchools, exifting under our owk 
obfervation, added to thofe which we have learned from other 
parts of the world, lead us to contemplate the fyftem of Sunday 
{chool inftruGtion as one of the moft powerful auxiliaries to the 
gofpel difpenfation which has been introduced into the world. — 

When we reflect on the condition of the poor children in the 
great manufacturing towns in Europe, deftitute, as they formerly 
were, of every means of inflruction ; left to fpend their Sabbaths 
» 93 a holiday, in {port and mifchief, with fpedtacles of vice contin- 
ually before them, we thall be able to appreciate the benevolent 
efforts of the iluftrious founder of a fyftem which has raifed thou- 
fhads, and hundreds of thoufands of poor and miferable childreu 
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from the kennels of vice, and placed them under pious and bene 
volent inftructors. 

rhe fyftem in this country is but juft introduced ; but we may 
fafely predict that its effets on our poor children and people of 
color will be no lefs important. We have already forme evidence 
of its happy effeéts among ourfelves, in the {pace of a fingle year. 
Numbers who feldom, if ever, attended any place of worfhip, have 
been induced to attend our fchools, where the truths of our holy 
religion have been prefented to their minds, in a familiar and en- 
gaging manner, Their memories have been ftored with intereft- 
ing paflages of fcripture, and hymns calculated to imprefs their 
minds with important religious truths. * l'ra¢ts and religious books 
have, in a number of inftances, been diitributed as rewards for 
attention and improvement. The inftruction which has thus been 
given, we are confident has not been loft. In the folemnity and 
decorum which prevail i in the {chools, and the good behavior of 
moft of the fcholars, we have the evidence of good effects already 
produced. But we are not always to expect immediate fruit from 
the teed thus fown. While many inftances of inftruétion being 

bleffed, are acknowledged with gratitude, we look forward with 
an eye of faith to effects beyond the prefent time, and even be- 
yond this generation. 

the Board feel it to be a duty on this oceafion to remind par- 
ents, guardians and mafters, of the importance of a punctual and 
regular attendance of the children and {cholars under their 
charge,—lefs need be faid to fych parents as are defirous to give 
their own children the benefit of the religious inftruction in thefe 
{chools ; tendernefs toward their offspring will be a fufficient mo- 
tive with all thofe parents who have any fenfe of the importance 
of their children being inftructed in the truths of chriftianity, but 
who may not have the ability to inftruét them themfelves. In 
behalf of fervants, we would plead moft earneftly, that they may 
not by any unneceffary labors be deprived of the opportunity of 
attending fchool. It concerns the confciences of a}l mafters and 
miftreffes to fee that their houfehold be inftructed in their duty 
to God; and if. they have not leifure or ability to give fuch in- 
ftruction at honie, it would be cruel to deprive their fervants of 
the privilege of attending the Sunday fchools. 

We cannot conclude this Report without rendering to the 
Teachers of the fchools that tribute of approbation which is their 
juft dues You have voluntarily devoted your time and your tal- 
ents to the inftruction of the {cholars now affembled around, you. 
We know that your facrifices have been great. - When, by the 
unahimous voice of the Board of Infpectors, i it was on mature de- 
Tiberdtion deemed proper to continue the fchools during the win- 
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ter, though to effect the arrangement it became neceflary to break 
in on the hours of public worfhip, you confented to forego the 
duties and delights of the Sanctuary in the difcharge of what was 
deemed your higher duty. To your fidelity and diligence in your 
fatiguing employment in the fchools, the managers all bear tefti- 
mony, and your punctuality even in the mid{ft of winter has exci- 
ted their admiration. You have your reward in your own breafts, 
and the Saviour whom you imitate in your labor of love, will 
abundantly compenfate all your cares and toils. Humble as your 
occupation may feem in the eyes of an unthinking world, it is 
your privilege to be called as fellow-laborers with prophets and 
apoitles, and the faithful fervants of God in all ages. Let your 
hearts glow with gratitude that he has made you honored inftru- 
ments to promote his kingdom. If you have ever thought your 
facrifices great, and your labor wearifome; if you have at any 
time fhrunk from the toil, and been ready to turn back, may we 
not confidently afk you Now, whether the hours which you 
have devoted to the Sunday f{chools are not among the beft {pent 
of your lives? Are you confcious of having benefitted your fel- 
low creatures as much in any former year as you have during the 
one fince thefe {chools commenced ? And may we not hope that 
thofe of you who have faithfully endeavored to lead your pupils 
into. the path of holinefs, have felt your own fouls affected more 
fenfibly by thofe facred truths which you have endeavored to in- 
ftill into the hearts of others? If this has been your happy lot, 
we need not feck for motives to lay before you to encourage your 
perfeverance in your work. Your little flocks fitting around you, 
we truft with feelings of gratitude towards you for your attention 
to them, will enfure your fidelity an¢ perfeverance. The kind- 
nefs of your heavenly Father, in preferving your lives and {paring 
‘ your health, and giving you ftrength to difcharge your arduous 
duties, calls for your unfeigned exprefflions of gratitude. 

Of upwards of fixty, teachers who have laboured in the fchoois 
the year paft, one only (an amiable young lady at one of our 
boarding {chools) has been called to the world of fpirits ; and no 
inftance of a death among the fcholars has occurred, to our 
knowledge. 

While we acknowledge the goodnefs of Godin this fignal in- 
ftance of his preferving care, we ought not to look forward to 
another year in expectation of a fimilar exemption from mortali- 
ty. Teachers and fcholars fhould be impreffed with the vaft im- 
portance of being prepared to die. ‘his is the great end of your 
lives. Joyful, beyond utterance, will that teacher’s lot be, who 
fhall be made the infltrument_of converting a pupil’s foul! « My 
fancy,” fays Mr. James of Birmingham, in his excellent addrefs 


to Sunday fchool teachers, “ has fometimes prefented me with & 
picture of a faithful teacher’s entrance to the ftate of her everlaft~ 
ing reft. The agony of diff lution is clofed, the triumph of faith 
completed, and the conquering {pirit hattens to her crown! Up- 
on the confines of the heavenly world a form divinely fair awaits 
her arrival! Wrapt in aftonifhment at the dazzling glory ef this 
celeftial inhabitant, and as yet a ftranger in the world of fpirits, 
fhe inquires, ‘is this Gabriel, chief of all the heavenly hotts, and 
am I honored with his aid to guide me to the throne of God 
With a {mile of ineffable delight, fuch as gives frefh beauty to an 
angel’s countenance, the myftic form replies: * Do!t thou re- 
member little Elizabeth, who was in yonder world a Sunday {cho- 
Jar in thy clafs ? Dott thou recolleét the child who wept as thou 
talked{t to her of fin, and direéted her to the crofs of the dying 
Redeemer? God fmiled with approbation upsn thy effort, and 
by his own fpirit fealed the impreflion upon her heart in charac- 
ters never to be effaced. Providence removed her from beneath 
thy care before the fruit of thy labour was vifible. The feed 
however had taken root, and it was the bufinefs of another to 
water what thou didft fow. Cherifhed by the influence of hea- 
ven, the plant of religion flourifhed in her heart and fhed its 
fragrance upon her chara¢ter. Piety after guarding her from the 
fnares of youth, cheered her amidft the accumulated trials of an 
afflicted life, fupported her amidft the agenies of her Jaft conflict, 
and elevated her to the manfions of immortality. And now, be- 
hold before thee the glorified fpirit of that poor child, who, un- 
der God, owes the eternal life on which fhe has lately entered, — 
to thy faithfal labours in the Sunday fchool; and who is now 
fent by our Redeemer to introduce thee to the world of glory as _ 
thy firft and leaft reward for guiding the once thoughtlefs, igno- 
rant, wicked Elizabeth to the world of grace. Hail, happy {pi+ 
rit! Hail, favoured of the Lord! Hail, deliverer of my foul ! 
Hail, to the world of eternal glory!’ I can trace the fcene no fur- 
ther. I cannot paint the rapture produced in the honored teach- 
er’s bofom by this unexpected interview. I cannot depict the 
mutual gratitude and love of two fuch {pirits meeting on the con- 
fines of heaven; much lets can I follow them to their everlafting 
manfion and difclofe the blifs which they fhall enjoy before the 
throne of God. All this and a thoufand times more is attendant 
upon the falvation of one fingle foul. Teachers, what a motive 
to diligence !” 
By orde of the Board, 


DAVID BUEL, Jun. Secretary. 


e. CONSTITUTION 
Of the SunDar ScHoot AssocraTroNn of the City of TRor. 


Articte I. The name of this Affociation fhall be the SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ASSOCIA LION of the City of Troy. 

Art. II. The object of this Affociation is the inftruction of the 
white children and adults, and alfo of the colored inhabitants 
of the city, who need inftruction in the rudiments of {cience, 
and the principles and practice of morality and religion. 

Art. III. the members fhall confift of all thofe citizens who 
fhall fubfcribe to the Conftitution, and pay at leaft fifty 
cents entrance, and fifty cents annually, to the funds of the 
Affociation ; thofe who pay ten dollars at one time fhall be 
life members, and donations will be thankfully received from 
any perfons, although they may not choofe to becomé mem- 

- .Ders, mt 

Art. IV. The officers fhall be a Prefident, Vice Prefident, Sec- 
retary, and [reafurer, and not lefs than fifteen Infpectors, 
who fhall be chofen from the various denominations of chrif= 
tians which fhall compofe the Affociation. The Board of 
Infpectors fhall organize and manage the fchools which may 
be eftablifhed, and annually report their proceedings to the 

_ Affociation. ; 
Arr. V. Teachers of both fexes fhall be provided by the Board 

to inftruct the fcholars gratuitoufly, and the plan of inftruc- 
tion fhall be as nearly the fame in all the f{chools as is practi= 
cable: one of the Infpectors at leaft fhall attend each of the 

- fchools at every meeting. 

Arr. VI. The fchools fhall be uniformly opened and clofed with 
prayer, and all the fcholars fhall be conducted by their in« 
itructors every Lord’s day to fome place of public worfhip, 
which they or their parents may choofe, and if they decline 
to make a felection the Board fhall direct. 

Art. VII. Ihe funds of the Affociation {hall be under the con- 
troul of the Board, and fhall be appropriated in their difcre- 

tion, to all the fchools according to their neceflities. 

Arr. VUI. The Board of Infpectors fhall meet quarterly at the 
call of the Prefident, and oftener if neceflary. A fermon 
fha!l be preached on the fecond Sunday of July annually, and 
a colleétion raifed for the funds of the Affociation. ‘The 
Affaciation fhall meet annually on the Monday following the 
fecond Sunday of July, for the choice of officers, at fuch place 
as the Board thall appoint. Special meetings may be called 


by the Board. This Conftitution fhall not be altered oF | 


amended, unlefs at an annual meeting, by a majority of twe- 
thirds of thofe prefent. 
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Tue Managers of the New-York Religious Tract Society, 
in presenting the Third Annual Report of their proceedings, 
indulge the hope, that they shall not be considered as having 
been unmindful of the duties committed to their trust. They 
have proceeded in their labours of printing and distributing 
Tracts, as far perhaps as, under the very limited and embarras- 
sed situation of their funds, could have been deemed expe- 
dient. Although what they have accomplished has not been 
commensurate with their wishes, yet they have the pleasure 
to state, that they have distributed more Tracts, and embra- 
ced a wider range of country in their operation, during the last 
year, than in both the former years. 

It was mentioned in the last Report, that the Board of 
Managers had put to press an edition of the Larger Catechism, 
with Scriptural proofs. This edition, consisting of 5000 co- 
pies, printed on stereotype plates, is now completed. Seven 
hundred and ninety-four copies of the work haye been bound ; 
and of these 392 have been sold. The expense of printing 
the edition, including the paper of the whole, and the bind- 
ing of 794 copies, amounts to the sum of $ 636 13 cents. 


It affords the Managers much pleasure to state, that this 
sum of $ 636.13, which is the total expense thus far incur- 
red by the edition, has at length been paid; that there re- 
mains due on the copies which have been sold, $ 24.50; and 
that there is still on hand, including 200 which have been 
sent abroad for sale, 4608, which are estimated in sheets at 
about 700 dollars. Orders have very recently been received 
from the county of Oneida, for 300 copies, together with the 
4pformatiun that several of the congregations in that county 
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have decided to introduce this work into their Catechetical 
Schools. ‘The proceeds of our sales, as they shall come to 
hand, will be apPORROaE to the object for which the Society 
was established. 


The measure of publishing this extensive edition of the Ca- 
techism, was adopted with the two-fold view of increasing the 
funds of the Society, and of circulating widely, and ina cheap 
form, one of the best systems of Divinity which has ever been 
selected from the Holy Scriptures. That both objects will 
ultimately be accomplished, we have yet no reason fo doubt. 
It is obvious, however, that the appropriation of so large a« 
portion of our funds to this work, must have greatly retarded 
the ordinary operation of printing Tracts for gratuitous dis- 
tribution. 

The Tracts on hand, at the commencement of the year, 
amounted in number, as was stated in the last Report, to 
44,601. Since that period, the Managers have printed 45, 000, 
as follows :—viz. 


5000 of No. 4—* The Lord’s Day.” : 


5000 of No. 20—“ On the Third Commandment.” 
5000 of No. 24—*“ The repentance and happy death Ss the 


Earl of Rochester.” 

5000 of No. ery T'o the Spectator of a Funeral.” 

5000 of No. 26—* A Persuasive to Public Worship.” 

5000 of No. qatec Pastoral Visits, and a Serious Address to 
Children and Youth.” 

5000 of No. 283~—“ A Caution against our Common Enemy.” 

5000 of No, 29—“ The Day of Judgment.” 

5000 of No. 30—“ It is a Faithful Saying, &e.” 


They have also in the préss an edition of 5000 copies of 
each of the following Tracts : 


No. 31—* The Dairyman’s Daughter.” 

No. 32—‘“ The Sin and Danger of neglecting the Saviour.” 

No, 33-—“ Sixteen Short Sermons, making a Solemn Appeal 
to the Gonsciences of Men.” : 
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During the last year, the minsneers have distributed 40,474 
Tracts, as follows: viz. 


At Milton, New-Jersey,  - - - - = 129 
At Paulus Hook, Hoboken, and Bull’s Ferry, N. J. 468 
On board the U. S. ship Adams, - - - 216 
To the Female Assistant Society, New-York, - 240 
Among the Manufacturers at Patterson, N. J. - 400 
At South River, N. J. - - - - . 150. 
At Esopus and its vicinity, - ~ - - 610 
At Tappan anditsvicinity, - - -~ - 800 
To the Evangelical Society, New-York, - - 322 
In the western part of Pennsylvania, - rena 950 
In Delaware County, N. Y. - - - - 1025 
In Sullivan County, N. Y. - - - - 350 
At Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co, N. Y. - - 375 
Ata Paper Factory, in Springfield, N. J. - - 200 
On the Niagara Frontier, N. Y. - - - 1487 
At Peramus, N. J. - - - - - - 250 
In the County of Saratoga, N. Y. - - - 700 
On board the Steam-Boats, at various times, - 5089 
In Washington County, N.Y. - - - - 920 
In the state of Tennessee, - - . > 387 
Ln the County of Steuben, N. Y. - - - 258 
At Hempstead, Long Island, - - - - 258 
In Rensselaer County;N. Y. = - - - - 258 
To the Orphan Asylum, New-York, - - : 129 
At Erie, Pennsylvania, - - . ee 258 
On the Northern Frontier of New-York State, - 1300 
At Canandagua, N.Y. - - - - - 280 
In NewEngland, -) - > = +) = = 12,960 
At Elizabethtown, N.J. - - - - - 136 
In the county of Genesee, - . - - 500 
Among the Troops on Staten Island, . - 425 
At Schenectady, N. Y. - - - - - 100 
Among the 'l'roops at Harlaem Heights, - - 1000 


T’o the Dorcas Society in New-York, a) 3m 200 
To the House of Industry, New-York, = tee id 500 
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6 
By gentlemen of this city, on journeys, through most - 


of the interior Counties of this State, Vermont, and 
Pennsylvania, - - - 7 - - 2373 


The residue have been distributed in this city, or delivered 
to gentlemen from the country, to be distributed by them in 
their respective neighbourhoods. 

There have been sold at the Depository, 2782, at the rate 
of one dollar for 800 pages, amounting to the sum of ¢ 23.20. 

There are now on hand 46,345 > viz. 


Of No. 3—1,124. Of No. 2i— 128, | 


No. 4—5,061. No. 24—5000. 
No. 13— 1. No, 25—5000. 
No.14— 10. No. 26—5000. 
No. 15— °° 8. No. 27—5000. 
No. 16— Me No. 28—5000. 
No.17— 11. No. 29—5000. 
No. 20—5000. No. 30—5000. 


‘The Managers have the satisfaction to learn, that most of 
the Tracts distributed during the year, have been received 
with gratitude, and read with attention, and some of them, we 
have reason to believe, with profit. 

In the interior of this State, where the people, although des- 
titute of the stated preaching of the Gospel, have assembled 
on the sabbath to unite in prayer, and in hearing a portion of 
Scripture or a printed discourse, some of our Tracts have 
been read, addressing a monitory voice to the impenitent and 
the thoughtless, and communicating to the pious both instruc- 
tion and comfort. 

In the early part of the last summer, a member of this So- 
ciety, while on a journey into the south-western part of this 
State, distributed a number of Tracts in the town of ; 
a few of which he presented to a Mrs. A . This lady, 
until recently, had been heedless, and inattentive to the con- 
cerns of her soul. She received the Tracts with thankful- 
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néss; and oh reading them, she was enabled to discover, in 
this unexpected present, a message from Heaven—a message 
which taught her that she was a sinner, on the road to the eter- 
nal werld, loaded with guilt, and exposed to the wrath of an 
offended God—a message which filled her mind with deep 
conviction and alarm; which convinced her of her need of an 
interest in the atonement and righteousness of the Redeemer ; 
and which, there isreason to hope, was soon rendered the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God, to the salvation of her 
soul. During the season, she was seized with a fever, and 
while lying on a bed of sickness, she often blessed that Bene- 
ficent Providence who had thrown the stranger, and his reli- 
gious Tracts in her way. After a few weeks illness, she 
died, strong in the faith, and rejoicing in the hope of a blissful 
and glorious immortality. 

The Managers have the pleasure to announce to the So- 
ciety, that they have lately received from the “ Religious 
Tract Society” of London, the very acceptable compliment 
of four octavo volumes, containing 127 different Tracts, and 
comprising a copy of each number it has yet published. 
These volumes will furnish to the Board very interesting se- 
lections for future publication. 

The Managers are gratified to learn the prosperous state 
of that generous and valuable Institution. In the course of 
Jifleen years, it has distributed more than fourteen millions of 
Tracts. It has also been instrumental in forming about a hun- 
dred Auxiliary Societies in Great Britain, and contributed li- 
berally towards the establishment of many similar institutions 
in various parts of Germany, Sweden, and Russia. It has 
published Tracts, not only in English, but also in the Welsh, 
Manks, Gaelic, Modern Greek, French, Dutch, Spanish, Por- 
tuguese, Italian, German, and Danish languages. It has not 
only distributed its publications throughout the greater part 
of Europe, but has also sent them, (to adopt its own expres- 
sions,) ‘¢ as Messengers of the Gospel of Peace, to every quar- 
ter of the globe ; where they have not only been eagerly and 
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8 
thankfully received, but evidently attended with the most im- 
portant effects.” 


In 1808, an Institution, under the title of « The Evangelic- 
al Society,”’ was established at Stockholm, in Sweden, for the 
distribution of Bibles and Tracts. The latter object has 
hitherto principally engrossed its attention. According to its 
Report in 1813, it had distributed in the course of the preced- 
ing year, 142,000 Tracts; and during the five years it had 
been in operation, more than eight hundred thousand. This 
important Society is under the direction and patronage of His 
Excellency Baron Rosenblad, one of the lords of the kingdom 
of Sweden, and minister of State, who was elected as its Presi- 
dent in October, 1813. 


The pious employment of printing and distributing Tracts, 
is also carried on with a liberal and exemplary spirit by many 
of the zealous Christians in Russia, Switzerland, and Germa- 
ny. In Russia, a lady of illustrious birth has translated into 
her own language fourteen different Tracts; and has printed 
and distributed, principally at her own expense, large editions 
of six. One of them, “ An Address to the Afflicted,” was 
printed soon after the conflagration of Moscow ; and, it is said, 
“ proved a most seasonable and unexpected comfort to num- 
bers of the poor sufferers.’’ This noble example has been 
followed by a number of pious persons in various parts of the 
Empire. 


While the Managers communicate these interesting facts, 
for the information and encouragement of this Society, they 
would remind the members, that they are individually enti- 
tled, every year, to 100 Tracts of eight pages each, or 200 of 
four. That so few of the members have availed themselves 
of this privilege, is a subject of much regret. Whether it be 
owing to a forgetfulness of a constitutional provision, or inat- 
tention to what should be deemed a Christian duty, many op- 
portunities of communicating invaluable religious instruction 
to the uninformed, and perhaps of contributing to their eter- 
nal well-being, may have been lost beyond recovery. On this 
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occasion, therefore, we would address fo ourselves, and to 
every member of the Society, the language of revealed truth 

—“ To do good, and to communicate, forget not.”—“ They 
who turn many unto righteousness, shall shine as the stars 
for ever and ever.” 

The Managers, also, could wish it were in their power to 
impress indelibly on every pious mind in our city, the import- 
ance of contributing liberally to the funds of this Society, and 
of distributing extensively, the Tracts it has published. Let 
it not be said, that the distribution of these small pamphlets 
cannot be productive of any essential or important benefit. 
Such was not the opinion of Luther, of Melancthon, of Calvin, 
and their illustrious fellow-labourers in the Gospel Vineyard. 
The Christians of their day, never, under the pretext of 
doing good on a larger scale, withheld their aid in the distri- 
bution of what the enemies of the Reformation termed, in de- 
rision, “ noisome little books *.” As far as the Holy Scrip- 
tures were then circulated, they were every where preceded 
and followed by multitudes of those “ little books ;” and there 
is reason to believe, that the extensive and liberal distribution 
of “ short, scriptural, impressive Tracts,” was one of the prin- 
cipal instruments in the hand of God, of introducing that me- 
morable and glorious epoch in the Christian Church. 


To the narrow vision of mortals, the ways of God are often 
mysterious. He often brings home his children in paths 
which they have not known. He uses, not unfrequently, the 
feeblest instrument for the accomplishment of his purposes, 
that, in the result, his power may be made manifest. Thus, 
under his guidance, even a small pamphlet of four pages, found 
on the high-road, or received from an unknown hand, has 
roused affections which had long slumbered under a preached 


* One of the Popish Complainants against Protestant zeal, during that 
eventful struggle for spiritual liberty, says, ‘‘ The Gospellers of these days do 
fill the realm with so many of their noisome little books, that they be like to 
the swarms of locusts which did infest the land of Egypt.”—15th Report of 
the London Tract Society, page 12. ° 
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Gospel, or melted the heart which the Bible had never soften- 
ed. Indeed, many cases already stand on record, which might 
be cited were it necessary, in testimony of the great import- 
ance of distributing religious Tracts. Through their instru-. 
mentality, the careless sinner has been awakened to a sense of 
his danger; the profligate has been reformed; the backslider 
has been reclaimed ; the sabbath-breaker has been led to the 
sanctuary ; the profane swearer has been made to adore the 
God he had blasphemed; the hardened and stubborn infidel 
has been brought to bow the knee at the foot of the Cross ; 
and even the habitual, self-abandoned drunkard, has been ar- 
rested in his besotted course, and rendered a blessing instead 
of a curse to his family, and an ornament to the Church of 
Christ. 


Such, fellow-christians, is the rich harvest already gathered 
by Institutions like ours ; and such shall we also reap, when 
we shall have scattered the seed with a hand as unsparing and 
liberal as theirs. 


Let us then be diligent, and zealous, and persevering, in our 
exertions to promote the interests of the Redeemer’s King- 
dom. A glorious example is set us by our Christian brethren 
in Europe. Let that example warm our hearts, and invigorate 
our efforts. Let us press ferward with renovated ardor in the 
cause of IMMANUEL, lcoking steadfastly to him for a blessing 
upon the work of our hands; and rejoicing in the precious 
promise, that, in due season, we shall reap tf we faint not. 


By order of the Board of Managers, 


Z. LEWIS, Cor. Sec’y. 
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Officers elected for the year 1815. 


Rev. Dr. M‘LEOD, President. 

Dr. ROMEYN, Vice-President. 

Mr. Z. LEWIS, Corresponding Secretary. 
—- CORNELIUS HEYER, Treasurer. 
—— EBENEZER WATSON, Clerk. 
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Other Managers. | 


Rev. Dr. MASON, Mr. J. NITCHIE, _ 

Dr. MILLEDOLER, | —- G. B. VROOM, 
Dr. PETER WILSON, — RICHARD DURYEE, 
Mr. J. E. CALDWELL, — HENRY RANKIN, 
— L. BLEECKER, — DIVIE BETHUNE, 
— J.P. MUMFORD, — ELISHA COIT, 
— J.D. KEESE, —J. SAYRE. 

ndcelintas 


Selecting Committee. 


Rev. Dr. M‘LEOD, Chairman. wie 
Rev. Dr. ROMEYN, Mr. HENRY RANKIN, | 
———~ Dr.: MILLEDOLER, | Dr. PETER WILSON. 
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Distributing Committee. 


Mr. Z. LEWIS, Chairman. 
Rev. Dr. M‘LEOD, Mr. ELISHA COIT, 
Mr. J.E. CALDWELL, | —~- J. SAYRE. 
—~L. BLEECKER, I 
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APPENDIX. 
oe 
asi of a letter from Mr. F. H. 
ing Secretary. 
New-York, peg 21st, 1815. 


» to the Correspond- 


Dear Sir, 

Tue Traets which you sent to me in J uly last, (about 
1600,) I distributed in the following places, viz. in the state of 
Vermont, west of the Green Mountains; in the state of New-York, 
north to Champlain, and west to Canandaigua. In several of the 
northern counties of Pennsylvania I had an opportunity to give 
them to many who were destitute of the Word of Life. 

On my tour to the western part of our state, I distributed Tracts 
to many families emigrating to the state of Ohio. At taverns and 
toll-gates, 1 generally left one or two. 

When passing through the solitary wilderness, I have visited 
families, many members of which never had an opportunity of 
hearing the glad tidings of the Gospel preached. ‘To these the 
Tracts were very acceptable, and were received with much grati- 
tude. 

In several places I was requested to receive pay forthe Tracts : 
but this, supposing if would not meet the approbation of the Socie- 
ty, I declined. 

At Fly Creek, (Otsego County,) I left a few for distribution 
, a pious resident of that place, who promised to 

give them where he thought they would be acceptable. From 
this gentleman, I received a small donation for the Tract Society. 

The Counties through which I passed in the state of New-York, 
were, West Chester, Putnam, Dutchess, Columbia, Rensselaer, 
Albany, Washington, Essex, Clinton, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Montgomery, Herkimer, Oneida, Madison, Sullivan, Onondaga, 
Seneca, Ontario, Courtland, Tioga, Cayuga, Chenango, Delaware, 

. Broome, Greene, and Reckland. 

At several places at which I called, I found that Mr. ———. 
of this city had preceded me, and had left Tracts. I have reason 
to believe, that much good will result from Mr. °3 tour. 
One pleasing fact I cannot omit here to mention. On his 
way down the Susquehanna, he stopped at the house of Mr. 
A . He conversed with the family on religious subjects, and 

found Mrs. A a stranger to the plan of salvation. She was 
an intelligent woman, and received his advice and instruction 
with delight. Before he left the house, he gave Mrs. A a 
selection of Tracts, which, while she continued in health, she read 
with attention, and it is believed with profit. In the course of a 
few days, she was taken ill, and during her sickness, she request- 


14 


ed the Tracts tobe read to her. She became, to all human ap- 
pearance, a changed person. Her conversation was truly that 
which becometh the Christian; and she often expressed a wish to 
depart, and to be with Christ. Many times during her sickness, she 
spoke of the person who had given her the Tracts, and rejoiced 
that Providence had called him that way. 

These facis respecting Mrs. A ,» Were communicated to 
me, the day after her interment, by a near relation of hers. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 


ee 


EXTRACTS FROM THE APPENDIX TO SEVERAL OF THE REPORTS 
OF THE LONDON TRACT SOCIETY. 


The great desideratum is at length supplied. Those best of 
patriots, the men who sigh for the abominations committed around 
them, instead of presenting here and there a friendly monitor, send 
millions to their work. Yes, millions of Tracts win an easy way 
into circles where the voice of a living evangelist never sounded, 
and would not be endured. ‘They invite the notice of such. as 
feast in mansions, and of such as barely subsist in cottages; they 
are offered to the child in the school, to the traveller on the 
road, to the soldier in the camp, to the seaman on the mighty wa- 
ters, to the victim of disease in the hospital, and to the debtor, the 
captive, and the criminal, within the walls of the prison; they are 
adapted to mersons of every character, and in every situation ; and 
they begin to be distributed with a zeal approaching nearer "than 
was once anticipated, to that point which is justly claimed by the 
importance and diversity of their subjects. 

mt 


Dear Sir, Burlington Key, March, 1a ae 
A man who departed this life about three weeks since, an¢ hy. 
py in the Lord, declared, that some time back, on his opening a 


-gate for me in the road, I gave him a Religious Tract, 
this was the first thing that gave him any concern abot his soul. 
His name was Moses Lowson, a miller. ‘Thus we see. that the 
Lord can work by different means; and if souls are brought to a 
‘eoncern about their eternal state, it is a ‘great mercy. wow 


=.= 
- Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. taal: 
Preston, North Shields, Oct. 5, 1807. 

Dear and honoured Sir, re 
I am happy to inform you, that through Divine goodness, I am 
still enabled to pursue my village-labours as usual, and I trust not 
without marks of the Divine approbation, and hopes of success. 
Our number of hearers is on the increase, and they appear to be 
much more devotedsto God in their Yt, than they were when f 


first went among them. And this,. goa eae attribute to the 
Tracts which you had the gondnes cendme; whieh, through 
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the goodness of God, I firmly believe have proved a blessing to 
many—at least, I can now recollect as many as between twenty 
and thirty, who have at different times informed me of the good 
they have got from them ; and particularly from that on the Av- 
THORITY OF THE Bieue, that to Youne Persons, also that on 
REGENERATION. 

oe + 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Giles, of Dartmouth, dated March 6, 
1807. 


We have nearly distributed the Tracts you sent us, beside some 
we have received from Bristol; and we hope this seed will prove 
fruitful. One of your Tracts was sent to a village 15 miles from 
us, and has, (we bless our dear Lord,) proved the means of the 
elear and remarkableconversion of an aged woman, who {from the 
greatest state of darkness, now enjoys the light of the Sun of 
Righteousness, and her soui is full of love to Christ and his ccuse, 
‘though she never had an opportunity of hearing the Gospel of 
Christ before. te 

Alexandria, Kgypt, July 11,1807. 

A few days ago I had communicated to.me the pleasing infor- 
mation, that a mate of a transport at Messina, since I left that place, 
had got much good, and was awakened to discover his lost condi- 
tion by nature, principally by reading the Tract “ Srrrous 
T'noucurs on Ererniry.” I pray that the Lord may by his 
Spirit carry on the convictions, until they issue in complete sal- 

vation. I had the account communicated to me by an agent‘of 
transports, arrived here from Messina, whose father was a Minister 
of the Gospel. _I have wrote to the young man myself, and hope 
to hear of his progress in the divine life; if so, L. shall bless even 
the day 1 made application to you for Religious Tracts. 
Tam, dear Sir, &c, 


J oseph Reyner, Esq. F. R. 
My very dear Brorner, Steckholm, April 10, 1808. 


Last week the first Tract was printed, and between two and 
three thousand have already been dispersed. and sent to different 
‘parts of the country. We thought it best to print the little Tract 
concerning James Covey first. It has made a very good impres- 
sion on the minds of many already, I have just heard this morn- 
ing that one of them has found its way to the Prince Royal: he 
was rather diverted with the first part of it; but when he came to 
Covey’s conversion, he grew very serious, and at last burst into 
tears. Little did poor Covey think that his history would preach 
the Gospel in Kings’ houses! 

Your’s most respectfully, 
ha ; 4 oe 
From a lady at one of the principal Naval Stations. 
' : > a March 30, 1811. 

It/will be gratifying fo thi 2 © ammittee of the Religious Tract 

Society to learn, that the lib y with which they have permit- 
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ted me to disperse their publications in this place, has not been in 
vain, an evident blessing has accompanied their distribution; 
through the medium of one of them, (I think the Dialogues be- 
tWween a Corporal and a Private Soldier,) a Soldier in one of the 
regiments stationed here, marked, among those who knew him, as 
a most profane and wicked man, has been stopped-in his career of 
iniquity, led to forsake the broad road in which he was walking, 
and enabled, it is hoped, to seek and find the narrow path that 
leads to everlasting life. The circumstance took place before I 
had the honour of addressing your Committee last year, but I did 
not think it advisable to mention it then, lest the convictions made 
on his mind should prove only transient; but from the entire 
change in his life and conduet, there appears no reason to doubt 
the reality of his conversion; his former wicked companions have 
in vain solicited him to return to their society, while those few of 
his comrades, who are themselves religious, beholding the great- 
ness of his change, exclaim, ““ What hath God wrought! It is his 
work, and wonderful in our eyes!’ Another Soldier, it is hoped, 
has been truly awakened to a sense of his sinfulness, by reading in 
that excellent Tract, the “ Short Sermons,” the address on the 
text, “ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” It was put 
into his hand when sick in the hospital, and by it he was convin- 
ced that he was, both by nature and practice, destitute of all holi- 
ness, and consequently without hope towards God ; in considera- 
ble distress of mind, he began to read his Bible, and there became 
acquainted with the gracious method of salvation it reveals. 1 
have seen those who have conversed with him, and they have ex- 
pressed themselves much pleased with his deep humility of mind, 
his earnest desire to walk worthy of his new and holy profession, 
as well as with the accounts they have heard of his general de- 
portment. ; —- 

A Tract undesignedly dropped in the public road, was’ picked 
up by a person, who, upon reading it, became deeply impressed 
with the importance of attending to the things of eternity. 

In general, both in the army and navy, the Tracts have been 
most thankfully received; but particularly so by the Soldiers, go- 
ing outonforeignservice. Many of these poor fellows, astonished and 
rejoiced that any should thus care for their souls, have, in the most 
grateful manner, offered up their fervent prayers that the Divine 
blessing might descend and rest on the heads of their unknown 
benefactors. The solicitude with which the German soldiers seek 
after the Tracts, is highly gratifying ; many of them request a pass 
from their officers, and cheerfully walk several miles, that they 
may obtain some from a man whom I employ as an agent of the 
Society’s bounty. One German who applied, said he had been 
twelve years in England, and not seen any book in his own lan- 
guage, until he reeeived from the above person what he called the 
precious gift of a Tract. Many Prisoners of War, and Convicts, 
have appeared very thankful for | : at have been Sate 
them. T haveseen a letter froma ang man at the ‘ 
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ef Good Hope, giving a very gratifying account of the eagerness 
with which both soldiers and sailors inquire for, and receive the 
Tracts. A pious soldier, returned from Portugal, mentioned that 
the T'racts are*much valued there by the army in general; and I 
have heard the same from another quarter. 1 have also received 
very pleasing accounts from two friends residing in distant settle- 
ments, who have been furnished with ‘Tracts, mentioning the 
avidity with which the Soldiers and Sailors receive and read 
them; and one of them adds, that the good these little publica- 
tions have done, is very great. 
- Iam happy to say that, in a large naval hospital, the Tracts 
have attained a very general circulation, owing to the approba- 
tion they receive from the physician, who has himself undertaken 
to see them distributed among the sick. 
- Lbeg you will communicate to your Committee my thanks for 
the continued honour they confer on me, by allowing me to ex- 
tend so widely the hand of their benevolence. The seed scatter- 
ed by them has already brought forth much fruit, as an earnset, [ 
trust, of a much more abundant harvest to be reaped hereafter, 
and as a stimulus to eee their growing weary in their labours 
of love. 
+ 

Extract of a esse from another Lady, residing at a Sea Port, 

dated July 27, 1810. 

“Tp will give you pleasure to hear of the extensive circulation 
of Tracts in this neighbourhood among Soldiers and Sailors; and 
the avidity with which they are received and read. A pleasing 
instance of success has occurred in the North York Militia: there 
were a few serious men among them when they came here, since 
which six have been added to their number, in consequence of 
Tracts and Bibles having been furnished them; and they retire 
' together in the fields for prayer and conversation. 

** One young man in the regiment, who, notwithstanding the 
advantages of a pious education, had become a notorious reprobate, 
has, through reading the Tracts—“* The Swearer’s Prayer,’— 

“ On Lntemperance,”—*“ On Eternity,” and “ The End of Time,” 
been brought to acknowledge and lament his wicked ways, and to 
resolve, he says, “ with a dependence on Divine grace,” to lead 
a very different life; and I hear he continues to go on well.” 
— + 
Brom a respectable Clergyman in Ireland, who, having been supplied 
by this Socicty, employs a Youth of singular Manners, but.decided 

Piety, to itincrate among the Roman Catholics with Religious 

Tracts. Dated Feb. 8, 1811. 

“ My Tract Boy set out yesterday on his travels, with his 
basket well filled with Bibles, Testaments, and chosen Tracts. It 
will amuse you to hear that his favourite place is a Fuir—where, 
as as he hearsa Ballad Singer, proclaiming his vile and cor- 
rup trash, he approaches the crowd, and loudly declares the 
falsehood of what fmmaypdonps: thea reads some interesting ac- 
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count of a sudden death, or the conversion of a notorious sinner. 
' The simplicity of his manner, and the confidence of truth, which 
is evident in his whole conduct, gain hint many purchasers; those 
who come with their halfpence to buy the vicious Songs, prefer 
the Tracts of this extraordinary boy. Here, indeed, are the weak 
things of the world raised up to confound the wise !” 
From a respectable Clergyman in the Isle of Man: ' 
Kirk Lonan, Jan. 15, 1811. 
Rev. Sir, 

1 Fee it a duty incumbent on me to inform you of an import- 
aut change which a 'l'ract, published by the Religious Tract So- 
ciety, has been instrumental in producing in one of my aged pa- 
tishioners. ‘The person in question has already numbered his 
threescore years and ten, and is fast advancing to eternity. He 
has heen through life a man of decent external deportment, “ who 
trusted in himself that he was righteous,’ while he was an entire 
stranger to real religion, and utterly insensible of his need of a Sa- 
viour. [some time ago presented him with a few Religious Tracts 
made up into a small volume, and among the rest the ''ract “ To 
the Aged.” He appeared highly gratified, and promised to read 
them carefully. Having called on him within these few days, I 
perceived an evident alteration in bis manner and appearance. 
He was eagerly desirous of conversing on his spiritual concerns, 
and began by saying, “ 1 confess, before God and man, that 1 am 
a vile and miserable sinner;” and then taking up the little book of 
Tracts which lay in the window, with tears streaming from his 
eyes, and with the strongest marks of penitence, he spoke nearly 
in these words; “ This Tract, “To the Aged,” has.opened my 
eyes to see myself a lost and ruined man—oh! it has made me 
very wretched ; but then it has comforted too; for it tells me that 
Jesus Christ has saved sinners, as vilerand miserable as 1 am, and 
has brought back wandering souls from the very gates ofhell.” ~ 

On further conversation with him, and from the reports of some 
of his neighbours, 1 find that a deep, and | trust an effectual and 
abiding change has been wrought in him. His views of himself, 
and of the world, are entirely changed. He has begun to search 
the Scriptures with great ardour, and to accompany the reading of 
them with earnest prayer. I perceived, on inspection, that the 
Traet to the Aged had been so often thumbed and read, and pro- 
bably wetted by the old man’s tears, as to be scarcely legible. 

Thereis reason to hope that the Divine blessing has, in many 
other instances, accompanied the visits of these little harbingers 
of salvation to ibe villages and cottages throughout the dste of 
Man; but, should their introduction among us have been success- 
ful only in thts one instance, 1 will be bold to say, that the Sociely 
may consider all their labour of loved in aapeniae of the Tracts as 
absenenntiy, come aeons 
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From a Minisier in Cornwall. 
Penzance, April. 17, 1811. 

Axovur twelve months since, a person addressed me, “ Sir, do 
you remember-about two years ago giving some little books about 
religion, to persons on the road to. the Land’s End?”  L replied, 
that I perfectly well recollected distributing some hundreds in that 
neighbourhood, and about that time.—“ Yes, Sir, and you called 
a poor miner from a field where he was working, and asked if he 
could read; he said, No. You inquired if his children could; he 
replied in the affirmative. You gave him some Tracts; he took 
them home; his children read them to him—the Lord blessed 
them to his soul. His eyes were enlightened, his heart affected, 
and his mind filled with sorrow. He sought retirement, poured 
out his soul before God, became a new creature in Christ Jesus, 
having joined a religious society, and now with his wife and chil- 
dren appears to be following the Lamb, and rejoicing that the 
stranger came, by whom ‘the little books were given—that his 
children read, and his soul is saved.” 

I was deeply impressed with this account, and intimated a wish 
to see him. He was soon informed of it, and sent to request I 
would preach in the neighbourhood. I rode out there one day, 
and found that the good man had obtained perniission for me to 
preach at a farmer’s house, where an aged woman had been for 
many years a cripple, and incapable of hearing the Gospel out of 
that house. I preached there, and continue to do so to this day, 
and have every reason to believe, that the old woman, aged eighty 
years, her son the farmer, and a neighbouring villager, are truly 
converted to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Such has been 
the blessed result of a few of the Society’s Tracts casually dis- 
persed in the most barren part of Cornwall. ‘The miner still con- 
tinues, to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour. 

Some months since, I preached on board a Revenue Cutter in 
Mount Bay, and distributed Tracts to the officers and men. ‘They 
were read with great attention by the larger part of a very aban- 
doned crew; and 1 soon found that one man, who occasionally 
came on shore, appeared to possess some very serious thoughts 
about his soul, and earnest desires for salvation. The Tracts in- 
duced him to attend our chapel.when on shore; and, at the com- 
mencemenat of this year, the Word seemed effectually to impress 
his soul; since which he has left the vessel, lives on shore, follows 
the house of God constantly with his wife and family ; has a pray- 
er-meeting at his house every week, and gives abundant proof that 
grace lias .wrought a great work upon a most desperately wicked 
seaman. 

I have had the pleasure to distribute many Tracts also to 
Frenchmen who have put in here, on their return to France.— 
Some from Spain have presented me their images with the utmost 
veneration, and received my Tracts with real gratitude, promising 
to cifeulate them among their soldiers in France. Several mer- 
chant vessels have been amply supplied. Several of his Majes- 
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ty’s ships have been partially furnished with those precious litile 
messengers of mercy. In one of which the master says he walk- 
ed round the ship one Sabbath afternoon, after they left Plymouth ; 
the greater part of the crew was reading; he beg;-ed to see their 
books, and found they were chiefly Novels, Romances, or the 
most obscene publications of the day. He tenderly pointed ont 
the evil of such books, and said he had some of the utmost im- 
portance with him, but no man should have them unless he would 
lay aside Novels, &c. and read what he would give them. They 
agreed to a man, and he gave them all his Tracts, deeply lament- 
ing that he had no more. He writes for more; ‘and says the crew 
are frequently reading what he has given — 
From a Student residing in a Sea Port. 
Gosport, May 3; 1811. 

Wisurne to encourage your Society in the noble work of doing 
good, I take the liberty of stating a few facts which have come 
under my notice, relative to the distribution of Religious Tracts. . 

About six years ago, a young man in Scotland received a Tract + 
as he was going to work, which proved the means of his conver- 
sion, The Tract was entitled, “« A Dialogue on Regeneration.” 
The young man’ is now an eminently ‘devoted disciple of Christ, 
and has proved, by a holy conversation for six years, that this 
‘Tract was the power of God unto his salvation. This instance of 
real good, resulting from your Tracts, I deferred mentioning until 
I had the clearest evidence of what I have stated: May God ac- 
company every ‘Tract distributed with the like power. —~ 

During the past year, I have distributed about 40,000 Tracts 
in English, furnished by an individual residing in London; 30,000 
of whieh were of the publications of your Society. This number 
has been chiefly given away among the army and navy. The good 
which has been done, I believe, is great, though to me not so fully 
known. One Captain in the army told me the Tracts had pre- 
vented several of the men in his regiment from swearing. A Major 
also told me, that the Tracts, he was certain, had done his regiment 
good. An officer on board one of his Majesty’s ships off the Coast 
of Africa, wrote me that the Tracts had produced such an_ effect 
in general on the ship’s company, that there was a visible change 
on the morals of the men. Several officers on board the ships of 
war have had the T'racts which | have given them, bound, in or- 


_ der to be lent out to the men. And one regiment has had 


twenty volumes of Tracts, two volumes to every company; I 
gave them the 'l'racts, and every man in the regiment contributed 
a,halfpenny to defray the expense of binding them. As to real 
conversions among the army and navy, I believe there have not 
been few: two have been communicated to me by the means of a 
zealous individual, who assists me in my distribution. ‘The one 
was in the army in a Militia regiment, and the other among the 
ynarines. ‘These individuals had never given their eternal saiva- 
tidy a serious thought until they had received some Tracts. ©» 
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1 hone the above instances of the success of the Tracts publish« 
ed by your Society, will tend to call forth redoubied zeal and ener- 
gy in the cause of ‘God. 

Iam yours, respectfully, ; * 
e - re if hi 
eG , 

From a Minister at a Navai Station. ; 

« Ewas one morning called from my study to a person whe 
wished to see me. When 1 entered the room, his appearance re- 
minded me of Covey, being a sailor with a wooden leg, who, with 
tears in his eyes, said, “ Here’s another Covey come to see you, 
Sir.’ Treplied, Iam glad to see you, Covey; sit down. He then 
informed me. that he was a Swede, had been some years in the 
British service, had lost his limb in the action of the first of June 
under Lord Howe, and was now cook of one of his Majesty’s ships 
in ordinary ; it was with reluctance he came into this port, from 
some report he had heard unfavourable to the place. He had 
been for some years married to an English woman, who, when on 
shore, having seen for sale a Tract with a picture of a Sailor in the 
act of having his legs cut off, was induced to purchase it, suppos- 
ing that it might contain something that would please her hus- 
band. It was the Tract of Covey the Sailor, which he read with 
nncommon interest,.as he had known him, and had heard of him 
as having been a brave seaman. 

He had previously to this felt at times considerable companction 
for his sins, and fear of future misery, but knew nothing of the Sa- 
viour through whom his sins were to,be pardoned. He observed, 
*« when I read the Tract, I there saw my own character. Though 
I thought I could fight as well as Covey, I was afraid I could not 
die so well. When I came to that part, “ that none need to des- 
pair, since poor blaspheming Covey had found mercy,” I wept, 
and took courage. After having read it over many times, I re- 
solved | would hear the Minister that Covey heard. I did so; 
and here I heard of that Saviour who is able and willing to save 
my soul to the uttermost, and who [ humbly hope and believe has 
saved me. 

After some months trial of the sentiments, @ispostttot and cha- 
racter of this Swedish Sailor, he was admitted to the Lord’s table. 
His wife, who, at the time she purchased the ‘Tract, was a total 
stranger to every thing serious ; by reading the ‘Tract, conversing 

with her husband, and hearing the word, is become a decidedly 
bv woman, and has for some time been admitted also a member 
ofthe church. It is now more than two years since the conver- 
sion of this sailor and his wife ; but though the minister and mem- 
bers of the church are well satisfied with their conduct, yet know- 
ing their Bibles and their own hearts, they rejoice with trembling. 
In conversation with me a few days since, he observed—“ I am a 
wonder of merey! How astonishing it appears to me that I should 
come‘from my poor country, serve in the British navy, there lose 
_ my leg, come against my will to this port 1 so much disliked ; that 
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my wile, by seeing the picture of Covey, should have’ been indut 
ced to buy the Tract by which L have had my sins so clearly 
pointed out, and that I and my wife should both be made to love 
and serve my gracious Saviour. I now earnestly pray for thesal- 
~vation of sinners, for that of sailors, but especially for my poor 
countrymen the Swedes.” 

. ig 
From a Minister at Birmingham. 

Some time since a friend of mine gave to a woman who attend- 
ed our-place of worship, a-few Tracts, to take home for her hus- 
band, who was about seventy years of age, and had grown grey in 
the. service of sin, having not only neglected religion as his own 
concern, but violently persecuted his wife for her attention to its 
important duties. He read the Tracts delivered to him by his 
wile; andthe bappy result of their perusal was a deep conviction 
of sin and concern for salvation. 

He now became the subject of great distress of mind. His wife 
soon communicated to my friend the success of his donation of 
Tracts, and requested him to visit her husband; he did so, and 
found him all awake to his situation as a lost and guilty sinner. 
'The case was then referred to me. 

_ My first visits were attended with a mixture of pain and plea- 
sure. I was pleased to see the old man enlightened to know his 
danger, but grieved to perceive so many efforts by tears and pray, 
ers to make atonement: for his offences. I feared for some time 
that he had only retreated from the open plains of iniquity into 
the almost impregnable fortress of self-righteousness ; however at 
length he abandoned this refuge of lies to embrace the hope set 
before him in the gospel through faith in Jesus Christ. He lived 
just long enough to lay hold on eternal life, and to afford a pleas- 
ing testimony to the sincerity of his faith. After about six months 
illness, he died in full dependence upon the sacrifice of Christ for 
the justification of his sdul in the sight of Ged; acknowledging 
with almost his last breath, that he should have to bless God for 
ever, for those who had been instrumental in the salvation of his 
immortal soul. 

Another instance’ of good resulting from the distribution. of 
Tracts, which ought to he mentioned, is as follows. A Lady 
lately gave to a young man from the country a few of these silent 
monitors; about two months afterwards he called again, and with 
tears in his eyes begged a few more, confessing that the perusal of 
them had roused his attention to the salvation of his soul, a sub- 
ject which till then he had totally neglected, and that he now re~ 
gularly attended the preaching ef the gospel. Religion had al- 
ready transfused to his mind its characteristic benevolence, for 
his desire alter more Tracts was prompted by a wish to circulate 
ihem among his irreligious acquaintanee, 

A triend vol mine iniormed me that -he had lately. wiaitol a wo- 
man, who-was departing with a hope full of immortality, and a joy. 
fall of glory, whose first serious impressions were produced by a: 
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eause so apparently trifling, as the perusal of the Life ef Ann 
Moore of Tutbury, printed for no other purpose but the pecuniary 
advantage of the publisher, in which there is mention of a dream 
which this extraordinary woman had concerning heaven and hell. 

What encouragement does this circumstance, with a thousand 
others of the same nature, afford, to distribute the productions of 
your excellent Society in both series of 'T'racts, 

- ilies 
Froma Parochial Clergyman, who was present at the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Seciely, 1811. 
Referring to the iJih page of the Report, he writes— 

“‘ When this part of the Report was read, my heart beating in 
unison with every sentence, it brought to my mind the interesting 
circumstance of an old soldier, an out-pensioner of Chelsea Hos- 
pital, Having asked in the usual way whether he could read, 
what his thoughts were respecting eternity, the concerns of his 
soul, &e. and trusting that the few hints I had given him had made 
a favourable impression, I gave hima few ‘Tracts, such as t judged 
most suitable for his case and circumstances, entreating he would 
read with attention at the first opportunity what I particul arly 
pointed out, and sell the rest for his relief. He left me, and | fol- 
lewed him with a prayer that a blessing might attend the advice 
given. About two hours after, returning from a walk, I met the 
old veteran with joy sparkling in his eyes, and tears trickling fast 
down his aged cheeks, in which my sympathetic feelings compel- 
led me to unite. He said, “ Oh, Sir, I shall have cause to bless - 
you as long as I live. 1 have received more light in my mind, 
and more joy in my heart, since I saw you, than in all my life be- 
fore!” He had been sitting under a retired hedge, and reading 
ene or two of the Tracts.” “ : 

From a Correspondent at one of the principal Naval Stations, 

Ir will not, I trust, be unacceptable to the Committee of the 
Religious Tract Society to learn, that their publications continue 
to excite general interest amongst the poor inhabitants of this 
place ; and that amongst the soldiers in particular they are eager- 
jy sought for, and thankfully received ; much good has been done 
in one of the central counties, by the men belonging toa regiment 
just removed, who, going home on furlough, carried with them the 
Tracts they had received, and either gave or lent them to their 
neighbours and friends; by this means considerable attention to 
religion has been excited, and the places of divine worship, which 
before were greatly neglected, have become numerously and con- 
stantly attended. In one family they were mercifully rendered 
strikingly useful: a pious soldier in the above regiment requested 
a few Tracts to send to his parents, who he knew were sadly i in- 
different to their eternal concerns; among those he received was 
the truly excellent one, No. 38, the “Short Sermons,” and it 
pleased God so powerfully to apply the truths stated in it to their 
minds, that they were both awakened to serious reflection, taught 
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to see themselves as lost sheep wandering far from the ways of 
righteousness and peace, and to feel an ardent desire to be admit- 
ied into the fold of the great Shepherd ; the reality Of their desires 
_ is evidenced by a gracious change in their conduct; and the aged 
couple now profess it to be their united endeavour and prayer, to 
be enabled to spend the evening of their days in the service and 
to the praise of Him who at the eleventh hour has extended to 
them his pardon and favour. Many soldiers geing abroad, and 
the poor fellows returning sick or wounded to their country, who 
have had Tracts given them, have uniformly received them with 
expressions of gratitude and joy. A German Officer commanding 
a detachment lately sent on foreign service, perceiving that some 
pamphlets had been circulated among his men, inquired the sub- 
ject of them, and on being informed, expressed much satisfaction ; 
and he desired they might be committed to his own care, promis- 
ing that he would himself see them distributed. There have been 
also many opportunities of dispersing ‘Tracts among the seamen, 
who are always willing to receive, and seem to value them: from 
an Officer on board a ship of war, I learn that he had observed par- 
ticular attention paid to them by those who were past the middle 
age, and that one old man showed an evident change of conduct 
subsequent to reading them: another Officer to whom I had sent 
a number ef Tracts, informs me by letter, that these he has distri- 
buted have always been gladly received, and in many instances 
appear to have made very serious impressions. ‘To this brief ac- 
count of the manner in which the Society’s publications have been 
dispersed and received, it is gratifying to add, that in one large 
town, a weekly prayer meeting is held for the express purpose of 
imploring the divine blessing on their circulation, and of supplicat- 
ing a return of every spiritual good into the bosoms of those by 
whom they are so generously bestowed; and in the conversion of 
eleven persons these prayers have been graciously answered. In 
a part of the country where the people avere lamentably ignorant, 
considerable good has arisen from the dispersion of Tracts. I 
might enter into particulars, and state several pleasing cireuni- 
stances, but I will not trespass further on the time of your Com- 
mittee, though I cannot’close this account of the last year without 
requesting them to accept my thanks for the honour they continue 
to confer on me, in permitting me to assist in their “ labours of 
love:” it is a most gratifying reflection, that amidst the tumults of 
war, and the various other calamities under which most of the na- 
tions of the earth are groaning, these humble teachers are finding 
their way, and silently promoting the extension and universal es- 
tablishment of the everlasting kingdom of the Prince of Peace. 
. * , Sas, | 
» From a Minister at a Sea Port in Cornwall. ~~ 
Dear Sm, April 20, 1812. ~ 
ALuLow me to acknowledge with real gratitude to the Commil- 
tee their valuable supply of Religious T'racts, from which I have 
distribuiged the words of eternal life to 17 ships of war now on ya- 
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rious stations,in most ef which they are committed {o the care of 
pious officers or seamen, who are requested to embrace the most 
favourable opportunities of presenting them to the crews of their 
own ships, and to the boats’ crews of other ships who may come 
along side. 

Great good has already resulted from the circulation of the So- 
ciety’s publications in the Navy; and, though particular instances 
of conversion to God cannot be cited, yet the imprevement in the 
morals of many, and the removal of their prejudices against religion, 
haye ploughed up the ground, and prepared the mind to receive 
the seed of eternal life. 

Sometime ago I ventured to reprove two Naval Officers, who 
were swearing in the most horrid manner; the reproof excited 
such indignation, that 1 thought it prudent to retire; but fearing 
that a prejudice against religious persons might remain on their 
minds, I sent them some Tracts, with No. 30, (On the Third 
Commandment,) uppermost, and requested, by letter, that they 
would accept of the excellent lines on this Tract as my apology 
for reproving them. Under the blessing of God, these little mes- 
sengers of mercy accomplished more than all my argumeats; for 
the next morning I received a very handsome note, apologizing 
for their rudeness, and thanking me for the reproof and for the pre- 
sent of little books ; the same day I went on board the ship, was 
reeeived with every possible attention, and left several Tracts for 
the ship’s company. 

About two years ago, a party of religious persons from hence 
visited the Land’s End, in a Cornish vehicle called a Kittereen. 
it being holiday time, a multitude of people were there assembled 
at their usual sport of cock-fighting. Our friends, after viewing 
the rocks, and taking some refreshment, were about to return; 
when one of them, affected with the deplorable condition of the 
multitude, recollected that she had three Tracts of your Society, 
which she immediately threw out of the window of the carriage. 
One of these ‘Tracts was picked up by a youth, who went home 
declaring, “ he would never attend a cock fight again while he 
lived.” On his mother inquiring the reason, he said, “ Some peo- 
ple in the Kittereen threw out a few little books, in one of which 
I have read something so awful about a cock-fighter, that, by the 
help of God, I will never go to such sports again.” He kept his 
word, and in a lew mouths joined a society of pious persons in the 
neighbourhood. The Tract was No. 76,“ The Swearer’s Prayer.” 

. 5. 
—— 
From a Correspondent at Manchester. 
My dear Sig, May, 1812. 

Tue distribution of Religious Tracts, by the Members of our 
Auxiliary Society, during the past year, has been the means, in 
various instances, of iuclining persons, who had previously disre- 
garded the Sabbath, to become regular attendants on public wer- 
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ship; and, among other cases of evident usefulness, I mention the 
following. 
Some time ago, a friend of ours was abruptly accosted in the 
street, by a stranger, saying, “ Sir, I shall never be out of your 
debt. My son is always reading the little books you gave him. 
He even sits up to read them when he should be in bed.” From 
the conversation which we have since held with the lad, and from 
his general conduct, there is reason to believe that he is the sub- 
ject of truly religious impressions. 
* Another extraordinary instance relates to a notorious swearer. 
The master of the factory in which he laboured, had drawn up 
some rules for the reguiation of the workmen. One of these rules 
required a fine for every oath:sworn in the factory. So dreadful- 
jy addicted was this person to the horrid practice of swearing, that, 
on being informed of this rule, he remarked, “ If this be insisted 
on, | am sure I shall have no wages to receive.” Hearing the re- 
mark, a youth, who is a member of our church, aud who works in 
the same factory, contrived to put into the man’s pocket the Tract 
entitled The Swearer’s Praycr. Since that period, he has net been 
heard to utter a single oath; and there is reason to believe, that 

‘the reading of the Tract was the instrument of producing this ad- 
tirable effect. 

One of the boatmen en the late Duke of Bridgewafer’s canal, 
is, through the same medium, become a trophy of divine grace. 
Like the rest ef his companions, he was a very wicked man; but 
a Tract being given him, he read it, and was thereby brought toa 
serious concera for his soul; and he is now a respectable member 
of a neighbouring church. 

Praying that numerous instances of similar success may attend 
the Religious ‘Tract Society, and every Auxiliary Institution, I 
remain, Yours, &e. 

WR 


—_—~>—- 

From a place in which, very recently, a violent spirit of persecution 

manifested usclf. Oct. 1811. 

’ J wave now the pleasure of saying, that we have good reason te 
believe that the distribution of the Religious Tracts has been ae- 
companied with the Lord’s blessing, at least, so far that a great 
spirit of inquiry has been stirred up among the people ; they re- 
ceive and read them with great eagerness ; so desirous are they to 
read the whole of them, that they make exchanges one with the 
other; and I have no doubt, nay we are assured of it, that since 
the distribution of the Tracts, many have attended the preaching 
of the Gospel, who never before attended; we have as many on 
the Lord’s day afternoons and evenings as the place will hold, and 
¥ believe if there were room, still more would attend ; and what 
renders this good news indeed, is, that it is not possible for people 
to give more serious attention, and L may with propriety add, ap- 
parently feel a more solemn concern; sometimes, when'l am in 
prayer, such a silence prevails as strikes my. mind with a holy awe 


27 


and reverence of the Divine Majesty, and, with good old Jacob,! 

am ready tosay, ‘‘ How dreadtui is this place! this is none other 

but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” Gen. xxviii. 

¥7. } 
——— ‘ 

THE DAIRYMAN’S FAMILY. 
Extract of a Letter from the Master of a Merchant Ship, dated Cones 
Road, Nov. 14, 1811. 

“ A rew days after our arrival! at the Mother-Bank, | was inform- 
ed that Sir. W , the Dairyman’s son, lived at Newport i in 
this island ; and ! had a longing desire to see him. He is a local 
preacher in the island. Having obtained an interview with him, I 
learnt that there is another son, who resides, with the old Dairy- 
man, in the same eottage iv which his sister* died, about ten years 
ago. They were boih at the funeral; but the latter is not a reli- 
gious character. Mr. W. says, that Mr. Richmond’s account is 
very correct. Iam much pleased with Mr. W.’s appearance and 
characier; and ihe family remember Mr. Richmond with affec- 
tion and gratitude.” é' 


hae 
From a Correspondent at Hull. 

Tuer Tracts for Hawkers, [ am happy to say, go off very well. 
I furnish one Traveller, at prime cost, who now takes no other 
Tracts; and will dispose of nearly sixty quires per month. He 
goes into Lincolnshire, and about the East Riding of Yorkshire ; 
and he lately assured me, that he isynow seldom asked for any 
other than Religious Tracts; and that many of the poor, when 
they had procured a sufficient number, had them bound for the use 
ofthe family. Much good, | believe, is done, and at the great day 
‘will appear to have been done, by these little silent messengers. 

—_——— / 
From the Matron of the London Female Penitentiary. 

Onr of the young women, belonging to the Penitentiary, being 
obliged to go to an Hospital, took with her some Tracts, as is their 
general custom to do. Her dress being plain, and her conduct cir- 
eumspect, she wasnamed the Methodist. One day, walking in 
the garden, an old man who saw her, said, “ ‘here goes the d—d 
Methodist.” The young woman heard this; and turning round, 
without upbraiding him, took a Tract out of her pocket, ealled, 
“ Five Minutes Consideration,” and said, “ My friend, will you 
accept of this?” She then left him, and heard nothing of him for 
more than a fortnight. She was then. informed, that a poor man 
was very ill and out of his mind. One of the medical gentlemen 
requested she would go to him, and see if she could do him any 

: she accordingly went, and on her approaching him, addres- 
ged him thus: “ How do you do, Sir? | am a stranger to you; but 
Lam come to see if 1 can be of any service to you.” His answer 
was, “ You are no stranger to me; 1 saw you in the garden, wher 

. * The interesting subject of the Tract, Ne. 31; 
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i d——d you, and called you a Methodist; in return, you called 
me friend, and gave me this Tract ;” (taking the Tract from an- 
der his pillow; “it is this, they say, has made me mad; but I 
have been out of my mind all my life, and this it is that has brought 
xse to my right senses. _Wiil you pray by me?” She prayed by 
him, and read the Scriptures to him; which she continued to do 
for several weeks, visiting him daily: the poor man was astonish- 
éd that he could have lived so long an enemy to God. He be- 
came much concerned fer the salvation of his soul; and she in- 
forms me, that he died happy, depending on Jesus Christ as his 
only Saviour. 

From a Minister in London, 

Mr. ——,, a young man of good connexions in London, having 
mixed with bad company, and become very dissipated, entered 
the army, in a regiment of light horse, when about 19 years of age. 
Here his depraved mind found abundant aliment for its support; 
and he entered, with great avidity, into all the gratifications, of 
what the Scripture designates, the lusis of the flesh. After about 
two years, he returned, on leave, to visit bis sisters; and knowing 
what pleasure he had felt, in hearing the foolish tales and ribaldry 
of the guard-room, he supposed it would afford them entertain- 
ment; but in this he was mistaken; as they were much shocked, 
zo observe such an alarming increase of depravity, of which him- 
self was totally insensible. His youngest sister, a religious person, 
ventured to reprove him. This so much wounded his pride, that, 
after expressing the passion he felt, in an awful manner, he ran 
eut of the house, with the determination of putting an end to his 
ife at Blackfriars Bridge. His sister ran after him; and throw- 
ing her arms about his neck, entreated him to return, ‘Though 
her tears and distress produced no impression upon his ebdurate 
heart, yet the fear of a mob being collected, led him to comply. 
‘The few remaining days of his liberty, he sat sullen in the house; 
2ill he was compelled to ask for some money from his sisters, to 
take him back to his regiment. Obtaining it, he was under the 
mecessity of expressing his thankfulness ; and this exercise of the 
mind first produced an humble and contrite feeling. He was eon- 
scious that his conduct had been bad, and that his character was 
wretched. On leaving them, his sister begged his acceptance of ~ 
some Religious ‘T'racts; requesting him to read and consider them. 
Riding on the coach, he perused some of them. ‘This attracted 
the atiention of a brother soldier, whe entered into conversation 
with him on the subject; and advised him to leave his sinful 
courses and embrace religion. T'o this he replied, “ It is impos- 
sible to be religious in the army.” ‘ No,” said the other, “ not— 
impossible; I am a religious man, though in the army.” On his 
reaching his regiment at , he began to think very seriously 
on his awful state; and was greatly alarmed at the danger to 
which he was exposed. He now attended the preaching of the~ 
gospel, and was soon made acquainted with the way of salvation, 
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through faith in the blood of Christ. The eyes of his understand- | 
‘ing were enlightened; the current of his affections were turned 
into another channel; he was made willing, in the day of God’s 
power, to become a soldier of the cross ; to ‘‘ deny himself, and to 
follow the Saviour.” Since this, he has united himself to a ehurch, 
and has maintained so respectable a character, that he has been 
promoted to the rank of serjeant, and is universally esteemed and 
respected by his officers. As a proof of this, when the recent or- 
der of the Commander in Chief, to establish regimental schools, 
was made known, he was immediately selected, as a suitable per- 
son to be recommended, as the master ef the school. He accord- 
ingly attended the military school at Chelsea, to obtain instruction 
in the plan of education introduced by Dr. Bell; and has been 
fully established in that important station. While in town, his 
religious conversation and fervent prayers were very edifying to 
many persons with whom he associated, who “ glorified God in 
him,” on observing the wonderful alteration produced by the pow- 
er of the gospel, and the beneficial consequences which had al- 
ready resulted from its influence on his mind. 

From the advantages he has derived from the Tracts of this 
Society, he is anxious to make his fellow-soldiers acquainted with 
them, and is very zealous in distributing them; and there is every 
reason to conclude, that from being a pest to society, he will be- 
come a blessing to it; and especially to the children of the regi- 
ment, over whom he will now exercise a watchful vigilance, by 
endeavouring to make them read “ the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make them wise unto salvation, through faith in Jesus 
Christ.” —- 

From a Clergyman. 
Dear Str, June 15th, 1812. 

Ir is always gratifying to me to be able to bear testimony to the 
efficacy of the practice of distributing Religious Tracts; as 1 have 
jong censidered it to be one of the most useful means of doing spi- 
ritual good. A poor labourer in this neighbourhood, of the Ro- 
man Catholic persuasion, who, till last year, was rigidly attached 
to all the errors of that body of people, was brought to the most se-. 
rious and solemn renunciation of popery ; and, by divine grace, to 
the cordial reception of the truth as if is in Jesus, through | reailing 
the Tract, entitled, “ ‘Tur History or ANDrew Duny.” After 
lingeriug some months in a consumption, during which he grew in 
Christian knowledge, faith, and grace, and resisted all the sedu- 
lous endeavours of the papists around him, to bring him back to 
the Roman Catbolic principles ; he lately died, leaving a delight- 
ful testimony behind him of the power and love of the Saviour, in 
delivering a sinner from error, superstition, sin, and destruction, 

Three different instances, of conversion to God, have come _to 
my knowledge, as the consequence o! the publication of the aay 
tive of “ The Dairyman’s Daughter.” The first was a young lady, 
whose parents are truly religious; but who was hersetf unhappi- 
ly prejudiced against every thing serious. Her unpleasant tem- 
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per and behaviour on this subject, were a source of deep afflie- 
tion to her pious friends. About a year ago she fell into a decline, 

and about the same time, “ The Dairyman’ s Daughter” was given 
her by her father toread, She had scarcely read j it, when the first 
tear of true repentance and Christian affection began to flow ; a 
gradual, but truly solid, and most interesting change of views, 
feelings, and disposition, took place in her from that time. She 
exhibited to her delighted parents, every wished-for sign of a re- 
newed heart and mind. She distinetly ascribed the alteration, 
through grace, to the effect produced by reading that Tract. Her 
comp. aint increased; and about nine months after her meeting 
with the narrative, she died in the happiest and most enlightened 
state of mind ; committing her soul, with full hope, into the hands 
of that Saviour, whom she had so long neg!ected and despised. 

The second instance is that of a servant maid in the North 
of England, with whom I recently conversed. She was a total 
stranger to the affections and knowledge of a real Christian, until 
the parochial clergyman distributed a number of the publications of 
the Religious Tract Society in the parish. “ The Dawryman’s 
Daughter” fell to the lot of this young woman, who lived in a very 
irreligious family, and had had no serious inclinations herself, pre- 
vious to the reading of that Tract. ‘The consistent and interest- 
ing account which “she gave, of the effect wrought on her heart 
through that circumstance, afforded me great pleasure. She has 
acquired the Christian confidenee and approbation of her minis- 
ter; and has met with much persecution from the family in which 
she still resides. But the clergyman informed me, that he had 
the strongest evidences of the reality of her religion, that she had 
lately become a communicant at the Lord’s table, and he had 
every reason to consider the change in her views and general de- 

oriment as the work of God. 

Of the third instance, I have not yet received the full partieu- 
lars, but have the assurance of the fact from a friend of unquestion- 
able veracity. It is the case of a gay young officer in the Navy, 
who received from a common sailor, “ The Dairyman’s Daughter,” 
and soon after, “ The Negro Servant.” The consequence has 
been, his becoming an entirely changed character, deeply and 
affectionately serious; and my friend informs me, that his earnest 
and judicious conversations have already proved in the best sense 
beneficial to a brother officer on board the same ship. 

Believe me affectionately yours, 
Extract from the Fourteenth Report of the London Religious Tract 
Societ 

“ We rejoice in reflecting that the j interests of society have been 
promoted. Children have learned obedience, and parents have 
been admonished to bring up their children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. Masters and servants have been instruct- 
‘edi in their appropriate duties. Neighbours have been induced to 
Jove and to serve one another. Swearers have been rebuked; 
the promoters of filthy conversation have been put to shame; sab- 
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bath-breaking has been exchanged, in some instanees, for a de- 
cent attendance on divine ordinances. Many have been restrain- 
ed, and many have been reformed, who, perhaps, have not yet 
been renewed in the spirit of their minds. 

“ But if only one thoughtless sinner has been brought to consider 
his ways, and turn his feet to God's testimonies ; if only one weep- 
ing penitent has been led by our pages to behold the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world, our labour has been well be- 
stowed. ‘'T'o gain one soul, is it not more than to gain an empire, 
era world! ‘Io teach children to sing “ Hosannah tothe Sou of 
David,” to bring back wandering sueep to the fold of Chrisi, to 
persuade prodigals to return to their Father’s house; surely, « an- 
gels were to become incarnate, and to dwell with us, this would 
be their favourite employment. 

«“ The benefits of this institution, however, are not confined to 
the conversion of individual sinners ; they have flowed abundant- 
ly into the Christian Church, It cannot be fally known, till the 
great day shall deciare it, how many have experienced, by these 
means, the revival of good impressions that had been im paived; 
how many have had their good resolutions confirmed and invigo- 
rated; how many have been provoked to love and good workss 
how many have been effectualiy warned by tiem aainst particus 
lar sins, assisted in the discharge of particular duties, and relieved 
under the pressure of particular evils.” 

Dear Sir, Cotion, Suffolk, Sept. 28, 1812. 

Havine been requested to visit a poor man under severe afflic- 
tion, I found it a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
both to myself, my friend that accompanied me, and also to the 
dying man. 1 found him rejoicing in ‘God his Saviour; and, upon 
inquiring into the cause, | found it to be as follows: "As he was 
walking on the road, a Gentleman dropt, from a chaise, three 
Religious Tracts; one of which was * The Warning Voice,” 
which he took home, and carelully sewed them together; after 
reading them with much spiritual profit to himself, he ient them to 
his neighbours; and he informed me,“ The Warning Voice,” 
alarmed his conscience, couvinced him what a great sinner he had 
been, and caused him to ery miglitily to the Lord, and he heard 
his ery, and delivered him out of his troubles. I never visited a 
man who appeared to have such strong faith and confidence, that 
God had, for Christ’s sake, pardoned ail his sins, rejoicing therein, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I read the Tract to him, 
his wife, and daughter, and I hope not without profit to us all; 
then prayed and conversed with him about an hour; after which. 
I had no opportunity of nepiee him n DeeS his death. 
ida Ge 

From the Wife of a Minister 1 residing at a Sea Port. 
Dear Sir, Feb. 26, 1813. 
‘Tu young man on board the Transport, who was so desirous of 
a Bible, was first awakened to a serious concern about eternal 
things by reading the ‘Tract “ On Eternity.” 
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We have a few serious men in one of our regiments of Militia, 
fo whom I have intrusted the distribution of Tracts. They men- 
tion that the Tract “* Sixteen Short Sermons,” has made a deep 
impression on the mind of a young man in their regiment; that 
he has ever since attended, with them, on public worship, and at 
their social religious meetings. This is the second instance I have’ 
heard of this Tract having been rendered useful. ‘Che Tract on 
Swearing has likewise been the means of reforming a notorious 
swearer in one of the regiments here, and has Jed him to attend on 
public worship. A Tract, entitled, “ Swear not at all,” was 
thrown into the hut of a poor ferryman in this neighbourhood; a 
great swearer, and a dreadful reprobate, who was always quarrel- 
fing with his wife. It has produced a most wonderful change ; he 
is “ now clothed and in his right mind;” makes a decent appear- 
ance, and lives happily with his wife. 

Much good may be done by pious persons where Regiments are 
stationed. When a soldier is observed attending a place of wor- 
ship where the Gospel is preashed, or seen at private meetings for 
prayer; by speaking to, or sending for such a one, intrusting Tracts 
to his distribution, putting good books into his hand, or giving him 
suitable ones to lend to his careless thoughtless companions, great 
good may be accomplished; others may be led to think seriously 
of their salvation, and attend upon the means of religious instruc- 
tion. I have adopted this plan with success. When first the 
—___——— Regiment came to this place, with regret, I observed 
not any attended on the preaching of the Gospel; at last I no- 
ticed one; I afterwards saw him at the prayer meeting; I sent 
for him, conversed with him, found he was beginning to seek the 
Lord; he is now at the head of eleven others who have been brought 
to attend in consequence of the distribution of Tracts and loan of 
books, &c. I mention this by way of encouragement to others 
who may adopt this plan. 

Very truly yours C. B.. 
Ph : ents 

‘From a Young Woman in the county of L-——. May 2, 1813. 

By the kind Providence of God, I was called, Dec. 10, 1811, 
to assist others in bearing the remains of a neighbour's child to the 
grave ; on which oceasion I took great pains to curl my hair, and 
place my garments in such a manner, as that I might not bea whit 
behind any of those who were to assist me; in appearance I 
thought myself as gay and clever as any of them. 1 periormed 
my office of bearer; and neither the dead corpse, the solemn pro- 
cession, the sacred service, nor the weeping bereaved parents, pro- 
duced any serious reflection or deep concern about my own soul. 
But the father of the departed child wished the company to stop, 
and was anxious to improve the providence by reading among 
them the Tract called the “ Dairyman’s Daughter ;” which now is, 
and will be, as well as the author, dearly esteemed hy me. By 
this Tract, I trust, my dear and gracious. Redeemer was pleased 
to open my blind eyes, so as to see myself in such a light, as to 


33 
fate myself, and I was awakened to such a concern about ny 
Soul as I trust will never wear away. Did the Dairyman’s Daagh- 
ter go to church from sinful motives, to show her clothes and be 
seen? Oh! this cut me to the heart; I knew not if [ had ever 
been to a place of worship from any better motives; [had all the 
Dairymay’ 5 Daughter’ s sins; and ali my secret and presumptuous 
sins were placed ia array before me. My soul was pressed down 
with guilt; I felt the most unhappy being alive. I strove to con- 
eeal my grief; I wept, I longed to pray, but knew not how to 
pray, nor what to pray for; I feared looking upwards, I trem- 
bled lest God should (as he justly might,) jet me sink into hell; and 
though [ could see all the Dairyman’s Daughter’s crimes my own ; 
yet nothing of her happy state belonged to me. If I had had 
worlds, I would have given them to have been in her happy state, 
but I feared I never should. I feared that mercy could never 
be extended to so sitful a creature. I began to read my Bible, to 
pray, to attend places of worship, with great desire, but still my 
great distress continued. [ read in the Gospel of the prayers of 
the Pharisee and Publican, and a beam of hope was granted to me 
through the Lord’s intimation of the Pullican’s acceptance. But 
still I was near to despair, till the first Sunday in Ajyuil, 1812. 
Mr. B—— of S , preached from the Apostle’s words, “ Unto 
me is this grace piven, &e. in which discourse were shown the 
richness and freeness of the grace of God, which abounds to sin- 
ners through the Redeemer; and he most: pressingly invited sin- 
ners to apply to him. Light seemed to break in upon my mind, 
I saw the way of salvation by Christ, was enabled to cast my soul 
upon him, and in some measure rejoiced in hope of mercy through 
him. I then beheld Christ, as a suitable, able, and willing Saviour, 
and could praise God for his unspeakable gift. Since then I 
have found many sweets in religion and bitters in the world, but 
God is my light and my salvation; therefore [ will not fear; I 
trust he will perfect that which concerneth me, for in Christ I de- 
sire to be found living and dying. Amen. 
M. K, 


a 
From the Secretary of an Auxiliary Religious Tract Society in a 
‘Garrison Town. 
Dear Str, May 12, 1813. 

Ir is with peculiar pleasure [ bear testimony to the efficacy of 
distributing Religious Tracts, as it appears to me to be one of the 
most useful means of doing good to the souls of men. Among the 
soldiers in the several regiments that have, from time to time, been 
quartered in this garrison, the Lord hath abundantly blessed the 
distribution of Religious Tracts ; so that we have good reason to 
hope that several, who before were the servants of Satan, swearers 
and drunkards, have now become the servants of God, readers of 
their Bibles, hearers of the Word of Life, and are walking in the 
ways 6f God's commandments. , 
re gua ss ‘? ‘ 
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Just before the ——regiment left this town, one of the men came 
io a member of our Committee, and declared how thankful he 
ought to be that ever he came hither, as he trusted the Lord had 
met with him, and brought him to the knowledge of himself by the 
reading of the Religious Tracts circulated among the troops ; 
which had occasioned a great revival of religion among them, in- 
somuch that forty of them appeared to have become truly pious 
characters, from reading Traets, and hearing the Word of the liv- 
ing God. 

The same friend reports, that having met with a religious soldier 
in another regiment, he gave him some Tracts to distribute among 
his comrades, which he accordingly did, by giving some to each 
man in the room, excepting one, who was so profligate a eharac- 
ter, that he feared to offer him any, lest he should meet with abu- 
sive and profane language. But God, who hath the hearts of all 
men.at his disposal, had, we hope, thoughts of mercy towards this 
poor creature, who took up one from some which the distributor had 
Jaid about the room, which proved to be “ The Swearer’s Prayer.” 
He was observed to read it with great attention, and afterwards to. 
put it in his pocket. A few days after, his wicked eompanions 
were heard to say, We have not heard such an one swear for se- 
veral days! ‘T’he reason of which was, we trust, that the Lord 
had convinced him of the sin of this practice. He applied to the 
person who had laid the Tracts about the room, to give him one: 
or two more, which he did with much pleasure, and with earnest 
prayer that God would bless them to the snatching him from eter- 
nal ruin. His prayer appears to have been heard; as the con- 
cern about his soul increased, he was led to cry to the Saviour for 
merey, and evidences a renewed mind by a constant attendance 
on the means of grace; aud voluntarily asks leave of bis officer for 
himself and others, to attend a prayer-meeting, when such an 
opportunity oecurs. We cannot help exclaiming, What hath 
God wrought ! pi as ee 


——8 + Gams 


From a Minister near London. 

' Dear Sir, June 12, 1813. 

Asour the middle of last summer, Mr. H. who was then “ liv- 
ing without hope and without God in the world,” passing up the 
New Road, was met by a grave looking person, who presented 
him with the Tract, entitled, “ A Dialogue between a Traveller 
and Yourself.” Mr. H. on reading this Tract in his way home, 
felt new and unusual sensations; it seemed to be the pleasure of 
God to connect with the perusal of this little piece permanent con- 
yviction of sin. On reaching his residence, Mr. H. addressed his 
wife, who also, at that period, was unacquainted with the way of 
salvation, to the following effect ; “ 'This paper was given to me 
in passing along; 1 have read it, and find my mind considerably. 
impressed by its contents. I perceive the course of my life to be 
awfully wrong! I am resolved no longer to continue the practice 
of working on the Lord’s Day, but will immediately seek for some 
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place where I may attend public worship.” Divine Providence 
directed him to our chapel, where the first sermon he heard great- 
ly engaged his attention. He returned home, and told his wife 
that he hoped he had found a place where, in future, he might 
statedly listen to the Gospel, requesting, at the same time, that she 
would accompany him. After the lapse of a few months, I had a 
personal interview with Mr. H.; and, from what occurred on that 
occasion, my mind was pleasingly impressed with a persuasion 
that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mr. H. had reaily “ passed 
from death unto life.” At length, Sir, Mr. and Mrs. H. made a 
satisfactory declaration of their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and, on the 4th of April last, were received into communion with 
the church; since which they have appeared to walk with Chris- 
tian seriousness. I have no doubt, Sir, but that the friends, who, 
IT hope, have thus been “ returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls,” will cordially acquiesce in my concluding this concise ac- 
count of so interesting an event, with my sincerest wish for the 
utmost prosperity to attend the exertions of the Religious Tract 
Society. GPP 3 
From the Rev. Robert Morrison. 
Canton, Dec. 18, 1812. 

Last season, I sent home a Tract which I had written in the 
CuineEse, and printed, entitled, “ A Summary of the Divine Doc- 
trine respecting the Redemption and Salvation of the World.” I 
have been informed, that a person in the City of Canton, (to which 
J have not access,) was reformed in his conduct by means of the 
perusal of the Tract. He was a Chinese Roman Catholic, of a 


vicious life. R. M. 
. ato 
Extract from the Fifteenth Report of the London Religious Tract 
) Society. 


“Tn contemplating the means which the Religious Tract Society 
employs for the universal diffusion of divine truth, your Commit- 
tee gladly observe, that they in a great measure resemble those 
which proved, under the blessing of God, the instruments of effect- 
ing the great work of the Reformation. At that memorable period, 
not only was the volume of inspiration, after a lapse of many 
ages, put into the hands of multitudes, who had so long sat in 
darkness and the shadow of death; but the venerable confessors 
of those days also published, and widely circulated, a variety of 
short, scriptural, and impressive Tracts. Several of these compo- 
sitions yet remain*, as historic proofs of the pious activity of our 
forefathers; and clearly demonstrate, that much of the light of the 
Reformation was diffused through the influence of Religious ‘T'ract 
distribution. ‘The writings of Fox the Martyrologist, and other 


+ Many of these Reformation Tracts are contained in a Work, in 8 vols. en- 
titled, “* The Fathers of the English Church,” published by the Rey, Legh Rich- 
mond, M. A. z 
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coteuporary hislorians, fully confirm and elucidate this statement. 
One of the Pepish complainants against Protestant zeal, during 
that eventful struggle for spiritual liberty, says, “ The Gospellers 
@f these days do fill the realm with so many of their noisome little 
books, that they be like to the swarms of locusts which did infest 
the land of Egypt.”—Your Committee will rejoice in being ena- 
bled, through the liberality of the public, to imitate the example 
of these Gospellers of the Reformation, and to add swarm to swarm 
of their little books, till they abound in all the regions of the 
earth.” 

“ A genuine Religious Tract, adapted to the purposes of your So- 
ciety, is a composition which concentrates the whole practical 
spirit of the Bible into the compass of a few pages. It may ad- 
dress the reader in the form of precept, or narrative; of imagina- 
ry or autbenticated facts. But it is ever clothed in the’ garb of 
holy sobriety. It speaks, in plain and simple language, the ines- 
timable truths of the Word of God. it has a constant tendency 
to interest the heart of the reader, by humbling the sinner, exalt, 
ing the Saviour, and promoting active and universal obedience. 
Of whatever else the ‘Tract may undertake to treat, these three 
scriptural essentials are never forgotten.” 

From Mr. Tobias Kiesling. i 
Nurenberg, April 16, 1814, 

Ly the course of last year, a Swiss Nobleman paid us a_ visit, 
who resided among us for about eight months, and showed great 
Jove and attachment to the people of God. When he first saw me 
distributing such a variety of little books and pamphlets, he could 
not help exclaiming, “ 'l’o what purpose is this waste? his mo- 
ney might have been laid out in a far more useful manner!” I re- 
Jated several anecdotes to prove the utility of this practice; but 
finding him not to be convinced by my arguments, I at length pre- 
vailed upon him to try the experiment himself. He did so, took 
a walk into the country, filled his pockets with T'raets, and libe- 
rally distributed them, with such satisfaction to himself, and bene- 
fit to others, that from this time he made it a point never to go out 
without them. He gave me two guineas, and afterwards six more, 
to get a fresh supply printed ; and did not hesitate, even in pub- 
lic assemblies, to present them to persons of distinction... When 
departing for Berlin, he filled his trunks with a large assortment 
a ‘Tracts, in order to distribute them on his sasaine toe one 
coal kindles another. 

ER} 
From a Resident at Nemfoundland. 
Sir, January isa. 

Rusrecrine the Books I wish you to purchase, permit me to- 
solicit your attention fora few moments: the peculiarity of my 
situation renders your advice and assistance to me at. this time of 
very serious importance. I had from infancy been brought up in. 
the tenets of the Romish religion; but leaving home when young, 
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and mixing generally amongst persons of the Established Church: 
1 soon abandoned the errors of Popery ; but, I must confess, with 
out much, if in fact any, benefit resulting to me therefrom. In 
this frame of mind, aware of the necessity of a change of life, of a 
something hitherto unpractised, almost unfelt, but yet imperiously 
necessary, L procured from Mr. W. last summer twelve-month 
some of the little Religious Tracts he brought with him fo this 
country; one of which, “ Tae Datryman’s Daveurer,” I pe- 
rused with much pleasure; not from any religious motive at the 
time, but, admiring the language, 1 looked upon it as I would a 
beautiful fiction: but the Almighty has been pleased, (through 
the means of that small work,) to make-an impression on my mind, 
which, with His assistance, | trust, will never be eradicated. £ 
have since that period given some time to reflection, which has 
convinced me of the wickedness of my past life; but here I am 
without any person fo whom I can apply for advice. You can 
judge best what books would be most suitable for me in my pre- 
sent state, among which I have to request may bea Pocket Bible ; 
I wish for it as a constant companion. 


J. L. 
From the Minister of tvo Parishes in’ Cambridgeshire. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, April 1, 1814. 


Ir is with great pleasure, I can say, that the Tracts t had last 
spring from the Religious Tract Society, for distribution among 
my parishioners and the neighbourhood, have been very useful ; 
and, to my knowledge, have “proved the means of stiring many 4 
sinner, dead in trespasses and sins, to seek and ask for the way of 
life. Inclosed is a one pound note, a mite collected among my 
Congregation at E , for the purpose of aiding the Society’s 
views of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


J. J. 
eae 
Transmitted by the Auxiliary Tract Society at Colchester. 

May 8, 1813. 
A Femaxr Servant having heard one of the children read the 
Tract, entitled, * lar DairymMan’s DaucuTer,” became exceed- 
ly interested in the narrative ; and from that time was deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of her sinful condition in the sight of God. 
She for some time continued in a state of great distress; and dur- 
ingethis, she went on a visit to her friends, a few miles from her 
master’s residence ; and here she could do no otherwise than ma- 
nifest the concern for her soul which this Tract, under the bless- 
ing of God, had been instrumental in producing. When the hour 
returned at which her master was wont to call his family together, 
for evening devotion, she much regretted her absence, and sought 
an opportunity for prayer; but the posture of worship she was not 
permitted to assume, and she was much interrupted and ridiculed 
by her ungodly relatives. Her sensibility to eternal things was, 
for a short time, somewhat blunted; but returning to her service, 
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she thought much on what had passed; her convictions of sin 
and danger were strengthened, and she was continually haunted 
by dreadiul forebodings and fears: to use her own words, she said, 
« Every thing she did was wrong.” Her master and mistress felt 
deeply interested in her welfare, and took pains, by reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and such books as they thought suitable, to afford 
her instruction and consolation. Her mind, under the blessing of 
God, was gradually relieved; and, suffice it to say, that although 
before, like the ‘ Dairyman’s Daughter, she was “ all for the 
world, for pleasure, and for dress,” she now loves her Bible, seeks 
solitude, and enjoys prayer. It may be proper to say, that she ex- 
presses great esteem for “ THe Darryman’s Daucurer;” and, 
next to her Bible, loves that Tract above all books, as that which 
she accounts the means of her conversion to God. 

Her master and mistress now rejoice in having a faithful and 
good servant; and, to use her master’s words, “ She is now in a 
comfortable state of mind, and, 1 believe, a true follower of Jesus 
Christ.” 

N. G. 


From the Treasurer of an Auxiliary Society. 
‘Rev. Sir, NV: » March 29, 1814. 

I cannot deny myself the pleasure of acquainting you with a 
cheering instance of good, accruing from one of these little publi- 
- cations, which has lately come to my knowledge. For three or 
four years, I have been in the habit of extensively distributing Re- 
ligious Tracts, to the amount of several thousands annually. AJ- 
most daily short excursions into the country, on account either of 
business or health, have furnished me with happy opportunities of 
putting them into the hands of individuals ; and when such have 
not offered themselves, I have eccasionally dropped some on the 
path-way of the turnpike. 'T'wo, thus dropped, were gathered up 
one afternoon, in the early part of last year, by a ship-carpenter. 
Finding what they were, he uttered a volley of horrible impreca- 
tions, with some opprobrious language against the description of 
persons supposed to have dropped them. He had proceeded but 
a short way, when he met with another. It had fallen in the 
middle of the road, among the mud., He utiered another dreadful 
oath, and exclaimed, he “ would not take up that, however.” He 
went past it a short distance, but suddenly turned round, leaped 
over a ditch between him and the carriage-road, and having jick- 
ed up the Tract, began to read it. It was “ Tae Swearer’s 
Prayer.” After reading a few lines, he came to these words, 
“ Tremble, Swearer, while I tell thee,” &c. Immediately the 
stout-hearted sinner began literally to tremble. He felt himself 
“slain by the commandment ;” guilty, and self-condemned. He 
went home in great distress of mind, and so continued about three 
months, when he found peace with God, through justifying faith 
in Christ, and has since walked agreeably to the ree a 

Cc. N. W. 
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From a Tradesman in London. 
Sur, April 6, 1814. 

Tue information I promised you was respecting an aged Tinker, 
whom you may have seen in the streets, crying, “ old pots and 
kettles to mend.” This man, Sir, was a most notorious blasphe- 
mer, in his regular conversation ; calling for damnation upon his 
eyes and limbs. I think he told me he was uttering such words, 
when the use of one‘of his arms was taken from him. I was much 
shocked to hear his language, and represented to him the sinfulness 
of so doing, and told him 1 should not wonder if he were to lose 
the use of his other arm also, if he continued in that course. This 
seemed to make no impression upon him; he admitted it was a 
bad habit, but said, “ he could not help it.’ When he had left 
me, I regretted 1 had not thought to give him “ THe Swearer’s 
Prayer.” ‘That invaluable Tract! concerning which thousands 
in glory will doubtless acknowledge that it was the first means of 
awakening them to know that they were sinners against God. He, 
however, soon returned to my shop, and 1 had the pleasure of hand- 
ing the above Tract to him, together with one “ On THE THirD 
ComMANDMENT,” and some others. He said he could not read 
himself, but his wife should read them to him. At this time, Sir, 
I felt a particular desire that the Spirit of God would bless them | 
to his soul, and Mrs. had a conversation with him, which 
lasted a considerable time, warning him of his danger. These 
circumstances occurred before Christmas, and in the following 
February he came again, almost in tears, thanking God and prais- 
ing him for the light of mind he had obtained through the means 
of these books. Hesaid, he caused his children to sit down with 
him and his wife to hear them; and I was happy to find, that these 
Tracts had encouraged him to send his children to school on the 
Lord’s Day, and to keep them out of the streets; he said they 
made him so happy, as he had quite left off swearing. It was 
highly gratifying to remark the difference in his conversation, 
which was so great, that Mrs. could hardly think him to 
be the same man; (to behold that swearing tongue turned into an 
instrument of praise and thanksgiving, excited our wonder and 
admiration. 

I could mention many instances within my own knowledge, in 
which our Tracts have been greatly blessed: if they have not 
effected the conversion of sinners, they have checked outward 
sins, and the end is known only to our blessed Saviour. QO! that 
we may continue to draw our bows at a venture, for we know not 
to whoin the Lord has designed the arrow ; and the bread that has 
been casf upon the waters, shall be found after many days, to the 
praise and glory of our Redeemer. 


W. G. 
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_ Brom @ Gentleman in London. i) 
Dear Sir, June 11, 1814. 
In the month of May last, a Subscriber to the Religious Trac! 


‘Society was informed of a very distressing case, in G White 
Lion Street, Seven Dials. On his arrival at the place, he found 
a man, thirty-six years of age, weak and emaciated, and apparent- 
ly in the last stage of a consumption. His sickness had rendered 
him for the last eighteen months incapable of making any exer- 
tions for the maintenance of a wife and two children ; and not be- 
ing in any benefit club, their situation was of a very diate ssing na- 
ture. Alter administering to the necessities of the family, the per- 
son Visiting him, made some observations on the cause and design 
of affliction ; and that the Lord had 4 voice in all his dispensations, 
if we had an ear to hear.—T he man’s languid features immediate- 
ky became animated ; and in answer to some questions proposed to 
him, respecting the state of his mind and his hope’ nd the 
grave, he expressed himself thus :—* Before this lo fiction, 1 
lived ina careless thoughtless way ; 1 sought happiness i in the fol- 
lies of the world, and the gratification of myself in those things 
that were within my reach. God was not in all my thoughts; I was 
dark and ignorant in spiritual things; and my pain made me fret- 
ful and peevish. At this time a Religious Tract* was sent to me :— 
where it came from, I know not, I did not inquire about it; but 
after I had looked over a page or two, I thought God had sent it to 
me.—I read it over again and again; and it seemed as if I was 
awakened out of a sleep. —] was alarmed; I saw myself in the aw- 
ful situation deseribed i in this little book ; I felt that 1 was a sin- 
ner :—~I read again; l-saw that I wanted a Saviour, and that with- 
eut my sins were pardoned, af was lost for ever. I began to pray 
fer mercy; I desired from my heart to renounce all my sins; my 
mind-received an increase of light; and my earnest desire for par- 
don of sin, and a sense of the favour of God, increased.” (His 
eyes here appeared to acquire a fresh lustre, whilst he proceed 

—I now began to hope that my sins might be forgiven, mrOgaK 
Jesus Christ, who came into the world to save sinners ; my faith 
increased, | was encouraged to cast my soul on Him alone who 

lied for my sins :—peace and joy sprang up in my heart, di 
could say, ‘ Now, Lord, I will praise Thee; for though Thou wast 
angry with me, thine auger is turned way, "and Vhou comfortest 
me.’—My peevishness was now taken away, and I felt resigned ; 
when I had a little food to eat, 1 was thankful; and when I had 
none, which has sometimes been the case, 1 was blessed with pa- 
tience.” 

Ina few weeks after this interview, he was removed from a state 
of pain and suffering, I trust, to enjoy for ever the presence of his” 
Saviour and Lord. R. Mo 


* It appears the Tract wae, ‘ A Cugistsas Box vor tix Heant,” written by the 
tate Ambrose Serle, Esq. ; inprising € Apo. taat questions :——“ What am I?— 
heream 12— Whither am I going?” 
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Tue Managers of the New-York Religious Tract 

Society have proceeded in their labours, during the 
past year, with unremitted zeal, and they are happy 
to add, with undiminished success. 


At an early meeting of the Board, measures were 
adopted to augment the patronage which had 
been bestowed, with so sparing a hand, upon this 
important and useful institution. A Circular Ad- 
dress, explaining the objects of the Society, and urg- 
ing upon Christians the importance of contributing 

‘to its funds, was ordered to be printed, and to be 
generally distributed among many of the religious 
congregations in this city; and each member of the 
Board was directed to promote the object, so far as 
practicable, by his own personal exertions. In con- 

‘sequence of the measures pursued, we have added 

to our ordinary funds about Six Hundred and Fifty 
Dollars, and have gained an accession of about One 
Hundred and Fifty to our list of annual contributors : 
a result which, although not equal to our wishes, 
has excited our gratitude, and enabled us to extend 
our operations beyond their former limits. 


In the last Report it was mentioned, that a cor- 
respondence had been opened with a respectable 
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gentleman in New-Orleans, on the subject of distri- 
buting French and Spanish Tracts among the Inha- 
bitants of Louisiana. It was also mentioned, that 
although the Board were convinced that great good 
might result from the distribution of such Tracts in® 
that district of country, yet they felt themselves con- 
strained, by the state of their funds, to relinquish 
the measure; at least for the present. It is, there- 
fore, with much satisfaction ve have now to announce 
to the Society, that in the course of the year, dona- 
tions haye been received, for this express object, to 
the amount of One Hundred and Fifty-five Dollars ; 
and that we have ordered the printing of twenty 
thousand Spanish, and fifty thousand French ‘Tracts. 
The whole number of the Spanish, and five thou- 
sand of the French Tracts, have already issued from 
the press. 


An opportunity having lately offered, 2,850 of the 
Spanish, and 100 of the French Tracts, were sent 
to a gentleman of this city, now in St. Jago, in Chili, 
for gratuitous distribution in that destitute part of 
the continent. One hundred of the Spanish Tracts 
have also been sent to the island of Cuba; and a 
quantity in both languages will be transmitted to 
New-Orleans by the earliest conveyance. 


In this new department of their operations, the 
Board ascribe much of their success, under the guid- 
ance of a superintending Providence, to the liberali- 
ty of a worthy and respectable American, now 
residing in Paris. This gentleman, while on ayisit 
last spring to his native country, expressed his 


5 

strong conviction of the importance of distributing 
Religious Tracts in their own language among the 
French and Spanish population of Louisiana and of 
other parts of the continent, by commencing a sub- 
scription for the object with the sum of Fifty Dol- 
lars. It is due to our own feelings, as well as to the 
distinguished liberality of this gentleman, to add, 
that on leaving this city, he gave written instructions 
to his agent here, to present to this Society fifty 
dollars annually for the five succeeding years. The 
first annuity was received from the agent in the 
month of May. We cannot but indulge the hope, 
that this generous example may not be lost upon 
opulent Christians in this religious and charitable 
community. 


Since the date of our last Report, we have added 
the following to our catalogue of English Tracts :— 
The Cottager’s Wife; The Young Cottager ; Early 
Piety ; Happy Poverty, or the History of Poor Blind 
Ellen; To a Youth at School; To aChild; A Leiter 
from a Mother to her only Son ; Reflections on Hebrews 
xii. and 14; Reason’s Plea for Temperance; The Im- 
portance of Speaking the Truth; Remember the Saé- 
bath Day to keep it holy; To the Afflicted ; The Tra- 
vellers, or the Broad and Narrow Way; Family Wor- 
ship; To Children, a New Heart the Child’s best Por- 
tion; A Present to Sunday School Children ; Advices 
to Children relating to Prayer ; Address to Satlors ; 
Address to Parents concerning Sunday Schools. Most 
of these are selected from the catalogue of the Reli- 
gious Tract Society in London. 


‘ 
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The Tracts on hand at the commencement of the 
year, amounted in number to 17,650. — In the course 
of the year, the Managers have printed 180,000; 
viz. 155,000 English, 5000 French, and 20,000 
Spanish, as follows : 


English Series. 


5000 of No. 4—The Lord’s Day. 

5000 of No. 7—Sin no Trifle. 

5000 of No. 9—Poor Joseph. 
10000 of No. 12—A Serious Inquiry. 

5000 of No. 13—The Swearer’s Prayer. 

5000 of No. 20—On the Third Commandment.. 

5000 of No. 26—A Persuasive to Public Worship. 

5000 of No. 27—Pastoral Visits. 

5000 of No. 28—A Caution against our Common Enemy. 

5000 of No. 31—The Dairyman’s Daughter. 

5000 of No. 33—Sixteen Short Sermons. 

5000 of No. 44—The Cottager’s Wife. 

5000 of No. 45—The Young Cottager. 

5000 of No. 46—Early Piety. 

5000 of No. 47—Happy Poverty, or Poor Blind Ellen. 

5000 of No. 48—To a Youth at School. 

5000 of No. 49—To a Child. 

5000 of No. 50—A Letter from a Mother to her only Son. 

5000 of No. 51—Reflections on Hebrews xii. 14. 

5000 of No. 52—Reason’s Plea for Temperance. 

5000 of No. 53—The Importance of Speaking the Truth. 

5000 of No. 54—Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 

5000 of No. 55—To the Afflicted. 

5000 of No. 56—The Travellers, or the Broad and Narrow Way. 

5000 of No. 57—Family Worship. 

5000 of No: 58—-To Children, a new Heart the Child’s best Portion. 
_ 5000 of No. 59.—A Present to Sunday School Children. 

5000 of No. 60—Advices to Children relating to Prayer. 

5000 of No. 61—Address to Sailors. 

5000 of No. 62—Address to Parents concerning Sunday Schools. 


Spanish Series. 


5000 of No. 1—Instrucciones y Obligaciones de la Religion Christiana, 
sacadas de las Sagradas Escrituras. 
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5000 of No. 2—Relacion de la valentia & feliz muerte de Diego Covey, 
Marinero Ingles. 

5000 of No. 3—~Adsuntos que debense considerar; sacados de la Pia- 
dosa Amonestacion de Reynolds. 

5000 of No. 4—Serios Pensamientos sobre la Eternidad. 


French Series. 


5000 of No. 1i—Réflexions Sérieuses sur l’Eternité. 


During the last year 66,220 Tracts have been 
sold, and 8,880 have been drawn from the Deposito- 
ry, by members of the Society, for gratuitous distri- 
bution. 


Of the number sold 15,950 were purchased bysin- 
dividuals, and 50,270 by societies, as follows : 


By the First Female Juvenile Tract Society in New-York - — 200 
By the Newark Tract Society - - - « : 3 873 
By the Clarkfield Tract Society - - - - - = 12000 
By the Somerville Tract Society - - - * =| 100 
By the Columbian Charitable Society, Pompey, Onondago_ - 230 
By the Tract Society at Troy - - - - % -28) 6895 
By the Young Men’s Missionary Society, N. Y. - ~ - - 1160 
By the Female Juvenile Tract Society of the congregation in 
Cedar-st. N. Y. - - - - - - 28) 735 
By the Brooklyn Female Tract Society “UL gre ,0'= SPH 3453 
By the Morristown Sunday School Society = - - - - 1215 
By the Bloomfield Tract Society - . - - - 429 
By the Catskill Tract Society -  - AP tls en 538 
By the Female Tract Society at Raleigh, N.C. - > A721 
By the Elizabeth Town Tract Society h Ar - - - 1423 
By the Baltimore Tract Society — . - - - - 5050 
By the Fishkill Tract Society - - - - - - 950 
By the Female Tract Society at Flatbush - - - - 2611 
By the Petersburgh Tract Society - - . - - . 5090 
By the Greenbush and Nyack Tract Society - - - 300 
By the Tract Society in Princeton College - - ° - 1600 
By the Spencer town Tract Society —- - Hi he = 180 


By the Tract Society at Staten Island : = a2 517 


= 
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There are now on hand, in the three languages, 
122,559 Tracts, as follows: 


Of the English Sertes, 100, 600. 


Of No. 4———1700. Of No. 48——1400.. 
No. 7——5000. No. 49——2800. 
No. 9——2000. No. 51——+2000. 
No. 12——6300. No. 52——1700. 
No. 13—— 300. No. 53 5300. 
No. 20 1650. No. 54——2300. 
No. 26 No. 55——1700. 
No. 27——4800. No. 56——4800. 
No. 283-——4700. No. 57——4550. 
No. 31 5000. No. 58——4200,, 
No. 335000. No. 59 ——5000. 

«No. 44-2800. No. 60-——3700. 
No. 45——2900. No. 61——5000. 
No. 46——2300. No. 62——5000. 
No. 47-———1700. 
Of the Spanish Series, 17,050. 
Of No. 1——4075. Of No. 3-——4475, 


No. 2——~4025 No. 4——-4475. 


Of the French Sertes. 
Of No. 1——4900. 


The following statement exhibits the number of 
Tracts published 2 this Society, since its formation 
in February, 1812 


During the first year peur 38,586 
During the seéond - = + 40,000 , 
During the third - - - ° 45,000 
During the fourth - -  - 70,000 
During the fifth - - - 120,000 
During the sixth - - - — 180,000 
Total in six years = - - 493,586 - 


‘ ) 


‘The Managers have cause to regret that much 
more has not been accomplished by their exertions, 
during the period of six years. They derive, how- 
ever, no small satisfaction from the fact, that they 
have proceeded as far in the labour committed to 
their charge, as the restricted means with whick 
they have been furnished, would permit. It is also 
a pleasing circumstance, that both the amount of 
their funds and the extent of their operations have 
been annually increasing ; and under this view of the 
subject, they have reason, in the emphatic language 
and the fervent spirit of Paul, to thank God, and take 
courage. 


In the course of the last year, a number of reli- 
gious Tract Societies haye been formed in various 
parts of our country. Of the establishment of seve- 
ral of these, the Board have received official infor- 


“< 
etter to the Corresponding Secretary, dated on 


the 25th of February last, announced that a Memale 
Tract Society had just been organized at Flemington, 
in the state of New-Jersey. This Society com- 
menced its operations with about seventy members 
of various religious denominations, who, as stated in 
the letter, “ were induced to form the institution by 
the great good that had been done by the circulation 
of Tracts, which pious individuals had kindly sent 
among them, for gratuitous distribution.” 
7 


Another letter, dated on the 20th of the last month, 
gives a very interesting account of the efficacy of Re- 
t, B 
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ligious Tracts in the reformation of the father of a fa- 
mily and two of his sons. The father, it appears,is more 
than 60 years of age; and for thirty years he had been, 
not only profane and dishonest, but also an habitual 
and confirmed drunkard. His sons, bronght up in 
indolence and early trained to vice, had become as 
depraved as their father, and like him, obtained their 
subsistence by pilfering the property of their neigh- 
bours. Within the last year, however, they have 
happily abandoned their intemperate and vicious 
habits. They, who were formerly “ awfully profane, 
and consequently despisers of every thing sacred,” 
have become serious and punctual attendants upor 
the duties of the sanctuary; have instituted “ family 
worship” ‘at home; and have * publicly led in 
prayer, on several occasions, at a society in their 
neighbourhood.” Among the external fruits of their 
reformation, their dwelling, which was formerly the 
abode of “poverty and of wretchedness,” has become 
the habitation of “industry, neatness, coon 
comfort.” The striking and happy chang he 
circumstances and the moral character of this family, 
is ascribed, “ under the blessing of God,” principally 
to “ the perusal of Religious Tracts.” The letter, 
detailing the circumstances of this interesting case, 
of which we have here given but a brief summary, 


will be published in the Appendix to this Report. . 


In the month of March, the Board were informed. 
by a letter from Mr. Samuet JoNANT, that a So- 
ciety had “lately been formed in the city of ‘Troy, 
for the purchase and distribution of Tracts.” “ The 
young gentlemen who compose our Association,” 


i 


the Secretary remarks, “ promise to themselves the 
satisfaction of distributing Tracts to a wide extent ; 
and they trust, that the same benevolent spirit which 
is so manifest in the disinterested proceedings of the 
New-York Religious Tract Society, will now operate 
to our advantage, in the purchase of the Tracts we 
hope to distribute.” Orders have been subsequently 
received from this Society for the purchase of 6895 
Tracts. . 


In the same month, information of the establish- 
ment of a Tract Society at Newark, in the state of 
New-Jersey,was received, in a letter from Mr. Moses 
Lyon, its Corresponding Secretary. A copy of its 
Constitution and an order for the purchase of 873 
Tracts, were also transmitted to the Board. 


In the month of January, the following letter was 
received, announcing the formation of a Female Juve- 
nile Tract Society in this city, and accompanied with 
the donation mentioned therein: 


“ Mr. Z. Lewis, Corresponding Secretary of the New- 
York Religious Tract Society. 
“ Respected Sir, 

“It is now about one year since a Society was 
formed in this city, entitled, the “ Female Juvenile 
Society of the Presbyterian Congregation in Cedar- 
street.” The object of the Society, as expressed in 
its Constitution, is “ to cherish and cultivate the duty 
of devoting a portion of our spending money to aid 
in promoting the glory of Gop, and the good of our 
destitute fellow-creatures.”. The members meet 


= 
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ouce in each month for the purpose of paying their 
monthly dues, and of receiving a supply. of Religious 
Tracts for gratuitous distribetion: By a constitu- 
tional provision, the Board of Managers are at liberty, 
to appropriate a part of their finds to such religions 
or charitable uses, as they, at stated periods, may 
select. 


$6 Believing, that in no way whatever, can we bet- 
ter dispose of our present surplus funds, than in pre- 
senting them to the New-York Religious Tract So- 
ciety ; desiring, also, to offer to that Institution some 
mark of our good wishes and esteem; and trusting 
that its Managers will not “ despise our day of small 
things,” we venture, through you, to beg their accep- 
tance of the trifling sum of Ten Dollars. 

«While we rejoice, Sir, in the present usefulness 
of your Society, you will permit us to express the 
hope, that in future, you may meet with still greater 
encouragement and success; and may be rendered 
the honoured instruments of arresting many in their 
heedless and sinful course, and of bringing them to 
the knowledge of the true Gop, and of his Son 
Jesus Curis. 


“| have the honour, Sir, to subscribe a iting in be- 
half sion our Society, a 
* Yours, &c. 
“« ELIZA S. LEWIS, Sec’y. 
“ New-York, Jan. 22, 1818.” , 
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The Board received this donation with the liyeliest 
satisfaction ; and they avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity to recommend to parents the propriety of en- 
couraging their children in the formation ef Societies 
for religious and charitable purposes. ‘The recom- 
mendation is offered, not so much for the benefit the 
children may confer on others, as for the good they 
may acquire to themselves. The advantages they 
may derive from such associations, if, as in the pre- 
sent case, well conducted under the inspection and 
patronage of a judicious and respectable matron, 
may be of incalculable amount. ‘They will, at least, 
be thus put in the way of forming, in their childhood, 
habits of usefulness, which, it may reasonably be sup- 
posed, will be strengthened in maturer years; of 
devoting the dawn of their lives, in some degree, to 
the service of their Creator: and, if crowned with 
his blessing, of early ripening for an inheritance in 


the kingdom of glory. 


During the past year, the Board have been favour- 
ed with communications from several of the Tract 
Societies mentioned in our former Reports. 


A letter from Mrs. Goopwin, Secretary of the 
Female Tract Society in Raleigh, N.C. was receiy- 
ed in the month of July, accompanied with an order 
for the purchase of about 4700 ‘lracts. A second 
order, to the same amount, was subsequently receiv- 
ed. In the first letter, the Secretary informs us, that 
the me, represents had distributed during 
the year about 12000 Tracts. ‘ There have been,” 
she adds, “five Female ‘Tract Societies established 


a 
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in this state, since the formation of ours. So rapidly 
has the desire increased of doing something in the 
Lord’s Vineyard. How strong the force of exam- 
ple! and how cautious should we be that our exam- 
ples are such as God will own and bless.” 


From the Secretary of the Baltimore Tract Soci- 
ety, a letter was received, dated in June, and cover- 
ing an order for 5050 Tracts. 


The Female Tract Society at Brooklyn, in the. 
neighbourhood of this city, have purchased at our 
depository during the year, about 3450 Tracts. In 
their second Annual Keport, dated in October last, 
they have stated a number of interesting cases, in 
which their Tracts have been perused with visible, 
and it is believed, with permanent benefit. From 
one of the letters which accompany their Report, 
relating in some measure to our own Society, we 
quote with pleasure the following extract: 


“ Shelter Island, Sept. 13, 1817.—Agreeably to the 
wishes of the Brooklyn Female Tract Society, desir- 
ing to know what benefits have resulted from the 
ati of Religious Tracts sent us, | have the 
pleasure to state, that about the time we received the. 
Tracts from your Society, we received some from 
the New-York Tract Society, and sétme from indi- 
, viduals in New-York and Connecticut. These were 
promiscuously distributed, and read with avidity, 
and were of very great use in the late r l of re- 
ligion in this pith Two instances I have heard-of 
with us-~a man and woman, who are now rejoicing 
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in hope, state their first convictions to be from read- 
ing or hearing read, some of those Tracts. Many 
of them were well calculated to read in our religious 
conference meetings. A prayer meeting was held 
on the evening of Christmas, and was generally at- 
tended; and a Tract, entitled sixrren sHoRT SERMONS, 
was read, which appeared to be peculiarly blessed. 
We humbly hope the fruits of this revival were more 
than fifty persons, thirty-nine of whom have connect- 
ed themselves with the Church. God is pleased to 
make use of instruments to promote the interest of 
his Church in the world; but to his name alone be 
all the glory.” 


In a letter of the 9th of July, from Miss Kiveman, 
Corresponding Secretary of the Providence Female 
Tract Society, we were informed that they “had dis- 
tributed during the past year 15,000 Tracts; had 
principally supported four schools in destitute parts 
of the state; and had contributed to the instruction. 
of a few indigent scholars in a fifth school.” — In the 
same letter, the Secretary observes—* We had a 
very good sermon at our anniversary in June, from 
* the inspired injunction’ cited in your fourth Annual 
Report,—Zn the morning sow thy seed, and in the even- 
ing withhold nObithine hand ; for thou knowest not which 
shall prosper, or whether they shall both be alike good. 
The preacher urged us to perseverance, commended 
our Schools, and gave some useful directions in re- 
lation to our Teachers. I send you a dozen copies 
of our Second Annual Report. May the great Head 
of the Church hear the prayers, and bless the exer- 
tions of his people, for the diffusion of the light of 


‘ 
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Divine Truth, until there shall be one Lord, and his 
‘name one, throughout the earth.” 


Another letter from Miss Kingman, dated the 17th 
of January, says—* Durmg the past summer, our 
Society has supported three Schools, hesides a few 
indigent scholars, who were admitted into others on 
our account. The reports of the Teachers are un- 
commonly interesting. ‘Two of them evince as in- 
defatigable, energetic, and successful labours, as any 
we have before received. One hundred and fifty 
children, who were objects of charity, have been 
taught in these schools.” 


From the “ Savannah Religious Tract Society,” the 
Board have received the generous and-acceptable 
donation of One Hundred Dollars. The amount of 
this donation, which proved an important and sea- 
sonable relief to our funds, was enclosed in a friendly 
letter by the Rev. William B. Johnson, President of 
the Institution. From the President’s letter, we 
quote the following paragraphs : 


« The Board of Managers of the “ Savannah Re-” 
ligious Tract Society” learn with pl ure, that the 
New -York Religious T ract Society” inues to pur- 
sue its benevolent course, notwithstanding the pecu- 
niary embarrassments under which it labours. It 
is, therefore, with sincere regret, that they perceive 
the least delay in its operations, arising from the 
want of funds. They lament that this delay should 
take place, not only as it affects the more immediate 
distribution of Tracts through the members of the 
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Society, but also as it affects the supply of these in- 
teresting productions, which other Societies haye 
been accustomed to receive from its depository. 


“ Engaged in the same work, and desirous of con- 
tributing to its progress, the Board resolved, at their 
last meeting, to present to the New-York Religious 
Tract Society a donation of One Hundred Dollars. 


“ The Board having done me the honour to com- 
mit to my charge the transaction of this business, I 
now enclose the amount to you with much pleasure. 
You will be pleased, ir, to accept my cordial < appro- 
bation of the object of your Society, and my sincere 
wishes for its prosperity.” 


A very friendly and interesting letter, dated the 
6th of June, was received from Josevu Tarn, Esq. 
a member of the Committee of the Religious Traci 
Society in London, accompanied with a copy of their 
Eighteenth Annual Report. From this letter, we 
have the pleasure to present the following extracts : 


“ Your much esteemed fayour of March 29th, of 
the current year, together with several copies of your 
last Report, were duly received by the Committee of 
the Religious Tract Society. 


“« The Committee have requested me to assure 
you, that they have been highly gratified with the 
proceedings of the Wew-York Religious Tract Society, 
which they cannot but regard as an instrument, 
raised up of God for the most important purposes, 
z C 
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in promoting the enlargement of our Redeemer's 
kingdom; and they solicit the favour of mutual and 
more frequent communication; together with a re- 
ciprocal interchange of ‘Tracts, with permission to 
re-print any that may be deemed suitable, which are 
not already in the catalogue of the Society desiring 
them. 


“ An opportunity offermg to send a small parcel, 
the Committee avail themselves of it, to send you a 
copy of their Report, which is now in the press. As 
this copy contains all the intelligence, you will ex- 
euse its being destitute of the title page and list of 
subscribers. Perfect copies shall follow at an early 
opportunity. 


“The Committee have directed their depositary 
to send, with the perfect copies, specimens of all the 
Tracts they have published subsequently to those 
which were sent to your Society in 1815,” 


This letter contains, also, a number of useful re- 
marks on the subject of Sunday School and Hawker’s 
Tracts, of which the Board will probably avail them- 
selves in some of their future operations. The spe- 
cimens of Tracts mentioned in the letter, together 
with twenty-five copies of the Eighteenth Report, 
were duly received. Some of the copies we have 
presented to Tract Societies with which we corres- 
pond, and others will be distributed in the same 
manner, as opportunities may offer. 

The Board, on reading this Report of the London 
Tract Society, have been highly gratified with the 
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surprising extent and success of their efforts. They 
have appropriated, during the past year, more than 
2,500 dollars to the aid of Tract Societies on the 
continent of Europe, and the printing of Chinese 
Tracts in Asia; and have issued from their deposi- 
tory, in various forms, “ more than Three Millions 
and a Half of Tracts.’ Who can calculate the 
amount of benefit, which may, under the blessing of 
God, result to the souls of men, from one year’s ex- 
ertions of this distinguished, active, and: vigorous 
Institution ! 


From the Tract Societies of Bristol, in England, 
and Glasgow, in Scotland, the Board have not been 
favoured, during the last year, with either letters or 
Reports. It is understood, however, that both have 
proceeded in their labours with their usual activity 
and spirit. 


From the “ Liverpool Religious Tract Society,” we 
have received their Third Annual Report. By this 
Report it appears, that they had distributed, in the 
course of the yéar, more than 265,000 Tracts; and, 
during the two years and a half the Seciety had been in 
operation, upwards of 622,000. “ Your Committee,” 
says this Report, and the Board would adopt the 
language as equally applicable to our own Institu- 
tion—* Your Committee cannot conclude, without 
_ looking back upon the year which has just closed, 
with the mingled emotions of thankfulness and re- 
gret; while they anticipate the future with. confi- 
dence and hope. Although much has been done, 
and good beyond our calculation, has, no doubt, 
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already resulted, and will hereafter result, from the 
labours of the past year, still how disproportioned 
have they been to the quantity of ignorance, misery, 
and vice, they have been directed to relieve! Had 
the Committee men and money at command, toval- 
most any extent, they could find employment for 
the whole. How many fountains of the water of life 
must spring up amid.the desert, ere it break forth 
with singing! how many refreshing showers must 
yet fall, ere it blossom as the rose! ‘and how many 
tributary streams must pour their waters into these 
rivers of life, ere the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea! It is to 
explore and supply new channels for these celestial 
streams, that we are associated, and you again inyit- 
ed. The Commitice fondly hope that the invitation 
will not be in vain; and that you will not be satis- 
fied with merely assisting in so good and glorious 
an enterprise, but that you will also employ your 
influence to interest your friends in it, and never, 
never, relax your exertions, while there is a spot in 
your native land, or a region on the face of the 
earth, which the life-giving principles, disseminated 
by your publications, have not visited and blessed.” 


From the continent of Europe, our information is 
of the most favourable and encouraging kind. A 
compendious statement on this subject, as reported 
by the Committee of the London Tract Society, will 
be published in the Appendix to this Report. We 
shall here, therefore, only observe, that, since our 
former advices, new Societies have been established 
in various parts of the continent, and those pre- 
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viously in operation, are generally increasing in en- 
ergy and in usefulness. 


We have thus presented to the Society a state- 
ment of the proceedings of the Board of Managers 
during the past year, together with a view of our 
correspondence, both domestic and foreign. In con- 
cluding our Report, we cannot omit to congratulate 
the Society, on the present sublime and auspicious 
aspect of tie’ Christian world. Institutions for the 
promulgation of revealed truth are every where 
springing into life, and pursuing the great object of 
their existence, with uncontrolled and triumphant 
vigour. The friends of the Redeemer, in every 
quarter of the globe, are rising from their long slum- 
bers; girding on the Christian armour; and “ ad- 
vancing from victory to victory,” under the banners 
of the Cross. The multiplied and combined movye- 
ments in the moral world appear to mark the ap- 
preaches of that period, when the Sayiour or MEN, 
assuming his legitimate authority, shall become the 
King of Nations as he is the King of Saints ; when 
the blessings of his Gospel shall be acknowledged 
from the rising to the setting sun; and when all the 
_ ends of the earth shall sce the salvation of our God. 


Yes, Christian Brethren, the day of millennial 
glory will soon, we trust, dawn upon our sinful and 
benighted world. ‘This desolate and barren wil- 
derness will soon, in a moral sense, be clothed with 
the verdure, beauty, and bloom of Eden. Every 
valley shall soon be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
he made low: the crooked shall be made straight, and 
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the rough places plain: the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it: for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. Soon shall the Seventh Angel 
sound; and the proclamation, issued in Heaven, 
shall be echoed through the earth—Alleluia, the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth—the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ. 


This stupendous revolution in the moral state of 
the world, although the work of an omnipotent hand, 
will doubtless, in some measure, be achieved through 
the instrumentality of human exertion. Perhaps the 
establishment of Sabbath Schools—perhaps the dis- 
semination of Religious Tracts, the distribution of 
the Bible, the labours of faithful and pious Missiona- 
ries—perhaps the varied and vigorous combination 
ef Christian effort, in this eventful age, are designed, 
under the control of the Prince or peace, to subdue 
his enemies, and to prepare the way for his universal 
reign. Let the hope urge us forward, in our work 
of faith, with a purer loye to the glory of his king- 
dom; and although the consummation of that glory 
may not be accomplished before we shall have been 
gathered to our fathers, yet we will indulge the ex- 
pectation, that we shall, ere long, suryey it from 
the Paradise on high. Let the hope inspire us with | 
higher ardour, and prompt us to nobler resolution, 
in our hallowed enterprise: and, as there ts joy in 
Heaven over one sinner that repenteth on the earth, we 
will indulge the expectation, that we shall, ere long, 
participate in those holy transports which will per- 
vade the celestial hosts, when, looking down from 
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the realms of bliss, they shall behold this miserable 
abode of pollution and of servitude, transformed into 
a happy, repentant, and emancipated world. 
By order of the Board of Managers, 
Z. LEWIS, Cor. Sec’y. 


New-York, Feb. 1818. 
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Officers elected for the year 1818. 


Rey. ROBERT B. E. M‘LEOD, President. 


ARCHIBALD MACLAY, First Vice-President. 


— ALEXANDER GUNN, Second Vice-President. 
Mr. ZECHARIAH LEWIS, Corresponding Secretary. 
— CORNELIUS HEYVER, Treasurer. 

~— MARCUS WILBUR, Clerk. 


Other Managers, 


Rev. JOHN KNOX, 


—— ALEXANDER M‘CLELLAND, 


Mr JOHN D KEBSF 

—— LEONARD BLEECKER, 
—— JOHN P MUMFORD, 
—— ELISHA COIT, 

—— WILLIAM COLGATE, 
—— CHARLES RICHARDS, 
—— JOHN CAULDWELL, 
—— ISAAC HEYER, 


Mr. JOHN NITCHIE. 

—— JOHN BE. CALDWELL, 
—— JOSEPH OTIS, 

—-— OLIVER WILCOX, 
—— SAMUEL MARSH, 
—~— ABIJAH FISHER, 
—— NAJAH TAYLOR, 
—— JOHN R. HURD. 

~—— KNOWLES TAYLOR, 


—— ALEXANDER C JACKSON, 


—— HORACE W. BULELEY, 
—- JOHN ADAMS, 


—— WILIIA.: CAIRNS, 
—— HENRY RANKIN. 


Selecting Commuttee. 

Rey. R. B. E. M‘LEOD, Chairman. 

Rev. ARCHIBALD MACLAY, Rey. J. KNO 
—— ALEXANDER M:'CLELLAND, | Mr. J. E. CA DWRLE. 


Distributing Committee. 


Mr, Z. LEWIS, Chairman. 
Mr. K. TAYLOR. 


Mr, L BLEECKER, 
——E COiT, —— A.C JACKSON, 
=—— 5 OTs. —— 0. WILCOX, 
—— C. RLCHARDS, | —— W. COLGATE. 
—— J. D. KEESE, 


Printing Committee. 
Mr JOHN E. CALDWELL, Chairman. 


Mr. A. MACLAY,~ Mr. L. ee 
—— J. KNOX, —— A. FISHER. 
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CONSTITUTION 


New-York Religions Tract Society. 


I. The Tracts procured or published by this Society, shall be 2 i ne 
wise inconsistent with the principles of the Reformation. 

If. Every annual subscriber, paying Two Dollars in advance, shall be 
considered a member; and a donation of Twenty Dollars shall consti- 
tute a member for life. 

Itt. The funds shall be employed as a mean of enabling the Society 
to distribute and sell the Tracts at a cheap rate, Annual subscribers 
shall be entitled to Tracts to the value of one half their annual subserip~ 
tion ; and members for life to Tracts to the value of one dollar per an- 
num, and in the same ratio for any sum above twenty dollars. 

IV. The business of the Society shall be conducted by thirty mana~ 
rers, viz. a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Clerk, and 
Corresponding Secretary, and twenty-four others, who shall be elected 
by ballot at the annual meeting, on the second Wednesday of February. 
Any five members shail be a quorum. 

V. The Managers shall make by-laws for regulating their transac- 
tions; shall fill up vacancies that may occur in the Board during the 
year, and shall lay a statement of their transactions before the Society, 
at the Annual Meeting. 

VI, Allsales of Tracts made by the Depositary, shall be for cash. 

Vil. A meeting of the Society shall be called by the President, at 
the request of any five members. 

VIII. Twelve members present at any meeting of the Society shall 
form a quorum. 

1X. No amendment shall be made to this Constitution, unless by the 
consent of two-thirds of the members present at any regular meeting of 
the Society. 


BY-LAWS, &c. 


[. ‘The Board of Managers shall meet once in every second month, 
calculating from the first Tuesday of the month of February; and on 
ihe appearance of a quorum, the President shall open with prayer. 

II. Immediatety after prayer, the Clerk shall read the minutes of the 
preceding meeting. 

Ill. Unfinished business, and reports of committees, aie be taken 
up and disposed of, before any thing is introduced de novo. 

IV. A motion must be seconded, and afterwards repeated aloud by 
the President, before it may be debated ; and every motion shall be re- 
duced to writing, if the President, or any other member, require it. 

V. An amendment may be moved on any ngtions and shall be deci- 
ded before the original one. 

VI. Every member speaking shall rise and aditrdes the chair; and 
no one shall speak oftener than twice on any motion, without request- 
ing and receiving Jeave of the President; nor in any other case shall 
he be permitted ‘to speak without first stating the subject. 
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VII. It shall be the duty of the President at every meeting of the 
Board, to state the business lying in order before them, as well as the 
question under discussion; to keep the speaker to the point, to preserve 
order, and to appoint members of committees not otherwise appointed : 
but he shall not take part in any debate, nor propose any new measure, 
without leaving the chair. In case of an equal division, when he puts 
the question, he shall give the casting vote, and may assign his reasons. 

VIII. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to carry on the corres- 
pondence of this Society, and, either in interesting cases, or ‘when 
specially directed by the Board, to lay before them copies of such cor- 
respondence. He shall prepare, ror the inspection of the Board, in due 
time, the Annual Report. , 

IX. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take order that all mo- 
nies subscribed for this Society be duly collected, at the least possible 
expense; to answer all orders on the Treasury by this Board ; to keep 
regular accounts ; and to exhibit the state ofthe funds to such auditors 
as shall be appointed by the Board, to prepare for the Annual Report. 

X. The Clerk shall read the minutes of each meeting of the Board 
before adjournment, shall transcribe them into a book for the purpose, 
and shall always have the meetings of this Board in said book, contain- 
ing alsoa copy of the Constitution of the Society, and of these By-Laws, 
for the inspection of every member. He shall give notice, in due time, 
to each Manager, of the meetings of the Board. 

XI. There shall be three Standing Committees annually appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to report at each meeting of the Board their pro- 
ceedings since the last meeting. The jfirst shall be called the Commit- 
tee of Selection, and shall consist of five members, the President being 
one of them. They shall have power to procure and select Tracts at 
discretion. The second shall be called the Committee of Distribution, 
and shall consist of ten members, together with the Corresponding Se- 
cretary. They shall have power to fix the prices of the several Tracts, 
to appoint Depositaries, and transmit Tracts to them for sale; and to 
distribute Tracts gratis. The third shall be called the Printing Com- 
mittee, and shall consist of five members; of whom two shall be chosen 
from the Committee of Selection, and two from the Committee of Dis- 
tribution. It shall be their duty to cause to be printed, and superin- 
tend the printing of the Tracts, whenever an edition shall be directed 
by the Board; to'cause the Tracts, when printed, to be counted, and 
packed in bundles of from 100 to 500 each, and thus delivered at the 
Depository; and to certify as to the correctness of all bills in relation 
to the printing of Tracts. 

XII. The President shall have power, either on his own motion, or at 
request of any two Managers, to call occasional meetings of this 

ard. 
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The fi lowing Circular Letter may be considered as personally address, 
ed to every gentleman and lady who may read tt : 


Tne Managers of The New-York Religious Tract Society,’ deéep- 
ly impressed with the importance of disseminating Divine Truth througli 
the medium of small Religious Tracts, feel desirous that their Christian 
Brethren, in various parts of the country, should aid them in their useful 
labours. As the best mode of calling forth the exertions of their fellow 
Christians in this important work, and of securing a general distribu- 
tion of Tracts, they would recommend that Auxiliary Societies be es- 
tablished in all the towns and villages in the State. Could this be ef- 
fected, no doubt many, very many, of the Redeemer’s friends through- 
out our cotintry, wotild engage with ardour in 4 workso welléalculated 
to promote the interests of his kingdom. : 

Under this impression, the Managers have directed me to address to 
you this Circular, requestitig you to consult with afew of your most in~ 
fluential neighbours on the subject; and if it meet their approbation, to 
convene the gentlemen of the neighboiirhood for the piirpose of forming 
an Auxiliary Society. ' 

As itis desirable that all the Auxiliary Societies should be formed on 
the same general principles, I am also directed to forward to you the 
annexed plan, leaving you to vary any of the articles, as local circum- 
stances may require. 

When an Auxiliary Society shall have been formed in your neigh- 
bourhood, I shall be happy to be informed of the fact. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient Serv’t, | 
Z. LEWIS, 
Cor. Sec’y of the New-York Religious Tract Society). 


a 


PLAN OF AN AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 

Approwng the object and plan of The New- York Religious Tract Society, 
we whose namesare hereunto annexed, agree to form on Ausiliary So- 
ctety for the distribution of Religious Tracts in this vicinity, and to 
adopt the following 

CONSTITUTION. 


_Axticre I. ‘This Society shall be called The Auxiliary Religious 
Tract Society of : 
Art. II. The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, who, together with 
other members of the Society, selected for the purpose, shall constitute 
a Board of Managers, to conduct the business of the Institution. 
_ Arr. III. A general meeting of the Society shall be held on the 
first ————-day of Novembér, anitially, to be called the Annual Meet« 
ing, at which the Officers and other Managers shall be elected; the 
Annual Report of the Managers be received, and any business relating 
ta the general object of the Society, transacted. 
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Ant. IV. It shall be the daty of the President, or in case of his ab- 
sence, of the Vice-President, or if both are absent, ofa Member chosen 
for the occasion, to take the chair, to keep order, and to cause the bu- 
siness of the Society to be conducted with propriety, regularity, and de- 
spatch. 

Arr. V. It shall be ihe duty of the Secretary to keep the minutes 
of the Board of Managers, and of the Society; conduct the correspond- 
ence; report from time to time to the Board; and prepare the Annual 
Report to the Society. 

Art. VI. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of the 
funds of the Society ; to dispose of them according to the resolutions of 
the Board of Managers; and to render an account to the Society, an- 
nually, of his receipts and disbursements. 

Arr. VII. The Managers shall meet, at least, once in every three 
months, at such time and place as they may appoint, for the transaction 
of business; they shall have power to adjourn their meetings at plea- 
sure; and of their number, members shall be a quorum. 

Art. VIII. Each member of the Society shall pay annually into the 
hands of the Treasurer, a sum not less than one dollar, for the purchase 
and distribution of Tracts, and for the payment of the current expenses 
of the Society. 

Arr. IX. A Committee of Distribution shall be annually appointed 
for disseminating Tracts gratis among the poor, and among: persons not 
inclined to purchase, and also to dispose of others to purchasers. 

Arr. X. A place or places of deposite shall be fixed by the Mana- 
gers, and a Depositary appointed, who shall deliver Tracts according 
to the directions of the Board; he shall keep an accurate account of 
the different Tracts received, their numbers and disposition; he shall be 
accountable to the Board of Managers, make report to them when re- 
quired, and pay over the monies received from the sale of Tracts to the 
Treasurer of the Society, to be at the disposal of the Managers. 

Arr. XI. Such sums of money, as can be spared from the necessa- 
ry expenses of the Society, shall be, from time to time, transmitted to 
The New-York Religious Tract Society, for the purchase of Tracts, to 
be disseminated through the district in which the Society is esta- 
blished. 

Arr. XII. TheSecretary of the Society, immediately after the an- 
nual meeting, shall transmit to The New-York Tract Society a copy of 
their Annual Report, and such other information as may be calculated 
to show the utility of such institutions; that the whole of the benefits 
arising therefrom, as far as they are known, may be comprised in the 
general Report of the New-York Tract Society, for encouraging the 
exertions of the friends and followers of the Lambin every quarter. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS 
NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
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LIFE SUBSCRIBERS OF TWENTY DOLLARS. 


Ash, Thomas Heyer, Garrit Sturges, Josiah 
Bethune, Divie Hubbard, David G. Shaw, Mrs. Jane 
Bancker, Mrs. A. Kane, John Strong, Benjamin 
Brinckerhoff, A. jr. Lewis, Beal N. Thompson, Robert 
Dey, Anthony iMatthews, Rev. J. MW: |Vandevoort, W. L. 
Tustan, Peter McCrea, Mrs. Mary Van Nest, Abm. 
Duryee, Richard |Reed, Stephen Varick, Richard 
Fitch, George Rutgers, Henry 40) Wilbur, Marcus 
Hall; Wm. Smith, Nathaniel Wilder, S. V.S. 56 
Heyer, Isaac Smith, Win. Wilson, Wm. 
Heyer, Cornelius Swan, Benjamin Zebriskie, Christian 


Annual Subscribers of Two Doilars, and upwards. 


A. Bingham, M. N. Clawson, L. 
Allen, Andrew | Bogert, James, jr. Curtis, Benj. 
Auchincloss, Hugh |Benson, Samuel, jr. Clark, Curtis 
Anderson, James Bleecker, James W. Couch, Wm. 
Adams, John Bleecker, John A. ;Conger, Henry 
Abramse, Jacob Brown, David Chase, Johnson 
Andrews, David Brewster, Joseph Codwise, Mrs. David 
Amerman, Peter Bowers, Mrs. Mary D. 
Austin, Daniel 3}Beekman, Mrs. Joanna |Dominick, James W. 

De Forest, Eeve 


Averill, Heman 


Bloodgood, John 
Bracket, J. W. Dunning, Wm. 


Derry, H. T. 


Basset, Rev. John 


Barton, Erastus Cs Darling, Thos. 
Bailey, Benj. Cahoone, Wm. 5|Diederick, George~ 
Boorman, James 5|Crosby, Wm. B, 5) Dering, Nicho) H. 
Bonner, Alexander Concklin, James _ | Dunning, Julius 
Butler, Elibu Chapman, Wm. 8. Duffie, C. R. 
Bruen, Matthias 3|Coit, Elisha Dey, John O, 
Bulkley, Horace W. Chapman, Wm. 3}Davenport, Rufus 
Bingham, John Collins, Isaac, jr. Duryee, J. W. 


Bleecker, Garrit N. Cairns, Win. 
Bleecker, Leonard Caldwell, J. EF. 


Downer, Samuel 
Duffield, George 
E. 


Boyd, Samuel Cunningham, R. 

Barnum, George Cowperthwaite, J. K. |Ely, David, jr- 
Brewster, Lemuel Coles, John B. Erwin, Richard 
Beekman, Gerard Coit, Levi Eastburn, James 
Brittan, Stephen P,. Cosine, Garrit Edgar, M. B. 
Burras, Francis Corning, Jasper Evarts, Frederick 
Brooks, C Coe, George W. Ebrich, John M. 
Butler, Wm. Chester, Wm. W. F. 
Buffet, Wim. P. Chester, Thomas Forsyth, John 
Bulkley, Archibald Colgate, Wm. Ford, John 
Blatchford, Rey. Henry | Cauldwell, John Fanning, Nancy 


Bishop, D. L.. Coit, Henry Fish, Abm. K. 


Field, H. W. 
Franks, Josiah J. 
Falconer, Archibald 
Fitch, James 
Fountain, Aaron 
Gibson, Wm, 
Gray, Jobn 
Graham, John 
Gamage, Amory 
Grant, Rev. Mr, 
Giraud, Joseph 
Gallaudet, P. W, 
Gosman, George 
Gunn, Rev. Alex, 
Givan, John 
Gregory, D. H. 
Graham, Joseph 
Greely, Augustus 
Glass, Alex. S. 
Gassner, Andrew 


fintou: John W. 
Hewitt, Gideon P. 
Haggerty, John 
Hone, John 
Hone, Philip 
Hinsdale, Horace 
Hyde, Simeon 
Hardenbrook, W. jr. 
Hervey, Mrs. C. L. 
Hattrick, Peter 
Havens, Henry 
Heyer, Walter W. 
Havens, Rensselaer 
Hyde, John B. 
Hill, Henry 
Hunt, John 
Halsted, Jobu 
Huntington, A. J. 
Hawes, Peter 
Hopkins, Richard 
Howard, Wm. 

I, 
Ives, Isaac 
Irving, Ebenezer 


Jay, John 

Jay, Wm. 

Johnson, I. 

Johnson, John 

Jobnston, John 

Jackson, Alex. C. 
K 


Kirk, Thomas 
King, Henry 
Kellogg, Jona. W. 
Keese, John D. 
Kip, Isate L. 
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Knight, Abraham 
Kelso, James 
Kennedy, Samuel L. 
Knox, Rey. John 

L 


Lathrop, Joshua 
Lewis, Stevens I. 
Lewis, Z. 
L’Hommedieu, S. 
Logan, David 
Little, Jonathan 
Loomis, Lebbeus 


$|Lowe, Rev. Peter ' 


Lent, John A, 
Luff, John N, 
Ludlow, Ezra 
Lord, Thomas 


Lamb, L. 
L’Hommediey, F. 
Lewis, Eliza S. 
= Sophia M. 


Lord, Rufus L. 
Ledyard, Mrs. S, 
Laidlaw, John 

M. 
Murray, James B. 
McLeod, Rev. Dr. 
Milledoler, Rev. Dr. 
McCormick, Hugh 
Mumford, John Py 
Maclay, Rey. A 
Mead, Jared 


3| Mix, Elij ah 


Millbank, Samuel 
Maltbie, James R. 
Murray, James I. 
McCallum, Arch. 
Magee, James 
Morison, John 
Maltbie, Eben. D. 
Mason, Rey. Dr. 
McClelland, Rev. A. 
McKinnie, Jos. P. 
Marshall, Mrs. Niobe 
Mulligan, Wm, C. 
Morton, Thos. C. 
McKnight, J. M.S. 
Mills, P. L. 
Masters, Thos. 
Manley, Dr. J. N. 
N 


Nelson, Joseph 
Neilson, Wm, jr. 
Nitchie, John 
Nitchie, Mrs. Eliz. 
Nitchie, Miss Eliz. 


te 
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|Oxborne, Charles 
Lawrence, Samuel A. | 


ans 


[Nex ‘Miss Helena 
[Nevius Peter I. 
j Nevins, R. H. 
Nevins, R. L. 
Norwood, A.S. 
Nichols, Miss Antoinette 
Neilson, Dr. John 
oO. 
Ogden, Joseph 
Otis, Joseph 


Otis, Asa 
Ogden, Charles C. 
P 


Perit. Pefetiah 
Peck, Isaac 

Prince, Christopher 
Post, Joel 
Pennoyer, Robt. M, 
Phoenix, Alexander 
Postley, Charles 
Pike, Ben). 

Penny, W. K. 
Palmer, J. J. 

Poe, Wm. 

Post, John 


' Q. 
Quarier, Samuel W. 
R.’ 


Richards, Charles 


;Rich, ‘Thomas 


Romeyn, Rey. Dr. 
Rankin, Henry 


McLeod, Rey.’R. B. E. aie Stephen 


Ray, Frederick W. 


MeWhir, Rey. W. (G.)}Robinson, W 
|Raymond, Eliakim 


Robinson, Wm. H. 
Roosevelt, James 
Rich, Stephen A. 
Rich, Thos. B. 
Richards, Abin. 
Richards, Mrs. Abm. 
Roe, John : 
Roe, Isaac F. 
Rollinson, Charles 


Scofield, Jesse - 


Sayre, John 
Stirling, Wm. 
Stirling, James 


|Seymour, a 
{Stidell, Thos, 


Slidell, Miss Caroline 
Stephens, Garrit 


‘Smith, Gamaliel 


Smith, Robert C, 
Smith, Gilbert 
Sayre, Joseph 


ff 
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Hy 
Stephens, John, jre Tenbrook, Henry Williams, Eliphalet 
Stevens, Ebenezer 5] Taylor, Knowles Williains, Rev. J., 
Wood, Benjamin 


Paylor, Andrew 
Tracy, Frederick A. | Wallace, James 
hompson, Wm, R. Worthington, John 


Storm, Stephen 
Simonson, John 
Shipman, George P. 


Scott, James Tappan, Arthur Woodhull, Ezra C. 
_ Sharpe, Peter Thomas, Thomas H. Wright, Finley 
Stokes, Thomas Todd, Wm. Wilson, George M. 
Sebring, Isaac U. West, John 
Suydam, Corns. R. Ufford, Hezekiah G. Watts, Robert 
Squire, Charles ve Watson, Joseph 
Stansbury, Samuel Vroom, G. B. Wilcox, Oliver 
Steel, Isabella Vroom, John P, Watkinson, Wm, 


White, Elihu 
Weed, Maltbie 
Warren, Joho 
Wickham, Dan. H, 


Varick, John V. B. 

Van Allen, Corns, C. 
Van Wagenen, G. H, 
Vanderbilt, John, jr. 


Stirts, Elijah 
Stewart, John jr. 
Storm, Thomas 
Smith, Wm. 


Stewart, Wm. B, Van Solingin, H. M. Warren, John G. 
Smith, Wm. R. Van Winkle, J. Walker, Samuel 
Starr, Charles Van Zant, Rev. Peter |Warner, H. W. 
Sunday School, No, 5 | Ww. Warner, George 
Smith, John J. Wendover, Peter H. 5|Whelpley, Rev. P. M, 

AX Wetmore, Noah Weed, Nathaniel 
Tallman, Jacob Whiting, Samuel 4| x 
Thomson, James Wilson, Dr. Peter Young, Henry 
‘Taylor, Najah Williams, Wm. jr. 
‘Toler, H. K. Whitlock, E. L. 
t 
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Dusit the past year, donations have been received to the amount of 
318 dollars 50 cents, for the general objects of the Institution, and te 
the amount of 155 dollars, for the express purpose of printing Tracts in 
the French and Spanish languages. Among the donations of the past 
year, we would mention particularly a pair of ear-rings, presented hy 
a young lady of Greenwich, Connecticut, which were generously re- 
paired for the Society without charge, and afterwards sold for four do}- 
Jars. We state this fact as an example to other ladies, desiring them 
to recollect, that ornaments, which have become useless to themselves, 
“may be productive of much benefit, if presented to an Institution like 
this, 


APPENDIX. 
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The following is a copy of the Circular Address, mentioned in the first 
page of the preceding Report : 


(CIRCULAR ADDRESS.) 


THE Managers of Tne New-York ReEticious Tract Society, in 
calling the attention of the public to the object of this Institution, and 
soliciting their patronage, are aware that the contributing to the distri- 
bution of Tracts may be viewed as one of those smad/ duties which are 
oft-times passed by without either reflection or compunction. But, is 
the most humble endeavour to propagate truth and increase holiness, be- 
neath the attention of the most exalted? Is that, which has been the 
instrument of reclaiming the drunkard, and of restoring him to his fa- 
imily and to society; which bas changed the voice of cursing and profa- 
nity into adoration and praise; that which has been a solace to the heart 
of sorrow; which has edified in faith and comfort, the poor, the wretch- 
ed, and desponding: in short, is that which has been the vehicle of eler- 
nal life to the souls of men, a small matter? 

Whether we consider the authority of God, the welfare of society, 
the present happiness of mankind, or the worth of spiritual and eternal 
things; we shall be convinced of the duty to leave no effort untried 
which has a plausible tendency to effect a reconciliation of sinners with 
the Holy One; to diminish crime, and increase happiness. The great 
God himself condescends to the most minute concerns. He numbers 
the hairs of our heads; directs the sparrows’ flight; and oft-times by the 
feeblest means effects the most stupendous results. The angels of glo- 
ry disdain not to be messengers of mercy, ministers of peace, to the 
children of transgression and sorrow. Indeed, to rescue fallen man 
from destruction, is the great design of the operations of divine grace, 
and God employs all that is benevolent in heaven and ear means 
to effect this purpose. Contemplate the vast machinery no opera- 
tion to extend the knowledge and influence of the truth: And yet whilst 
the heralds of the cross are sent forth to publish the gladsome tidings of 
salvation—whilst the incorruptible Word of God is scattered even be- 
yond Christendom; there are multitudes destitute of the Word of Life! 
The design of ‘* The Tract Society” is to communicate the instruc- 
tions, administer the warnings, proclaim the promises, and make known 
the consolations of God’s truth to those who are, from whatever causes, 
otherwise excluded from them—to insinuate upon the attention of the 
thoughtless, the indolent, and vicious, solemn admonition, when they 
would encounter it inno other form. A Tract will often be read, when 
the Bible is neglected; and the perusal of a Tract God can make, and 
las made, the means of saving the soul. The design of the Society is 
also to supply the destitute poor with the bread of eternal life, and, by 
an economy in the use of means, to render the supply general and ex~ 
tensive; to excite in sinners spiritual desires and spiritual exertions. 
The salvation of the soul is precious. Child of hope, pause—reflect up- 
on thy privileges, thy prospects, and thy obligations. We ask your 
aid in our humble exertions towards building up the temple of divine 
glory. Extended liberality is not required. A small contribution, 
which almost the humblest circumstances can easily afford, will, if ge- 
neral, enable us to effect our utmost purpose. ‘The Society are now 
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straitened and involved, and they rest assured, that, with the objects 
they have in view, the ‘temporal and eternal interests of their fellow 
mortals, they appeal not in vain to the benevolence of an enlightened 
Christian public. 

The Managers would again mention the very great embarrastment of 
their finances. They would press upon the community the importance 
of numbers being added to the Society; and when they reflect that the 
embarrassment has arisen from efforts to promote the best interests of 
society beyond their means, they confidently believe they will not be 
abandoned. To ‘public benevolence we look, to be extricated from 
present difficulties, and to be enabled to proceed in what all must ac- 
knowledge to be a ‘“ good work.” 

Signed by order of the Board, 
R. B. E. M‘LEOD, President. 
Z. LEWIS, Secretary. 
New-York, April, 1817. 


Extract of a letter to the Corresponding Secretary, from a gentleman in 
the State of New-Jersey, dated January 20, 1818. 


I received your letter by the mail of last evening, and embrace the 
earliest opportunity to return you an answer. 

The facts to which I alluded, in my last communication to you, are 
briefly as follows :— 

A family in the vicinity of this place, hitherto abandoned in the ex- 
treme, and so far lost to a sense of shame, that no hope was entertain- 
ed of their ever being reclaimed, have now so far changed their habits, 
as to live strictly moral lives. 

As this instance of reformation is attended with circumstances some- 
what peculiar, and as it has excited no small degree of interest in this 
section of the country, I will take the liberty of giving you an account 
a little more in detail. 

The father is a man upwards of sixty years of age. For more than 
thirty years, he has been (till of late) an habitual drunkard. The little 
property he "had aecumulated in his better days, was soon entirely squan- 
dered, and he was reduced to penury and want. This led him to seek 
a livelihood by little petty thefts, so that he became a pest to the whole 
neighbourhood. In addition to this, he was awfully profane, and con- 
sequently a despiser of every thing sacred. 

His two sons too easily fell into the vices of the father, chi ietete 
abode soon became the haunt of a lawless and unprincipled gang, whose 
only object seesaed to be, who should exceed in. acts of hardened 
villany. ; 

When I first came to this place, which was about three years ago, I 
obtained information of their character, and soon made it my business 
to become acquainted with them. As is very natural for persons of 
their manner of life, they were at first very shy of me; but upon re- 
peating my visits a few times, this wore off, and they soon manifested a 
disposition to be very familiar. I took occasion from this to obtain se- 
veral small Tracts, such as I supposed suitable for persons of their cha- 
racter, and put them into their hands, requesting that they would read 
them, and, when they had finished them, to inform me how they liked 
them. 

Soon after this they came to me, professing to be much pleased with 
their Tracts, and requesting a further supply. This 1 readily complied 
with, and at the same time embraced the opportunity to converse with 
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them, reminding them of the awful doom of the finally impenitent, and 
urging to a speedy compliance with the offers of the Gospel. 

In a short time they became constant attendants on public worship, 
hired a pew, and are now among the most punctual and orderly wor- 
shippers I have in my charge. 

I have instituted a Bible class in that part of my congregation where 
they reside; and the two sons have become regular members of the 
class, attend punctually, and recite the portions assigned them with 
great accuracy. 

The mode of life and the moral habits of this family are so entirely 
changed, that where-you once beheld extreme poverty and wretched- 
ness, you now see industry, neatness, economy,and comfort. Although 
the change wrought in this family is very great, yet I do not wish to 
insinuate that it extends any further as yet than to the outward con- 
duct. : 

They inform me that they have kept up family worship for the last 
year past, which I have no reason to disbelieve, as they have publicly 
Jed in prayer at our society meetings on several different occasions. 

That the perusal of Religious Tracts has, by the blessing of God, led 
in some good degree to this change of character, I do not entertain the 
smallest doubt. That they may be made effectual to their sound and 
saying conversion, is my most ardent prayer. 


Extract of a letter from a young gentleman, who was furnished with a 
number of the Fifth Annual Report for distribution, on a journey to 
the western part of the State of New-York. 


October 3, 1817. 
Mr. Zechariah Lewis, 

DEAR SIR—Of the Fifth Annual Report of the Religious Tract So- 
ciety of New-York, which were handed to me last summer, a part was 
disposed of according to the enclosed paper; most of the remainder 
were given to pious individuals, with whom I was so well acquainted as 
to believe their pleasure and sanctification would be promoted by read- 
ing them, and to families travelling to the State of Ohio. On distribut- 
ing them, I generally mentioned the object of the Society, and express- 
ed a hope that Auxiliary Societies would be formed for the enlargement of 
its usefulness, and the advancement of the interests of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom. 

It was with pleasure that I had opportunities of distributing about 
twelve hundred Tracts in the course of my journey. ‘The most of them 
were published by your Society, but obtained from the Auxiliary So- 
ciety at Utica. It gratified my feelings, and furnished ample occasion 
for gratitude to God, to see my fellow creatures attend, and with no in- 
considerable apparent interest, to the word of exhortation whenever it 
accompanied the gift of Tracts. When they were given to a number 
of men that were together, I have seen them leave their work to hear 
*« the good tidings of great joy, Glory to Godin the highest, andon earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 

While going fram Schoharie to Cobleskill, | was contemplating the 
providence of God, which reminded me of having given a few Tracts to 
a young woman at a turnpike gate on the road I was travelling, about the 
first of last May. When I arrived there, the same young woman came 
to receive the toll. Recollecting that at first she frivolously took the 
Tracts from the body of my waggon, and laughed at my serious remarks 
when I gave them to her, I asked her if she had read the Tracts whioh 
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J had given her a few weeks before. She looked at me with earnesf- 
ness, and said she had. On inquiring whether they had made any se- 
rious impressions on her mind, her heart was too full to suffer her to 
speak. She burst into tears. J asked her if she was at present under 
any serious impressions? She replied, that she had found the Tracts 
good, but did not know whether they had seriously affected her. 1 spoke 
to her at some length in language suited to a person under conviction, 
and gave her several Tracts adapted to her situation. She receiyed 
them with thankfulness, and expressed an anxious hope, that if I should 
ever see her again, it might be with more satisfaction than I then had. 
These circumstances were enough to renew my strength, and enable 
me to go on my way rejoicing; and show, like thousands of others, that 
“ the way of man is not in himself, nor in man that walketh, to direct 
his steps.” 

It is with regret I have to remember that I passed thousands of sin- 
ners, to whom I could not send the warning and invitation of Almighty 
God, through these silent, yet successful missionaries of the cross of 
Christi had them not. ‘This fact is the more lamentable, when we 
reflect that inasmuch as they partake of the word of God, they are 
the ‘“‘ sword of the Spirit,” and a blessed mean to make ‘‘ men consi- 
der their latter end, and apply their hearts unto wisdom.” 

The following extract of a letter from a young lady shows how desi- 
rable it is, for Christians to have an increase of zeal, in the duty of dis- 
tributing Religious Tracts :— 

‘¢ You could not have made me, Sir, a more acceptable present than 
the Tracts. It is aluxury to distribute them. Ihave seen their pow- 
erful effects. Many a heavy heart has been lightened by reading 
‘¢ *Tis all for the best!”? and who does not desire to bes son or daugh- 
ter of consolation? The advantages of Tracts are incalculable. O 
that I could only have enough of them! They tend to promote a taste 
for reading, aid industry, and introduce religious conversation where it 
is sought. And how often do they christianize, under the influences of 
- the Holy Spirit! It is now three years since I commenced the distri- 

bution of Tracts.’ In 1814, I passed away about 500. In 1815, nearly 
1000: and in 1816, nearly 1500. Buthow many would have gladly re- 
teived them, to whom I had none to give! I journey some every year 
and every season, and feel Tracts almost as necessary as pocket mo- 
‘ney. I feel grieved to pass a mud-walled cottage, or a log hut, without 
sending in one of these little missionaries. In some places the people 
have been so anxious for, Tracts, that, when I had none to spare, I 
would copy some, and they would offer me money for them.” 

We have reason to believe that He, under the influences of whose 
Spirit she engaged in this work of benevolence, will add his divine 
blessing to her labours, so that the seed sown will take deep root, and, 
spring up and bear fruit, ‘ some thirty, some sixty, and some an hun 
dred fold.” Respoctiiiy yours; 

onaeeve ‘ 
Extracts from the Second Annual Report of the Providence Female 


Tract Society. 


Among the pleasing instances of happy results from the perusal of 
our. Tracts, we shall only cite the following, as of itself sufficiently im- 
portant to compensate the exertions of the. Society : 

A pious mother, who is a member of this Institution, received a num- 
ber of Tracts, which, after perusing, she sent to her son, a youth in 
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——. Among them was the “Swearer’s Prayer;” and although he 
was not in the habit of profane swearing, yet it produced a powerful 
effect on his mind, and led him to attend to the concerns of eternity. 
For six months he has evinced a change of heart, and wonders that 
Christians are not nore engaged for the salvation of sinners, while one 
remains impenitent. 

The Apostles deemed the conversion of one soul sufficiently important 
to record, for the perusal of succeeding ages; and the angels in heaven 
‘rejoice ‘ over one sinner that repenteth.” If, then, the blessing of the 
Most High is thus annually set as a seal on this institution, in the con- 
version of one soul, though that should be the ondy happy result, (which, 
however, is by no means the ease,) shall we dare to say, that the means 
are more than commensurate with the end obtained ? 

Our last Report recorded several instances of hopeful conversions; 
and it is not impossible that this year’s fruits may yet prove as abun- 
dant. 

The Society have supported, principally, four Schools. The first 
was taught by a pious young lady, during the summer, and the other 
three by pious young gentlemen of Brown University, during the winter 

‘months. These reports are gratifying, and are as follow: , 

Miss Lovina Goldthwait, who taught School at Coventry four months, 
reports, that she had usually from 60 to 80 scholars. The whole num- 
ber, who at different times attended, was 139. »~With few exceptions, 
they were all children whose parents or guardians were unable to pay 
their tuition. She taught the common branches of learning, and en- 
deayoured to impress on their minds the importance of improving all 
iheir time, in tle best possible manner. Those who were constant at- 
tendants made good, and in some instances, extraordinary, proficiency, 
appeared to value their privileges in this School. About 20 scholars 
who commenced with the alphabet, could, at the close of the school, 
read and spell tolerably well in three syllables. At the commence- 
ment of the school they were all very ignorant. There were but six, 
of 62 scholars, who could read in the Testament. The Vestry in which 
the school was taught, is in the vicinity of the Anthony, the Stone, and 
ithe Green Manufactories. 

Miss Goldthwait’s chief object was, to instil into the minds of her 
pupils the principles of morality and religion. She frequently read to 
therm the Holy Scriptures, and endeavoured to teach them their true 
value. She collected them at the Vestry every Sabbath morning, and 
taught them the Catechism, heard them repeat lessons from Dr. Watts’ 
Divine Songs for children, and questioned them on a chapter previously 
selected. 

The Tracts were loaned, used as school books, and given to the cbil- 
drem as rewards of diligence. They were often sent by the scholars to — 
the parents and friends, who read them with apparent interest, fre- 
quently returned them with thanks, and sometimes, with a desire to 
know the price of a Tract, wishing to purchase it; on which occasions 
it was always given, with the assurance, that a careful perusal was the 
only compensation required. 

Mr. Elisha Andrews, who taught school in Hopkinton, reports, that 
although his scholars were generally young, yet many of them were as 
assiduous in their studies as any he ever taught. His Sabbath School 
was very interesting. As there was usually no meeting near, he spent 
some part of the day with the scholars, in hearing them. recite the 
Seriptures, and in endeayouring to impress on their midds the impor- 
tance pf religion. Some of his first class were ia the habit of repeating 
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from 50 to 150 verses in the Testament; and two of them, if less than 
two months, committed more than half the Gospel according to St. John. 
His second class committed Dr. Watts’ ‘Divine Songs” throughout, 
besides some portions of Scripture.. The attention given to religious 
instruction, Mr. Andrews observes, was truly grateful to his feelings. 
The. Tracts were read with avidity both by parents and children ; and 
those remaining at the close of the school were gratuitously distributed. 
Those persons whose children were instructed at the expense of the 
Society appeared deeply sensible of their obligations, nor were the chil- 
dren less grateful for your kindness. 

. Mr. Daniel G. Sprague commenced his school the 1st of December, 
1816, in South-Kingstown. This place is yery destitute of moral and 
religious advantages. The schoolat first consisted of 18 scholars; 6 of 
whom began with the alphabet, and at the close of the school were able 
to read and spell in three and four syllables. The number of scholars 
soon increased to 30; and though ignorant, their appearance indicated 
that an opportunity alone was wanting for improvement. 

An unusual attention was paid to remarks on moral and religious sub- 
jects, and a greater degree of regard when attending the duty of prayer, 
than is usual among children. This satisfaction was increased by the 
parents, who not unfrequently came in to attend this service. 

The Sabbath School was usually solemn and interesting; the Serip- 
tures and Tracts were read in it, and instructions given, which were 
calculated to impress a sense of moral obligation and accountability to 
the Creator. ‘ wal 

Mr. Sprague remarks, that no means could have been more happily 
calculated to disseminate Gospel truth than Religious Tracts. These, 
he says, were read with delight, when words would have giyen of- 
fence; and he thinks there is much reason to hope that the labours in 
this vicinity will produce a lasting and happy effect. 

Mr. J. £. Stark commenced a school at Charlestown, December 1st, 
of 40 scholars. Though he found them very backward, their progress 
exceeded his expectations. 

The Tracts which he distributed were gladly received, apparently 
carefully perused, and often returned with many expressions of grati- 
tude. Such of them as were appropriate were used as school- 
books. 

There are no stated meetings on the Sabbath, and the children are 
suffered to wander at pleasure. The Sabbath School was attended by 
from 20 to 30 scholars, many of whom appeared impressed by the in- 
structions given. , ; 

Mr. Stark resigns his trust with the hope that his labours may not 
prove unavailing, and with the pleasing consciousness of haying ear- 
nestly desired and anxiously exerted himself for their good, submitting 
the event to ‘* Him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will.” 

The Society have now a promising school under their superintend- 
ence in Johnston. And they must depend solely on the liberality of 
this year’s subscription to establish others, which are greatly needed. - 

While we feel deeply interested in the permanent establishment of 
the schools, and discover more of their necessity and ary we yet feel 
the same pleasing confidence in Religious Tracts, which first originated 
the Society. A Missionary in Georgia recently wrote to his friend.in_ 
this town respecting Tracts—* I could form no estimate of the value of 
these silent messengers of salvation, until since I have been employed 
in'this field. They interest, they captivate the feelings of people in 
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every grade of society. The last great day can alone reveal to men 
the good that has been effected by these powerful, pungent, melting 
preachers of righteousness.” 

The Board have the pleasure to announce, that, unexpectedly, this 
little Institution has leaped the beunds of its native State, and has given 
birth to a Female Tract Society in Taunton, Mass. and to one in 
Thompson and Killingly, Conn. styled “‘ The United Female Tract 
Society of Thompson and Killingly ;” from which a very interesting 
letter was Teceived, dated August 30th, 1816. 

A Female Tract Society has been formed at Barrington, in this, 
State, which also assists in charity schools. 


FOREIGN. 


Extracts from the Eighteenth Report of the Committee of the [London 
Religious Tract Society, May 15, 1817. 


Your Committee having been informed of the establishment of a Re- 
ligious Tract Society at Hanover, under the sanction of the government, 
resolved to aid its funds, by a donation of £20, which has been thank- 
fully acknowledged; and the Hanoverian Religious Tract Society has 
commenced its operations under the direction of a Committee, compos- 
ed of several respectable clergymen and other gentlemen. 

At Berlin, where a Religious Tract Society is sanctioned by the King 
of Prussia, 150,000 Tracts have, since its commencement, been circu- 
lated, with good effect, throughout all parts of bis Majesty’s dominions. 
In this capital several Tracts have been translated, and are now trahs- 
lating from the velumes of your Society ; for the more extensive circu- 
lation of which, your Committee have presented the Prussian Tract So- 
ciety with a donation of £20. A copy of the Address and Regulations 
of that Institution, has been transmitted to your Committee; from 
which it appears, that in some places, the perusal of the Tracts has 
proved the means of exciting a desire to procure the Holy Scriptures. 

In the North of Germany, and particularly in the Duchy of Sleswick- 
Holstein, considerable progress is making in the distribution of Reli- 
gious Tracts, chiefly by the instrumentality of a very active Society, 
called the Northern Union, (referred to in your former Reports,) which 
is multiplying its branches in various directions. In a letter from Sles- 
wick, lately received, the writer remarks, ‘“‘ The scriptural sentiments 
which are contained in the small Tracts the Society circulates, may in” 
some measure contribute to the promoting of the Bible cause.” Of the 
good effects resulting from the circulation of Tracts at Barth, in Pome- 
rania, a correspondent gives the following evidence :—* The children — 
in this town come to me, from morning to night, which is the case even 
at the moment I am writing this, requesting the loan of books, in which 
I amhappy to gratify them, and thus to show them the way of eternal 
life. I have not lately heard so many of those dreadful imprecations 
which formerly disgraced our streets.” 

The Tract Society of Elberfeld and Barmen, mentioned in your 
Committee’s last Report, proceeds with great spirit, and has added, in 
the course of the last year, seven New Tracts to the ten published be- 
fore. Among those translated from the English, are William Kelly ; 
The Dav *s Daughter ; The Negro Servant; The End of Time; 
The Shepherd of Salisbury Piain. 

Not less active are the yarious Tract Societies or Committees in Stut- 
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gard, Nurenberg, Frankfort, Neuwied, Koenigsfield, and other places , 
by whose united exertions, many thousand Tracts are annually put into 
circulation, both among the Protestant and Catholic population of Ger- 
many. 

‘Ara dlig the cities in Switzerland, in which the operations of the Tract 
Society are most successfully carried on, those of Basle, Zurich, Bern, 
St. Gall, Schaffhausen, and Lausanne, deserve honourable notice. 

Great and accumulated have been the distresses experienced by 
thousands in various parts of the Continent during the last winter ; but 
even those calamities have contributed to soften many a hardened heart, 
and to prepare it for a more favourable reception of Divine Truth. _ 

The Lausanne Report states the pleasing fact, that no less than 
66,000 Tracts were printed by the Lausanne Tract Society, and most 
extensively circulated in various parts of Switzerland and France. 
‘¢ Of the effects produced by these publications, (continues the Report,) 
we have many striking proofs. Let us mention but one :—A Parish 
Minister in the country writes to the President:—‘ The Volume of 
your Tracts is read with avidity. A notorious drunkard, whom I am 
endeavouring to bring back into the paths of sobriety and virtue, observ- 
ed the other day; ‘ Ah! Sir, ifI had read, ten years ago, the book 
you have had the goodness to give to my mother, and more especially 
that last chapter on Drunkenness, I should have beem, ten thousand 
francs richer than I now am; and my wife and children would have 
lived in comfort: how well that book explains the danger of frequent- 
ing public houses and keeping bad company !’ ”” 

A French translation of The Dairyman’s Daughter has been publish- 
ed.in France and Switzerland, at the expense of pious indivéduals in 
those countries, and has met with the most favourable reception. 

Your Committee have received the pleasing intelligence, that the 
Society’s Tracts have been largely circulated in the Army of Occupa- 
tion, and particularly, that some of them, in the Danish and German lan-" 
guages, have been introduced among the Danish Soldiers in the Hospi-’ 
tals; in consequence of which, their Chaplain has been desired by the 
Commander in Chief,’ His Highness Frederick Prince of Hesse, to pre- 
sent the thanks of his Sovereign, the King of Denmark, as well as his 
own, to this Society, for their benevolent attention. 

A communication has been received from two respectable Ministers 
among the Waldenses in Pieémont, stating, that a Committee has been 
formed among that interesting people, for the purpose of supplying their 
poor congregations with suitable ‘Tracts, of which they stand greatly in 
need. In aid of this, your committee have granted £10 to the Wald- 
enses Committee; and the like sum to the Religious Tract Society at 
Lausanne, to furnish the above Committee with Tracts from its own 
Depository. } 

A large supply of Tracts, in the Spanish and various other languages, 
has been forwarded to a Minister at Gibraltar, who appears to avail 
himself diligently of the numerous opportunities afforded by that station, 
to promote the object of this Society. é 

A safe and promising channel having been opened for the circulation 
of some of the Society’s Tracts, translated and printed in Italy, your 
Committee have encouraged this important object, by a grant of £50. 

From Russia your Committee continue to receive the most gratifying 
accounts. “*In Finland,” writes the Rey. John Paterson, ‘ the 
affairs of the Tract Society go on prosperously. Tracts, partly in Swe- 
dish, and partly in Finnish, have been translated, printed, and distribut- 
ed, to the number of 25,000 copies, by a zealous student of the Univer- 
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sity at Abo.” At Savalax, in the North of Finland, a peasant has pro- 
cured a translation of The Dairyman’s Daughter, and printed it at his 
own expense! He is now proceeding in the same way with several 
other Tracts; thus, even the Northern peasants are your co-workers 
in this labour of love. 

From information communicated by the Evangelical Society at Steck- 
holm, your Committee learn with pleasure, that it continues in a pros- 
perous state; its funds are improving, and within the year 1816, about 
100,000 of its Tracts have been circulated. The Rev. Mr. Waetter- 
dahl, their Secretary, thus writes, “* We have many letters from the 
country, that bear testimony to the general good effect produced by 
our Tracts on those who have read them. Had not the icy ingredient 
of infidelity frozen the hearts of so many in our cold Sweden, no doubt 
the seed would have sooner taken root, and produced fruit; but, as it 
is, it requires time, and much patience.” 

It was stated in your last Report, that more than 4,000 copies of 
Scriptural Extracte, and of The End of Time, had been circulated in 
Iceland. Your Committee have since been favoured with an extract 
from a letter, written by an Icelandic clergyman to the Rev. Ebene- 
zer Henderson, from which it appears, that thesatwo Icelandic Tracts 
printed at Copenhagen, at the charge of the Society, had reached that 
island insafety, and were put into circulation by The Icelandic Tract So- 
ciety, whose Committee had taken measures to procure an additional 
supply. The Warning Voice, of your Society’s Tracts, No. 45, is one 
of those which have been translated for that purpose. It also appears, 
that the Calmue Tract, On the Fullof Man, and Redemption by Christ, 
prepared by Mr. Schmidt, of St. Petersburg, for circulation among the 
Mongolian Tartars, has been published at the expense of this Society, 
being the first Tract ever printed in that language; and, from the re- 
ception the Gospel of St. Matthew has met with, there is no doubt 
that it will be extensively read among the Calmucs. 

The Appendix to the last Report contains the intelligence received 
from China, up to December, 1815: subsequent communications from 
the Rev. Messrs. Morrison and Milne, and particularly from the latter, 
state, that Tracts have been distributed at Pulo Penang, (or Prince of 
Wales’s Island,) and sent to Siam and Cochin China. ‘* The more I 
see,” says Mr. Milne, ‘ of the ignorance of the heathen, and the diffi- 
culty they find in understanding the truths of the Gospel, so much the 
more am I convinced of the vast importance of Religious Tracts writ- 
ten in the simplest style possible, and so much the more clearly does the 
magnitude of The Religious Tract Society appear.” 

The friends of The Religious Tract Society will be much gratified 
also to learn, thatit hasbeen clearly ascertained by the Rev. Mr. Milne, 
that the written languagé of Cochin China, Tung-king, and Hainan, is 
the same, in form and idiom, in all respects, as that of China. ‘* This,” , 
says Mr. Milne, ‘* will open a wide door for the word of God: may it 
have free course, and be glorified!” to which we add our hearty 
Amen! praying, that, by the blessing of God on the dissemination of 
Tracts, the truth, as it is in Jesus, may be effectually diffused through- 
out this vast and populous region of the Eastern world. For the fur- 
therance of an object so important, and to meet this favourable intima- 
tion of Providence, your Committee have voted the further sum of 

, by way of grant, to the Rev. Messrs. Morrisoa and Milne, in 
order to enable them to extend their arduous undertaking of preparing, 
printing, and circulating Tracts in the Chinese language. 


Jaleutta a remittance of forty guineas has been made by the 
ti é F ' 
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Rey. Thomas Thomason, to purchase Tracts, for distribution among 
his Majesty’s regiments in India. Accounts have also been received 
from this quarter of the beneficial effects resulting from the distribution 
of Tracts, particularly in the 59th and &4th regiments, in the latter of 
which an Auxiliary Tract Society has been formed, and the sum of £4 
transmitted in aid of the funds of the Parent Institution, through the 
Rev. J. Hands, Missionary at Bellary. The pious soldiers in the for- 
mer have also transmitted to your Treasurer a considerable sum for the 
purchase of Religious Books, for their own use and that. of their com- 
rades. 

The Society is still favoured with the attention of some pious masters 
of trading vessels, who are in the habit of distributing Tyacts in various 
parts abroad, and your Committee hope, that the Marine Distribution, 
in a time of peace like the present, will be greatly extended, by the in- 
creased attention of Captains of traders to this object. 

In other parts of Europe, where there was no prospect of effecting 
the establishment of Religious Tract Societies, an extensive distribu- 
tion of Tracts, in various languages, has been effected, by means of lo- 
cal correspondents, or of travellers who have manifested a desire to 
promote the immortal interests of those whom they were about to visit. 
Many trayellers have taken Tracts at their own charge; an exanple 
highly worthy of imitation, as religious persons may thus be extensive- 
ly useful at avery small expense. 

In the West Indies and America, the distribution of Religious Tracts 
has been continued by supplies forwarded by your Committee to Port- 
au-Prince, Prince Edward’s Island, Louisiana, Canada, and the back 
settlements of the United States. 

With regard to American Tract Societies, your Committee have the 
satisfaction to report, that, in addition to those formed at Philadelphia, 
New-York, Hartford, and Boston, one has been formed at Baltimore, 
which your Committee have presented with all the publications of the 
Society. A most friendly letter from the Corresponding Secretary of 
the New-York Tract Society, reached your Committee only a few 
days ago, accompanied with six copies of the Fifth Report of that im- 
portant Institution, In addition to a variety of other interesting com- 
munications, which willappear in the Appendix, the Report states the 
pleasing fact, that its Managers, since the date of their last, (in 1816) 
have printed no less than 120,000 Tracts, mostly taken from your own 
series; that they stand connected with a number of kindred Institu- 
tions in various parts of the United States, and have witnessed’ many 
pleasing proofs that their labour has not been in vain in the Lord. 

Within the last year, the following new Tracts have been added to 
the list of the Parent Institution in London; viz. of the First Series, 
No. 134, Conversation in a Boat, between Two Seamen ; No. 13, The 
Shipmates, an Evening Conversation ; both from the pen of the Rey. R. 
Marks, formerly a Lieutenant in his Majesty’s Navy, now a clergyman 
of the Church of England; No. 136, Recollections at the Close of the 
Year ; from a printed copy; No. 137, The Assizes; by a member of 
the Committee; The Evidences of Christianity ; by the late Dr. Dodd- 
ridge; in three Tracts, No. 138, 139, and 140; and An Address, from 
a Minister to his Parishioners, On Prayer, by the Rev. Edward Ward, 
Vicar of Iver, Bucks, has been printed as No. 99; the former Tract of 
this number having been considered as more properly adapted te the 
series for Sunday Schools. To the latter series have also been added, 
Saturday Night, a Dialogue, by the Rev. Mr. Hasloch, of Kemish 
Town; arrow Escape from the Punishment of Death; already in 
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print; and Epitaphs for Country Church Yards; by the Rev. H. 
Michell, Rector of Buckland, Herts; written with a view to improve 
the style of such mementos to the living, and tributes of respect to de- 
parted friends. Some have also been added to the inferior editions, 
printed for circulation by hawkers. 

Already much has been effected, in the supplanting of those wretch- 
ed publications which were formerly sold by hawkers, under the mis- 
applied name of ‘‘ godly books,’’ as well as those of a more immoral 
and lewd tendency, by the introduction of the hawkers’ series of Tracts ; 
and, during the past year, the hawkers, who deal at your Depository, 
haye been encouraged to vend those of a superior kind, by an increased 
allowance upon them, both in the book form, and upon broad sheets ; 
and your Committee are not without hope, that the measure has ope- 
rated, in some degree, as a counteractive, to stem the torrent of those 
polluting and bitter streams of infidelity, impiety, and incitement to in- 
subordination, which have, of late, prevailed in the Metropolis and 
other parts of the kingdom. 

More than three millions and a half of Tracts, in various forms, have 
been issued during the last year; a considerable portion of which have 
been purchased, at very reduced prices, by the most destitute part of 
the population of London, in order to vend again for a subsistence; and 
your Committee are credibly informed, that not less than several 
scores of families have, in the late distressing season, been kept from a 
state of nearly actual starvation, by the pittance derived from the sale 
of the Society’s publications. The Lord thus over-ruling the distress of 
one part of the community for the instruction of the other, and for the 
relief of themselves; ‘ their deep poverty abounding unto the riches of 
instructive liberality.” 


Extracts from the Appendix to the Righteenth Report of The [London] 
Religious Tract Society. 


From the Rev. Wm. Milne. Malacca, April 18th, 1816. 


The more I see of the ignorance of the Heathen, and the difficulty 
they find in understanding the truths of the Gospel, so much the 
more am I convinced of the vast importance of Religious Tracts, writ- 
ten in the simplest possible style; and so much more clearly does the 
magnitude of the Religious Tract Society’s object appear. The lively 
interest which the Religious Tract Society has taken in promoting the 
conversion of the Chinese, and the liberal assistance afforded for the 
extensive circulation of divine truth among that people, make me of- 
ten almost wish for a body of brass, the wings of an eagle, and the 
heart of an angel; that I might co-operate more extensively and ef- 
fectually with you. I resolve that I will do what 1 can;—the Lord 
help me to doit with a pure principle, and in a prudent manner. Our 
field is indeed immense! But how little can be effected by the efforts 
of one or two individuals ! 

From some intercourse lately had with persons belonging to Cochin 
China, I have bad an opportunity of satisfying myself, by writing and 
conversation, thatthe writen language of that country, of Tung-king 
and of Hai-nan, is the same, in all respects, (in form and idiom) with 
that of China. This is pretty generally known ; but I was not so well 
convinced of it before. It will open a wide door for the word of God. 
May-jt have free course, and be glorified! Lam, &c. 
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From Soldiers of His Majesty's 59th Reginient. 


Fort William, Calcutta, June 1st, 1816. 


As it may be satisfactory to the Committee of the Religious Tract 
Society, to hear of the manner in which we have distributed their 
Tracts, I take this opportunity, in the name of our little body of Reli- 
gious Soldiers, to give you a short account thereof, a 

We knew it would give your Society pleasure to haye the Religious 
Tracts you sent to us at Java, bound in books, to be more carefuily 
preserved, for the use of our comrades who might be desirous of peru- 
sing them; besides which, each member had a separate portion un- 
bound, to distribute to persons to whom they might be more applica- 
ble than others. In this manner they have been eminently use- 
ful, in awakening some among us toa sense of their lost state, and in 
encouraging the fearful and doubting Christian, who had lately begun 
to seek the Lord; as they are short, yet full of convincing powerful 
matter, and not so burthensome to the mind as books of adarger size. 
I will mention one instance of the blessedness of distributing Religious 
Tracts. A very wicked young man in our Regiment,. who lived in all 
the excess of riot, drunkenness, fornication, sabbath-breaking, &c. 
seeing one of our Religious brethren going through the barracks, dis- 
tributing Tracts among the men, seemed very desirous to obtain some 
of them; but, as he did not see the person coming towards him, he 
went and put himself in his way, that he might not miss of them. He ~ 
accerdingly had his desire, and soon began to read them, The one 
that most attracted his attention, was, Dialogues between a Corporal 
and a Private Soldier. He was convinced that he was far from doing 
any thing that was right, but directly the contrary, even running the 
same sinful course as the Soldier of whom he had been reading. This 
led him to think of our Religions Meeting, and that he should be happy 
in joining himself to us; for he believed we were happy, which he knew 
was not the case with him: he only thought we were,too strict. His 
mind became more and more unsettled: he found himself miserable, 
and could not properly ascertain the reason: he tried several kinds of 
diversion, to drive away his melancholy thoughts, but all to no pur- 
pose, While in this dilemma, the same Religious Soldier came to him, 
and asked him to go with him to the Meeting that evening ; while pre- 
paring to make some excuse, that he might continue in sin a little 
Jonger, the other said, ‘‘ Stop !—consider that if you refuse, you re- 
fuse not man, but God.” This struck him so forcibly, that he could 
not resist ; and, accordingly, he came to the meeting; and since that 
period has continued to evidence his desire of salvation, by an humble 
walk and conversation according to the Gospel of Jesus, at whose feet 
he is now sitting, ‘ clothed and in his right mind.” This is only one 
out of many instances of usefulness that might be adduced, but paper 
will not allow. Another person, through the inward conyiction and 
terror of his mind, while reading a Religious Tract, took and chewed 
it in his mouth, and then spit it out again: he is now, I believe, sa- 
vingly converted and born again of the Holy Ghost. 


From the Rev. J. Hands. r Bellary, Sept. 13th, 1816. 


It will, Iam sure, be gratifying.to you to hear, that, in consequenoe 
of the very beneficial effects produced by the circulation of Religious— 
Tracts among the European Soldiers at this station, a numberof pious 
Soldiers of His Majesty’s 84th Regiment, with a few others resident 
at Bellary, have lately formed themselves into an Auxiliary Tract So- 
ciety, which consists of upwards of forty persons. As I am making a 
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remittance to the Missionary Society, they request me to remit. to 
your Society at the same time the sum of four pounds, of which they 
request your acceptance, and hope their next remittance will be much 
larger. 

In avariety of instances, the Tracts which have been distributed 
here, have been blessed to the awakening and instructing of the poor 
Soldiers. One very lately died in the Hospital, rejoicing in Christ, 
and possessing a hope full of immortality, who was first awakened and 
brought to see his need of a Saviour, by reading one of the Tracts I 
gave him when visiting the Hospital. You will greatly oblige me, and 
our little Tract Society here, by sending us, as soon as convenient, 
addressed to me, to the care of Rey. W. C. Loveless, Madras, an as- 
sortment of Tracts, such as may be most suitable to the circumstances 
of soldiers (especially afflicted ones) and the children of our schools. 


From the Rev. John Paterson. 


St. Petersburg, Sept. 7th, 1816. 

In Finland the affairs of the Tract Society go on prosperously, but 
with little noise. What I was able todo in 1812 in Tamarfors, has 
produced effects beyond all expectation, although I had no distinct 
knowledge of what was doing till I received a letter from the pious 
lady who is the chief promoter of the cause in these parts, a few days 
before I left Petersburg, on my late journey. From this letter I learn- 
ed that several of your best Tracts have been translated and printed 
in the Finnish language, and well received by the people. But what 
pleased me most, was, the information that a Finnish Peasant, in Sa- 
valax, in the north of Finland, had got The Dairyman’s Daughter 
translated and printed entirely at his own expense, and was proceeding 
to get others of your tracts published on his own account !—Thus you 
see that even our Northern Peasants are your co-workers in this la- 
bour of love. Let this encourage you to proceed. May the example 
of this Finnish Peasant be followed by many of his more wealthy and 
more enlightened brethren in England. 

In the Dorpatian Circle our friends continue active, and their Tracts | 
are doing much good. In Oésel all is life. They are doing wonders: 
five or six Tracts are published, as many more of your best Tracts are 
translated, and are in a course of publication. ‘+ Covey,” is already 
printed. 


From the Rev. E. Henderson. 


4 
St. Petersburg, January 2d, 1817: 

It gives me pleasure to be able to inform you, that the editions of 
the two Tracts, designed to form the first of the Icelandic series, have 
reached the place of their destination; that the Rev. Mr. Ionson has 
taken meagures for their immediate distribution; and that he has trans- 
Jations of other Tracts for the press. The following is an extract of his 
last letter :— 

“ Jn my letter to you I had enclosed an address to the Religious 
Tract Society, expressive of my most dutiful gratitude for their gene- 
rous grant, by which they have laid the foundation, and secured the 
prosperity of our Tract Society. Indeed, the Lord has, at the very 
commencement, conferred an unexpected boon upon our Society; and 
first of all, we would thank Him, as the great moving Cause in this 
matter, apd then you, and the London Society, whom he hath been 
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graciously pleased to employ as its promoters. O that thisundertaking 
may, by his blessing, contribute to the advancement of his glory and the 
edification of his dearly-purchased church; that all may rejoice, whose 
hearts beat high for the honour of God, and the prosperity of his cause 
in the world. ivory 

“‘ It is impossible for me to describe the joy I felt in receiving the 
rich supply of excellent English, Swedish, and Danish Tracts, toge- 
ther with the continuation of the Christian Herald, from you and Mr. 
Boesen. Many a sweet and precious hour have I siace enjoyed in the 
ee of them. They are truly more precious to me than silver and 
gold. ( 

‘“« T have now received the two Tracts printed in Icelandic, and be- 
gun to distribute them among those who have subscribed to the Society. 
With this view, I have undertaken a journey to Skagafiord, where, as 
also in the shire of Hunavatn, [ have taken the measures necessary to 
ensure their proper circulation; and intend to proceed to the Northern 
Shire for the same purpose.” 

Lhope that the above extract will convince the Committee of the 
lively interest which Mr. Ionson takes in the dissemination of evange- 
lical truth, and that they will be forward to encourage his heart and 
strengthen his hands in this good work. 

Permit me to furnish you with an extract from another quarter, viz. 
from the Rev. A. F. Parep, dated Sarepta, Nov. 9-21, 1816, and ad- 
dressed to Mr. J. J. Schmidt, in St. Petersburg. 

“ After a long silence, I feel constrained to address you again in a 
few lines, offering you my warmest thanks for your indefatigable acti- 
vity in the work which has been re-commenced among the Calmucs. 
You cannot conceive how much joy it gave me to learn that youshad 
undertaken and prepared for the press a work which has long been the 
secret wishof my heart; viz. the small Tract On the Fall of Man and 
Redemption by Christ, for distribution among the CALMUCS; and 1 
rejoice the more, as I findfrom your letter that this translation is in the 
language currently spoken among that people. The Lord for ever 
bless you for these exertions, and the Religious Tract Society in Lon- 
don, which has undertaken to bear the expense of this publication, the 
very first of the kind in this language! I trust it will be received with 
rhuch avidity by the people for whom it is designed. The Lord of life 
and salvation will, in his own time, bless the doctrine of his word to the 
benefit of many! From the journal and letters of our dear brethren, 
Schill and Hiibner, you must have been made acquainted, from time 
to time, of the state of the Mission among the Calmucs. The love and 
harmony in which they have hitherto lived, must have proved very edi- 
fying to you, as it has to me; but what fills me with exceeding joy, is 
the circumstance, that the Redeemer -has preserved alive in the 
minds of our brethren the fortitude of faith, to the exclusion of 
a fantastical expectation that the fruit of their labours must in- 
stantly make its appearance. Yet, though it gives me pleasure to ob- 
serve this from their letters, and I should rather be disposed to place 
the wished-for attainment of the object at a distance, than immediate- 
ly at hand, it nevertheless appears, from various parts of our brethren’s 
letters, that the version of the Gospel of St. Matthew has made some 
impressions, and excited some degree of reflection gnong pe people.” 


From tie Evangelical Society at Stockholm. Septemer, 18.16. 


Under very pleasing sensations, I have hereby the honour of trans- 
mittiog the Annual Report.of the Evangelical Society, for the last year. 


A7 


When we reflect upon the progress and blessing with which God 
has graciously crowned our feeble endeavours, cur Socieiy can never 
sufficiently praise his goodness. Notwithstanding the increasing dear- 
ness of every necessary of life, the depreciation of our money. and the 
diminution in donations and annual subscriptions which we apprehended 
since the printing of the Bible’ no longer appertained to this Society, we 
have still been enabled to keep up a supply for the public, by printing new 
editions of the Society’s Tracts, and also to augment their number and 
yariety. It is true, we could add only one last year, but this year we 
have already printed two, namely, Nos. 34 and 35. The latter isa 
translation from the English Tract, Phe Young Cottager, by the Rev. 
Leigh Richmond, the reading of which, we hope, will produce the most 
desirable effects. Besides the many new editions of old nurmbers which 
were out of print, but much inquired after, it is expected that, before 
this year expires, one or two new ones will be added. The gratitude 
with which these Tracts are teceived, and the avidity with which they 
are generally read, still increase. Hence it is reasonable to conclude 
that they will produce beneficial effects, which is evinced by letters 
from all parts of our country. 

In Finland, the Tracts are received with much avidity, as well by 
the Finlanders themselves, as the Swedes residing in the provivces, 
who readily pay for the small Tracts distributed among them. The ac- 
count of the Lapland Girl, Elsa Lar’s Daughter, last translated into 
Finnish, and printed by the Society, has already been issued and dis- 
tributed. Besides this, several of our Tracts have been translated, 
printed, and distributed by a zealous student of the University at Abo, 
a Mr. Renqnist of Karelia, who, within these few years, bas circulated 
and distributed upwards of 25,000 Tracts, partly in Swedish, and part- 
ly in Finnish. He has recently visited Stockholm, and taken back 
with him some thousands of the Society’s Tracts. 

There are awakenings here and there in the provinces, but none 
which attract particular attention, excepting in the North, at. Pitea, 
Lulea, and Shelleftea, and also in the west of Sweden, a little way from 
the manufacturing town of Boras in West Gothland, where Pastor 
Hoof continues to proclaim the Gospel of Christ with great power. 
The public tone is certainly much improved within these few years ; 
and there are a great many worthy and zealous men among the clergy, 
who employ all possible assiduity in the faithful discharge of their call- 
ing. The Lord give us all grace, that we may, with increased zeal 
and perseverance, cheerfully labour for the extension of Christ’s king- 
dom. We have, in our time, the most glorious encouragement thereto; 
we experience, each in his circle, that God is with us, and blesses us. 


From Scho Dock Auriliary Society. 
r 


. December 19th, 1816. 
We take this opportunity of acquainting you of some success that 
has attended our distr bution. The Tract entitled The Dairyman’s 
Daughter bappened to fall into the hands of a woman of notoriously 
wicked character ; the title attracted her notice, and invited her peru- 
sal. She was frequently tempted to cast it from her, but 


. “ God moves in a mysterious way, 
“© Eis wonders io perform .” 


She had read only three pages, when the scales dropt from her eyes, 
and the veil wes rent from her heart ; she wes constrained to cry aloud 
for the disgnietnde of her soul; she went on her way mourning for se- 
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veral weeks: but that God, who has promised to heal the broken- 
hearted, burst her bonds asunder, and set her soul at liberty. She is 
now an humble follower of Jesus, and an ornament to the Christian 
religion; she also bids fair for usefulness in the church of Christ. Thus, 
Sir, we have seen one sinner, a second Magdalene, saved by grace :— 
let all the glory be ascribed to the Lord. 


From the Helston Auxiliary Society. March 28th, 1817. 


I am happy to say the circulation of religious Tracts in this neigh- 
bourhood has not been in vain. A pious minister being called to visit 
a poor aged sinner, on his death bed, after conversing and praying with 
him, left a few Tracts for the use of the family. A lad, about seven- 
teen years of age, who had formerly belonged to a Sunday School in 
Helston, but who was a wanderer from the fold of Christ, happened to 
take up one, entitled The History of Poor Joseph, and whilst he read, 
the Lord was pleased to enlighten his mind, to affect his heart, and to 
make him in earnest for his soul’s salvation. He was led to pray for 
mercy, and the Lord had mercy on him.. He found a refuge in Christ, 
and since that period has continued to adorn the Gospel of God his Sa- 
viour in all things. 


From a Minister in Cornwalt. | April 11th, 1817. 


You are aware that for some years past considerable attentionha s 
been paid, by ministers and others, to the very populous fishing towns 
and mining parishes of this county. Indeed, few parts of this kingdom 
have abounded more with village efforts than Cornwall, and the result 
has been blessed beyond measure; as the Judge publicly declared a 
fortnight since, when opening the business of the calendar at the County 
Assizes in Launceston. To that excellent Institution, the Religious 
Tract Society, we are all considerably indebted; it has assisted us in 
no ordinary degree to disseminate scriptural knowledge and religious 
intelligence, and through the medium of its valuable publications, we 
have been enabled to promote piety and morality among hundreds of 
miners and fishermen, in whom it shines before men; who are con- 
strained, in consequence, to glorify their Father who isin heayen. 


From a Minister in the Scilly Islands. ' 
Tresco, December 6th, 1816. 

A child who came to the Sunday School, a shockingly depraved 
little creature, continued to swear for several weeks after her admis- 
sion; I gave her several Tracts, among which was The Swearer’s 
Prayer. She took them home, when her father inquired, “ What 
have you got there—what are they about?’ “Phe child said, ‘ You 
must not swear any more, father—nor you, grandfather ; for that book 
tells of men that were killed for swearing.” ‘The wretched old man 
burst into a violent fit of laughter, at the same time swearing that the 
book should not be read in his hearing. The child’s father, however, 
read the Tract, and the Lord mercifully caused it to reach his heart : 
the next Lord’s Day he went to the public worship of God, which was 
rendered useful to him. This excited the enmity of the old man against 
his son and myself, to a degree scarcely to be equalled fe thee “most 
hardened sinner: he lived only fifteen days after his son’s conversion, 
which were spent in awful blasphemy against God an his saints. His 
death was remarkable. He went out into the fields, in the morning, 
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to bind sheaves of corn, where he met with one of his sinful associates, 
who joined hirn in ridi¢uling and abusing the converted Baptist, as they 
termed his son; while thus engaged, the aged sinner fell against the 
hedge, a ghastly corpse! [ made a few remarks near the coffin, which 
the Holy Spirit appeared to apply to the hearts of the child, the mother, 
and the neighbour above-mentioned. Tracts are very useful here: 
The Dairyman’s Daughter has been blessed in four instances. Since 
I have been on this island, many have believed, through grace, to the 
salvation of their souls !”” 


From the Rev. John Paterson. Tornea, February 5th, 1817. 


In Kuopio we met with some good people, particularly a peasant, of 
whom I had formerly heard much. He is an active promoter of the 
cause of Godin Finland. After he was brought to the knowledge of 
the truth, he formed the resolution of devoting himself wholly to the 
eause of God among his countrymen. He sold his farm to his brother, 
for a reasonable price, on condition that he would furnish him with 
clothes and board, provide a warm room for him, and feed his horse. 
His money lies at interest in his brother’s hand, and he devotes the an- 
nual income to the cause of religion. His chief object is the circula- 
tion of Tracts. He has had nine or ten of our best Tracts translated 
into Finnish, and printed at his own expense, among which is The 
Dairyman’s Daughter. As soon as he gets a quantity of Tracts ready, 
he puts his horse to his cart, and sets off, selling them, and giving them 
away allover the country. He also exhorts the people to flee from the 
wrath to come, and has been useful in the conversion of some. He is 
connected with all the good people within his circle, visits them, and 
encourages them to persevere in the way of the Lord. In short, he is 
almost an Apostle. He has also borne the expense of a young man’s 
education at Abo, who promises to be a most useful preacher of the 
Gospel, and who at present assists in translating his Tracts and getting 
them printed. 

From the Committee of the Evangelical Society at Stockholm. 


February 7th, 1817. 

A more general interest in the Socicty’s object has been recently 
excited throughout the kingdom. We have, in almost every town, 
active correspondents, who distribute the Tracts most extensively. 
Our Tracts are now sent to the most remote corners of the kingdom, 
where they are received with eagerness, and read with the deepest at- 
tention. Several noblemen of distinction, professors, and others, have 
shown themselves zealous in this good cause. Some of our Bishops are 
decidedly favourable, and almost all of them have taken part in the 
work, and have especially promoted the circulation of our Tracts among 
the youth attending the places of learning in their respective Dioceses. 
In Finland our friends also continue active. That the reading of these 
Tracts has been a{tended with a blessing, is not a mere probability ; 
for, beside general assurances io this effect in letters, we have positive 
information, that several persons have been brought to the knowledge 
of the truth by them, who will, through eternity, exalt and praise the 
name of the Lord The reading of that excellent Tract, Poor Joseph, 
has been means of enlightening the mind of one of our most learned 
men, at the head of one ofour places of education, who now is most ac- 
tive in every good work. . 
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ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


| 


Tue Sixth Anniversary of The New-York Religious Tract Society, 
was celebrated at the City Hotel, in Broadway, on Wednesday evening. 
February 18th, 1818. 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Spring; and 
the Annual Report was read by the Corresponding Secretary. 


The following Resolutions were then unanimously adopted :— 


‘* Resolved, That the Report now read be adopted, and that it be 
printed, under the direction of the Board of Managers, with such Ap- 
pendix as they may deem proper. 


“* Resolved, That the Society, having heard, with hvely satisfaction, 
of the beneficial effects resulting from the distribution of Religious 
Tracts in different parts of the world, and appreciating the rising im- 
portance of this Institution, recommend it again to the increased atten- 
tion and’ importance of the religious community; and pledge the exer- 
tion of their individual influence to the augmentation of its funds, and 


the consequent promotion of its usefulness. 


** Resolved, That the members of this Society are highly gratified to 
learn, that The Religious Tract Society, in London, continues still te 
enlarge the sphere of its operations; that we duly appreciate its wide- 
ly extended and persevering efforts for the promotion of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom; and that we most cordially accept and reciprocate the right 
hand of Christian fellowship, so kindly tendered by the members of that 
Institution.” 


A collection was then taken up for the benefit of the Society; anda 
vote of thanks to Mr. JenninGs unanimously adopted, for his politeness 
in presenting to the Society the use of the City Assembly Room for the 
celebration of their Anniversary. 


J] 


On moving the first Resolution, the Rey. Mr. Knox offered the fol- 


lowing remarks :— 


Mr. President, : 

I rise, sir, to submit a Resolution, which I trust will meet the sanc- 
tion of this respectable and benevolent assembly; for who that bears 
' the Christian name, can regard with indifference the rising importance 
and progressive efficiency of an Institution wisely designed to bless 
mankind ? 

I am well aware, sir, (and thanks to God for the fact,) that scenes 
like the present have ceased to afford the attractions of novelty ; but 
they have more than novelty tocharm. The reflections which they sug- 
gest have grown familiar—they have not become insipid—they can af- 
ford to be revicwed. 

Allow me, then, to preface the contemplated Resolution with a few 
desultory remarks. 

Our world, sir, however diminutive in the eye of the asfronomer, is 
the theatre of vast exploits. Man—little, puny man, by the bounties 
of the Eternal, is a creature of wondrous importance, uniting in his nature 
spiritual and material existence. Fallen by apostacy from God into 
utter ruin, and by divine grace restored to all that is dignified and pure, 
and blessed in the favour and fellowship of God; he arrests the atten- 
tion and engages the interest of celestials. Upon earth, and in human 
nature, the Son of God appeared: He achieved the work of redemp- 
tion; and by his word and Spirit he maintains and extends his gracious 
deminion. Through his interference we possess whatever belongs not 
to the unmingled essence of the curse. To propagate his truth, and 
extend the dominion of his grace, therefore, is to bless mankind. In 
this glorious work, the incarnate Redeemer, who has all power in hea- 
ven and earth, creates, appoints, and employs subordinate agencies. 
All that is benevolent in heaven and upon earth isengaged. The ope- 
rations of grace are adapted by Divine wisdom to the nature and con- 
dition of man; and those very principles which are implanted from on 
high in the human breast, that will bear to be transported into the eter- 
nal world, are the principles which bind and beautify Society upon 
earth—which secure order, peace, and prosperity. 

The only effectual means of directing the immortal destinies, and se- 
curing the temporal interests of social. man, is no longer amatter of ex- 
periment. Nothing else than the light of celestial truth can dissipate the 
native darkness of the human mind.. Nothing else than divine authori- 
fy can reach the conscience. No other than the laws of God can con- 
trol the principles of human action. To scatter the darkness of death 
—in the light of heaven to discover to the wanderer his danger and his 
remedy, the precipice upon which he stands, and the path of escape—to 
publish divine law, and establish divine authority—to purify, enlarge, 
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and ennoble the faculties of the human mind, is the object of such In- 
stitutions as that over which you preside. To discover the worth of 
these associations, we need not clothe them with a fictitious importance. 
Their own native design, and tendency, and the testimony of fact, re- 
specting their success, area sufiicient recommendation. 

A. Tract Association, although not the primary instrument, is a most 
valuable auwiliary, in carrying into effect the purposes of divine grace. 
Tracts are admirably calculated to admonish, to warn, and rebuke the 
profane, the profligate, and vicious, in a manner so silent, so delicate, 
so insinuating, as to give the greatest probability of suceess. And 
there are cases, not a few (examples of which you have heard rehearsed 
this night) im which God has made a Tract almost the only means of 
conversion and reformation. Go, sir—visit that abode beyond the wa- 
ters of the Hudson, where the prey of theft was devoured, where the 
fury of drunken madness raged—where wild uproar, and sottish sullen- 
ness held alternate sway. Contemplate the honest industry, the smiles 
of plenty, the tranquillity, the cheerfulness—nay more, listen to the 
voice of prayer and praise proceeding from lips where aforetime curses 
dwelt—cruelty is turned into kindness, hatred into love; and hear 
them ascribe the wondrous change, under God, fo the perusal of a 
Tract. 

It is among the poor and destitute that your Tracts are chiefly need- 
ed, and are to produce their greatest effects: and although we do not 
expect that they will accomplish every thing ; yet, in the great system 
of instruction in spiritual things, they occupy a very respectable and 
important station. ; 

By the herald of the cross, the living messenger of eternal life, the 
great work must be achieved; in most instances, sinners must be won, 
for this is God’s own ordinance which he does and will honour; but let 
the Missionary, the Bible, and the Tract be companions. It is the 
Gospel, and the Gospel preached, which is usually the power of God 
unto salvation. The Missionary’s voice has silenced the savage yell. 
The blast of the Gospel trumpet has. echoed through the valleys of the 
wilderness; it reverberates upon the distant hills, and returns upon the 
ear, modulated into the mildest, sweetest accents of praise, and ascrip- 
tions of ‘* Glory to God in the highest.” .. 

Let your Tracts accompany, and follow the living messenger, to se- 
cond his efforts, and confirm the impressions he has made :—they are al- 
most the only books of a salutary tendency which those to whom they 
are sent possess, 

Here permit me to remark, that, so far as I am acquainted with the 
history of Tracts, they are of the devil’s invention. Nay, smile not—if 
that skilful adversary has chosen a wise weapon of attack, it is our wis- 
dom to give it a re-action. When Christianity was undergoing its hot- 
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test trials, the distribution of profane ballads, and little Tracts, contain- 
ing vile and witty blasphemies against the Son of God, and holding up 
his cause and his followers to misapprehension and ridicule, did more 
for a time to impede its progress than the gibbet or the stake, merely 
by occupying the mind in this way, and directing the feelings of the 
multitude. The human mind; formed for activity, must have materials 
upon which to act. And it is by scattering your Tracts wherever sa- 
lutary truth is wanting, that you are to furnish matter for reflection, 
to model the general sentiment, the tone of feeling, and habits of think- 
ing—that you are, if not to plant, at least to cherish those sound princi- 
ples, which contain the seeds that will take root, gather strength, and 
certainly in some degree produce their appropriate fruits; whilst the 
intellectual field, if left alone, must run to waste, and be filled with all 
manner of noxious weeds. 

Those brief records of grace and truth, fraught with promise, precept, 
and example—yvariously adapted, interspersed with wholesome anec- 
dote, invite to perusal, interest the feelings, and fasten upon the me- 
mory- 

‘** The wilderness shall blossom as the rose ;”” and Oh! who delights 
not tosee the little purling rivulets which flow out from the fountain of 
blessing, to fertilize and fructify its plains? 

Look but for a moment at that vast system of means in operation, to 
meliorate the condition of the most degraded and wretched among men. 
I speak not now of the moral revolutions which Sabbath School Associa- 
tions are producing; but those messengers of good freely sent, (the 
Missionary, the Bible, and the Tract,) to teach sinners what they are, 
what God is, what he offers, and what they owe to him and to each 
other. The benevolence of the Gospel carries its own blessings to the 
wretched; it flows out in the most diversified and diffused marner. 
Thus Christianity begets Christianity; and this very benevolence, so 


yarious, so diffusive, so kind; the native and natural operation of the. 


spirit of the Gospel, cannot fail, even with the most ignorant and de- 
praved, to prove an argument in favour of its object, that their hearts 
mast feel. - 

Your object, under God, is to promote the best interests of social man 
upon earth, and to direct his eternal destiny—to pour light into his 
mind, infuse love into his heart, and to establish the divine authority 
upon his conscience; and your object will not be mistaken. Benefit 
and gratitude cement the extremes of suciety,—as men, therefore,—as 
members of civil society, as Christians, we hail the power which braces 


the chords of union, and by uniting assimilates into the same beauteous _ 


image. 

Whilst the potsherds of earth dash each other to pieces, there is a sacred 
alliance among all those who have imbibed the Spirit of Jesus. The ar- 
mies of the living God begin to organize in their holy warfare—they begin 
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to do more than skirmish within the usurped dominions of the prince of 
darkness; and, if not a traitor, yet heartless shall he be esteemed in the 
cause, who speeds not the feeblest messenger of peace—who prevents 
the instrument by which even but a straggler from the enemy’s camp 
may be won to the side of truth—who arrests the progress of a 
Tract. 

Angels stand upon the battlements of heaven, and witness your hal- 
lowed exertions, and rejoice in your success; your fellow Christians 
watch for the testimony of your zeal—Let them have it, 


On seconding the first Resolution, Josepn W Arnen Bracker?, Esq. 


addressed the President as follows :-— 


Sir, v 

T rise to second the Resolution of the Rey. gentleman, who has now 
addressed you; trusting that the occasion will excuse one, unaceus- 
tomed to meet with you, for presuming to take a partin the business of 
the evening. One consideration has reconciled—nay, even prompted 
me. to this course : it is the pleasure of seeing so many different deno- 
minations of Christians here convened, warming one another with a 
holy zeal, and harmoniously engaged in disseminating the hopes and 
the blessings of the Gospel. This is evidently a prelude to that period, 
when all distinctions shall for ever be sunk in oblivion. It evinces the 
approach of the millennial day, when one united flame of devotion shall 
ascend from the altar of the whole earth, 

There is, however, a propensity in many, particularly among the aged, 
to draw a comparison between the generations which have passed off the 
stage, and that which now occupies it, unfavourable to the latter. Mo- 
dern degeneracy is the theme, until it is forgotten that our ancestors 
were contaminated. Yet, if we look for argument and authority on 
this point, the royal preacher seems not to have been of this way of 
thinking. ‘* Say not thou,” he admonishes, ‘* what is the cause that 
the former days were better than these? for thon dost not inquire wise- 
ly concerning this.” . 

But we do not claim for our cotemporaries any very decided superiori- 
ty; this would be arrogance: and there is something too much like self. 
applause in multiplying encomiums on the present state of society. 
Nevertheless, who that has a spark of Christian faith, does not realize 
that every moment brings us nearer to our Redeemer’s kingdom and 
triumph upon earth? “ ‘To him every knee shall bow.” Moral causes 
are now peculiarly at work to hasten the event. Christians can al- 
ready meet on ground which is strictly neutral. ‘The most encouraging 
indications are found in the union of all sects in certain leading asso~ 
ciations; such as those for missionary purposes, and extending the 
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knowledge of the Scriptures. Who then will say that the glory of the 
latter day is not about to be revealed? The promise was from GOD: 
and surely he will accomplish it in his time. 

If this Society is more humble than those alluded to, it is extensively 
useful; if of secondary rank, it joins in the common cause without os- 
tentation, satisfied with the distinction of being a faithful auxiliary. 
The Report just read is a sufficient proof of its merits. The immense 
supplies of little books you have already sent abroad, have gone like ir- 
rigating streams to fertilize a thirsty soil; while the number on hand 
is a treasury from which many poor may draw durable riches. 

There is no general light in which your Tracts may be viewed, more 
favourable, than their tendency to correct the taste of the illiterate. 

Those who have not had the advantage of education, are prone to be 
amused with idle tales. A vulgar ballad delights them; and they listen 
with eagerness to an extravagant, unmeaning fiction. 

But let one of your little books fall into the hands of a mother; un- 
taught herself, except so far as to be able to spell out its meaning —with 
her untaught offspring around her. She reads—perhaps, at first with a 
sneer, or an ill-timed jest on him, who made the important present. 
The female heart, however,-is susceptible. The subject grows solemn 
and interesting ; and she begins to ponder it with attention. If her lips 
are not touched with a live coal from the altar, at least a spark touches 
and enkindles her heart. A new scene is now opened; she dwells on 
the theme, and must communicate it. Self-love takes its second di- 
rection, and awakes every maternal emotion to the eternal destiny of 
her children. The family fervently join in an holy exercise; devout- 
ly worshipping their God, whose name they had been accustomed to 
profane. 

The same spirit flies through the neighbourhood. Conversation 
takes a new turn. Enough of learning is sought in aid to open the 
Scriptures. Schools are established; and the temple is reared to the 
worship, the honour, and glory of Almighty God. 

Thus the first impulse is given by one of your little books; and this 
impulse, aided by its associate causes, propels now this spring and now 
that; until it puts into consistent and appropriate operation all the ma- 
chinery of the soul ;—not stopping with the individual ; but diffusing its 
energy upon the organization of society. 

Nor is it to the ignorant and illiterate alone, that your exertions are 
a benefaction. To the literary and inquisitive they bring their advan- 
tages. The traveller carries with him your sheet, as a valuable com- 
panion ; or it unexpectedly comes to him the welcome friend. {He finds 
it as he glides, unoceupied, on the face of the waters; or takes it up, 
as a solace from fatigue, in the retired hovel. He reads it with profit 
and pleasure, when more profound disquisitions would be oppressive ; 
blessing the hand that threw it in his way, to cheer the hour of vacuity 
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or gloom; at the same time rejoicing in the spirit of benevolence, that 
the poor also, and the unenlightened, have the seasonable admonition, 
and the word of life. 

What greater incitement, my friends, do you need to a perseverance 
in your undertaking? In the benefits bestowed you have your reward. 
The heart of philanthropy dilates at your success; and the tongue of 
devotion aids you with its prayers. Warmed with the subject, imagina- 
tion follows one of you into his study, and sees him engaged in his lucu- 
bration, preparing the little messenger, to be sent forwatd on the evan- 
gelical errand. Doting on the offspring of his talents, when about to 
commit it to divine protection; and catching the pathos of the heathen 
poet, in the love of his works; yet on a theme sublimated and refined 
from all impurity, he involuntarily exclaims,—‘ Go, little book—go ; 
fall on the lap of poverty and indigence; go into the vale of misery, 
visit those who are perishing for lack of vision: go, aid the diffident 
advocate in our Master’s cause ; plead with the impenitent; soften the 
obdurate ; take the film from the eye of moral blindness :—go, support 
the infirm; comfort the disconsolate; confirm the faith of the wavering; 
to the heart of the unbeliever bring the quick conviction! Go; and, 
O GOD, accept the humble offering, and follow it with thy blessing ” 


{Note.—The Board cannot refrain from expressing their regret, that 
the third gentleman who spoke at the Anniversary Meeting, so far 
mistook their object and sentiments, that they cannot consent to re- 
quest a copy of his Address for publication in this Appendix.} 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Correspondence in relation to establishing Depositories, or procuring 
Tracts from the Society, may be addressed to Frace & Gounn, Agents of 
the General Depository, Andover, Mass. 

Correspondence relating to donations and subscriptions, may be address- 
ed to Amos BLANCHARD, Esq., Treasurer of the Society, Andover, Mass. 

Correspondence from similar Societies, American or Foreign, may be ad- 
dressed to Rev. J. Epwarps, Corresponding Secretary, Andover, Masé. 

Communications which in any way concern the interests of the Society, 
may be addressed to WitniAm A. HAuiocx, Agent, Andover, Mass. 

*,* For the accommodation of those who can transact business at Boston 
more conveniently than at Andover, the Society has made arrangements 
with Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong, Agent of the Depository in Boston, to sup- 
ply Auriliary Socielies with Tracts at ten per cent discount, the rate at 
which they are supplied from the General Depository. And all communi- 
cations for the Society, directed to Care of Samuel T. Armstrong, Vo. 50, 
Cornhill, Boston, will be transmitted by him without delay, 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give unto the Treasurer, for the time being, of the American 
Tract Society, instituted in Boston, in the year 1814, the sum 
of Dollars, for the purposes of said Society, and 
for which the receipt of such Treasurer shall be a sufficient dis- 
charge. 


At the Ninra Annuat Meerine of the American 
Tract Socmry, held in Boston, May 28, 1823, 
the President being absent, and the Rev. Joun 
H. Cuurcn in the chair, it was unanimously 


Voren, éf 
That the Report of the Treasurer, now read, and 
approved by the Auditor, be accepted; and that for 


the year ensuing, the following Gentlemen be 


OFFICERS. 


Hon. WILLIAM REED, Marblehead, President. 

Rev. MOSES S'TUART, Th. Sem. Andover, Vice President. 

Rey. JUSTIN EDWARDS, Andover, Cor. Secretary. 

Rev. RICHARD S. STORRS, Braintree, Recording Secretary. 
AMOS BLANCHARD, Ese, Andover, Treasurer. 
SAMUEL FARRAR, Ese. Andover, Auditor. 


Rev. JOHN H. CHURCH, Pelham, N. H. 
Rev. JUSTIN EDWARDS, E z 
Rev. JOHN CODMAN, D. D. Dorchester, Cee 
Rev. WARREN FAY, Charlestown, 

’ AMOS BLANCHARD, Ese. 


Vorep, 
That the thanks of this Society be given to all 


those persons who have the past year constituted 


their Ministers Life Members. 


Vorep, 
That the thanks of this Society be given to all 


Auxiliary Societies which have been formed the past 


year. 


Voren, 
That the thanks of this Society be given to all 
who have the past year made Donations totts Funds. 


Vorep, 

That the Annual Report now read, be accept- 
ed, and published under the direction of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 


REPORT. 


Tuer Executive Committee of the American Tract Socig- 
ry, gratefully acknowledge the kindness of God, in continuing 
to smile upon their labours ; and as a testimony to his good- 
ness, present their Ninth Annual Report. 

The first important measure, adopted by the Committee, 
after their Annual Meeting, was the appointment of an 
Agent, whose whole time and attention should be devoted to 
the objects of the Society. By the blessing of God, its con- 
cerns had become so numerous and extensive, that this meas- 
ure appeared to the Committee to be essential to its increas- 
ing prosperity. They therefore appointed Mr. Wituiam A. 
Hattocx, and commissioned him to act as Agent for the So- 
ciety, for the space of one year. He accepted his appoint-. 
ment, and entered upon its duties about the first of October. 
Since that time he has been diligently employed in the ser- 
vice of the Society. His principal objects have been to dis- 
seminate information concerning the Society, to increase the 
number of its life Life Members, form Auxiliary Societies, 
obtain donations for establishing Depositories, and furnish- 
ing Tracts for circulation throughout the country, and as 
Providence shall open the way, throughout the World. Thir- 
teen important communications he has prepared, and pub- 
lished in the Boston Recorder. Several of them have been 
copied into other papers, and thus had an extensive circula- 
tion through the country. He has addressed several hun- 
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dred persons by letter, and communicated much important 
information on the subject of Tracts. He has personally 
visited 128 towns and parishes, namely, 39 in New Hamp- 
shire, 84 in Massachusetts, and 5 in New York. He has 
preached often to numerous congregations ; and conversed 
with thousands of individuals, on the duty and utility of cir- 
culating religious Tracts. He has been received and treat- 
ed with great kindness ; and the Lord has caused the object 
of his mission to be viewed with peculiar favour. He has 
found that nothing is wanting but information with regard 
to this Society, in order to engage the hearts of christians 
strongly in its favour. In many cases the spirit of the Lord 
had gone before him, and by applying truth to the heart, had 
prepared the way for his success. 

* On meeting a man in , and offering him a subscrip- 
tion paper to make his minister a Life Member, and asking 
him if he would subscribe, he answered with strong emotion, 
“Yes, I will give a dollar; for one of those Tracts has saved 
me from ruin.”? And in almost all cases, after explaining 
the object, he has found persons ready to assist. 

Highty one persons, during the past year, have been made 
Life Members of the Society. Sixty nine of them are min- 
isters of the Gospel. Sixty eight of these have been made 
Life Members by their people ; and 41 by Females. More 
than 100 ministers of the Gospel had before been made Life 
Members of this Society, by Benevolent Females in their 
parishes. May the Daughters of Zion, while they thus man- 
ifest their regard for the Gospel, and respect for its minis- 
ters, share richly in its blessings, their labours be labours of 


love to Jesus, and they receive the rewards of grace in the 
day of his appearing. Five instructers have, during the last 
year, been made Life Members by their pupils. And Hen- 
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ry Martyn ——, a little child, has been made a Life Mem- 
ber by his father. 

The Committee cannot view this increase of Life Mem- 
bers, and the manner in which it has been effected, without 
peculiar emotion. That kind regard for a minister, which 
leads his people to make him a Life Member of a Benevo- 
lent Society, must have a peculiarly favourable effect, both 
upon his mind, and theirs. Seeing them engaged in sending 
the Gospel to others, he has increasing hopes, that they will 
share in its everlasting blessings themselves. And knowing 
that, “* He that watereth, shall be watered also himself,’ he 
is animated to new exertions; and is borne onward by new 
hopes, that his * labours shall not be in vain in the Lord ;” 
and that in being faithful, he shall not only save himself and 
them that hear him, but with them be instrumental in saving 
vast multitudes of others, whom he never shall see, till he 
meets them in glory. 

The $20, paid by his people to make him a Life Member 
of this Society, he sees turned into 6000 Tracts, and placed 
in more than 90 Depositories. Around these Depositories 
are numerous Societies, and individuals, ready to purchase 
and distribute them. Soon they are in 6000 families; and 
read probably by more than 20,000 individuals. He then 
recollects that a-single copy of one litle Tract, no larger 
than one of these, has been evidently the means of the con- 
version of a father, a mother, a son, and a daughter, all in 
one family. And he seems to hear the father, as he uttered 
the memorable declaration, “Take all the property, and ey- 
ery thing I have, it shall all go before I will part with that 
Tract.” But here springing from the benevolence of his par- 
ishioners, this minister sees not simply- one Tract speaking 
to a single family, but 6000 Tracts, speaking to 6000 fami- 
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lies, and telling them words by which they may be saved. 
And the avails of these Tracts will furnish for circulation 
6000 more; and the avails of those, 6000 more; and so on- 
ward, continually. And if one copy of a single Tract has 
been the means of the conversion of 4 persons in one family, 
what, he asks, may we not hope from the circulation of 
thousands and thousands, from generation to generation, to 
the end of time. 

The same delightful considerations may animate the hearts 
of those instructers who have been made Life Members by 
their pupils; of those individuals who have made themselves 
Life Members; and of that father too, who has laid the foun- 
dation for such immense good, by the Life Membership of 
his child, Their example may excite others to go and do 
likewise. Many people may thus manifest their regard for 
their ministers, pupils for their instructers, and parents for 
their children; and thus, while all exert a mutual influence 
in promoting each others salvation, they may lay the foun- 
dation for millions and millions of silent, but pungent preach- 
ers of righteousness to go forth, and speak each one to an 
individual, or family, or neighbourhood, till they shall have 
no need to say any more, “ Know ye the Lord, for all shall 
know him from the least to the greatest ;’? and the whole 
“earth be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters fill the sea.” 

There is another circumstance connected with the increase 
of Life Members, worthy of grateful remembrance. Nearly 
all who have become Life Members the past year, have gen- 
erously devoted the whole donation of $20, to the Society. 
And the amount of Tracts which they have requested in re- 
turn, has but little exceeded the amount of monies which 
they have paid above that sum.—So that the whole sum of 
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$20, will, in nearly all instances, be devoted to the perma- 
‘nent means of the Society. 

And connected with this, is another important measure. 
‘Those individuals who have made their ministers Life Mem- 
bers, have in numerous instances, made arrangements for 
supplying themselves with Tracts, by means of Auxiliary 
Tract Societies. Mr. Hallock has been present, and assist- 
ed in the formation of 24, all Auxiliary to the Parent Socie- 
ty. These Societies pay one third of their receipts to the 
Parent Society ; and with the other two thirds, procure Tracts 
for their own use, and gratuitous distribution. In this way, 
their own wants will be supplied, a great quantity of Tracts 
put in circulation, and at the same time, substantial aid be 
afforded to the Society. Numerous other Societies have 
been formed through the instrumentality of Mr. Hallock, of 
which he has not received a particular account. The num- 
ber cannot now be definitely stated. This, with many other 
important things, connected with his Agency, must be defer- 
red till the next Annual Report. 

The Committee cannot however but notice one or two 
interesting facts connected with donations which he has re- 
ceived. ; 

An aged and venerable Judge, who has been, for many 
years, upon the bench of one of our Probate Courts, and a 
distinguished benefactor of the fatherless, remarked that he 
found no difficulty in taking care of their property; but he 
wished that something might be done for their souls. The 
law, said he, points out the reciprocal civil duties of Guar- 
dians and Wards; but they need something to point out, 
more explicitly, their reciprocal moral and religious duties. 
And he has engaged to give $100, to printa Tract for the 

“Spiritual benefit of Guardians and Wards. This Tract is 


designed to point out the reciprocal moraland religious du- 
- 
. 
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ties of each; and to be suchas may be distributed, with 
great advantage, by Judges and Registers of Probate, to all 

Guardians and Wards, throughout the country. And when 
we look abroad, amidst the ravages of death, among 
10,000,000 of people, over this widely extended country ; 
and see the large and increasing number of fatherless, and 
in many cases, motherless children, whose property is in- 
deed, in some measure protected by the laws, but whose 
souls are in the utmost danger of being neglected; we can- 
not but admire that christian philanthropy, which, while it 
officially operates with fidelity, to secure for the widow and 
fatherless, “ the meat that perisheth,” operates with still 
greater watchfulness and ardour, to secure for them also, 
“that meat which endureth unto eternal life.”? May the 
American Bench be blessed with a long succession of such 
Judges, who, while they stand as a bulwark for the protec- 
tion of the civil interests of men, shall manifest a paramount 
regard for their spiritual and eternal interests ; and thus re- 
flect brightly the image of Him, who is the “ Father of the 
fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, in his holy habita- 
tion.”? And after being fathers to the fatherless here on 
earth, may they meet them in heaven, saved from eternal 
poverty and wretchedness, through their instrumentality, 
and mingle with them in giving the glory “ to Him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and to the Lamb forever.” 

It will be recollected by many, that proposals were made 
by the Agent, in the Boston Recorder, for publishing the 
Memoirs of Mrs. Emerson as a Tract, provided means could 
be obtained to defray the expense. Soon after this, he re- 
ceived a letter from the Rev. Daniel Smith, Pastor of the 
church in Louisville, Kentucky. ‘The account,” says he, 
‘of the conversion of Mrs. Emerson is one in which I have 
long felt a deep interest. The events narrated in that little 
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Tract, transpired in my father’s family, and within my own 
recollection. think it worthy the most extensive circula- 
tion; and calculated to be eminently useful. Many readers 
may think the colouring of the narration too high. But when 
I read it, having a distinct recollection of the facts contain- 
ed in it, I did not think that it at all exceeded the sober 
truth. I have,” says he, ‘ $500, from the late lamented 
Mrs. Margaret Douglass, of Natchez, Mississippi, a lady 
who, during my residence in that place, left the world with 
a triumphant faith in the Saviour of sinners. This ‘money 
was committed. to me for charitable purposes ; and ¢ 100, 
of it, 1] give to the American Tract Society to print that 
Tract.”? And although it does not appear from the letter, 
and it is not known to the Committee, but that his prospects 
of life were, at that time, as great as usual, yet he added 
this sentence, In case of my decease, this letter shall be suffi- 
cient authority for your Treasurer to obtain the money from 
my executors, to be appropriated to the above-mentioned ob- 
ject.” A few days after, this beloved man closed his earth- 
ly labours, and entered, we trust, into that rest which re- 
maineth for the people of God; there to meet with her 
whose pious bounty he had distributed, and with her whose 
conversion he had witnessed, and an account of which he 
wished to perpetuate to all future generations, to look back 
on the way by which the Lord had led them, and with all 
his ransomed people, to join with united hearts and immor- 
tal tongues, in everlasting thanks unto his name. 

This Mr. Smith was an intimate friend and companion of 
Samuel J. Mills, whose memory will be precious to the 
hearts of christians on every continent, and will be associa- 
ted with the dearest interests of the Church, till the second 
coming of her King. They were both ardent friends of 
the American Tract Society. They took a deep interest in 
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its concerns ; and viewed it as destined, in the providence 
of God, to bear an important part in the renovation of the 
world. While ona tour together in 1814 and 1815, of more 
than 5000 miles, through the Southern and Western States, 
forming Benevolent Societies, and devising and executing 
plans for the salvation of the world, they distributed great 
numbers of the Society’s Tracts ; and bore the most ample 
testimony to their utility and importance. May many young 
men be raised up, to follow their example, and after serving 
God and their generation, meet them in heaven, to witness 
the consummation of their benevolent labours, and see them 
eternally exulting in the glory of God, and the ever grow- 
ing joy of his people. 

About the time of receiving Mr. Smith’s letter, the Agent 
received another letter, from another part of the country. 
The writer of this says, “ Your proposal to publish as a 
Tract the Memoirs of Mrs. Emerson, was peculiarly grati- 
fying tome. I have ever considered that Tract as one of 
the principal instruments in the hands of Divine Providence, 
of drawing my attention to the things of eternity. 1 enclose 
you $30, to defray, in part, the expense of its publication.” 
Other donations have been received from other individuals, 
for the same object. 

Can we not here see reasons why angels rejoice “ over 
one sinner that repenteth?”? The conversion of Mrs. Em- 
erson has, we trust, resulted in her eternal salvation. The 
account of it, written by herself, is already known to have 
been the means of the hopeful conversion of several others ; 
and some of them are now distinguished benefactors of the 
Church. These, and others whose hearts have been warm- 
ed and animated by the history, lay the foundation for its 
perpetual circulation, Well may angels rejoice; for the 
circulation of this Tract may be the means of greatly in- 
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creasing the number of their companions ; and adding mul- 
titudes, to the multitude which no man can number, who 
will shout unto their God and ours, harmonious songs of sal- 
vation forever and ever. 

This Tract is printed, and already in circulation. 

The Committee have, during the past year, printed 76 
other Tracts, making in all 77, Sixteen of these are new 
Tracts, viz. 


No. 145. On Hearing the Word of God. 
146. Helps to Self Examination. 
147. The Duty of Supporting the Gospel Ministry. 
148. The Barren Fig-Tree. 
149. The Splendid Wedding. 
150. Memoir of William Churchman, 
151. Important Discovery. 
152. Life and Death of Eliza Thornton. 
153. The End of Time. 
154, Memoir of Dr. Bateman. 
155. Universalism Exposed. 
156. Search the Scriptures. 
157. Address to Parents on Sabbath Schools., 
136. Memoir of Elizabeth Davidson. 
133. Account of Mrs. Emerson. 
93. The Great Question Answered. 


Of 13 of the new Tracts, the Committee have published 
6000 copies each; of 2 of them, 7000; and of one, 9000; 
making 101,000 new Tracts published the last year. Of 
60 of the old Tracts they have published a new edition of 
6000 copies each; and of one, a new edition of 9000, mak- 
ing in all 369,000. So that the whole number of Tracts 
published the last year, is 470,000. These Tracts will ay- 
erage about 10 pages each, making 4,700,000 pages; a 
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greater number than has ever before been published by the- 
Society in one year. The whole number of Tracts in the 
series, now amounts to 157. No. 154 closes the 7th yol- 
ume. Of several of these Tracts there have been 7 edi- 
tions, of 6000 copies eath, in 9 years. 
Of the first 5 volumes 1000 copies have been bound; and 
200 copies of the 6th volume. An additional number of 
this volume, and 500 copies of the 7th, will shortly be bound, 
so that all persons who wish, may be supplied with com- 
plete sets. These volumes are bound in strong, neat, full 
binding, gilt, and lettered. ‘They contain 300 pages each, 
and are sold at fifty cents a volume. Few books, it is be- 
lieved, if any, beside the Bible, will be more useful, espe- 
cially to children and youth. And the Committee view it as 
exceedingly desirable, that a complete set should be owned 
by every family. For $3,50, parents may obtain 7 vol- 
umes, containing no less than 2,100 pages of important mat- 
ter, exhibited in a striking and impressive manner ; and in 
-the very form in which it has already been blessed to the 
salvation of thousands. In what way can this small sum be 
expended by parents to greater advantage, or with a great- 
er prospect of promoting the salvation of their child- 
ren? In what way can charitable individuals more benefit 
the families of the poor, than by furnishing them with a set 
of Tracts? While they provide 7 volumes of interesting in- 
struction, for parents and children, they also provide means 
for furnishing 7 volumes more; and the avails of these will 
furnish 7 volumes more, and so on as long as they shall 
be needed. Every one who purchases these 7 volumes, 
may have the satisfaction of knowing, that his money will 
print more than 3000 pages of Tracts, for perpetual! circula- 
tion. 

The Committee have also, during the past year, published - 
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No. 3 of the Christian Almanack. This Traet of 48 pages 
with an Astronomical Diary prefixed to it, contains an ex- 
tensive collection of facts, relative to the present state of 
Christian and Heathen countries ; numerous tables, exhibit- 
ing condensed views of the various Benevolent Societies, 
their origin, means, and operations for evangelizing the 
world; and also much information, interesting to children 
and youth, to farmers, mechanicks, merchants, ministers, 
and all descriptions of persons; aud it is calculated to be 
a useful litthe manual for every family in the country. 

This Tract has been published for the Society, in Bos- 
ton; in Washington, District of.Columbia ; in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania ; and in Rochester, New York. Of those pub- 
lished in Boston, there has been a circulation of nearly 
39,000. How many have been circulated, of those publish- 
ed in the other places, the Committee have not yet been in- 
formed. If there have been half as many in all, as of those 
published in Boston, it will make about 58,000 copies, 
These have probably gone into nearly as many families, 
and been read by more than 200,000 individuals. By many 
of them they will be read, in the course of the year, a num- 
ber of times; and the prominent facts recorded in them, 
be deeply fixed in the mind. And the Committee cannot 
but hope, that great and everlasting benefits will result to 
many from this publication. It is designed, and the Com- 
mittee believe calculated, to lead men to “look not at the 
things which are seen and temporal, but at the things which 
are not seen, and eternal ;” and to impress upon them, that 
* godliness is profitable anto all things, having the promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come ;”? and 
to lead them to be “diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord.” 

The Committee are now preparing No. 4 of the same 
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Tract; and by availing themselves of their past experience, 
and of the friendly hints which have been suggested by read- 

,ers of the past numbers, they hope to make the next num- 
ber still more worthy of the public patronage; and to ob- 
tain for it a still more extensive circulation, And it is de- 
voutly hoped, that at no distant period, such a Tract will be 
published in every state, and be found in every family in 
the country ; and that it will bear no unimportant part, in 
hastening the time when “holiness to the Lord” shall be 
written upon al/ the publications of men. 

By the avails of this Almanack, more than 50,000 Tracts 
were printed the last year. And every person who purchas- 
ed one, may have the satisfaction of knowing, that he pro- 
vided the means for printing a copy of a Tract for perpetu- 
al circulation. 

The Committee have also, during the past year, establish- 
ed 14 new Deposituries ; making the whole number, now 
belonging to the Society 92: Viz. 13 in Massachusetts, 8 in 
Maine, 10 in New Hampshire, 7 in Vermont, 6 in Connecticut, 
2 in Rhode Island, 20 in New York, 2in Pennsylvania, 1 in 
Delaware, 3 in District of Columbia, 4 in Virginia, 5 in 
North Carolina, 1 in South Carolina, 3 in Ohio, 1 in Ken- 
tucky, 1 in Tennessee, 1 in Georgia, 1 in Missouri, 2 in 
Michigan Territory, and 1 in Lower Canada. 

Hach of these Depositories is under the care of an Agent, 
appointed by the Committee, who sells the Tracts and re- 
turns the money, reserving to himself, if he chooses, ten per 
cent for his trouble. Around these Depositories are numerous 
Tract Societies, and individuals, who purchase the Tracts ; 
and thus they are extended through the surrounding country. 

And upon the application of the Agent, each Depository 
is furnished, as it may need, with a new supply. But to keep 
the Tracts in rapid circulation, it is evident that each De- 
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pository must be constantly supplied. It must have a vari- 
ety, and in such numbers as to accommodate purchasers. If 
after making efforts to form a Society, and sending 20, or as 
is often the case, 50 miles to a Depository, they cannot 
be supplied, they soon become discouraged, and their efforts 
cease. 

Some important Tract Societies have actually suspended 
their operations, and others have been rendered nearly use- 
less, on account of the difficulty of obtaining Tracts. A gen- 
tleman in a neighbouring state informed a member of the 
Committee, that they had formed a Tract Society, and raised 
a considerable sum of money; had sent a number of times 
nearly 30 miles to a Depository, but could not obtain Tracts. 
After being repeatedly disappointed, they sent more than 
100 miles, to the General Depository for Tracts ; and con- 
cluded to suspend their operations, till the local Deposito- 
ries could be supplied. Such disappointments not only de- 
stroy Societies which are formed, but prevent the formation 
of others. A gentleman from Pennsylvania writes, ‘“ We 
wish a Depository of Tracts to be established in this place. 
We have formed a Tract Society. And the principal reason 
why there are not more Tract Societies among us, is the 
great difficulty of obtaining Tracts.” 

This difficulty which is felt, and deplored, by many, in all 
parts of the country, cannot be removed, but by establishing 
Depositories where they are needed, and furnishing them 
with a constant supply. But in order to do this, the Society 
must have greater funds. 

Should each Depository, now established, be furnished 
with Tracts to the amount of only $100, which must be con- 
sidered as a small supply, it would require Tracts to the 
amount of $9,200. And the General Depository, in order 
to be able promptly to supply them, and meet the other de- 

3 


16 NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


mands, which would be made upon it, would need to have 
constantly on hand, Tracts to the amount of $9,200 more. 
$18,400 are needed in order to supply to the best advantage, 
our present Depositories. And by forming around each of 
these Depositories only 20 Tract Societies, raising annually 
20 dollars each, all these Tracts would be putin circulation ; 
and a new supply to the same amount, might be furnished 
every year. 

Over a vast portion of the country, and that the most des- 
titute of moral and religious instruction, we have at present . 
no Depositories; and Religious Tracts are almost entirely un- 
known. 

To supply that part of the country which lies East of the 
Mississippi River, South of Maryland, and West of Pennsyl- 
vania, we need in addition to those we now have, more than 
100 Depositories. Supposing each Depository should sup- 
ply with Tracts 2500 square miles containing 30,000 inhab- 
itants, we need, in addition to those which are already estab- 
lished, 20 Depositories in Virginia, 15 in North Carolina, 9 
in South Carolina, 9 in Georgia, 12 in Ohio, 16 in Kentucky, 
13 in Tennessee, 5 in Indiana, 3 in Alabama, 1 in Missis- 
sippi, and 2 in Illinois. in Virginia alone, is a portion of 
country of more than 40,000 square miles, containing an ex- 
tensive population, in which there is no Depository. Far- 
ther south is another district of more than 200,000 square 
miles, containing nearly a million of souls, exceedingly des- 
titute of the means of grace, and needing, according to the 
above estimate, 30 Depositories, in which there is not one. 
The state of Kentucky, which needs 17, has but one. In 
Ohio is.a tract of country of 30,000 square miles, embracing 
the whole of the Connecticut Reserve, in which there is not 
one. In the whole states of Indiana and Illinois, containing 
a population of more than 200,000 souls, deplorably desti- 
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tute of the means of grace, there is no Depository; and but 
one in all the country west of the Mississippi River. And 
yet from numerous parts of these destitute regions, there are 
pressing calls for Tracts. 

A Gentleman from Virginia writes, “ I enclose you 80 dol- 
lars, on account of Tracts which I have sold; and I wish 
you to send me 100,000 pages more. The demand for Tracts 
is increasing; and several Auxiliary Societies have been 
formed.” 

A gentleman from North Carolina writes, “‘ You can have 
no idea of the destitute moral state of all this region. We 
have formed a Tract Society, and wish for a Depository of 
Tracts. If you will establish one here, I will take the charge 
of it.” 

A gentleman from Georgia writes, ‘‘ My business is to re- 
quest that a Tract Depository may be established at Savan- 
nah. Much may be done, in this desolate region, with Re- 
ligious Tracts. But there is great difficulty in obtaining 
them. Did you know the wants of the destitute, in this state, 
you would make every exertion to put something into their 
hands, which they may read with profit.” 

A gentleman from Louisiana writes, ‘‘ Multitudes here 
are utterly ignorant of the Gospel. A vast field is opening 
for the distribution of Tracts in English, Spanish, and French. 
An internal communication is opened with Mexico; and 
millions of Tracts might be distributed, in that country, to 
great advantage.” 

To meet these, and the numerous other calls for Tracts, 
the Society must have GREATER FUNDS, 

It has sent out, during the past year, more than 389,000 
Tracts. More than 20 of its numbers are now out of print ; 
and yet the Depositories now established, have not upon an 
average, Tracts to the amount of 50 dollars each. To fur- 
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nish the numbers now out of print will require 1000 dollars. 
And to establish and supply Depositories over one half of 
the country which now remains destitute, and where, had 
we the means, they might be established to the greatest ad- 
vantage, we need funds to the amount of 10,000 dollars 
more. And where, the Committee would ask, can funds be 
employed to greater advantage, or with a prospect of great- 
er success? Should each Depository now established, instead 
of supplying the 30,000 souls assigned it, furnish but one 
Tract a year, to one third of that number, the Society would 
speak to 920,000 souls. And could it obtain the means to 
establish as many more Depositories, it would speak on the 
most interesting of all concerns, the salvation of the soul, to 
1,840,000 people. 

And here small means will accomplish GREAT ENDS. 

Suppose a man has 5000 dollars which he intends to de- 
vote to some charitable object, and he gives it to the Amer- 
ican Tract Society. This will establish 50 Depositories, 
and supply them with 500,000 Tracts. Around each of these 
Depositories, is a destitute population of 30,000 people. 
They furnish one Tract in a year, to one third of this num- 
ber. And supposing it is read only by the person who re- 
ceives it, this man is speaking, through the medium of these 
Tracts, to 500,000 people ; and if each Tract is read by 2 
persons, to 1,000,000 people. Nor does he speak simply by 
these 500,000 Tracts. But the avails of these furnish 
500,000 more, and the avails of those, 500,000 more. The 
sum is never expended, or even diminished, but, should 
Providence so order, it may continue in operation to the end 
of the world. 

Suppose a man gives 20 dollars, and thus becomes a Life 
Member; this sum will furnish 2,400 Tracts of ten pages 
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each, or 6000 of 4 pages, for perpetual circulation. In what 
way can he, with-this sum, do more? 

In the United States are 2000 ministers of the Gospel, not 
connected with this Society. Should their people make them 
Life Members, besides: producing an influence on their min- 
isters, themselves, and their children, which might be con- 
nected with blessings infinitely surpassing in value all earthly 
treasures, they would furnish for circulation 4,000,000 Tracts 
by which they might speak to as many million people, to all 
future generations. And should each parish form an Auxili- 
ary Society containing eighty members, paying 25 cents each, 
they would furnish for circulation 1,333,000 more, and _pro- 
cure 2,666,000 for their own use, and gratuitous distribution. 

In these two ways, the Society might be enabled to fur- 
nish 8,000,000 Tracts. And should half of this number be 
circulated ina year, there would be a circulation, in 10 years, 
of 40,000,000. 

Some may think, at first view, that this circulation, annu- 
ally continued, would soon supply the world. Bat it would 
not furnish, of what we have already published, one set to a 
family, even in our own country, in 70 years, on supposition 
that the number of families should not increase, and that none 
of the Tracts should be worn out. But asa set of Tracts 
cannot be supposed, on an average, to last more than 50 
years; and the number of families, according to the past 
rate of increase, will in that time, be doubled; this rate of 
circulation would never supply even our own country. 

And yet our country is only a small part, even of this con- 
tinent, which is destitute of Religious Tracts, and which 
greatly needs a supply. Upper and Lower Canada, Mexi- 
co, and all South America, containing a population of many 
millions of people, deplorably destitute of the means of sal- 
vation, are in pressing need of Tracts, 
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And over many portions of these countries, nothing is 
wanting but the means, in order to give them an immediate 
and extensive circulation. 

A gentleman from Canada, who has repeatedly applied to 
the Committee for Tracts, states that could they be obtained, 
they might be circulated extensively, and with the prospect 
of immense advantage. ‘Three persons, he states, in one 
family, notorious for their profaneness, have not only been 
outwardly reformed, but have become hopefully pious, and 
appear now to be truly devoted to God, in consequence of 
reading the Swearer’s Prayer; a little Tract of 4 pages, 
6,000 copies of which may be printed for 20 dollars. 

Another gentleman who resides near the borders of Mexi- 
co, and can have almost constant communication with its in- 
habitants, states that the way is opened for an immediate in- 
troduction of Tracts into that country. And that could they 
be obtained, millions might be distributed with the greatest 
prospect of success. 

A respectable Merchant in Brazil, applied to the Commit- 
tee for Tracts, offered to take charge of them himself, and 
stated, that by means of merchants with whom he was ac- 
quainted, he could circulate them very extensively in that 
country. He also wished for Testaments, in Portuguese, 
and Spanish, which, he said, might be distributed, and be 
exceedingly useful. 

A gentleman who has resided, a number of years, at Val- 
paraiso, and is well acquainted with the country, states that 
missionaries may travel, without difficulty, from Buenos 
Ayres to Chili, and distribute to advantage, great numbers 
of Religious Tracts. 

A young man, commissioned by the American Board, who 
is soon to enter upon an exploring mission through South 
America, applied to the Committee for Spanish Tracts ; and 
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it was a source of deep regret, that they were not able to 
‘supply him. They expressed to him, however, the hope, 
and the confidence, that when his application should be gen- 
erally known, means would he provided for a supply. 

Nor is the want of Tracts confined to this continent. Im- 
mense fields are opening for their distribution on other con- 
tinents. ‘ 

In the vicinity of Bombay, in India, where the American 
Board of Commissioners have a printing press, are 11,000,000 
people all speaking one language. Nearly all of them are 
destitute of the Gospel, there being only 3 missionaries 
among them. And, writes one of these missionaries, ‘“‘ The 
distribution of Tracts is the only possible way in which we 
can exhibit any portion of the Gospel, to vast portions of the 
present generation of India. Ministers enough to go, and 
preach to them the Gospel, cannot be obtained. We must 
print and circulate Tracts, or millions and millions of the 
present and future generations of India must go down, in un- 
broken succession, through pagan darkness, to the grave.” 

And, writes another missionary, “ Tracts can be printed at 
Bombay in the Mahratta language, as cheap as you can 
print them in New England. And there is no section of the 
world where they may be distributed with a prospect of 
greater usefulness, than in the Mahratta Country. The 
great body of the people would be likely to receive more in- 
struction from a little Tract, which they could read in & 
minutes, than they would from the entire New Testament ; 
because they would be so much more likely to read it.” And 
after they have read one Tract, they are often anxious to get 
another, and another. Soon they may read, if they can ob- 
tain it, the whole New Testament. 

A missionary in Ceylon writes, “ We visit from 2 to $ 
families in a day. Sometimes we take long journeys, and 
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are out 6 or 8 days; taking with us, some of the boys from 
the schools, At such times particularly, we feel the need of 
Tracts. Passing through villages where the Gospel was 
never before heard, we find hundreds who can, and who 
would read, had we books, or Tracts, to give them. But 
alas, we have none! No Bible, no Tract, to show the poor 
heathen how to flee from the wrath to come. The only 
Tracts which we have ever had, have been written upon thé 
Olla, and procured, of course, at a great expense. Perhaps 
in all our missions, we have distributed 200, obtained in that 
way. O that we could get a supply printed. Into how 
many villages could the Gospel be sent by means of Tracts. 
How many souls, by a single Tract, might be saved from 
endless misery.” 

And shall the christian missionary who has left his fath- 
er’s home, his native land, and gone 13,000 miles to tell the 
dying heathen of a Saviour, and point them to the Lamb of 
God, go from village to village through the wide spreading 
desolation, find hundreds and thousands who have never 
heard the Gospel, who can, and who would read, if they 
could get a Bible, or a J'ract, and yet have none to give 
them? Shall he be left to cry, in the ears of a thousand 
churches abounding with wealth, “ Alas, we have none to 
give them: no Bible, no Tract, to show the poor heathen 
how to flee from the wrath to come ?”? Shall it be told in the 
ears of all Christendom, that after years of toil and labour, 
the only Tracts which they have ever had, were written up- 
on the Olla, and procured at a great expense; and that the 
whole mission had not been able to obtain for circulation 
more than 200? And shall they still remain destitute, to 
cry, ‘“O that we could get a supply printed? Into how 
many villages could the Gospel be sent by Tracts? How 
many souls, by a single Tract, might be saved from endless 
misery ?”?—and yet cry in vain? Let Christendom answer. 


NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 25 


Six years ago, a heathen youth, for the first time, obtain- 
ed a New Testament. In reading it, the Holy Spirit en- 
lightened his mind, and he was hopefully brought to that 
knowledge of Jesus Christ which is “life eternal.”? " Of his 
own accord, and unknown to any christian friend, he began 
to preach the Gospel; and publish to his countrymen, the 
glad tidings of salvation. A few months ago he became ac- 
quainted with christian missionaries, and found, to his aston- 
ishment, that they were disciples of Jesus. He is now with 
them, studying the Bible, and labouring among the people. 
He has become a member of the church, and gives, say the 
missionaries, “satisfactory evidence of love to God, and love 
to man.”? Who can estimate the good which may result 
from furnishing the heathen with a single Bible, or a single 
Tract? And who can forbear, when he sees how easily, and 
with what numbers, he may furnish them ? 

A respectable Mercantile House in , purchased the last 
year 10,000 copies of the Christian Almanack.. By this pur- 
chase a profit accrued to the Society, sufficient to furnish for 
circulation, in our own country, Tracts of 4 pages each, to 
the number of 30,000. 

From their profits, they made a donation to the Society of 
50 dollars, to be appropriated to the printing of Tracts, in 
the Mahratta language, at Bombay. 

Witness the effects of this measure. There has been a 
circulation of 10,000 copies of the Christian Almanack. 
These have gone probably into 10,000 families, and been 
read by 30,000 individuals. From the avails, 30,000 Tracts 
of 4 pages each, will be furnished for circulation in this 
country, which may go into as many more families, and be 
read by twice as many more individuals. The avails of 
these may furnish another edition, and the avails of those, 
another. And when they have passed through 8 editions, 
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(the number which the Society has actually printedy of some 
of its Tracts, in 9 years) there will be furnished for circula- 
tion, from the avails of those 10,000 copies of the Almanack, 

240,000 Tracts. 

And from the donation of 50 dollars, given from the prof- 
its of the second sale of the Almanack, there may be furnish- 
ed 15,000 Tracts of 4 pages each, in the Mahratta language, 
at Bombay. These may be carried into 15,000 families, 
and be read by 30,000 people in that country. 

_ Let only 100 Mercantile Houses in the United States, do 
annually what has been done by the one above mentioned, 
and they would circulate annually 1,000,000 copies of the 
Almanack; and furnish for circulation in our own country 
3,000,000 Tracts.- In 10 years they would circulate 10,000, 
000 copies of the Almanack ; and furnish for circulation in 
our own country 30,000,000 Tracts. In the same time they 
would furnish 15,000,000 Tracts for circulation in the Mah- 
ratta country. Some of them might find their way into eve- 
ry family; and point many to him, who “although he was 
rich, yet for their sakes became poor, that they through his 
poverty might be rich.”? And as they gaze upon him, they 
will begin to see “the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
Gop in the face of Jesus Christ.”” And as they follow him 
through his humiliation, and see him “ bearing his cross,” 
till he is “lifted up,” they may experience the fulfilment of 
of his promise, ‘I will draw all men unto me.” 

Trace the amount of influence which these 15,000,000 
Tracts may have upon 11,000,000 minds in the Mahratta 
country, and upon all who shall come after them; and add 
to this the influence of 30,000,000 Tracts upon 10,000,000 
minds in our own country ; and upon all the minds which shall 
‘come after them, down to the period, when, “time shall be 
no longer ;” and go forward with these minds which are to 
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carry onward this influence, till all finite periods are lost in 
eternal duration, and say, cannot 100 men with small means, 
by the blessing of God, accomplish Great ENps? 

The American Board of Commissioners have also a print- 
ing press at Malta. And from the present indications of 
Providence, it may be expected, that ere long all Western 
Asia will be stretching out her arms for Tracts. There is 
now no effectual obstacle, could they be furnished, to their 
immediate, and extensive circulation. And not only could 
they be circulated, but they would be read, and with most 
lively interest. A gentleman, lately from that country, who had 
himself distributed numerous Tracts in ports around the 
Mediterranean, remarked, on his return to England, to those 
who had supplied him, “I thank you, Gentlemen, ten thou- 
sand times, for the Tracts which you gave me. I had often 
been told that it was of no use to think of offering Italians, 
Greeks, Portuguese, and Spaniards, religious books ; for they 
would not read them, they dare not take them. But I now 
know better. You can have no idea how welcome the Tracts 
were, in all the ports where we touched along the Mediter- 
ranean. The people ran after me in the streets, and pulled 
me into their houses, in order to obtain them: and that too, 
after | had distributed all | had. And I could hardly pacify 
them, but by telling them that 1 would bring them more, when 
I should come again. | assure you that I became well known ; 
and [ hope to carry out a good supply the next time, know- 
ing how glad they will be to see me, and the good books.” 

From persons acquainted with the subject, the Committee 
learn that Tracts can be printed, at Malta, at even a less ex- 
pense than they can be in the United States. And from 
Malta, Jerusalem, Smyrna, and ports around the Mediterra- 
nean, they may be sent to more than 20,000,000 people. 
Here then is an immense field for the distribution of Tracts. 
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And men who have property may here employ it in a man- 
ner, which, while it does not make them poor, will make 
many rich; and secure for them “an inheritance, incorrup- 
tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.”? And when all 
earthly treasures shall be melting in the last conflagration, 
they shall have “ durable riches and righteousness,” “ eters 
nal in the heavens.” 

To be convinced that Tracts are the means of infinite 
blessings, we need only look at facts. 

A man from an adjoining state, was passing, with a drove 
of cattle, through a town in this Commonwealth, on the Sab- 
bath ; a little Tract was handed him, inculcating the duty of 
remembering the Sabbath day and keeping it holy. He deter- 
mined that he would not read it, though he did not throw it 
away. When out of sight, he felt a curiosity to see what it 
contained, and began to read it. He soon began to feel the 
guilt and danger of profaning the Sabbath; and said to his 
companion, “ Let us stop till the Sabbath is over.” His 
companion refused. “ Well,” said he, “you may go on, but I: 
shall stop.” They both put up till the close of the Sabbath. 
But the man still felt the burden of a “ wounded spirit ;”’ 
and he found no relief, till, as he hopes, he submitted to Je- 
sus. He is now apparently devoted to God, and traces his 
first serious impressions to that little Tract. 

A benevolent individual in , put a sum of money into 
the hands of his minister, to purchase Religious Tracts for 
gratuitous distribution. He purchased a number, and among 
them was “A Persuasive to Public Worship.” It fell into 
the hands of a careless man, who carried it in his pocket, to 
a neighbouring town, where it fell into the hands of a pious 
woman, who sent it to an acquaintance of hers who neglect- 
ed public worship. He read it, and became alarmed at his 
condition. He immediately began to attend upon the preach- 
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ing of the Gospel, and to hear with anxious concern, And 
there is reason to believe, that he is now heartily devoted to 
God. 

An instructress of a school in New Hampshire, received 
from her minister a parcel of Tracts, to be lent as rewards 
to her scholars. The Tract on Intemperance, found its way 
into the families of two intemperate men, and before the 
close of the season, they manifested an essential reforma- 
tion. 

As a young man, ina neighbouring state, was about to set 
out on a voyage at sea, a pious friend put into his trunk a 
parcel of Tracts. While on his voyage, curiosity led him to 
examine this little bundle. On opening it, his eye fastened 
on “the Young Cottager.” It arrested his attention, and 
he read it through. And there is reason to hope that it has 
left an impression on his mind which will never be effaced. 
He separated from his companions, and spent much of his 
time in reading, meditation, and prayer. He continued this 
course until his return; when he found that his relish for 
former pleasures was gone, and he was led to say, “I had - 
rather be a door keeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell inthe tents of wickedness.” He has since madea public 
profession of religion, and relates with humility and grati- 
tude, the kindness of God in causing to be put into his trunk 
that little Tract. 

“ The Young Cottager” is an authentic narrative, written 
by Rev. Legh Richmond, and has repeatedly been blessed 
to the salvation of men. 

A copy of it was handed, by a little child, to a young La- 
dy in this Commonwealth. As she read it, an involuntary 
tear started from her eye, and offended with herself for be- 
ing overcome by a Tract; she threw it down, and resolved 
to have nothing more to do with it. But she could not rest, 
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and took it up again. She was again affected even to tears, 
and angrily threw it down. But she could not rest then ; she 
took it up again, and at length read it through. And an im- 
pression was fastened upon her mind, which there is reason 
to believe will be eternal. ‘ What,” said she, ‘can this 
poor cottager so bewail her sins, and J,.who am tenfold more 
guilty, feel no relentings ?”? Days and weeks of anguish, on ° 
account of her sins, passed away ; and she wandered in dark- 
ness, and saw no Jight. But at length a ray from the Sun of 
righteousness broke in upon her, and ghe was brought out of 
darkness, into marvellous light. For years she has now 
been engaged in seeking out the poor, and destitute, and 
distributing among them Bibles, and Religious Tracts; in- 
structing them in Sabbath Schools, and exciting her acquain- 
tance to greater and more systematical efforts for the salva- 
tion of men. 

The Tract entitled ‘ Sixteen Short Sermons,”’ was band- 
ed by an aged lady in this state, toa little boy. He read 
till he came to the third sermon, which is from this text, 
“ All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” 
This appeared to be for him. He felt that he had sinned, 
and in a thousand instances, come short of the glory of God. 
Tle became deeply distressed, began from that time to search 
the scriptures daily, and toseek the salvation of his soul. In 
a few months he obtained, as he hopes, joy and peace, in 
believing in Jesus. He was admitted a member of the visi- 
ble church, has since been preparing for the ministry, and 
is now about to enter upon its sacred duties, . 

Four other cases of hopeful conversion, and indirectly up- 
wards of 40 cases more, already known to the Committee, 
appear to have been connected with the reading of only 5 
eopies of the above mentioned Tract. 

Here then are nearly 50 persons whose hopeful conyer- 
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ston is seen, by the feeble eye of mortals, even in this dis- 
tant world, and while looking “through a glass darkly,” to 
have been connected with the reading of only 6 copies of 
one single Tract. Of this Tract 24,000 copies haye been 
published by this Society, and great numbers by other Soci- 
eties. Add to the influence of those 6 copies, the influence 
of all these; and to the influence of all these, add the influ- 
ence of 3,000,000 other Tracts published by this Society ; 
and 2,000,000 by other Societies in this country; and to 
the influence of these, add the influence of 50,000,000 pub- 
lished by the London Tract Society ; and other millions by 
other Tract Societies on the continent of Europe, and who 
can estimate the result! Let the increase of Tracts go for- 
ward, as it has done for 10 years past, only 20 years to come, 
and there are hundreds of millions in actual circulation. 
Sum up the amount of the influence of all these, upon the 
souls of men. See them speaking to immortal beings, in ev- 
ery town, village, and family, on the continent of Europe ; 
American and European Tracts, meeting and mingling to- 
gether on the shores of the Caspian; extending their influ- 
ence to every part of Asia; to the Islands of every sea; to 
every continent, and kingdom, and family on the globe; and 
moving onward with animating influence to the end of the 
world; “and, lo, a great multitude which no man can num- 
ber, out of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stand before the throne of God, and before the 
Lamb,” and open their everlasting song, “Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever.” 
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CONSTITUTION 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Art. 1. This Society shall be styled Tur Amentcan Tract 
Sociery. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society is to promote the interests 
of vital godliness and good morals, by the distribution of such 
Tracts, as shall be calculated to receive the approbation of se- 
rious Christians of all denominations. 

rt. 3. Any person who shall pay twenty dollars, or more, 
into the Treasury of the Society, at any one time, shall bea 
member for life; and any person, who shall engage to pay two 
dollars, or more, annually, shall be a member so long as his sub- 
scription shall be paid. 

Art. 4. Every member shall be entitled to receive three 
fourths of the amount of bis subscription, in Tracts, at cost. And 
any person, who shall engage to pay a less sum, anoually, than 
is sufficient to constitute him a member, shall be entitled to re- 
eeive Tracts in the same proportion, and at the same rate. 

Art. 5. There shall be an anoual meeting of the Society in 
Boston, on the Monday preceding the General Election, at 6 
o'clock, vp. u. when a President, a Vice President, a Correspond- 
ing Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, an Assistant 
‘Treasurer, an Auditor, and an Executive Committee, shall be 
appointed by ballot. 

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to 
superintend the publication and distribution of Tracts; to pro- 
cure a place of deposit in Boston; to appoint corresponding 
committees ; to appoint a general agent, who shall conduct the 
sales; and to make report of their doings at each annual meet- . 
ing. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to make an an- 
nual report to the Society. ; 

Art. 8. Any Religious or Charitable Society, or any associa- 
tion of persons for the reformation of morals or the suppression 
of vice, shall be entitled to receive Tracts at cost. 

Art. 9. No assessment shall bé Jaid upon the members in ad- 
dition to the annual subscription. ~ 

Art. 10. Every meeting of the Society shall be opened and 
closed with prayer. 

Art. 11. At any annual meeting, such amendments of the 
Constitution may be made, as shall be recommended by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and approved by two thirds of the members 
present. 
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APPENDIX. 


AGENTS OF DEPOSITORIES, 


from whom the American Tracts may be obtained at the usual rate of zen 
pages for a cent; and from most of whom they may be obtained in volumes 
of 300 pages each, in strong and neat full binding, gilt and lettered, at jifly 
cents a volume. 


Frace & Gouin, Agents of the General Depository, Andover, Mass. 
by whom all Deposilories and Benevolent Societies are supplied with Tracts 
at ten per cent discount; and to whom must be directed all orders from 
Agents of Depositories, and from Donors who wish to receive a part of the 
amount of their subscription in Tracts according to the 4th Article of the 
Constitution. 

SamvE. T. Anmsrrone, Agent of the Depository in Boston, Vo. 50, 
Cornhill, by whom Auziliary Societies which can be accommodated at 
Boston more conveniently than at the General Depository, are supplied at 


ten per cent discount. 


MASSACHUSETTS. Hallowell, Gow & Lincoln. 
Andover, Theo.Sem. Daniel Lancaster.) Kennebunk, Owen Burnham. 
Beverly, israel Trask. Lubec, Dennis Garland. 
Greenfield, A. Phelps. Norridgewock, Rey. Josiah Peet. 
Haverhill, Thomas R. Appleton. Portland, William Hyde. 

Lynn, Ezra Mudge. Waldoborough, Rev. D. M, Mitchell. 
Newburyport, Charles Whipple. NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
Northampton, Dea. E. S. Phelps. Concord, John Farmer. 

Pittsfield, Dea. Josiah Bissell. Dover, Asa A. Tufts. 

Plymouth, Ezra Collier. Exeter, Mary Haliburton. 

Salem, Col. Henry Whipple. Francestown, Uriah Smith. 


Spring field, Col. Sulomon Warriner.| Hanover, Benjamin Perkins. 
Williamstown, W. Coll. S.J. Tracy. | Haverhill, George Woodward. 
Keene, Abijah Kingsbury. 


MAINE. Newport, Rev. James R. Wheelock. 
Bangor, Charles Plummer. Plainfield, Levi Bryant. 
Bath, Henry Hyde. Plymouth, J.& G. W. Ward. 


Brunswick, James H. Mills. | Portsmouth, T. H. Miller. 


AGENTS OF DEPOSITORIES. 


VERMONT. 


DELAWARE. 


Brattleborough,Rev.Jonathan Magee.| Wilmington, Robert Porter. 


Danville, Augustine Clark. 
Dorset, Rev. William Jackson. 
Middlebury, Elisha Brewster & Co. 
Montpelier, Warren Swift. 
Rutland, James D. Butler. 

St. Albans, Horace Janes. 
Windsor, Nathan Coolidge. 


CONNECTICUT. 
Bridgeport, Lockwood & Sterling. 
Chelsea, Robinson & Dunham. 
Hartford, Huntington and Hopkins. 
New Haven, Nathan Whiting. 
Pomfret, Kev. James Porter. 
Tolland, Elisha Stearns. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Bristol, Jobn A. Pitman. 
Providence, Martin Robinson. 


NEW YORK. 
Albany, E. & E. Hosford. 
Angelica, Rev. Robert Hubbard. 
Brownville, Rey. Phineas Smith. 
Buffalo, Abner Bryant. 
Cambridge, Rey. Samuel Prime. 
Catskill, Henry Hyde. 
Champlain, Rey. Joseph Labarre. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Alexandria, James & A. Douglass, 
Georgetown, Robert Ober. 
Washington, Rev. James Lawrie. 


VIRGINIA. 
Norfolk, John M‘Phail. 
Petersburg, Joseph Thayer. 
Richmond, Nathan Pollard. 
Staunton, Joseph Cowan. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Chapel Hill, Elisha Mitchell. 
Edenton, Thomas Brownrigg. 
Fayetteville, James B. Cochran. 
Raleigh, William Shaw. 
Statesville, Rev. Daniel Gould. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Charleston, Joseph Tyler. 


GEORGIA. 
Mount Zion, Rey. N. S. S. Beeman. 
Savannah, Edward Coppee. 


OHIO. 
Chillicothe, Rey. Robert G. Wilson. 
Cincinnati, Thomas L. Paine. 


De Kalb, Gen. Thomas B. Benedict.| Marietta, Mrs. B. Putnam. 


Geneva, Perez Hastings. 
Hudson, Fitch Shepard. 
Johnstown, Rev. Elisha Yale. 
Lewiston, Rev. David M. Smith. 


Strongsville, Nathan Brittan. 


MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
Detroit, Jobn 1. Derning. 


Little Falls, Rev. Stephen W.Burritt.| Green Bay, Matthew Irvin. 


New York, D. H. Wickham. 
Ogdensburg, John Fine. 

Onondaga, James H. Mills. 
Plattsburgh, Rey. Samuel Whelpley. 
Rochester, Edward Peck. 


TENNESSEE. 
Knocville, Rev. David A. Sherman. 


KENTUCKY. 


Saratoga, Rey. Darius O. Griswold. | Bowling Green, Alexander Graham. 


Utica, Merrill & Hastings. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Harrisburg, Alexander Graydon. 
Philadelphia, Littell & Henry. 


MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, Rev. Salmon Giddings, 


LOWER CANADA, 
Montreal, William Hedge. 


ORIGINAL DONORS 


TO THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Andover, Mass. 

Mr. John Adams 
Mr. Timothy Ballard 
Amos Blanchard, Esq. 
Rev. Justin Edwards 
Samuel Farrar, Esq. 
Messrs. Flagg & Gould 
Mr. William Foster 
Ebenezer Porter, D. D. 
Theological Seminary 
Leonard Woods, D. D. 

Beverly. 
*William Burley, Esq. 
Rev. David Oliphant 
Robert Rantoul, Esq. 

Boston. 
Mr. Samuel T.. Armstrong 
Mr. Henry Homes 
Messrs. Homes & Homer 
*Rey. Joshua Huntington 
Abner Phelps, M. D. 
William Ropes, Esq. 
*William Thurston, Esq. 
Samuel H. Walley, Esq. 

Charlestown. 


Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. 


Danvers. 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. Fitch Pool 


Dorchester. 
Rey. John Codman, D. D. 
Henry Gray, Esq. 

Marblehead. 
Hon. Nathaniel Hooper 
Mrs. Polly Hooper 
William Hooper, Esq. 
Mr. Benjamin T. Reed 
Hon. William Reed 


Newburyport. 
William Bartlet, Esq. 
Moses Brown, Esq. 
Thomas M. Clark, Esq. 
Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D, 
Joho Pearson, Esq. 
Mr. Ebenezer Wheelwright 
Reading. 
Daniel Chute, Esq. 
Salem. 
Mr. Samuel Adams 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bartlet 
Ebenezer Beckford, Esq. 
Capt. Andrew Haraden 
*Mr. John Jenks 
Mr. Eliphalet Kimball 
Mr. James Kimball 
James King, Esq. 
Mr. Ebenezer Secomb 
Col. Henry Whipple 
Stockbridge. 
Thaddeus Pomeroy, M. D. 
Topsfield. 
Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland 
Portland, Maine. 
Rev. Edward Payson 
*Mr. Edward H. Cobb 
Pelham, N. H. 
Rev. John H. Church 
Rockingham, Vt. 
Hon. William Hall 
New Orleans. 
Alfred Hennen, Esq. 
Mr. William Harris 
Mr. Jonathan Howe 
Rev. Ebenezer Kellogg 


$275, 00 
40 
20 
20 
30 
20 


30 


20 
120 
20 
100 
120 
120 
20 
120 
40 
60 


20 
20 


84 
150 


20 
20 
20 
20 


20 
90 


_ $3,770 


LIFE MEMBERS, 


By the Contribution of Twenty Dollars and upwards. 


[In this list, the Clergymen were made Life Members by the Ladies of 
their respective parishes ; and the Laymen and Ladies, by themselves ; 


unless it is otherwise specified. ] 


MAINE. 
Augusta, Rev. Beojamin Tappan. 
Bath, Rev. John W. Ellingwood. 
Ellsworth, Rey. Peter Nourse, by 

Fem. Tract Society. 

Gardiner, Robert H. Gardiner, Esq. 

Hallowell, Rev. Elipbalet Gillet. 

Kennebunk Porl, Rev. Joseph P. 
Fessenden. 

Rev. George Payson. 

Portland, Mr. Thomas Brown. 

*Mr. Edward H. Cobb. 

Hon. Matthew Cobb. 

Rev. Edward Payson, D. D. by 

himseif, 

Rey. Asa Rand, by himeelf. 

- Rev. Petrus 8. Ten Broeck. 
Saco, Mrs. Sarah Cleaves. 

Rey. Jonathan Cogswell. 
Thomaston, Rev. John H. Ingraham. 
Turner, Rev. Allen Greeley. 
Wells, Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, by 

S. Greenleaf, Esq. Portland. 
Winthrop, Rev. David Thurston. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
Amherst, Rev. Nathan Lord. 
Antrim, Rev. John M. Whiton. 
Bath, Rev. David Sutherland. 
Bedford, Rev. David. M‘Gregor. 
Boscawen, Rev. Ebenezer Price. 

Rey. Samuel Wood, D. D. 
Canterbury, Rev. William Patrick, 

by his Society. 
Chester, E.Par. Rev. Joel R. Arnold. 
Chester,W.P. Rev. Clement Parker. 
Chichester, Rev. Josiah Carpenter. 
Concord, Rev. Asa M‘Farland, D,D. 
Cornish, Rev. Joseph Rowell. 
Croydon, Rev. Jacob Haven. 
Dunbarton, Rev. Walter Harris, by 

his Society. 


Exeter, Rev. William F. Rowland. 
Rev. ltsaac Hurd. 

Mr. Hosea Hildreth, by members 
of Phillips Academy. 

Fitzwilliam, Rev. John Sabin. 

Gilmanton, Rev. Luke A, Spofford. 

Goffstown, Rev.Benjamin H. Pitman. 

Hampstead, Rev. Jobn Kelly. 

Hanover,Rev. Roswell Shurtleff, Prof. 

Dart.Coll. by Fem. Tract Soc. 
Rev. Josiah Towne. 
Reuben D. Muzzey, M. D. Prof. 
Dart. Coll. 

Henniker, Rev. Moses Sawyer, by 
his Society. 

Hillsborough, Rev. John Lawton, by 
his Society. 

Hollis, Rey. Eli Smith. 

Hopkinton, Rev. Roger C. Hatch. 

Jaffrey, Rey. Laban Ainsworth. 

Keene, Rev. Zedekiah S. Barstow. 
Mr. Azel Wilder. 

Lime, Rev. Baxter Perry, by Gen- 
tlemen. 

Londenderry, Rey. Daniel Dana,D.D. 

by himself. 
Rev. Edward L. Parker. 
Peter Patterson, Esq. 

Loudon, Rev.Enoch Corser, by young 
Gentlemen in School Districts, 
Nos. 2 and 3. —12,40 from Miss. 
Field in No. 2. 

Lyndeborough, Rev. Nathaniel Mer- 
rill, by his Society. 

Nelson, Rev Gad Newell. 

New Ipswich, Rev. Richard Hall. 

Newport, Rey. James R. Wheelock, 
by Fem. Tract Society. 

Orford, Rev. Sylvester Dana. 

Felham, Mr. Daniel Atwood. 

Rev. John H. Church. 

Pembroke, Rev, Abraham Burnham. 
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Portsmouth, Rev. Israel W. Putnam, 
by six young Ladies. 

Rindge, *Rev. Seth Payson, D. D. 
Mrs. Lydia Brown. 

Salisbury, Rev. Thomas Worcester. 


VERMONT. 
Bennington, Rev. Absalom Peters. 
Bridport, Rev. Increase Graves. 
Chelsea, Rev. Calvin Noble. 
Dummerston, Miss Polly Noyes. 
Halifax, Rev. Thomas H. Wood. 
Ludlow, Rev. Peter Reed, by Fem. 

Cent Soc. 
Middlebury, Rey. Thomas A. Merrill. 
Montpelier, Rev. Chester Wright. 
Newfane, Rev. Chandler Bates. 
Norwich, Rev. Rufus W. Bailey. 
Putney, Rev. Elisha D. Andrews. 
Randolph, Rev. Tilton Eastman. 
Rockingham, Hon. William Hall. 
Shoreham, Rev. Daniel O. Morton. 
Thetford, Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
Vergennes, Rev. Alexander Lovell, 

by himself. 
Windsor, Rev.John Wheeler, by young 

people in Longmeadow, Mass. ~ 
Woodstock, Rev. Walter Chapin. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Abington, Rev. Daniel Thomas, 
Amesbury, W. Parish, Rev. Moses 

Welch. 

Amherst, Rev. Daniel A. Clark. 

*Rev. Zeph. Swift Moore, D. D. 
Pres. Am. Coll. by Sen. class 
in Will. Coll. 1820-1]. 

Rey. Nathan Perkins. 

Andover, Mr. John Adams, by mem- 

bers of Phillips Academy. 

Mr. Timothy Ballard. 

Amos Blanchard, Esq. 

Mr. Jonathan Clement, by mem- 
bers of Phillips Academy. 

Miss Betsey Cleaveland. 

Rey. Justin Edwards, by himself. 

Samue} Farrar, Esq. 

Capt. Timothy Flagg. 

Mr, John Foster. 

Mr. Simeon Foster. 

Mr. William Foster, 

Mr. Abrabam J. Gould. 

Rev. Bailey Loring. 

Rey. James Murdock, D. D. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Prof. Theol. Sem. by Sen. and 
Mid. Classes, 1822-3. 
*Rey. Levi Parsons, by bimself. 
Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. 
Prof. Theol. Sem. by himself. 
Rev. Moses Stuart, do. do. bya 
memb. of Jun. Class, 1822-3. 
Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. do. 
do. by himself. 
Ashby, Rev. John M, Putnam. 
Ashfield, Rev. Thomas Shepard. 
Athol, Rey. Joseph Eastabrook. 
Becket, Rev. Joseph L. Mills. 
Bedford, Rev. Samuel Stearns. 
Beverly, *Wiiliam Burley, Esq. 
Rey. David Oliphant, by himself. 
Hon. Robert Rantoul. 
Blandford, Rev. Dorus Clark, by his 
Society. 
Boston, Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong. 
Dea. Josiah Bumstead. 
Rey. S. E. Dwight, by himself. 
Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. : 
Francis C. Gray, Esq. 
John C. Gray, Esq. 
Dea. Moses Grant. 
Rev. Samuel Green, by Ladies 
in Reading, Mass. 
Henry Hill, Esq. 
Henry Martyn Hill, by his father. 
Mr. George J. Homer. 
Mr. Henry Homes. 
Mr. John Hopkins. 
Samue! Hubbard, Esq. 
*Rev. J. Huntington, by himself. 
Rev. William Jenks. 
Mr. Jonathan W. Langdon. 
Mr. Israel) Munson. 
Abner Phelps, M. D. 
Hon. William Phillips. 
Mr. Edward Phillips. 
Dea. Jonathan C. Proctor. 
John Randal!, M. D. 
Daniel D. Rogers, Esq. 
William Ropes Esq. 
*Mr. Josiah Salisbury. 
John Tappan, Esq. 
*William Thurston, Esq. 
Samuel H. Walley, Esq. 
Mr. Asa Ward. 
John C. Warren, M. D. 
Hon. Daniel Webster. 
Mr. Nathaniel Willis. | 
Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Boxford, Rev. Peter Eaton. 
Bradford, W. Par. Rev. Jonathan 

Allen, by his Society. 

Bradford, E. Par. Rev. Gardner B. 

Perry, by his Society. . 
Braintree, Rev. Jonas Perkins, by a 

member of his Society. 

Rey. Richard S. Storrs. 
Brimfield, Rev. Joseph Vaill. 
Brookfield, Miss Sally Crosby. 

Rev. Eliakim Phelps. 

Carlisle, Rev. Paul Litchfield. 
Charlestown, Rev. Warren Fay. 
Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. by 
himself. 
Chester, Rev. Rufus Pomeroy. 
Chesterfield, Rev. Isaiah Waters. 
Conway, Rev. John Emerson, 
‘ Rey. Edward Hitchcock, by 
young Misses. 
Cummington, Rev. James Briggs, 
by his Society. 
Dalton, Rey. Ebenezer Jennings. 
Danvers, Mr. James Brown. 

Mr. Fitch Pool. 

Dedham, Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, by 
himself. 

Rey. William Cogswell. 

Dr. Jesse Wheaton. 

Dorchester, Rev. John Codman, 

D. D. by himself. 

Henry Gray, Esq. 

Dracul, Rey. Joseph Merrill. 

Rey. Reuben Sears, by Ladies in 
Dracut and Chelmsford. 
Egremont, Rev. Gardner Hayden, 

by his Society. 

Enfield, Rey. Joshua Crosby, by his 

Church, 

Fitchburg, Rev. William Eaton. 

Framingham, Rey. David Kellogg. 

Gloucester, Rev. David Jewett, by 
his Society. 

Goshen, Rev. Joe] Wright. 

Grafton, Rev. John Miles, by Fem. 

Tract Society. 

Granville, Mid. Par. Rev. Joel Ba- 

ker. f 
Granville,E. Par. Rev. Timothy M. 

Cooley. 

Great Barrington, Rev. Sylvester 

Burt. 

Greenfield, Rev. Charles Jenkins. 
Greenwich, Rev. Joseph Blodget. 
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Groton, Rev. Daniel Chaplin, D. D. 

Hadley, Rey. John Woodbridge. 

Hanover, Rev. Seth Chapin. 

Haverhill, E. Par, Rey. lsaac Tomp- 
kins. , 

Hawley, Rev. Jonathan Grout. 

Hinsdale, Rev. William A. Hawley, 
by Gentlemen. 

Holden, Rev. Joseph Avery. 

Hubbardston, Rev. Samuel Gay. 

Ipswich, Rev. David 'T. Kimball. 
Nathaniel Lord, Esq. 

Lee, Rey. Alvan Hyde, D. D. 

Leicester, Rev. John Nelson. 

Lenox, Rev. Samuel Shepard D. D. 
by his Society. 

Marblehead, Rev. Samuel Dana. 
Hon. Nathaniel Hooper. 
William Hooper, Esq. 

Mrs, Polly Hooper. 
Hon. William Reed. 
Mr, Benjamin T. Reed. 

Marlborough, Revy.Sylvester F. Buckk- 
lin. 

Medway, Rey. Jacob Ide. 

Methuen, Rev. Jacob W. Eastman. 

JWiddleborough, Rev. Philip Colby, 

by Union Aux. Tract. Soc. 3d 
Parish. 
Middlefield, Dea. David Mack. 
Rey. Jonathan Nash, by Fem. 
Char. Soc. 
Milbury, Gen. Caleb Burbank, by 
his subscription. 
Rev. Joseph Goffe, by himself. 

Munson, Rev. Alfred Fly, by Gen- 
tlemen. 

Needham, Rey. Thomas Noyes. 

New Bedford,Rev. Sylvester Holmes. 

New Braintree, Rev. John Fiske. 

Newbury, Rev James Miltimore. 
Rev. Leonard Withington. 

fewburyport, Hon. William B,. Ban- 

nister. 

William Bartlet, Esq. 
Moses Brown, Esq. 
Thomas M. Clark, Esq. 
Rev. Luther F. Dimmick, 
Rev. John Giles. 
Rey. Charles W. Milton, 
Rey. James Morse. 
Mr. John Pettengill. 
Jobn Pearson, Esq. 
Rey. Samuel P. Williams. 
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Mr. Ebenezer Wheelwright. 

Mr. Charles Whipple. 

New Marlborough, Rev. Jacob Cat- 

lin, D. D. by his Society. 

Newton, Rev. Jonathan Homer. 

Northbridge, Rev. John Crane,D. D. 

by young Gentlemen. 

North Bridgewater, Rev.Daniel Hun- 
tington, by a member of his 
Church. 

North Brookfield, Rev. Thomas Snell. 

Norwich, Rev. Benjamin R. Wood- 

bridge, by his Society. 

Oakham, Rev. Daniel Tomlinson. 

Orleans, Rev. Daniel Jobnson. 

Otis, Rev. Jonathan Lee. 

Oxford, Rev. David Batchelder. 

Phillipston, Rev.Joseph Chickering, 

by himself. 

Pittsfield, Rev. Heman Humphrey. 

Plainfield, Rev. Moses Hallock. 

Mrs. Rev. M. Hallock, by her 

sons, W.A. and G.H. Hallock. 

Mr. William A. Hallock, by La- 

dies in Hallowell, Maine. 

Princeton, Rev. Alonzo Phillips. 

Randolph, Rev. David Brigham. 

Reading, Daniel Chute, Esq. 

Richmond, Rev. Edwin W. Dwight, 
by his Society. 

*Mrs. Eunice Rossetet. 

Rowley, Rev. lsaac Braman. 

Rev. Willard Holbrook. 
Royalston, Rev. Ebenezer Perkins. 
Rutland, Rev. Josiah Clark. 

Salem, Mr. Samuel Adams. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bartlet. 

Ebenezer Beckford, Esq. 

Rev. Henry Blatchford, by his 

subscription. 

Rey. Thomas Carlisle, by himself. 

Rev. Elias Cornelius, by himself. 

Rey. Brown Emerson, by himself. 

Capt. Andrew Haraden. 

*Mr. Joho Jenks. 

‘Mr. Eliphalet Kimball. 

Mr. James Kimball. 

James King, Esq. 

Capt. William Lander. 

Mr. John B. Lawrence. 

Mr. Elijah Porter. 

Joseph Torrey, M. D. 

Col. Henry Whipple. 

Rev. William Williams. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


*Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. 
by his subscription. 
Sandisfield, Rev. Levi White, 
Sandwich, Rev. David L. Hunan. 
Saugus, Rev. Joseph Emerson, by 

Ladies in Sem. at Byfield. . 
Sheffield, Rev. James. Bradford, by 

Gentlemen. 

Shrewsbury, *Rev. Samuel B. Inger- 
soll. 
Southampton, Rev. Vinson Gould. 
Southborough, Rev. Jeroboam Par-~ 
ker. 
Southbridge, Rev. Jason Park. 
South Reading, Rev. Reuben Em- 
erson, by his Society. 
Spencer, Rev. Stephen Crosby. 
Spring field, Hon. John Hooker. 
Rev. Samuei Osgood, by Gentle- 
men. 
Stockbridge, Hon. Henry W. Dwight, 
by his subscription, 

Rev. David D. Field, by his So- 

ciety. 

Thaddeus Pomeroy, M. D. 
Sunderland, Rev. James Taylor. 
Sulton, Rev. Edmund Mills. 
Taunton, W.Par. Rev. Alvan Cobb. 
Tolland, Rev. Roger Harrison, by 

his subscription. 

Topsfield, Hon. Nehemiah Cleave- 
land. 
Townsend, Rev. David Palmer. 

Mr. Samuel Stone, jun. 
Tyringham, Rev. J. Warren Dow, 

by his Society. 

Upton, Rev. Benjamin Wood, by 

Fem. Cent Soc. 

Ward, Rev. Enoch Pond, by his So- 
ciety. 

Ware, Rev. Sarauel Ware. 

Wenham, Rey. Ebenezer P. Sperry. 

Westborough, Rev. Elisha Rock- 
wood. 

Westfield, Rey. Isaac Knapp, by 
young Gentlemen. 


‘Westford, Rev. Caleb Blake. 


Westhampton, Rev. Enoch Hale. 
Westminster, Rev. Cyrus Mann. 
West Newbury, Rev. Elijah De- 
mond, by Ladies’ Benev. Soc. 
Weymouth, Rev. William Tyler. 
Whateley, Rev. Lemuel P. Bates. 
Williamsburgh, Rev. Henry Lord. - 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Williamstown, Chester Dewey, Prof. 
Wiil.Coll. by Jun.clase, 1820-1. 
Rev. Ralph W. Gridley. 
Rey.EdwardD.Grifin,D.D.Pres. 
Will. Coll. by members, 1823. 
Ebenezer Kellogg, Prof. do. by 
Sophomore class, 1820-1. 
Mr. William A. Porter, Tutor, 
do. by Freshman class, 1820-1. 
Winchendon, Rev. Eber L. Clark. 
Windsor, Rey. Gordon Dorrance. 
Worcester, Rev.Charles A. Goodrich. 
Rev. Aretius B. Hull. , 
Mrs. Stephen Salisbury, Esq. 
Isaiah Thomas, LL. D. 
Miss Elizabeth Waldo. 
Miss Rebeccah Waldo. 
Miss Sarah Waldo. 
Worthington, Rev. Jonathan L. 
Pomeroy, by himself. 
Wrentham, Rev. Elisha Fiske. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Canterbury, Rey. Thomas J. Mur- 
dock, by Ladies in Portland, Me. 

Colchester, Rev. Salmon Cone. 

Coventry, Rev. George A. Caihoun. 

East Haven, Rev. Stephen Dodd. 

Griswold, Rev. Horatio Waldo, by 
his Society. 

Hartford, Rey. Thomas H. Gallau- 
det, by himself. 

Rev. Joel Hawes. 
Rev. Samuel Whittlesey, by him- 
self, 

Harwinton, Rev. Joshua Williams. 

Lebanon, Rev. Zebulon Ely. 

New Haven, Mr. S. F. B. Morse. 

New Milford, Rev. Andrew Eliot. 

Northford, Mrs. Rev. Matthew 
Noyes, by Ladies’ Cent Soc, 

North Guilford, Rev. William F. 
Vaill, by two Ladies. 

Norwich, Mrs. Hannah Lathrop. 
Rey. Alfred Mitchell, by himself. 
Rey. Joseph Strong, D. D. 

Plainfield, Rev. Orin Fowler. 

Plymouth, Rev Luther Hart, by his 
Society. 

Pomfret, Rev. James Porter. 

Saybrook, Rev. Nehem. B.Beardsley. 


Norte. 
since Oct. 1, 1822. 
6 
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Vernon, Rev. William Ely, by La- 
dies’ Char. Soc. 

Weathersfield, *Rev. J. Marsh,D.D, 
Rev. Caleb J. Tenny. 

Woodstock, Rev. Samuel Backus. 
ey. Ehphalet Lyman. ; 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Newport, Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. 
by Fem, Reading Soc. 
Tiverton, Rev. Ebenezer Colman, 
by Ladies in Little Compton. 


NEW-YORK. 
Canaan, Rev. Azariah Clark, by bis 
Society. 
Cazenovia, *Gen. John Lincklaen. 
Clinton, Rev. Asahel S.Norton,D.D. 
New Hartford, Rev. Noah Coe. 
Rochester, Mr. Josiah Bissell. 
Spencertown, in Austerlitz, Rev. Al- 
van Somers, by bis Society, 
Ulica, Rev. Samuel C. Aikin. 
Westmoreland, Rev. James Fells. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Georgetown, Rev. Stephen W. Balch, 
D. D. by Fem. Bible Class. 
Washingion, Mr. Joha Coyle, Jun. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Charleston, Rev. Artemas Boies, by 
himself. 
Mr. John Brownlee. ; 
Mr. Robert B. Edwards. 
Mr. Thomas Flemming. 
Rev. Benjamin Palmer, D. D. 
Joho Robinson, Esq. 
Mrs. Sarah Russell. 
W. S. Smith, Esq. 
Columbia, Rev. J. Charlton Henry. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Natchez, *Mrs. Margaret Douglass. 


LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, Alfred Hennen, Esq. 


Mr. William Harris. 
Mr. Jonathan Howe. 
Rey. Ebenezer Kellogg. 


‘ 


Eighty-five of the above have been constituted Life Members 
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DONATIONS FROM AUXILIARIES.e 


MEMBERS BY ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


Sullivan, N. H. Mr. Samuel Oszood, for 1823 - + - = = = = 
Phillipston, Mass. Rev. Joseph Chickering, for 1822 - - = - = 
Stockbridge, Muss. Hon. Joseph Woodbridge, for 1623 - - = = = | 


——e 


DONATIONS FROM AUXILIARIES. 


[From May 1, 1822, to June 25, 1823.} 


MAINE. 
Fem. Aux. Tract Soc. Harps- 
well, by Mrs.J.S. Eaton, Sec. 
Aux. Tract Soc. of Waterford 
and Vicinity 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Aux. Tract Soc. Bradford, by 
Rev. R. Page, Agent 
Aux. Tract Soc. Chester, E.P. 
Aux. Tract Soc. Chester,W P. 
Aux. Tract Soc. Chichester 
Aux. Tract Soc. Columbia, Coos 
Co. by Rev. J. L. Hale 
Fem. Tract Soc. Cornish, by 
Mrs. Ripley, Treas. 
Fem. Aux. Tract So. Fishers- 
field, by Rev. R. Page Ag?t 
Aux. Tract Soc. Hampstead 
Aux. Tract Soc. Hancock 
Aux. Tract Soc. Hopkinion 
Aux. Tract Soc. Jaffrey 
Tract Soc. Keene, for distribu- 
tion in new se(tlements 
Aux, Tract Soc. Lebanon 
Aux. Tract Soc. Marlborough* 
Aux. Tract Soc, Richmond 
Aux. Tract Soc. Rorbury 
Aux. Tract Soc. Stoddard 
Aux, Tract Soc. Troy 


VERMONT. 
Aux. Tract. Soc. Barre 
Aux. Tract. Soc. Braintree 


3,83 


3,50 


2,25 
3,00 
2,33 
1,33 


2,00 
4,67 
2,08 
4,98 
6,58 
3,00 
2,82 


5,00 


13,00 


2,00 

2,00 

2,00 
Aux. Tract Soc, Peacham, by 

Rev. L. Worcester, Agent 7,33 
Aux. Tract Soc. Rutland, by 

Mr. B. Hooker 1,56 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Fem. Aux. Tract So. Amherst, 

W. Par. 2,67 
Aux. Tract Soc. South Boston 3,67 
Aux. Tract Soc. Canton 2,18 
Fem.Aux. Tr. Soc. Chelmsford 2,34 
Aux. Tract Soc. Fitchburgh 4,07 
Aux. Tract Soc. Graflon 3,75 
Aux. Tract Soc. Greenfield 3,00 
Aux. Tract Soc. Hinsdale 3,25 
Aux. Tract Soc. Holden 5,00 
Aux. Tract Soc. Leominster 2,12 
Aux. Tract Soc. Middlebo- 

rough, 3d Par, 6,17 
Aux. Tract Soc. New Braintree 4,33 
Aux. Tract Soc. WVorthbridge 2,58 
Aux. Tract Soc, Oaford 2,75 
Fem. Aux.Tract Soc. Pittsfield, 

by Mrs, Martha Gold 18,00 
Aux. Tract Soc. Rochester, by 

Mr. N. Cobb 3,33 


Fem. Aux. Tr. Soe. Spencer 5,00 


do. do. do. do. 5,09 
NEW YORK. 
Aux.Tract Soc.Onondaga Hol- 
low 6,41 
do. do. do. do. 4,25 


* $2,06 crecited, in the last Annual Report, to Keene Auxiliary Tract 
Society, was a donation from Marlborough Auxiliary Tract Society. 
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OTHER DONATIONS. 
“To print Tracts in Bombay, India. 
Messrs. Homes & Homer, Boston, Mass. - = - - 50,00 
To print Tracts in Western Asia. 
Mr. Moses Ordway, Loudon, N. H. - - : - - 1,00 
To print the Account of Mrs. Emerson. 
*Mrs. Margaret Douglass, Natchez, Th: by legacy, a aes ee: 
tion; by Rey. Daniel Smith. - ~ 160,00 
F:€, - - - - - - 30,00 
Mr. John Parker and mihare, Malden, Mi. - - - 21,00 
For the Purposes of the Society. 
MAINE. doll.to make Rev.Mr. Welch 
Kennebunk, Mr. Owen Burn- life member 7,30 


bam, profits on Ctr, Alm. 


1,00 | Andover,Mr. Jonathan Leayitt 1,00 


Rev. Otis Whiton > 50: 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. Ashby, Friend, by Rev. J. M. 
Brentwood,Rev.ChesterColton 1,00 Putnam 5,00 
Cheshire County, Storekeeper, Becket, Dea. Enos Kingsley 350 
avails of Christ. Almanack 3,00! Belchertown, Friend 4,00 
Chester, E. Par. Over 20 doll. Boston, Contribution in Old 
to make Rey. Mr. Arnold South Church at annual 
life member 1,00) Meeting, May 29, 1822 51,50 


Mr. Cyrus Tenney 
Cnester, W. Par.Over 20 doll. 
to make Rev. Mr. Parker 


life member 544 
Francestown, Mr. Peter Clark 5,00 
Messrs. Nathan & Richard 

Fisher 1,00 
Friend 320 
Goffstown, Over 20 doll.to make 

Rev. Mr. Pitman lifemem. 1,00 
Miss Anne Melvin 550 
Henniker, Mr. Josiah Hill 315 
Hollis, Mr. Ralph Jewett 5,00 
Keene, Rev. Zedekiah S. Bar- 

stow 1,00 
Concert of Prayer, Jan. 6,1823 5,00 
Mrs. Sally Osgood 2,00 
Elijah Parker, Esq. 3,00 


Lyndeborough,Mr.Joseph.Jones 1,00 
Marlborough, Mrs. Rev.Hollo- 


way Fish 10,00 
New Ipswich,Mr.Joseph Davis 3,00 
VERMONT. 
St. Johnsbury, A Lady 1,85 
Windsor, —— Bowen 1,00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Amesbury, W. Par. Over 20 


‘ 


375| Contribution in Old South Ch. 


atann. meeting, May 28, 1823 34,50 
Bradford, E. P. Rev. Gard- 


ner B, Perr 4,00 
Charlestown, Male Rel. Char. 

Society 5,00 
Fem. Rel. Char. Soc. 5,50 
Chesler,Over 20to makeRev. . 

Mr. Pomeroy life member 7,28 
Cummington, Miss Clarissa 

Briggs 1,00 
Rev. James Briggs 1,56 
Dalton, Over $20 to make Rev. 

Mr. Jennings life member — 4,50 
Egremont,Over 20doll.to make 

“Rev. Mr. Hayden life mem. 50 
Goshen, Over 20 doll.to make 

Rey. Mr. Wright life mem. 4,62 
Haverhill, E.Par.Over 20 doll. 

to make Rey. Mr. Tomp- 

kins Jife member 4,50 
Lee, Messrs. U. Linnell and L. 

Robinson, Miss. Field 1,00 
Marshfield, Friend, by Mr. 

Daniel Noyes 1,00 
Now Marlborough,Over 20doll. 

to make Dr.Catlinlifemem., 19 
Northampton, Tappan and Whit- 

ney 21,00 
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Peru, Mrs. Reve Roswell CONNECTICUT. 

Hawks * 1,00 | Colchester, Individuals, by Mr. 
Pittsfield, A. B. 5,00| Reid 5,00 
Plainfield, Over 20 doll,to make Plainfield, Fem. Miss. Soc. by 

Rey, Mr. Hallock lifemem. 2,40 Esther Eaton, Sec. 6,00 
Richmond, Over 20 doll.to inake Windham County, Char. Soc. 3,50 

Rev. Mr. Dwight life mem. ,42 
Mrs. Rev. EK. W,. Dwight 5,00 NEW YORK. 
*Mrs. Eunice. Rosseter, relict Chatham, Towards constitut- 

of Gen. David R. by legacy 50,00} iog Rev. Joel T. Benedict 
Salem, Mr. Samuel Wait 10,00 life member 15,00 
Sandisfield, Over 20 doll. to Sandy Hill, R. H. Rogers, 

make Rev. Mr. White life profits of advance pay for 

member 11,06 Boston Recorder 350 
Sheffield, Mr. James Bartholo- 

mew 350 SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Stockbridge, Cyrus Williams Salem, Fem. Rel. Society, by 

Esq: 2,00 Rev. Dr, Porter 10,00 
Ward, Dea. Jonathan Rice 3,30 
Joseph Stone, Esq. 2,00 LOUISIANA. 

Woburn, Friend, by Rev. Jo- New Orleans, A Gentleman,on 

seph Chickering, (contribut- the successful termination of 

ed May, 1821) 20,00 a law suit,by Alfred Hennen 
Worcester, John W. Hubbard, Esq. 50,00 

Esq. 5,00 —_—- 

Mrs.Stephen Salisbury,Esq. 10,00 | Children 05 

The Misses Waldo 50,00 | Friend 350 
Worthington, Mrs. Rev. J.L. Friend 50 

Pomeroy * 2.00 | Friend 1,62 

Hon. Ezra Starkweather 5,00 | Friend 5,00 

Female Friend 10,00 


The correction of any error in the above lists, or the information requi- 
sile for filling up any blank in the lists of Original Donors and Life Mem- 
bers, will be gratefully acknowledged. 


DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘ Bostroy Auximiary Tract Sociery. 


Tris Society was instituted in 1816, and the sum of its re- 
ceipts, since that time,is $8£0,—Its officers are Mn, Henry Homes, 
President; Mr. James Crap, Secretary; Mr, Wittiam Sewart, 
Treasurer; together with a Board of Managers. ‘The business 
of the Society is mainly conducted by the President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer; for the Society has found, that its concerns are 
managed with less expense of time, and with greater efficiency, 
by a few, than by many. ; : 
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Female Tract Society of Boston and Vicinity. 

The annual receipts of this Society have been, on an average, 
since its formation in 1816, about $100. Its funds bave been em- 
ployed in the distribution of Tracts to the destitute, where the 
call for them bas seemed most urgent. The energy and zeal of 
the Society is in no degree abated; and its members are anima- 
ted to increasing exertions, by the assurance, ‘that their labours 
have not been in vain in the Lord.” 

* The first object of both these Societies,” says a valuable mem- 
ber of the Auxiliary, “is the supply of Boston. The 'Tracts are 
therefore distributed among the poor, among Seamen, and Sol- 
diers, in the Almshouse, Jails, Sabbath Schools, &c. Both Soci- 
eties have very pressing demands made upon them for Tracts, 
for distribution in distant places. Sea Captains, or some pious 
men among their crews, would often rejoice to distribute a quan- 
tity of Tracts, in ports to which they are bound. Almost num- 
berless opportunities present, in this city, for sending Tracts, 
with the greatest facility, to places, where they are especially 
needed ; and it is confidently hoped, that the resources of these 
Societies will be greatly enlarged, so that they may be able to 
occupy the field, which spreads itself so invitingly before them. 
The Societies have just held ao extra meeting, at which an ex- 
cellent and interesting discourse was delivered; and the collec- 
tion taken up amounted to more than $90.” 


From the Eighth Report of the Tract Society of Keene, N. H. 


By the smiles of Providence upon this Society, your Commit- 
tee are enabled to acknowledge the increasing interest, that is 
excited in its favour. The receipts of the past year are $41,02, 
making the amount received by the Treasurer, since the Con- 
stitution was adopted, $217,71. Of the Tracts procured the 
past year, nearly one half have been delivered to members of 
the Society; and the remainder have been distributed in schools 
in this vicinity ; and sent by Missionaries, Ministers, Students, 
and Travellers, to various parts of this State, Vermont, New 
York, and Maine. One set bound has been presented to the 
“ Sabbath Library” in this place, and a set has also been fur* 
nished to the ** Youth’s Library” in -, on the condition of cur 
sharing equally with them, in the expense. 

Your Committee have learned with pleasure from various 
places, that the Tracts have been received with gratitude; that 
they have excited a deep interest in the concerns of eternity ; 
and have, in one instance at least, been the means of awaking 
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such a desire to read Tracts, that the people have been supply- 
ing themselves, by forming an Auxiliary Society. Brethren, we 
have every encouragement to increase our efforts, to extend our 
operations, and never to be “ weary in well doing.” 


From an Officer of the Female Auxiliary Tract Society of Pittsfield, 
Mass. to the Corresponding Secretary. 


In answer to the inquiry of your Agent, “ Will not the Tract 
Society in Pittsfield afford some aid to the Parent Institution 2?” I 
have the pleasure to state, that, at our late annual meeting, 
your circular was read, our old constitution abandoned, and the 
one recommended in your circular adopted. And we now con- 
sider ourselves as Auxiliary to the American Tract Society. 
The enclosed $18, is a donation to the Parent Institution. 


Baptist Evangelical Tract Society, Boston, Mass. 


This Society was formed in 1811. It has printed and circu- 
lated many thousands of Tracts, and its operations have been 
much increased, during the past year. Messrs. Lincoln and Ed- 
mands are its General Agents. No Report. of the Society has 
come to hand. 


From the Seventh Report of the Providence R. I. Female Tract and 
School Society. 


Officers—Mrs. Mary Vinron, President; Mrs. Harrier F. 
Cuase, T'reasurer ; Miss Saran Gano, Secretury. 

This year has brought us the intelligence that four young 
persons, male and female, from the age of 17 to 25, who atiend- 
ed one of the Society’s earliest schools, have become hopefully 
pious ; and have written to the lady who taught the school, to 
thank her for her instructions and example, while among them. 

The same Lady relates, that a young woman in the house 
where she was staying for a few days the last season, was con- 
tinually engaged in reading the Tracts she distributed. She at 
length came to the Cottager’s Wife, and had but just finished it, 
when she left the room in tears, The next day she was in much 
distress, and said to the teacher, “I have not rested a moment, 
since { read that book yesterday. For more than a year, the 
things of the world have been losing their attractions, and—I 
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have been ready to resolve, that I would seek solid enjoyment 
in religion. But I had almost given over, when I read this book. 
I] had been trying to quiet my conscience, and deceive myself 
with the vanities of time. Now, I shall never rest again, unless 
it be where the Cottager’s Wife found rest.” She requested the 
teacher to pray with her, which she did. She was soon after 
enabled to rest on the Saviour of sinners for redemption and gal- 
vation. 


From the Eleventh Annual Report of the New York Religious Tract 
Society. 

It should be remembered, that the patronage we require, is 
not merely that of pecuniary aid; we need assistance also to 
promote the distribution and reading of our publications. A most 
important part of the object, which every friend of the insti- 
tution must wish to attain, is to prevail upon the ignorant, the 
careless, and the profane, to receive, and to lay to heart, the 
truths we are endeavouring to inculcate. It may not, perhaps, 
be equally in the power of all to distribute Tracts; but those 
who cannot do it, may put Tracts into the hands of others. The 
parishioner may give his Tracts to his minister, who will find 
abundant use for them in his pastoral visits; and he who re- 
mains at home himself, may yet do much abroad, by providing a 
traveller with these means of instruction. 

It is an interesting circumstance in the formation of an Auxili- 
ary Tract Society at Patterson, New Jersey, that it has been, in 
some measure, brought about by the removal to that place of 
one of the members of the Oliver Street Juvenile Auxiliary As- 
sociation. This fact affords a powerfal argument in favour of 
youthful associations for the promotion of religious objects. 

The influence of a Society of persons of advanced age, may 
be comparatively limited; it may be felt only in the neighbour- 
hood of the spot where the ivstitution is located; but the influ- 
ence of a Society of young persons is incalculable—associated in 
early life for religious purposes, they afterwards carry with 
them, in the pursuit of their various enterprizes, into every place 
where Providence may see fit to place them, the habits, oncé 
formed, of pious and benevolent thinking and acting ; and in town 
or country, however distant from each other, they become not 
only the immediate instruments of good themselves, but the 
means of raising up other instruments, and of organizing other 
associations, all cooperating in carrying into effect the same ex- 
tensive plan of unbounded munificence. 


- 


4 
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The whole number of Tracts printed by the Society since its 
formation, is 1,307,244. The number printed the past year, 
171,650. ‘The number of the series of English Tracts is 174, of 
French 15, of Spanish 9. ‘The total receipts of the year, in- 
cluding the balance on hand in April last, are $2,219,84, 


From the First Annual Report of the Female Branch of the N. Y. 
teligtous ‘I'ract Society, 

Several of the subscribers to this Association being engaged in 
visiting the poor, on the plan pointed out in the excellent local 
system of the Rey. Dr, Chalmers, have found these visits to af- 
ford an excellent opportunity for the distribution of ‘Tracts. In 
almost every instance, these little publications have been re- 
ceived with grateful acknowledgments, and where the ladies, on 
their first visit, have met with coldness, it has generally been 
found, that after a Religious Tract had been given, they were 
received, on the next occasion, with a greater degree of urban- 
ity, and even of cordiality. subs 

In addition to this mode of distribution, many of the Managers 
have given Tracts from their own dwellings, to such of the poor 
as came to solicit alms, A Committee has also been appointed 
to engage persons as hawkers, or pedlers, to dispose of our 
‘Tracts about the city and its vicinity. 

The ladies of London, of Liverpool, and of other cities in 
Great Britain, have set us a noble example of activity and Chris- 
tian enterprise in the work in which we are engaged. A lady 
has been, for some time past, the sole distributer of Religious 
Tracts in the Island of Madeira ; and the annals of Tract Socie- 
ties afford numberless instances of sinners awakened and convert- 
ed by means of Tracts, circulated through the instrumentality of 
females. 

The Swearer’s Prayer, and the Dairyman’s Daughter, have 
proved themselves as powerful weapons in the hands of a pious 
female, as they could have been in the hands of the ablest cham- 
pion of Christianity. Here none can plead inability. Any one 
can present a Religious Tract to a friend, an acquaintance, or 
even to a stranger; and there is none of us, however poorly 
gifted, that may not, in this way, become the honoured instru- 
ment of turning a sinner from the error of his ways, and of thus 
saving a soul from endless ruin. 

The amount of subscriptions and donations for the year, is 
$606,37, of which $550, have been paid into the Treasury of 
the New York Religious Tract Society. The number of Tracts 
distributed is 17,496. 
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Religious Tract Society of Baltimore. 


This Society printed the last year 42,000 Tracts, and distrib- 
uted gratuitously 26,090. It received in donations $346,60. Its 
series now contains 35 Numbers. 


Religious Pract Society of Richmond, Virginia. 


This Society circulated the last year 93,500 pages of Tracts; 
and has distributed, since its formation, 221,469. The demand 
for Tracts in the vicinity is increasing. 


Religious Tract Society of Charleston, South Carolina. 


During the year ending June, 1822, this Society distributed 
18,538 Tracts, and the balance due to the Society, as by the 
Treasurer’s Report, was, at the close of the year, $238,10. 


Tract Society of Augusta, Georgia. 


The receipts into the Treasury the last year, including the 
balance of the year preceding, were $173,48. The Society 
purchased the last year, of the American Tract Society, 107,200. 
pages of Tracts; and distributed 1,440 copies of the Christian 
Almanack, published at Charleston, South Carolina, 


From a Young Clergyman in the State of New York. 


On the evening of the day of publick Thanksgiving in this 
state, two gentlemen, feeling their vbligations of gratitude to their 
Redeemer, resolved on employing an Agent to travel through 
our County, selling and distributing the American Society’s 
Tracts. A pious young man was immediately employed; and 
our hopes have been more than realized in the success which 

_has attended him. In consequence of this measure, a County 
Tract Society has been formed; our Depository is nearly empti- 
ed; remittances will be speedily made to the Society ; and we 
shall wish for $50 worth of new fresh Tracts. 


From a Gentleman in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 
Since reading the statement in some of the late numbers of 
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the Boston Recorder, I have been endeavouring to form an Aux- 
iiiary Tract Society in this town. There is no settled minister in 
the County, and we seldom have opportunity to hear preaching. 
Those {ittle preachers, which the American Tract Society is 
sending forth, might, by the blessing of Heaven, do great.good 
among us. But the nearest Depository is two hundred miles from 
this place, so that we have no opportunity to purchase them. I 
would cheerfully take charge of a Depository, if one could be 
established here ; and make remittances to you, free from ex- 
pense, as often as you shail direct. 


From a Young Clergyman. 


While travelling in Tennessee. J staid for a night at the house 
of. , Where I met with Miss C of W + an in- 
telligent young Lady, who appeared deeply to lament the igno- 
rance, and want of Christian enterprize, which prevailed around 
her, ‘J wish,” said she, ‘ that some of your Eastern ladies would 
come among us,.and tell us how to form Tract Societies and other 
associations for doing good.” Iremarked that the process was 
very simple, and at her request, immediately drew up a short 
Constitution of a Tract Society, which she, promised to bring 
forward among the ladies in W I soon afterwards learn- 
ed with pleasure, that 20 dollars had been sent from W. to 
the Depository, for the purchase of Tracts. As 1 supposed that 
this had been brought about through the influence of Miss C ; 
J afterwards sent her a copy of the Prospectus of the Family 
Visitor, a Religious Newspaper published in Richmond, Va. in 
consequence of which she very soon returned to the Editor a 
long list of subscribers, who are now probably enjoying the pre- 
cious privilege of reading weekly religious intelligence, from all 
parts of the Christian world. How much good might be done 
in the distribution of Religious Newspapers and Tracts, would 
all intelligent Females, like Miss C » only consent to try. 


From a Clergyman residing near Lake Ontario, 


No field opening before you, can be more interesting, than 
many parts of Upper Canada, Several Depositories of Tracts 
might be established in that country, with the fairest prospect of 
usefulness. | am assured by a gentleman in one of the largest 
towns in the Province, that the Christian Almanack is in great 
demand, and that if he were furnished with it inseason, he could 
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sell almost any number. I hope some measures will be taken 
supply the wants of this most interesting and destitute peo- 
ple. 


Extract of a Letter from a Missionary in Illinois. 


The account of the Ministers of the Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational denominations in this state, can be given in few words; 
the history is short and affecting. Settled ministers and pastors 
of churches, there are none. No, in all the state of Illinois, 
there is not a settled minister, having a pastoral charge, of any 
denomination. And as to Missionaries, save the occasional visits 
of Brother S. from his field in Missouri, I alone am left to tell you. 
The population, which in 1820 was 55,000, is rapidly increasing ; 
the state is now forming a character; and it rests, in a great 
measure, with our brethren, who have it in their power to send 
Bibles and Ministers and Tracts, to say what this character shall 
be. 


——. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. L. Whitney, one of the Missionaries 
employed by the Connecticut Missionary Society, dated at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, March 2, 1823. 


One who haz not visited the Western and Southern divisions 
of our country, has no just conception how much good may be 
effected, in our destitute settlements, by Tracts. They reach 
individuals who otherwise weuld receive no religious instruc- 
tion. ‘They become subjects of conversation and reflection ; and, 
by thus preparing the way, contribate much to the success of 
Missionary labours, 

In most of the destitute settlements, are found some pious and 
intelligent men, who would take a pleasure in perusing and cir- 
culating them. You will permit me to mention one instance of 
individual exertion ; and the salutary effects produced by it. 

When in Alabama, last spring, | became acquainted with a 
pious and intelligent planter, who came originally from Virginia, 
and settled in the County of Morgan. His feelings were highly 
excited in view of the immorality of the country. Many of the 
inhabitants, and especially those that lived in the ranges, and 
near the mountain, were idle and dissolute. They paid no re- 
spect to religion, and regarded the Sabbath merely as a holiday. 
He revolved in his mind various methods of effecting their moral 
improvement; and at length fixed on the distribution of Tracts. 


a4 DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


He sent immediately to Knoxville, Tennessee, (for none could be 
obtained nearer,) and procured a.considerable number ; and dis- 
tributed them not only among his neighbours, but in the remote 
parts of the County. ‘ 

The consequences were happy beyond what he anticipated. 
A change in the conduct of many was soon visible. They were 
led to respect religion and its institutions. And instead of spend- 
ing the Sabbath in idleness, or amusement, or vice; they might 
frequently be seen in little groups, on that sacred day, reading 
the Tracts, or listening to some one of their circle, as he read 
to the others, seated around him in tearful silence. 

Repeated applications have been made to this gentleman for 
new supplies. He assured me, that many of his neighbours were 
now ready to cooperate with him; and requested me to delay a 
litle, and organize a Tract Society. My previous engagements 
rendering this impracticable, I merely furnished him with a Con- 
stitution of a Society, and pledged myself to forward him some 
Tracts. 

In all the states west of the Alleghany mountains, excepting 
Ohio, I know of only five Depositories. Could you establish 
Depositories throughout the country, the itinerating preachers, 
who can carry but few Tracts ata time, might easily supply 
themselves for distribution. Many of the Methodist and Baptist 
preachers would find it in perfect accordance with their feelings, 
and the objects they have in view, to put in circulation any 
number, judiciously selected. 

Among the places where a Depository of Tracts is especially 
needed, | would mention Lexington, Louisville, and Hopkinsville, 
in Kentucky ; Madison and Indianapolis, in Indiana; Golconda 
and Edwardsville, in Ilhnois; Clarkesville, Nashville, and Co- 
lumbia, in ‘Tennessee ; Natchez, in Mississippi; and Huntsville 
and Florence, in Alabama. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. David Brown, a Cherokee, converted 
to the Christian Religion by the instrumentality of the Mission 
School at Brainerd, dated, Andover, Mass. 5th June, 1823. 


Living facts testify, that Religious -T'racts are of immense util- 
ity. They, as well as the Bible, are the harbingers of light and 
life. Many have already felt their happy influence; and will 
have lasting occasion to praise God for the perusal of them. 
-They have silently crept into courts and palaces; and within 
their royal walls, many princes have, by their pathetic eloquence, 
been made to “ tremble.” Even to huts and wigwams they have 
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gone, to expostulate with the sons and daughters of poverty and 
affliction. by them, the desponding saint has been comforted, 
and the impious have been warned to “ flee from the wrath to 
come.” 

In the Western parts of the United States, a great proportion 
of the inhabitants are awfully corrupt io their morals. Wheth- 
er white, red, or black, they seem to be subject to the same 
moral disease, that is, “There isno fear of God before their 
eyes.” Oh, the state of the dying thousands in Arkansas, Mis- 
sissippi, and Missouri. Vast numbers of them have never yet 
heard of a Saviour’s love; and without avy of the consolations 
of the Gospel, they are pressing into the region of gloom and 
death. Haste then, Dear Sir, let these winged messengers of 
Feaven fly westward. You can hardly imagine the happy re- 
sults that would follow from their extensive circulation, The 
more you send, the better. 


From Mr. John C. Brigham, employed in the Western States in w- 
creasing the funds.of the American Board for Foreign Missions. 


The field opening before you at the West is boundless. On 
the bosom of the Ohio River, ard all along its banks, from Pitts- 
burg to its junction with the Mississippi, and thence to New Or- 
leans, a distance of 2,000 miles, are vast multitudes very desti- 
tute of the means of grace. Had 1 thousands ef dollars, I know 
of no way in which | could employ it with a greater prospect of 
usefulness, than in establishing Depositories of Tracts in Pitts- 
burg, Steubenville, Wheeling, Marietta, Maysville, Augusta, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, and other towns on'‘these rivers, from 
which Tracts might be distributed into the numerous boats con- 
tinually passing, and often crowded with travellers and families 
moving, who would not only read the Tracts, but carry them to 
multitudes of others, In these towns, there are ministers and 
private christians of first character, who would cheerfully dis- 
tribute Tracts if put into their hands, ‘There are also many 
large growing towns in the interiour of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, ani] Alabama, where Tracts might be deposited; and then 
scattered among the numerous families, which are growing up 
without religious instruction. 

1 am happy to learn the success of the American Tract Soci- 
ety. -I hope it will continue to receive the smiles of Heaven, 
and that your zeal for its welfare will not diminish. Had you 
rode, as I have, over this vast growing country west of the 
Mountains ; and seen the pressing want of religious instruction; 
you would be incited to still greater efforts to increase its friends, 
and extend its more than golden treasures. 


‘ 
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Lonpon Rexicious Tracer Sociery. 


T's is eminently the Parent Institution. It was formed in 
1799; and has probably accomplished more than all other Tract 
Societies. It waits for no precedent, but leads the way, impart- 
ing the benefit of its example, the use of its valuable publica- 
tions, and in numerous instances, the most liberal pecuniary aid. 
From small beginnings, it has marched onward witha gigantic 
step, till it has become one of the noblest institutions, that now 
blesses the world. For several years past, it has issued annual- 
ly five millions of Tracts, and it has published in all, more than 
Jifty millions, Its annual receipts amount to 40,000 dollars, of 
which about 10,000 dollars. are donations, and the remainder, the 
proceeds of the sale of Tracts. In addition to its original series, 
it has published a distinct series for Sabbath Schools; another 
series designed to be sold by Hawkers, or pedlers; and a fourth 
on Broad Sheets, to be affixed to the walls of Cottages, &c. 

‘The issuing of a series for Hawkers has proved a very impor- 
tant measure. ‘The Society observing, that multitudes were 
employed in circulating the writings of infidels, and publications 
of most injurious moral tendency, resolved on furnishing them 
with an interesting series of Tracts, at so cheapa rate, that they 
could make more money by selling Tracts. The resolution was 
pet into effect; and with such spirit, that, in nine weeks, ending 
in November 1819, the Society issued 600,000 Tracts calculat- 
ed to counteract the principles of infidelity. 

This Society maintains the most friendly correspondence with 
the American Tract Society; and has from time to time essen- 
tially promoted its usefulness by kindly forwarding its Reports 
and its Publications. 


From the Twenty Second Annual Report of the London Religious 
Tract Society. s 

From almost every part of the world the most urgent and 

pressing calls for help have been addressed to your Committee. 

But important above all are the appeals from the East. The 

greatest part of those populous regions is involved in a state of 
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moral and spiritual darkness, unspeakably distressing to contem- 
plate. And yet, even from thence assistance is loudly called for 
by those devoted Missionaries of different denominations, who 
have nobly left their native land,‘ to preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ.” In some instances, the heath- 
ens themselves have displayed an anxiety to be instructed in the 
principles of Christianity ; have preferred the Bible to their Shas- 
ters; and, with the greatest avidity, have received religious 
Tracts, to the neglect of the books of their ancient faith. ‘ If,” 
says one of your correspondents, ** you had witnessed the press- 
ing solicitations of crowds of people for the Tracts ;—if you had 
heard their confessions, that they had never before thought of 
God, and the salvation of their souls, but that now, excited by 
the Tracts, they would do so; and that their idols and worship 
had been useless ;—if you had heard one say, ‘Sir, give mea 
little book, that my son may read to me about Divine things ;’ 
if yoa had witnessed the tears which flowed from the eyes of a 
person deeply affected by what he had read, you would, with 
us, have blessed the hour in which this Society was formed, and 
praised God, who put it into our hearts to establish it.” 

Souls are perishing for lack of knowledge, and our opportuni- 
ty and time for directing them to the only Saviour of lost sinoers 
are short and uncertain. Even while we yet speak, another, 
and another immortal spirit has passed out of time into eternity, 
and its everlasting destiny is irrevocably fixed. Let, then, the 
tenderest concern be awakened in every Christian bosom for the 
myriads of our perishing fellow sinners. Let us never relax in 
our exertions to bring before them the great, the infinitely im- 
portant truths of the “Gospel of Christ. And if, by our endea+ 
vours, but one careless sinner be awakened to “ serious thoughts 
oa eternity,” be convinced of the * sin and danger of neglecting 
the Saviour,” and be led to rely on “ the Christian atonement,” 
who is there that will not consider himself most amply repaid ? 
Nor should we forget our absqlute dependance for the success 
of our endeavours on the influence of that Holy Spirit of truth 
and grace, for the out-pouring of whose blessing your Commit- 
tee would affectionately call on all Christiavs to unite in earnest 
supplication. In carrying on his work on the earth, God conde- 
scends to employ men as instruments, but still he is himself the 
great Agent. ‘* Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.”” The publications of your Society may 
all accord with the revealed will of Heaven, they may be dis- 
tributed with the most persevering industry; but no impression 
will be produced by them, and no good will result from them, 
until the Spirit be poured out from on high, 
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From a Minister in the West of England. 


It is the custom in that part of the country where Providence 
has cast my lot, to give a trifle to the poor at Christmas. For 
the last twelve years, it has been my custom to give to all who 
called,a Penny and a Tract. As nearly as | can calculate, I 
have distributed from 4,000 to 5,000. Many instances of their 
utility might be named, but | will content myself, for the pres- 
ent, with the following :—Last year, a decent dressed woman 
called upon me, and said, “The Lord bless you and the little 
book, for there was no living with my husband till lately; be 
was sitting, one night, with my little girl, who had in her hand 
the Tract On Drunkenness, and, looking at him, she said, ‘Father, 
drunkards will never go to Heaven.?”” ‘The father, to hide his 
feelings, sought retirement; the Spirit of God sent home with 
power to his heart the remark of this little child, He has ever 
since lived soberly and righteously. 

A young man, the son of an opulent tradesman in the neigh- 
bourhood where | reside, who seldom cpened his mouth but to 
show the abomination of his heart, had The Swearer’s Prayer put 
into his hand; this was blessed to his soul; he left off this revolt- 
ing custom, and sent for a considerable number of the same 
Tract, to distribute to his former companions. He lived but a 
- few months afterwards, but left a dying testimony of a saving 
change ; and, with pale and quivering lips, almost in his expir- 
ing moments, said, “*Bless God for the Tract Society !—Oh, 
what a mercy !--What a mercy !--Blessed man who wrote that 
little Tract !” 


Extract from the Third Report of the Hoxton Chapel Sunday School 
Auxiliary Tract Society. 

One of your members, in following the duties of his occupa- 
tion, was under the necessity of occasionally associating with a 
young man much addicted to the awful sin of swearing: his oaths 
at length became so repeated and dreadful as to strike horror 
into the minds of those who were obliged to be in his company. 
A plan was thought of, which, we are happy to say, had, in some 
measure, the desired effect :-—a Tract was folded up and placed 
upon his work ; he put it in his hat, and carried it home; nor 
did the reading of it prove in vain, for he shortly after solicited, 
as a favour, that he might be furnished with another little book 
_ like that he had received; “ for,” said he, “‘ after 1 had read it 
myself, I lent it to another young man, who was addicted to the 
same sin, and he had Jent it to another, till it had become quite 
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worn out; and I hope,” continued he, “ that, from reading it, 
I shall never be suffered to swear again.” Several other Tracts 
were given him; and it is hoped that, by the blessing of God, 
they may be made effectual in bringing him to an acquaintance 
with that Being, whom to know aright is life eternal. His con- 
duct appears much altered, and, since that period, he has not 
been heard to utter a single oath. 


From the Second Report of the Hull Ausiliary Tract Society. 


The Committee are able to publish two very striking facts 
which have occurred witbin the last year. 

The first relates to the happy correction, in one instance, at 
least, of a practice prevalent in almost all large towns, and pro- 
ducing the worst effects: they mean that of small shops obsery- 
ing no difference between the Sabbath and other days in expos+ 
ing their articles for sale. One shop of this description, in Hull, 
had often given pain to a lady, as she passed it on her way to 
worship Him who hath said, ‘* Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy: in it thou shalt do no manner of werk ;” and she 
took an opportunity, on one of those mortifying occasions, to 
throw into it a Tract, on the evil and danger of Sabbath-break- 
ing. To her agreeable surprise, the shop was shortly after 
elosed upon the Sabbath ; this encouraged her to call upon the 
shopkeeper, and inquire the reason why he did not keep his 
window open on that day as formerly. ‘The answer was such 
as she had anticipated :-—“ Some person, with the best intention, 
he had no doubt, had thrown into his shop a little book, which 
had convinced him of an evil he had too long practised, but which, 
he trusted, he should never practise again.’ That little pam- 
phlet had shown him the duty of a proper and pious observance 
of the Lord’s Day. 

The other instance is the following :—“ As two Ladies were 
walking in a village, a few miles from Hull, they were shocked 
with the profane oaths of some one near them, who was swear- 
ing dreadfully. The person was an elderly man.—an awful and 
well-known character; indeed, he seldom spoke without utter- 
ing an oath, aod had not been in a place of worship for several 
years. The younger female suid, “1 wish he had one of my 
Tracts ;” but, from bis known profaneness, neither of them durst 
approach him. A less offensive way of access, however, occur- 
red to them. The elder lady gave the Tract, The Swearer’s 
Prayer, to a little boy, her son, who was with her, and he went 
fearlessly towards the bold blasphemer, and presented the pa- 
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per to him, The plan succeeded. The man could not read, 
but he desired the little messenger fo read it to him; the un- 
conscious youth read it boldly and distinctly ; the man looked as- 
tonished, said he had never heard any thing like it, and begged 
the little boy to go home with him, and read it to him again. He 
did so, The consequence was, that striking Tract fastened on 
his mind an overwhelming dread of the Great Being who has 
declared that he “ will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
Name in vain.”> He has never been heard to swear since, is al- 
together an altered character, and diligently attends the public 
worship of Almighty God, and other means of grace. 


From the Rev. Dr. Paterson, St. Petersburg, Russia. 


The same lady who sent me 8,000 Finnish Tracts for the 
Finns in Ingermanland, has again sent me 12,000 for the same 
people; the greater part of which have already been distributed, 
and received with demonstrations of joy. Much good is doing 
among these poor people. The Finnish Tract Society i is pros- 
pering in a wonderful manner, and promises to rival in zeal and 
usefulness even the Swedish "Society. Indeed there are few 
countries where there is such a field of usefulness as in Finland ; 
the poor people have scarcely any books in their own language. 
They can nearly all read, and are most anxious to receive books 
on religious subjects. Dr. Pinkerton will, no doubt, inform you 
of what is doing in this way in Russia, as 1 wish to leave this de- 
partment now to him. 


From the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton, St. Petersburg, Jan, 1822. 


It will afford you pleasure to hear of the continued progress 
which is made in translating, composing, printing, and circulat- 
ing Religious Tracts in the Russian language. During the year 
1821, 12 new Tracts have been printed, on very important sub- 
jects, "and will, we trust, produce much good. In addition to 
these, we have reprinted 12 of the 13 excellent Tracts mention- 
ed in my letter of April 1821, Thus, during the past year, 
70,200 copies of Tracts have been added to our stores, out of 
which many a hungry and fainting soul is refreshed and com- 
forted, in every corner of this great empire. 

It will also afford you satisfaction to know, that the Prussian 
Tract Society continues to extend its benevolent labours to eve- 
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ry part of that kingdom, under the patronage of the highest au- 
thorities. In a letter of the 20th of December, Mr. Elsner writes 
me, that the King of Prussia has lutely sent the Tract Society a do- 
nation of Three Hundred Dollars silver, accompanied with an ex- 
pression of his Majesty’s high satisfaction with their labours. 

In Saxony, little has yet been done, comparatively, to promote 
the circulation of Religious ‘Tracts on an extensive scale. | have 
repeatedly desired to see something begun there, to form a So- 
ciety for this purpose. But it was only during my last visit to 
Leipzig, that | had a fair prospect of seeing this desire realized. 
Since that period, the Society has been formed, In an interest- 
ing letter | have received from Mr. C. C. Tauchnitz, Jun. of 
Leipzig, he says, “ The kingdom and the dutchies of Saxony we 
design for the field of our operation; and, if we consider that 
these countries, situated in the very heart of Germany, contain 
upwards of two millions and a half of inhabitants, of whom there 
are few indeed who cannot read, we would bope, that in time, 
our Society may become one of the most useful in Germany. 

Unworthy as | am, yet it seems as if the Lord, who called me 
by his grace, would allow me to contribute something to spread 
the knowledge of his name and grace, which is able to save to 
the uttermost! ‘Time will soon be gone, and Eternity, blissful 
Eternity, will be our portion !--Oh! that we might be fonnd al- 
ways faithful, spending all our strength in the service of Hu, 
who for us expired on the accursed tree !” 


From a Merchant at Bremen, in Lower Saxony, Germany. 


It has devolved on me to present to your Committee the first 
fruits of our Society’s labours. Many instances of usefulness have 
already come to the Society’s knowledge, and, doubtless, many 
more have occurred, which will be only revealed on that day, 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be made manifest. To give 
you an example of the former, | need only relate what passed 
yesterday evening, during a short visit 1 made to our worthy Se- 
cretary, where three of his parishioners were likewise assem- 
bled. Each one had something to say regarding the Tracts he 
had distributed, and each one something in their praise, One 
of them told us of a labouring man, who, after perusing a few of 
them, exclaimed, ‘Oh, that | had met with these in my youth! 
I should, doubtless, have been preserved from many vices into 
which I have since fallen.’ Another stated the circumstance of 
a poor man and his wife, who having no other time to spare, 
rose at four o’clock in the morning to read The Datryman’s 
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Daughter, the pages of which they moistened with their tears : 
and a third related that an individual, advanced in life, and noto- 
rious for his vicious habits, had commenced reading the Tracts, 
which he could scarcely prevail upon ‘himself to lay down for a 
moment, and was become quite an altered character. ‘Truly 
may we say, ‘This is the Lord’s doing, and wondrous in our 
eyes!’ 


From the Rev. William Ward’s Farewell Letters. 


A Bramhun, recently baptized, had, while a heathen, taken a 
vow of perpetual silence, and had kept this vow for four years; 
residing, during this time, at the celebrated temple of Kalee, 
near Calcutta. He was held in such reverence, that, when he 
passed through the streets of Calcutta, the rich Hindoos burried 
down from their houses, and threw themselves at his feet, to 
worship him as a deity. He wore several necklaces made of 
the bones of serpents, and his whole appearance was that of a 
being who had changed the human state and form. Let us look 
at this man for a moment. He possesses all the pride arising 
from his descent from the highest order in his country, and from 
the- homage he receives from the adoring crowd. How sunk in 
all the brutality of the Jogee! How intoxicated with the fumes 
of an imaginatioa which sees Deity in every thing, and every 
thing in Deity, and with the idea by which he identifies himself 
with God! How shall the Christian Missionary obtain access to 
this man, whe has retired to this celebrated sanctuary, and who 
has in fact, renounced all human intercourse? And how shall 
one ray of light enter such a mind—a mind stripped of all the 
attributes connected with choice, or even with thought? Must 
not we pronounce this man’s case absolutely desperate ; and that 
he is, in the very worst sense of the apostolic declaration, ‘ with- 
out hope?” And yetmy venerable colleague, Dr. Carey, writes 
me, that this man, through a Christian Tract, in the Bengalee 
language, which, some how or other, was introduced into his sol- 
itude, has given up his rank, the worship of his countrymen, and 
all his nostrums, and ts become a humble Christian, receiving 
Christian baptism. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Att Devomrinations or Evancevicat CurisTIANS MAY UNITE THEIR 
EFFORTS IN THE AMeRicAN Tract Society. 


Avione the writers of the publications of this Society and the 
Religious Tract Society of London, from which nearly balf of: 
the American Tracts have been selected, are men distinguished 
for learning, piety, and talents, of several denomiuations, all 
meeting on the common ground of labouring to promote evangel- 
ical, practical religion. In the Publication which ‘stands at the 
head and front of the volumes’ of each of these Societies, the 
nature and qualities of the Tracts to be circulated, are thus de- 
scribed.—** They should consist of Pure Truth, ‘This, flowing 
from the sacred fountain of the New Testament, should 
run from beginning to end; uncontaminated with error, undis- 
turbed with buman systems; clear as crystal, like the river of 
life. There should be nothing in them of the shibboleth of a 
Sect; nothing to recommend one denomination, or to throw odi- 
um oo another; nothing of the acrimony of contending parties 
against those that differ from them ; but that unity of principle, 
whereby all who are looking for the mercy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life, can unite with pleasure, as in one great 
common cause. Nor should any worldly scheme be interwoven 
with the truth, nor attempted to be concealed under its folds. 
Here should not be seen the slightest vestige of any carnal end, 
in any form, or for any purpose, however laudable some may 
think it; nothing but Divine Truth, unmingled, unadulterated, 
pure as it came from Heaven, and fit for the whole human race 
to imbibe.” 

By conforming to these principles, it is believed, that ‘* Chris- 
tian union may be established and strengthened ; Christian affec- 
tion excited and cherished ; and Christian zeal concentrated, and 
rendered proportionably effective.” 


Why the American Tract Society needs Funds, when it sells a large 
part of its Publications at cost. 


The mode of operation, adopted by this Society, is in some 
- respects peculiar to itself. While the gratuitous distribution of 
Tracts to the destitute jn every part of the world, is embraced 
in its plans of usefulness, its prominent design, for the present, is 
to deposit Religious Tracts where they can be conveniently ob- 
tained, at the rate of ten pages for a cent, by every individual in 
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our country——by the poor and pious mother in Maine, or ie Geor:. 
gia, or in Illinois, who bas around her a little family of children 
looking to her for religious instruction ; and by every Missiona- 
ry, and every Minister, and. eyery School Teacher, and every 
Auxiliary Society, and every benevolent friend of Zion. To do 
this it needs a capital, to be vested in Tracts, that may be kept 
in perpetual circulation. 

Let the Benevolent reader fix his mind on the design propos- 
ed, and trace it in all its extent, remembering how great good 
God is pleased to effect by means of Tracts ; and let bim reflect 
that one hundred thousand dollars would put the design in imme- 
diate execution, and keep it in operation from age to age; and 
if he has at his command this sum, or any part of it, what a 
prospect of usefulness does it open before him! He may behold, 
by means of the wealth committed to him by God, and thus em- 
ployed in the circulation of Tracts, the way constantly opening, 
throughout a vast extent of country, for the introduction of Bi- 
bles, and Ministers, and Churches, and well organized Religious 
Societies, with all their attendant blessings, among multitudes” 
who are “‘ bone of our bones, and flesh of our flesh ;” and with 
whom, as members of one great community, we are associated 
by the most intimate relations, 


Domestic Missionary Societies can greatly promote their Benevolent 
Designs, by instructing their Missionaries to form Tract Societies 
and excite the Friends of Christ to purchase and distribute Tracts. 


The state of the * waste places of Zion” in our own land, is 
peculiarly affecting; and the only medium of access to them is 
the agency of some active friend of religion. Had the Ameri- 
can Tract Society funds, it would send into these places faithful 
men, who should impart information, establish Societies, and 
promote the circulation of Tracts; but with its small capital of 
a few thousand doltars, all vested in Tracts, it cannot do it. Why 
then, when a Missionary is sent upon the very spot, should he 
not improve the opportunity he has of introducing among the 
people these little messengers of love. He is not urged to solicit 
from them donations, but to present to their minds the charac- 
ter, and cheapness, and usefulness of Religious Tracts, so that 
they may be induced to supply themselves, their families, their 
schools ; and thus enjoy the blessiugs which, through the instru- 
mentality of Tracts, the Holy Spirit may shed down upon them. _ 

These measures would promote every object proposed by the 
Missionary Society; and they would not interrupt one hour of 
‘the Missionary’s labour, or diminish, in any respect, his useful- 
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ness. Bennett’s Sermon, No. 147, is admirably calculated to im- 
press on all to whom it may be sent, the duty and importance of 
supporting the Gospel Ministry. ' 


s 
Hints on constituteng Ministers and others Life Members. 


It will be observed, that, by the Constitution of the American 
Tract Society, Life Members are entitled to receive Tracts to 
the amount of fifteen dollars, whenever they shall order them; 
and that it is noticed with gratitude (p. 8.) that nearly all who 
have been constituted Life Members the past year, have relin- 
quished their claim, that the Society may be enabled to extend 
its operations to the destitute parts of the country. It will be 
seen, therefore, that it rests entirely with the judgment of eve- 
ry benevolent Donor, to determine the conditions of his dona- 
- tion. And while the relinquishment of the claim to receive Tracts 
in return, greatly promotes the objects of the Society, all dona- 
tions, whatever be their conditions, are very gratefully acknowl- 
edged, and are the means of accomplishing important good. The 
person to whom this Report has been directed, or into whose 
hands it has fallen, is requested, while he contemplates the con- 
sequences connected with adding another Life Member to this 
Society, (see pp. 7, 8,) to cast his eye on the above list of Life 
Members, and see whether the name of his Minister, or Instruc- 
ter, is found there; and if not, to inquire whether he cannot do 
something to insert it. ‘Che obstacles to be overcome will usu- 
ally vanish on making the attempt, for in almost all cases, it may 
be accomplished by any one who will seriously engage in it. The 
Providence of God is shewing, that at this day, feeble instru- 
ments (if such they must be called) can accomplish very impor- 
tant designs ; desigos too, which will lose none of their apparent 
magnitude, when the light of eternity shall shine upon them. 

* As soon as I was informed of the wants and usefulness of your 
Society,” said Miss , LT resolved on making the attempt 
to constitute my minister a Life Member. But I reflected, that 
our parish is not rich, and that we had hitherto done but little 
to spread the Gospel; and my only hope was, that the hearte of 
men are in the hands of God. Lendeavoured to commit my way 
to him; and finding that my brother would furnish me a horse 
and chaise, I set out early the next morning, trembling lest my 
' efforts should be unsuccessful; but determined to persevere, till 
I could believe that | had discharged my duty. I first called on 
the family of a Judge who did not profess religion, told him my 
object, and he gave me two dollars, I endeavoured to express 
to God the gratitude of my heart, and took courage to proceed. 
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I pursued my design, confident that I had the approbation of 
Christ, and feeling that it was a privilege to make any sacrifices 
to promote the cause for which he died. Before sunset | had 
received fifteen dollars, which, with five dollars that our Female 
Society had already put into the hands of our minister to be ap- 
propriated to some benevolent object, made him a Life Member 
of the American Tract Society.” The following is a conveni- 
ent form of a subscription paper, for the above mentioned ob- 
ject. 

; Believing that Religious Tracts are calculated to be eminently use- 
ful in promoting good morals and true religion, and wishing to lend 
our aid in circulating them, and at the same time to manifest an af- 
fectionate regard for our minister, Rev. we give 
the sums annexed to our names, to constitute him a Life Member of 
the American Tract Society. 


Hints to Agents of Depositories. 


A flourishing Depository greatly promotes the objects of the 
Society ; an inefficient one holds the funds of the Society unem- 
ployed and accomplishing no good. ‘The Agent of the Deposi- 
tory in Portland, Me. has transmitted to the Agents of the General 
Depository, for Tracts sold in six years, 580 dollars; the Agent 
in Northampton, Mass. for Tracts sold in five years, 434 dollars ; 
the Agent in Keene, V. H. for Tracts sold in four years 300 dol- 
lars. Others have perhaps been equally successful ; but should 
all accomplish as much, in proportion to the advantages enjoyed 
for circulating Tracts, the operations of the Society, and the 
consequent good effected, would be greatly increased. 

It is important that the Tracts of every Depository should be 
arranged in a case, or box, containing apartments fitted to re- 
ceive them, from which the purchaser, when he is: furnished 
with a list of Tracts, may easily make the selections be pleases ; 
and that it should be placed, if practicabie, in a room that is fre- 
quented. : Putting up a sagn also, at the door, to give notice of 
the Depository to those who pass by ; and occasionally inserting. 
information concerning it in the public Newspaper, will tend 
much to give it success. 

The Agents of Depositories are entitled to ten per cent com- 
mission on all Tracts sold, with liberty to return those remain- 
ing unsold. Their orders for Tracts, in which the particular 
Numbers wanting should be specified, may be addressed to Fracc 
& Gounn, Andover, Mass. who will deposit the Tracts, free of 
expense, in any place in Boston, or on board of any vessel in 
that port, carefully addressed according to directions, The in- 
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.terests of the Society demand, that remittances of sums due the 
General Depository should be made, without fail, at least ouce 
a year, 

"The Benevolent will promote the objects of the Society, by 
searching out important stations for New Depositories; forming 
Auxiliary Societies in the vicinity ; giving particular information 
to the Parent Society, of all circumstances which will affect the 
usefulness of the Depository ; and mentioning an Agent who will 
interest himself in the cause, and be recommended by the cler- 
gyman of the place, or other respectable gentlemen. If the in- 
formation is specific, no further communications may be neces- 
sary, before the Tracts are forwarded. Directions should in all 
cases be given, to whose care they are to be addressed, 


Hints relative to Auxiliary Societies. 


The cooperation of the Benevolent in every place, is essen- 
tial to the extensive circulation of Tracts; and perhaps they 
can adopt no mode of operation which combines so many impor- 
tant objects, as that of forming Auxiliary Societies. These So- 
cieties promote, in a very happy manner, the circulation of 
Tracts; and at the same time aid the Parent Society in furnish- 
ing supplies of new Tracts, and supplying the wants of the desti- 
tute. The members carry the Tracts in every direction; and 
while they are thus circulating religious knowledge in their own 
vicinity, and aiding in spreading the Gospel to others, they often 
become more attached to the great cause, and better members 
of the religious community. Hence persons of all ages and cir- 
cumstances in life should be invited to become members, and 
parents have reason to encourage their children to join, that 
they may thus be “ training them up” in the way of well doing. 

The process of forming a Society is very simple. Any indi- 
vidaal who thinks the cause of Christ would be promoted by an 
Auxiliary Society in his vicinity, may consult with a few friends, 
and agree with them in adopting a Constitution, fixing on a time 
for the annual payment, and on a qualified Agent who will con- 
sent to bear the burden of the Society. Such an Agent will usu- 
ally transact the business of an Auxiliary Society better than a 
large number of officers; and frequent meetings, which many 
often cannot attend, will not be necessary, After adopting the 
Constitution, as many subscribers may be obtained as is practica- 
ble ; and the members will have litle trouble, except to make 
payment at the time appointed, receive their Tracts, and in case 
ef the removal of the Agent, to meet and appoint his successor. 

9 
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Many Auxiliary Societies, constituted wholly of Females, have 
been very efficient and of long continuance. Every member 
may specify to the Agent the particular Tracts he would wish 
to receive; and if he chooses, may have them in the order of 
the Numbers, or Volumes, and thus at length obtain a complete 
set. All who can afford it, will be much gratified with receiving 
the volumes bound by the Society, to be preserved asa little 
family religious library. Some haye supposed that Tracts are 
published once a week, or once a month, and forwarded by mail, 
like a Newspaper. Instead of this, they are kept constantly in 
print, so that all may, at any time, select the Tracts they wish 
for; and they are forwarded in bundles, by stage or baggage 
wagon, or by water, as is most convenient, and thus the ex- 
pense of transportation is small. 

The Tracts may be obtained at any of the Society’s Deposi- 
tories (see p. 34,) and Auxiliary Societies who send to the Gen- 
eral Depository, or the Depository in Boston, and pay for them 
on delivery, receive them at ten per cent discount. The Agent 
of the Auxiliary Society should specify to the Agent of the De- 
pository the Tracts he wishes to receive, and preserve a record 
of the same, that he may furnish the members each year with 
Tracts which they have not received before. 

That part of its funds which the Auxiliary devotes to the Pa- 
rent Society may be sent directly to the Treasurer; or entrust- 
ed to the care of Samuel T. Armstrong, No. 50, Cornhill, Bos- 
ton; or it may be entrusted to the care of the Agent of the De- 
pository from which the Tracts are obtained, and be forwarded 
by him to the Treasurer, when he makes remittances for Tracts. 
In all cases, the name of the Auxiliary, and of the town and State in 
which it is formed, and the sum designed to be given as a donation, 
should be specified in writing ; and notice should be taken wheth- 
er it is duly acknowledged in the Boston Recorder and the Annu- 
al Report. : 


The following Resolutions, recommended for adoption by Auziliary 
Societies, may be found useful in large towns ; in a great majori- 
ty of instances, the simplicity of the Constitution which follows, 
will render it preferable. 


RESOLUTIONS, &c. 


1. That the object of the American Tract Society has the cordial appro- 
bation of this meeting. _ 


2. That a Society be formed, to be called the Auxiliary Tract Society 
for the purpose of promoting the circulation of moral and relig- 


of 


» 
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ious Tracts in this vicinity, and of aiding the Américan Tract Society in 
the extensive distribution of Tracts through the most destitute parts of the 
United States, and of the cuntinent of America. 

3. That one third [or one fourth] of the funds of this Society, be annually 
transmitted to the Treasurer of the American l'ract Society, to aid the Ex- 
ecutive Committee in the gratuitous circulation of Tracts in destitute places. 

4. That one fourth of the annual subscriptions, together with the whole 
of the donations, be at the disposal of the Committee of the Auxiliary So- 
ciety, to purchase Tracts for local distribution, and to apply the surplus, 
(if any,) in aid of the American Tract Society. 

5. That each subscriber of per week, or 
member. 

6. That the business of this Society shall be conducted by a Committee, 
consisting of members, together with the Treasurer and Secretary, 
who shall be annually chosen. 

7. That the Society appoint a Depositary of their Tracts, and a Collec- 
tor. 

8. That the members be requested to commounicate such instances of use- 
fulness as may have come within their knowledge; the moat interesting of 
which shall be annually communicated to the Executive Committee of the 
American Tract Society. 


a year, be a 


CONSTITUTION, 


We the undersigned, desirous of promoting the interests of the Americar 
Tract Sociely, and of religion and good morals in our own vicinity, form 
ourselves into a Society Auxiliary, by agreeing to the following Articles. 

Art. 1. This Society shall be called the Auxiliary Tract Society cf 

ART. 2. Each subscriber of 25 cents a year shall be a member. 

Arr. 3. Each member shall receive two thirds of the amount of his sub- 
scription in Tracts ; and the remaining third, shall be annually transmit- 
ted to the Treasurer of the American Tract Society. Thus each annual sub- 
scriber of 25 cents, will receive each year 166 pages of ‘Y'racts. Andeach 
annual subscriber of 75 cents, may receive each year one volume of Tracts 
bound. 

Art. 4. The business of this Society shall be conducted by an Agent, 

Arr. 5. The time of annual payment shall be the first Monday in 
The Agent, for the time being, shall be 


Names of Subscribers of 25 cents a] Names of Subscribers of 75 cents & 
year, to receive annually 166 year, to receive annually one 
pages of Tracts, volume of Tracts bound. 


Norr. The above Constitulion is now printed in a form convenient for 
use by Auxiliary Societies, and may be obtained at the Soctety’s Deposito- 
ries. [See page 34.] 
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. The Happy Waterman. . «heats 
. Pause and think, Am I a Christian? By Rev. J. Alleine ° 

. Little Heary and his Bearer—Hymns « « « « « «+ + 


VOL. VI. 


. True Prophecies, addressed to all whom they may concern . . 
. The Way to Happiness . . 
. The Affectionate Friend—History of Edward Poole and George 


Crosby—Hymn ... . a Delays x4), ateralietet ate 


- The Two Lambs~Hymn 


Effects of Suse Tee in the History of Peter ‘and 
John Hay .. Ea bet as ha 


- Questions and Counsel. " By Dr. Green oh 5 
. The Busy Bee. By Mrs. Sherwood . 
. Early Instruction, recommended in the Life ‘of Catherine Haldane, 


with an Address to Parents on the Importance of Religion— 


. . . . . 


Hymn Peet on Re OD ie al cle 
fe PUSVBADDRAD HOCUGIATD *<firs! ss Al sonimete wi cus scales 
. Important Questions—Hymns Ey SS ol HOUR Ce 


The Strayed Lamb . . 
The Sabbath School Remembraicer—_The Sabbath ‘Scholar 
Hymns .. ones 


. Heaven Lost. Extracted from Baxter's Saint's fet? fare i 


On the Borde erayer er. st. 7. ats. faut lie ty 


- The Assizes—Hymn 


The way to Converta Cottage into a Palace—Cottager’sHyma— 
Value of Time . . . a : ° 


124, Address to the Sabbath Breaker 

125. Fatal Effects of Ardent Spirits. By E. Porter, D. D. —Stubborn 
Facts—Diseases occasioned by Ardent Spirits . . . . . . 

126. The Heavenly Pilot—Hymns KS ie 

127. The Two Sisters. By Mrs. Sherwood—-Hymns AOR, 

128. Poor Sarah, an Indian Woman . «ged ee ee 


- The Two Apprentices—Address to Youth . Soe, oe wea ; 


130. The Richmond Alarm anat 

131. Saving Faith. Abridged from Thomas Boston—Hymns_ cake 

132. The Power of Grace, exemplified in the sickness and death of 
Anna Emery . +, SR eee yp 

133. Account of Mrs. Emerson, written by herself. 

134, Reasons for believing that the Future Punishment of the Wicked 
will be en ae ane from the Life of the Rev. 
Thomas Boston . . o a a ee Oe 

VOL. VIL. 


135. 


136. 

137. 
138. 
139, 


A Sermon delivered in Boston, on the Anniversary of the Am. Ed. 
Soc. Oct. 4, 1820. By Ebenezer Porter,D.D.—Notes . . , 
Memoir of Elizabeth Davidson—To Children. . . . . . . 
The Church Safe—Hymn 4 ae 
Conversion of the World—Systematic Charity . IS 
Mission inGreenland-. - . » «+ w » » se » ¢ 


72 LIST OF TRACTS. 


140. An address to Seamen. By Edward Payson, D.D.—Hymns . . 12 
141. The SabbathatSea . . 28 
142. The Death Bedofa Free-Thinker, exemplified io the ‘last hours 
of the Hon. Francis Newport—Utility of Tracts . . . - 16 
143. Hints on early religious education—Extract from Nursery discipline 16 
144. The Progress of Divine Truth. A discourse delivered at the Eighth 
Annual Meeting of the American Tract Society, May 29, 1822. 


By John H. Church . . biti t- eke AG 
145. On Hearing the Word of God—Extract—The Bible oe | Sees 
146. Helps to Self-Examination . . 8 


147. Duty of Supporting the Gospel Ministry, an " abridgement of a Ser- 
mon preached at Sheffield, Eng. April aig 1821. By Rev. James 


Bennett . . ys of hams! 20 
148, The Barren Fig Tree—Hymn_ ° 8 
149. The Splendid Wedding—Bishop Sherlock’s comparison of Christ 

with Mahomet .. «ss “sis. . - . 4 


150. Memoir of William Churchman. An authenite narrative: By 


Thomas Bingham—Hymn . . . « « « «© © « « © « 12 
151. Important Discovery—Hymn. . - «+ + + + + w © « « 8 
152. Life and Death of Ejiza Thornton . aerate. 0° 2 
153. The End of Time. An Extract from Dr. Watts or erOmee ay AS 
154. Memoir of Dr. Bateman—Poor Joseph . . . «. «© «2 « « 12 

VOL. VIII. 

155. Universalism Exposed . . ° 0) 0) ae! a ae 
156. Search the Scriptures. On Prayer ‘ 8 
157. Address to Parents, from persons who support Sabbath Schools. 4 
158. Hopes for Eternity . ees eee i Ue 
159. The Wonderful Advantages of Drunkenness ee ee 4 
160. The Two Ends, and the "Two Ways.» « 4 
161. Advice to the Keeper of a Re 4 Gate, with useful Hints to 

Sravellersi 4-73. «6 be ieetae oom oe he 8 
162. Common Errors . . 5 12 
163. The Sabbath Breaker Reclaimed, or i pleasing History. of Thom- 

as Brown. 4 
164. Bethel, or the Flag Unfurled ; " containing a correct Statement of 

Facts respecting the Prayer Meetings among the Sailors on the 

River Thames. By Rev. G. C. Smith, of Penzance . . . 20 
165. The Village in the Mountains . 8 
166. The Alarm; giving an Account how the ‘people ina ‘Church were 

frightened about a Press Gang, with some Reflections thereon 4 
167. “All’s Right;”? a Dialogue between a Coach Guard &a Passenger 8 


The Tracts are sold at one mill a page—that is, one cent for 10 pages, 
ene dollar for 1000 pages; but to Benevolent Societies of all deseriptions, 
which send to the General Depository in Andover, or the Depository in 
Boston, and pay for them on delivery, they will be afforded at ten per cent 
discount. For Depositories where the above Tracts may be obtained, see 
page 34. Several ew Tracts are issued by the Society every year. 


*,* Page 12, line 12, for exnliting read resulting; page 31, line 23, for 
animating read accumulating. In the List of Agents of Depositories for 
New York, page 35, insert Martinsburg, Rev. David Kimball. 


sh 


a _ MEETING 


OF ‘THE 


BAPTIST CONVENTION, 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW-YORK AND ITS VICINITY. 


——ZVOK OK OC xe 
Parsons Oneida Co. N. Y. Oct. 15, 1823. 
Tre ite Convention for the State of New-York, and its vicini- 


ty, met at Vernon, on the 15th of October. 1823. Agreeable to the pro- 


vision of the Constitution, Rev. Lewis Leonarn, of Albany, delivered an 
appropriate sermon from Zech. 4: 7; after which’ a collection was taken 
for the Convention. 

The President and Vice President, being absent— 

Resolved, That Rev. Narmaxrey Kenprick, D. D. be called to the 
Chair. 

The Chairman then called for the delegates from the different te 
tions, when it appeared that the following duly appointed were present : 


i, 


Associations, : Delegates. 
ONEIDA, Elders E. GALUSHA, 
E. F. WILLEY, 
C. PHILLEO, 
. D. D. RANSOM, 
Caruca, JOHN JEFFERS, 
' JOSEPH MOORE, 
Hupson River, LEWIS LEONARD, 
= LELAND HOWARD, 
Ontario, Wn. WITTER, 
. AMOS CHASE, 


Resolved, That Ministering Brethren present, be desired to take a seat 
with us .—Whereupon were added to the Convention: Rev. Dr. Ken- 


_ erick, Rev. Prorr. Hascatt, Eld. Dovaxass, Eld. Brain, Eld. Pow- 


gtL, Eld. P. P. Roors, Eld. Lanarr. 

Resolved That Roserr Ricnarpson, Ese. Save Warnonr, Ese. 
Deacons Dovexass and Hinman, be added. 

Resolved, That we hear the report of the Board for the last year. 

Whereupon, They read the following ; 

The Board of the Baptist Convention, for the year ending Oct. 15th, 
182 Resks vest report, That they have employed the following Mis- 
si the past year, who are now actively vas engaged io 
preaching the Gospel of Christ to the destitute, 

‘ ? 
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Elder Exxanan Comstock and Joun N. Brown, the former is now’ 
in Centre County in Pennsylvania, where we conceive is.a most impor 
tant missionary field, and where God has graciously been pleased to bless 
the labours of his faithful servants and especially those of our excellent 
Brother. We having uot yet heard what sums the people among wh 
he labours have contributed to his support, are not able to say how great 
his drafts may be on the Convention, but we are assured they will not be 
great. With respect to the other, we say, that having the assurance of 
much assistance from the people in Buffalo and its vicinity, where brother 
Brown is now engaged in publishing the gospel of the blessed God, and 
having the assurance of assistance also from the Baptist Domestic Mission- 
ary Society, of Massachusetts kindly offered to support a Missionary at that 
place, we trust that no great expence will be incurred, to be defrayed by 
the Board. We confidently hope that every needful support and encour- 
agement will be within the power ef the Convention, and a disposition 
will be manifested on the part of the Convention, to grant them. 

We have, also, appointed other Misssonaries, who have not been able 
to fulfil their appointments to the important stations assigned them. Of 
these important stations you will hear more, at this meeting of the Con- 
vention. We also state to you that we have employed Elder John Jef- 
fers as our agent for a few weeks, to the great assistance of this board, and 
have only regretted that more of his time could not be employed in our 
service. 

We further state that the Convention being yet in its infancy, has ne- 
cessarily been limited in its operations. ‘They have endeavoured to act 
with wisdom and prudence, in the application of the funds placed in their 
hands, and to apply them to those places where the call for Missionary 
labours was most pressing. We are also happy, in being able to say, that 
we have the fullest evidence of the wisdom of the measures adopted by 
the Convention, for the promotion of Domestic Missions. That experi- 
ence confirms the dictates of reason, that itis our duty to assist Churches 
and Societies rather than the individual Missionaries. That in proportien 
as our plans of operation has become known, they are approved and a- 
dopted by the associations of other states, and that such has been the con- 
fidence already inspired, that the associations and societies in other states, 
have generously offered to aid us in carrying into eperation the noble and 
glorious objects of this Convention. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
: E. F. WILLEY. 

Resolved, That said repert be accepted. ; 

The precedeytial committee appointed at the convention of 1822, be- 
jug called on by the president, p’t. reported, that they had employed the 
Hon. 8. Monro, to visit the western country, and that he had travelled as 
far as the interior of the Territory of Michigan, and visited all the princi- 
pal places in that region. That he found the eountry in great moral dark- 
ness, and much needing the labours of Missionaries and Evangelists, and 
that in his opinion, no place could stand in greater need of the benevolent 
exertions of the friends of Christ, and that no people would be more rea- 
dy to. receive good missionaries. The committee further stated. that they 
viewed it vastly important that a learned and faithful missionary be station- 
ed in said Territories as soon as possible. The journal of Judge Monro, 
being referred to the Board. 

%; 
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Resolved, That said report be accepted, and that the thanks of the con- 
vention be presented to the committee and the other generous individuals 
who defrayed the expense of the mission of Judge Monro, from their own 
funds, without charge to the Convention. 

_ After hearing the accounts given by the delegates of the associations and 
missionary societies of the state of religion in their respective bounds, — 

Resolved, That Elders Galusha, Howard, and Leonard, be the commit- 
tee required by the constitution to prepare an article to be inserted in the 
Minutes, giving a general account of the same. 

Resolved, That Elders Jerrers, Moore, and Ransom, be a commit- 
tee to auditjthe Treasurers’ accounts. 

Resolved, That Elders Kenpricx, Hascatt, Wirrer, Paitieo, and 
Jerrers, be a committee to recommend measures desirable to be adopt- 
ed, by which, in their opinion, the best interests of the Convention may 
be promoted ; and for the regulation of the meetings of the same. 

-Proceded to the choice of officers for the ensuing year :—When, on 
counting the ballots, it appeared the following were duly chosen : 


Hon. S. MONRO, President, 
Dea. JONATHAN OLMSTEAD, VP. President, 
Rev. ELIJAH F. WILLEY, of Utica, Secretary, 
Doc. CHARLES BABCOCK, of N. Hartford, Treasurer, 
Rev. NATHANIEL KENDRICK, 
Rey. LEWIS LEONARD, 
Rev. WILLIAM WITTER, 
Rey. SOL. GOODALE, 
Rev. SYLVANUS HAYNES, 
Rey. JOHN JEFFERS, 
Rev. LELAND HOWARD, 
Rev. ELON GALUSHA, 
Dea. WILLIAM COLGATE, 
Rev. ALFRED BENNETT, 
A. M. BEEBE, Ese. 
Dea. JOHN MORSE, 
“Rev. ELIADA BLAKESLEY, ). 
_ Rev. EUGENIO KINKAID, 
Rev. JOHN BLAIR, 

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet at this place at nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. . 

Prayer by Elder Amos Cuase. 

October 16, 1823.—Met accerding to adjournment. 

Prayer by Dr. Kenpricx. 

Resolved, That Elders Elisha Tucker, of Fredonia, Churchill, of Eliz- 
abethtown, Nathaniel Culver, Jr. of Fort Covington, Sol. Goodale, of 
Bristol, E. Osgood, Judge Ford, of Westerlo, Leland Howard, of Troy, 
Griswold, of Fort Anne, and Daniel Hascall, of Hamilton, be a corres- 
ponding committee on the state of religion, in different sections of tlag 
state. 


The committee to propose measures by which the best interests of the 
convention may be promoted, reported the following: _ 
!. Your Committee are of opinion, that the meetings of the convention 
will be rendered more interesting, should some of the most important re- 
kere 4 
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solutions be accompanied with explanatory observations, and the exhibi- 
tion of proper motives to action, from the movers and supporters of such 
resolutions. 

II. Although the constitution presents a number of objects to this con- 
vention, yet under existing circumstances, your committee are of opinion, 
that the undivided attention of the convention should be directed to the 
promotion of domestic missions. 

(if. They also recommend the appointment of an agent to visit domes 
tic missionary societies and the several associations, and negociate a union 
throughout the state, in domestic missionary operations, also to form other 
domestic missionary societies, and solicit fuuds for missionary purposes. 

Signed JOHN JEFFERS, Chairman. 

Resolved, That said report be accepted. 

Heard the report of the committee to audit the Treasurer’s accounts, 
which was in the following words :—That ‘‘ having attended to the duties 
of their appointment the following sum has been reteived-and expended, 
including eighteen dollars previously i in the treasury, viz : 

Balance in the Treasury at the commencement of the 


last year, $18 00 
Paid into the Treasury during the same, 293, 39 
| 311 39 
Expended during the same, 192°43 
Balance on hand, $118 96 
Viz. Cash $97 47; Domestic goods, $21 49. For all which regular 
vouchers were exhibited. JOHN JEFFERS, 


JOSEPH MOORE. 

Resolved, That said report be accepted. 

The Delegates from Ontario Association, having thus far attended on 
the proceedings of this Convention, teeling perfectly satisfied as to the ex- 
pediency of so doing, and by discretionary power in them vested, declar- 
ed said association a member of this Convention. 

Resolved, That the next meeting of this Convention be held at Eldridge 
on the third Wednesday in October, 1824. That Eld, 5. H. Cone of the city 
of New-York, be appointed to preach at the above place on said day, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. and that Elder Galusha, of Whitesboro’ be his alternate. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be returned tothe: people 
of Vernon for their kindness and hospitality to the members of the same 
during this session. 

An appropriate sermon was delivered at-the’ close, by Elder L. 'How- 
arp, of Troy, from 1 John, 3: 2. 

Resolved, That we adjourn. ‘S. MANRO, Pres’t. 
E. F. WILLEY, Sec’ry, 

The Board of the Baptist Convention, ofthe State ‘of New-York: met 
‘at the house of Robert Richardson, Esq. Oct. 16, 1823. 

Resolved, That Rev. N. Kencricx, be’ Chatrian, 

Resolved, That Elder Garusya’s account of monies paid to John N. 
Brown, our missionary at Buffalo, be allowed. 

Resolved, That Elder C. Purttwo, be agent for this board, the ensuing 
year ;—Tbat he receive $7 67, per week for his services. 

Resolved, That Elders Garusna, Dovcias and Wixtey, ‘be a committee 
to regulate the operations of the Agent. 


5 
Resolved, That the Board will appoint a Missionary or Missionaries to 
Michigan, as soon as the funds will justify and suitable persons may be 
und to send, and that Elders Kenpricx, Howarp, Leonarp and Jer- 
FERS, be a committee to ascertain the above facts, and appoint some man 
for that important station, or recommend some one to the board. 

Resolved, That Elders Wm. Rowe; and Nenemrau Lams, be missiona- 
ries for this board in Ontario Association and its vicinity, under the direc- 
tion of a committee, consisting of Elders Wirrer, Goopate and A. 
Cuase, as to time and place of labor, also as to compensation, only that 
the said compensation for all the term, they may be employed, shall not 
exceed what funds are contributed to this Convention by said Ontario As- 
sociation. 1t being understood, that said committee communicate their 
doings, from time to time, to this board, through the medium of the Sec- 
retary. 

. Resolved, That Elders Haywes, Hon. 8. Monro, Elders Jerrers, Buain 
and A. M. Beere, Ese. be a committe to judge of the propriety of ap- 
pointing a Missionary to Oswego and its vicinity, and should they think 

roper, to appoint one. It being understood that they communicate their 
tolnes to this board, as soon as may be, through the medium of the Sec- 
retary. 

Resolved, That Garusna, Buaxestey, Bascock and Wiiey, be a com 
mittee to prepare a report for this board, to be made at the next meeting 
of the*Convention. 

Resoved, That we adjourn to meetat 2d Church in Westmoreland, on 
the first Wednesday in January next. E. F.- WILLEY, Sec’y. 


TBEASUER’S ACCOUNT. 
Baptist Convention of the State of New-York, &c. 
1822. In account with Chastes Babcock, Treasurer, Dr. 
Oct. 16. By balance of acc’t. with Bap. Dom. Miss. Convention, $18 00 
Cash from Fem. Mite Soc’y. piemeter and Winfield, 


by Catharine Babcock, - 5 75 
14 yds. flannel, from same soc’ I by ‘he “Of Catha- 

rine Babcock, 7 00 
Otsego Bap. Assoc’n. by hand of Eld, Misrael Hodge, 28 22 


Sundry articles from 2d oh and Soc’y. Butternuts, 


valued at 5 43 
17. Cash from Fem. Miss, Boc’y y- Sangerfield and Paris, 10 6% 
Elder Daniel Hascall, cash, - 1 00 
ist Church in Camillus, fend of Br. Bedbee, ~ 3 00 

By the hand of Eld. E. Comstock, as follows : 
Ch. and Soc’y. Birmingham, Huntington Co. Pa. 7 25 
Ch. and Soc’y. Milesburg, Center Co. Pa. 7 62 
Jos. Miles, Bellefont, Pa. 4 38 
Jersey: Shore, Lycoming, Pa. 75 
Collection at Troy, Bradford Co. Pa. 1.43% 
Lewis Porter, Covert, Seneca Co. N. York, 5 00 
Ch. and Soc’y. Mentz Cayuga ag N.Y. - 10 00 
18. Br. Fields, Utica, + - Soy er OG 


Br. Lee, Clinton, ° * - - 50 


Br. Cobb, Manlius, . : Te . i) 
Hon. Squire Manro, Elbridge, - - - 10 00 
Eld. Haynes, do. - - - 1 00 
1823. Jonathan Rathbone, N. York, 5 00 
April 15. Fem. Bap. Miss. Soc’y. Sangerfield med Paris, as follows: 
Cash, by hand of Br. Grant, - 4 50 
2 1-2 yards Broadcloth, valued at 10s. per yan: 3.3 
1 Cotton Shirt, 5s. 1 pair black gloves, 3s. 1 00 
1 pair woollen Stockings, 6s. 1 pair do. 4s. 1 25 
2 pair Socks, at 3s. each, - - 75 
7 yards Cotton Shirting, at 1s. - 87 
Oct 15. Sundry articles by hand of Mrs. Galusha, - 5 34 
Collection after sermon at Vernon, - - 6 45 
Oneida Association, hand of E. Galusha, - 4 45 
Collection at Whitesboro’, - - - 5 00 
Doct. Francis Guiteau, ° . - 1 00 
Deacon W. Goss, Oriskany, - - - 1 25 
Wm. Hovey, do. - - - 1 00 
Maria Douglass, - 25 
Cayuga Association, by hand of Elder Jeffers, - 23.83 
ist Ch, Camillus, cash $7 28, goods $4 87, - 1215+ 
Fem. Miss. Soc’y. Fleming, cash, - 24 58 
do. do. do. 1 pair Sthekines;. . - 70 
Bap. Ch. Fleming, - - - - 5 96 
3d Ch. Scipio, - - - Fie OO 
Contributions in Mentz, te - -~ 10 56 
do.. in Bucksville, - > - ©9295 
Bap. Ch. in Brutus, -. - 3 ee Bia eed Sea, OD 
Elder W. Brown, ae : - =." ~~ 50 
Richard King, - 56 
Auxiliary Society, Phelps, hind of Elder Witter, 6 44 
Newark Fem. Miss. Soc’y. New-Jersey, - 50 00 


Amount received, $311 39 


Baptist Convention, State of New-York, 


1822, To Charles Babcock, Treas’r. Dr. 
Oct. 17. To order paid Eld. E, Comstock, $69 50 
ee. do. paid Etd. E. Galusha, 33 63 
March 17, 1823. do. do. do. 23 04 
do. do. Samuel Lyou, 5 00 
Oct. 15, do. do. E. Galusha, 61 26 


Paid out, $192 43 192 43 


In Treasury, «118 96. 
Consisting of Cash, 97 47 Wee, ts a 
Domestic Goods, 21 49 


$118 96 
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ADDRESS. 


The Baptist Convention of the State of New-York, to the Baptist Associa- 
tions, Mission Societies, and all who may be interested in its concerns. 


Dear BreTHRen, 

Through the favor of Divine Providence we have the happiness of 
addressing you on asubject of the greatest moment. 

God undoubtedly continues his people in the world for important pur- 
poses. To live without employment worthy of immortal beings, is to de- 
scend to a lower grade than the brutes. To live to ourselves, is a viola- 
tion of the dictates of both scripture and reason. To live to God should 
be the business of man. The most ample provision is made in the Gos- 
pel of Christ, to occupy the talents of all. ‘‘ Let every man wherein he 
is called, therein abide with God.’ The Ministers of the New Testa- 
ment are commanded to go into all the world, and teach the Gospel to ev- 
ery creature. In this work they need the assistance of their brethren. 
Evén the Apostles, who were favored with the gift of miracles, required 
support from the Churches. Their contributions were recorded by the 
pen of inspiration, as “‘ an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleasing in the sight of God !” 

The Great Head of the Church, through his abundant mercies, bestow- 
ed upon his people in this part of the land, has rendered them debtors to 
the destitute, who are perishing for lack of vision. By some, this obliga- 
tion is acknowledged, and, for a ¢ourse of years, partial exertions have 
been, made to discharge it. Little, however, has been done, compared 
with what might be done, were a suitable organization effected, which 
should unite the strength of the denomination throughout the state, and 
bring into requisition all the means which God has afforded. 

A number of Mission Societies have been formed in different parts of 
the state, among which the Hamilton Mission Society holds a conspicu- 
ous rank, and has operated upon a larger scale than any of the rest. Al- 
though these societies have, with the most friendly dispositions, aimed at 
the promotion of a common interest, yet their exertions, it is presumed, 
have been far less efficient than they would have been, had they heen 
concentrated, and conducted upon a well organized system. For the most 
part, Ministers sent out from these several societies, have left congrega- 
tions and families at home, and made short and hurried excursions, af four, 
six, and twelve weeks, through destitute regions, and returned. Rarely 
has any one of these societies stationed a minister in a destitute region, 
and assumed his expences. 

Under a conviction of the many disadvantages attending these excur- 
tions, a General Convention for the state was proposed. 

If the wisdom and strength of these several societies, together with the 
associations throughout the state, should be united, upon the most matur- 
ed plan to promote the gospel among the destitute, the most salutary ef- 
fects would soon be realized by multitudes now perishing for the word of 
life. Societies are becoming numerous, on the western frontiers of the 
state ; also in Ohio and Michigan, where Missionaries may be stationed, 
and receive from half to two thirds of their support from the people. 
With a thousand dollars a year, this Convention, together with wha 
might be raised among the destitute inhabitants of the wildemnexoftaie 
missionaries may be supported the whole time. 
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With these prospects this Convention was formed, and has commenced 
its labors npon an improved Constitntion, with dispositions the most friend- 
ly to those societies and associations not yet in its views. 

At the annual meeting it was thought important to take the earliest and 
most effective measures. to procure funds. For this purpose an Agent 
was appointed to travel through the state, and visit Churches, Associations 
and Mission Societies, 

How-important is a combination of energies to support an effective sys- 
tem, for diffusing the gospel threugh the dark portions of the earth.— 
How important is it, that the large and extensive emigrations te the west 
should be followed up by Ministers of the New-Testament, to administer 
the bread and waters of life. 

The rising states at the west, the neighboring British Provinces, the 
Indian Tribes, and the nations borderiug on the United States, all have 
claims on our benevolence. ae 

It is confidently hoped, that this object will unite the liberalities of the 
tich and the widow’s mite. ‘‘ That they do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate, laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may 


lay hold on eternal life.” * np saat 
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LE S<L > O DP 
CONSTITUTION, 

Articie I. The assemblage of Delegates hereinafter named, shall be 
called “ The Baptist Convention of the State of New-York, and tts vieinity.”’ 

Articte II. This Convention shall consist of, Ist, Such Delegates as 
may be appointed annually by the different Associations, not exceeding one 
Delegate to five Churches, nor more than five from any one Association : 
2d, One Delegate from any Education or Missionary Society, which may 
contribute to its funds. non . 

Arvicte Ill. The annual meeting shall be held on the third Wednes- 
day in October, at 10 o’clock, A. M. atsuch place as may be appomted by 
the next preceding Conventien. 

Articie 1V. The object of this Convention shall be to promote Domes- 
tic Missions in North America, Literary and Theological Institutions, In- 
dian Reform, and other important measures for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom. " an 

Articie V. A representation from four Associations, at any Annual 
_ Meeting, shall be a quorum to transact business : a less number may ad- 

ourn. 

; Arricir VI. All meetings of the Convention shall be opened by read. 


Trustees, who- 


sident, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and fi 
rc ps ) m to transact busi- 


shall constitute a Board, five of whom may be a qu 
ness. a gi a 
Anricte VIII. The President shall preside in the meetings of the Con- 
vention and Board. In his absence the Vice President: and in the ab- 
sence of both, a Moderator may be elected by the meeting, The Presi- 


ing a portion of the Holy Scriptures, and Prayer. = 
. i VII. At each annual meeting shall be ai by ballot, a Pre- | 


dent may call a Meeting of the Board of Managers “oaae os it 
. ms 2 5 


4 
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necessary, and of the Convention itself, if requested by three members 
of the Board. 

Articte IX. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a fair record 
of the transactions of the Convention and Board, and to carry onsuch cor- 
respondence as may be deemed expedient. 

Articte X. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to give the Board suf- 
ficient security for the “faithful discharge of the duties of his office, to 
receive all monies, and other articles of property; to’ pay the orders of the 
Board signed by the Secretary, and render an accurate statement of ac- 
counts at each meeting of the Convention. 

Articte XI.- It shall be the duty ofthe Board to appoint Missionaries 
and Agents, determine their compensation, give them instructions, and dis~ 
miss them under such regulations as. may from time to time be imposed 
by the Convention, at the meetings of which they shall render a fair ac- 
count of all their proceedings, recommend to’ the Convention such mea- 
sures as they may think expedient to be adopted, and manage the con- 
cerns of the Convention during its recess. - . 

Articte XII. It shall be the duty of the Delegates of each constituent 
Association and Missionary Society, to produce a:brief account of the state 
of religion within its circle ; also such other information as may be calcus 
lated to promote the designs of this Institution : the reading of which shall 
constitute one of the first items of business in the Convention. Immedi- 
ately after, a.committee shall be appointed to prepare a summary of in- 
telligence to accompany the printed Minutes. 

Anricte XIII. If any of the mionies, or other donations and bequests, 
contributed to the Convention, be designated for particular objects, they 
shall be sacredly devoted to the objects, provided they are embraced 
within the scope of its operations, if not; shall be remitted. 

Articte XIV. This Constitution may be altered at any Anrual Meeting, 
by amajority of three fourtlts of the members present,: 


The Committee recommend to the Churches to form themselves tato Paritiaty 
Socpehiet, on ee Jopraeng orm Ff 


CONSTITUTION, 


a I. Tuts eng shall be styled THE 
lo aslinh oc BRANCH: SOCIETY, inane to the Bap. 
tist Contaption of the State of New-York and ity Vicinity: 
ApnriéreH. The object of: ip Society plait be to increase the fads of 
said Convention. ) 
o Anrione IIT. It po be composed of such persons es contribute an- 
nually-to.its funds. STIy -HONBERAT! ie ire 
-Anpetiad TVs: This Society shall meet aneranlly on the 
land shail choose‘a’President, Vice President, 
loucceior Treaster mt Solicitor; who shall hold their’ offices one year. 
-cAnTicLe Vis/Phe President shall preside” in ai nsdetings of wis Soci 
ety: in his absence the Vice President. ie fe 
-Anticos Wks The Secretary shallvrecord the pear? of ie Bic: 
ety}:andi keep alist: of’ the be sa 3 with the several’ sums by them ‘re- 
spettiene eee Ho rissa iy ahs atdier gonpitas: ip 
Argicoe Viole: shall: be the duty of the Treasurer to collect and 
receive all the monied due from ‘subscribers, and transmit thé same to’ °° 
fi to ima w ointsit oF Hajoiaqes od He d» sethantes ‘alsd'to keep a 
fair iechek of his ivanbanticinas 5 OF aongeailtsr) 
»jAprete WIL: It-shalbbe the duty of the Solicitor to aid the ‘institution 
by oliciting donations :and gubseriptions; ‘ind by-all laudable inéans; which 
thay. be: used for increasing the funds ofthis Sodiety "> vihorase 80 Hove 
Akricte 1X. Alterations ‘and amendments maybe made to this constita- 
tionjat any annual meeting,:by the consent'of three fourths of" 
present. Jasasig, cisdinoat ott to af Hirpot card? te viiwoin ms ¥o 
Articte X. Any annual subscriber may discontinue ‘his membership 


at pleasure, by paying up all arrearages, and giving notice te the Secretary. 
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Fourth Annual Meeting 


BAPTIST EDUCATION. SOCIETY 
OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. $ Re i: 


? 
JUNE SIXTH, 1891. 
SERMON by Elder Econ Gatvsua, from II. Corinthians ii. 16,— 
€ Who is sufficient for these things.” 

A Moderator and Clerk were appointed. 

Adjourned for three quarters of an hour, 

Prayer by Brother Puryam. . 

Met according to adjournment, 

Brother Ciarx prayed. 

The Board of Trustees laid before the Society their doings the year 
past, stating the Returns of the following Agents, namely:—Jozt W. 
Crarx, Osep Warren, Joun Peck, Crarx Kenpnick and NaTHAMIEL 
Kenprick. ¢ 

Their Returns met the approbation of the Board. 


_ Heard the Report of the Executive Committee. 


Report of the Beattie Committee. 


aa Youd Committee, appointed to execute your designs, in promo- 
ting the general objects of this Society, beg leave to lay before you the 


following 


TO systematize all the operations of the Seminary, by the light of 
experience, of example, and of the obvious directions of Providence, 
has been an object which your Committee have regarded, under a con- 
viction of its prime importance. They have endeavored to effect suck 
an arrangement of the classicks for the School, as in theii judgment is 
the best adapted to the present state of the Institution, combining in the 
same view the work to which its beneficiaries are consecrated — the im- 

ortance of their time-—the increasing calls for patronage—and the ina- 
bility of the Society to accomplish, at present, what is confidently ex- 
pected in its more matured state. An eye has been had to the provis- 
ions of the Board, for increasing the funds, by appointing Agents to 
visit different sections of this state, and the western part of Vermont. 

They found it necessary, to make arrangements with one of the 
Agents, to effect his release from his people, for the prosecution of 
those general measures, which are of vital importance to the future ex~ 
istence of the Institution. : 

Something has been done by the appdata of sub-agents, to col- 
lect the interest on donations as it becomes due. But a small part, 
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however, has yet been received, owing to the extension of territory 

over which donations have been promiscuously taken: also, the ex- 

treme scarcity of money, and the want of more effective arrangements 
in the system of operation. > 

But little has been done to enlarge the Library the year past, as the 
state of the treasury would Warrant but small purchases, and few books 
have been obtained in donations. 

At the last Annual Meeting, your Committee found nine Students un- 
der the patronage of the Society: Six of whom are continued: Eight 
more have been received during the year, making fourteen in all, who 
are now supported from the funds of the Society, besides several who 
are defraying their own expenses. 

They have generally preached about half the time in vacant churches 
in the vicinity, for which a small compensation has been made. 

The growing expenses of the. Institution imperiously dictated the 
most economical measures. A contract has been made to have the Stu- 
dents board in common, the present year, at one dollar a week, including 
washing and lodging; one sixth part to be paid in cash, the remainder 
in produce—wheat at seventy-five cents a bushel. 

Your Committee made known this arrangement to your Agents, and 
recommended that subscriptions be taken in the neighboring Churches, 
for produce, to supply the boarding house. The measure has been 
partially gone into, and considerable has already been obtained and ap- 
plied to the object. 7 

The funds have not authorized the employment of more than one 
Teacher: and we are happy to say, that Brother Hascarn has been 
enabled to do justice to the School, in the several branches of science, 
which have been introduced. A salary has been allowed him, for his 
very acceptable services, of twenty-two dollars and fifty cents a month, 

The Students have been divided into three classes ;—the first of 
which have completed their studies preparatory to theology, and are 
yeady to enter upon that, as the remaining part of their education. 

By-Laws for the government of the Institution have been adjusted, 
and, on receiving the sanction of the Board, were adopted. 

Your Committee take the liberty to recommend the appointment of 
a General Agent, for the purpose of effecting a more complete organi- 
zation of measures, to enlarge the funds of the Society, to secure the 
regular payment of interest on donations, and attend to the pecuniary 
concerns of the Institution generally. They also think it expedient, 
that an Agent be appointed in Vermont. 


To. meet the expenditures of the Institution, the following appropri- 
ations have been made. 


Paid by order on the Treasurer. 


To Daniel Hatch, for board, . - $36 00 


To Charles W. Hull, for clothing for Students, ae 8 89 
To. Daniel Hascall, for two Globes and books, - - 42 80 
To do. for printing paper, - - - 3 50 
To John B. Johnson, for printing, - - - 22 00 
To Jonathan Olmstead, for 36 weeks board, - - 53 50 


To do. to refund monies, brought into the treasury through mis- 
take, « * © 1 ? 


5 


To Nathaniel Kendrick, for services as Agent, oo ome B45 6S 
To Daniel Hascall, for instructing school, : “ 50 00 
To Nathaniel Kendrick, for books had at Boston, 2) toe 29 93 
To Elon Galusha, for services at New-York, a ~ 35 50 
To Samuel Payne, for board, . - - 10 00 
To Daniel Hascall, for clothing for Students, - _ 26 75 
To do. for stove pipes, sapaire on house, horse hire for Students, 

and clothing, mth y - - 35 52 
To Widow Hascall, for pad, - 24 00 
To Samuel Osgood, for 18 weeks and 6 days Foands - 18 85 
To Clark Kendrick, for fifty-four days services and expenses, as 

Agent, - - - - - 49 50. 
To Joel W. Clark, for twelve weeks services and expenses, 7623 - 
To Nathaniel Kendrick, for thirteen days services and expenses, 

and for postage of letters, - - - 14 00 
To Joseph Colwell, for board, = 2 - 173 31 
To John Peck, for twenty-six days services and expenses, 26 50 
To Daniel Hascall, for instructing school, - - - 163 13 


Under a consciousness of much inability, to execute the trust you 
have imposed, your Committee have endeavored to meet with vigilance, 
the complicated duties of their office ; and have, knowingly, omitted 
nothing in their power, which the good of the Institution required. 

The whole is most respectfully submitted. 


DANIEL HASCALL, 

ELON GALUSHA, 

JOHN PECK, Executive Committee. 
JOEL W. CLARK, 

NATHANIEL KENDRICK, 


Voted, That the above Report be accepted. 


The Treasurer made his Report. 


Appointed Brethren Bostwick, Wittey and Waxcey to audit the 
Treasurer’s accounts. 


Creagurer’s Tieport. 


To the Board of Trustees of the ‘*‘ BAPTIST E DUCATION SOCIETY 
OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK,” the following REPORT is res- 
pectfully submitted by their Tredieifeer, 


The ‘ Baptist Education Society of the State of New-York,’ in account 
current with Jonarnan Oxtmsrerap, their Treasurer, Dr. 


Paid by order of the Executive Committee. 


To Daniel Hascall, $42 80% Nathaniel Kendrick, $15 62 

John B. Johnson, $11 00 2 Daniel Hatch, 36 00 

on Subscription, 8 90 S Charles W. Hull, 8 89 
Interest, 2 10 2 Discount on a $2 Jefferson 

; —— 22 005 County Bank bill, 1 00 

Jonathan Olmstead, 6 00 : iy —_— 

do, 53 505 Carried over, $185 81 


“ ae  - 


Brought forward, $185 
Elder Joel W. Clark, 29 
-~ Daniel Hascall, 26 
A do. 50 
- Nathaniel Kendrick, 29 
James Nickerson, 7 
Daniel Hascall, 3 
do. 45 
do. 8 
3 f 8 7-8 yds. full’d cloth,13 
§ } 14 3-4 yds. do. 14 
3 | 6 1-4 yds. flannel, 3 
% } 15 1-4 yds. full’d cloth,15 
ae eee 2 vk do. 3 
| 9 pair of socks, 4 
> 1 do. hose, 8) 
Ss 1 do. shoes, Q 
1820. 


June 7, By bal. in treasury, $88 
28, Elias Johnson, 2 
Timothy Brown, 1 
Amos Kingsley, 1 
July28, John B. Johnson, on 
his subscription, — 8 
Do. interest, 2 
Interest from Galway and 
Milton, 15 
Interest obtained June 4th, of 
John Grover, 
David Brinckerhoff, 
Robert Tompkins, 
Robert Kelsey, 
Carey Reed, 
Justus Allen, 
Jeremiah Turner, 
_: Thomas Hale, 
John Boughton, 
Joel Coe, jun. 
Leonard Simons, 
Stephen Dwinall, 
Squire Munroe, 
Moses Eels, 
* Nathan Munroe, 
Aug.23, James More, interest, 
James More, donation, 
Samuel Kelsey, int. 
-Zadock Bateman, 
James Purdy, 
Sept. 13, Henry Shute, 5 
Jonathan Olmstead, 53 
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John Peck, $13 50 
J. Wade, 1 37 
21 3-4 yards shitting, 5 44 
Elon Galusha, 35 50 
Mrs. A. Hascatt, 7 41 
John Peck, 26 50 
Daniel Hascall, 100 00 
Joel W. Clark, 50 00 
Nathaniel Kendrick, 14 00 
Obed Warren, * 4 00 


Van Rensselaer Wall, a hat,4 00 


Jonathan Olmstead, 62.63 
Cotton cloth and shoes, 27 57 
Balance in the treasury, 34 50 
— 

$831 34 

Daniel Robinson, $1 00 
Jared Babcock, 2 00 

19, Ebenezer Knapp, 0 50 
Richard Musson, —s_ 2:« 00 


Oliver Prescott, 
Polly Prescott, 
Benjamin Prescott, 
Thomas Davis, 

Coats Trenton, 
David Dewey, 
Interest from Lansing, 
Moses Franklin, 

Mrs. Franklin, 

Miss Franklin, 
Elizabeth Houghman, 
Samuel Wood, 
Daniel Crandall, 
Selinda Turner, 
Selinda Magee, 
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Dec.14, Females of Peterboro 


Baptist Ch.& Society— 
30 4 yds. cloth, 30 50 
3 pair of socks, 1 50 
1 pair of mittens, 0 37 


—32 37 
27, Vermont Education 
Society, cash, 16 00 
7 yds fd. cloth, 8 75 
5do. do. 7 50 
4 do. factory do. 1 00 
Carried over, $259 63 


Brought forward,. 
15 pair of socks,7 50 
1 pair of gloves,0 50 


cS 
— 


Mrs.Green,1 shirt,1 00 
1 pair of socks, 9 50 


Contribution at Still 
water, 4 
Do. at Saratoga, 1 
Int. from Stillwater— 
Eph’m.Newland,0 35 
Isaac Patrick, 0 70 
J..R.Woodworth,0 70 
E. Woodworth, 0 70 
David Newland, 0 35 
JeremiahBishop,0 35 
Bliss Smith, 0 35 
Simeon Rowland,0 35 
Sylvanus Sayles,0 35 
Daniel Rogers, 0 70 
dont 
Int. from Saratoga— 
Rey.F.Wayland, 1 40 
Harman J. Betts,0 70 


——'2 
Int. rec’d in Milton, of 
S..M. Plumb, 3°15 
A. Woods, 1 10 
E. Boardman, 1 00 

5 

Int. coll. byJohnPeck,20 


Contribution at Nor- 
wich, 5 
Do. at Elder Bud- 
long’s meet. house, 0 
David Budlong 2d, 1 
Int. of EbenezerSmith,1 
Charles Babcock,4 
Joseph Coley, 1 
Interest paid up toJune,1821, 
in Norwich, by 


John Randall, 2 80 
John Noyes, 1 40 
Lot Clark, 2 80 
Hascall Ransford, 2 75 
Nathaniel Purdy, 0 70 
Stephen Purdy, 0 70 
James Purdy, sen. 0 70 
James Purdy, 0 70 
Joel Thompson, 1 96 


$259 63 


Charles Randall, ¢1 00 
Charles York, 1 00 
_ JoshuaBurlingham,1 00 
Benjamin Palmer, 0 25 


ik) 
or 


17 76 


Subscription of Jedediah 
‘Randall, 25 00 
Do. of AmyBarker, 20 00 

Contribution in Hudson, 6 00 

A brother, . 1 00 
Mr. Dalling, 0 50 

Interest of Mr. Walton, 2 25 


a 
Oo 


on 
a 


1 
Jan. 2, Donation from Nathan 
Baker, jun. 1 00 
Jan.16, Interest fromE.Clough,1 75 
Do. of TrumanBlackman,2 00 
Donations received by 
Joel W. Clark, 16 04 
Do. of John H.Parmelee, 2 00_ 
Do. of Mr. Richardson, 
2 1-2 yards of cloth, 
Feb.15,Do. of Joseph Morse, 
38 3-4 yards muslin, 
Interest of Mrs. Lydia 
Montgomery, 

21, Contribution of the 
Church and Society at 
Peterboro, 5 00 
Interest of Isaac Skinner,1 00 

22, Do. of Peter P. Roots, 3 00 

23, Donation from Mrs. 
Johnson, 1 vest, 2 00 
1 pair pantaloons, 4 00 

— 600 
A female friend in | 


7 50 
9 68 


5 00 
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00 $ Manlius, 1 vest, 2 25 
75 1 pair of mittens, O 50 
205 2 75 
752 Donation from Hannah 
M‘Curnbee, I vest, 2 25 
Do.William Andrews, 1! 
pair of shoes, 2 00 


Do. Judith Havens, 2 
pair socks & mittens, 1 00 
Do. Sarah Cogswell, 1 
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pair of socks, 0 50 
Do. A female friend, 1 

pair do. 0 50 
Carried over, $496 46 


i 


Brought forward, 

Do. Mrs. Webster, 

blanket, 

Do. A friend, 2 pr. 
of socks, 1 00 

1 pair of mittens, 0 50 

Cash, 0 50 

— 2 

Do. of Winfield &Bridge- 
water Female Mite 
Society—= 

11 3-4 yds; cloth, 17 06 

6 1-4 yds flannel, 3 90 

9 pair of socks, 4 50 

1 pair stockings, 1 00 

1 do. 0 25— 


$496 
a 


i) 


28, Interest of R. Musson, 
Do. of Jason Lee, 
L. and B. Todd, paper, 
Society in Sullivan, fouf 


pair of socks, 2 


. 


46 4 Cash collected by Sohn 
Peck, » $239 43 
00 Joel W. Clark, eas 
Contribution ie j 
ton, at the meeting of 
_ the Society. bate: 6 33 
J. Bellows and M 
00 Gardiners, 


Cash, collected by EY | 
Hubbill, viz. ee OS are 


Doct. Fitch, “= 00 
E. Knapp; 0 50 x 
— 2 50 


Received byJ.W. Clark, 1 85 
Joseph Morse, in cotton 


cloth, 18 32° 
71 Mrs. Ktiapp, i in cloth atid 
00 _ shoes, 9 25 
00 From people in West: 
00 moreland, 1 hat, “4 00 
00 Total, $831 87 
aise 


The following Sums, not included in the Treasurer's Report, have been, 


In Produce, collected on Sub- 


received. 
9 Society in Smyrna, = $15 43 
63 ¢ David Benedict, in books; 7 28 


scription in Pompey, $26 
Two Stoves, collected 

in Westmoreland, by 

deacon J. Morse, 
Other articles, 


32 00 
12.38 
———44 

Sundries contributed to 
Eugenio Kincaid, by 
Society in Westmore- 

_ land, 52 26 

¥n candles, &c. 2 69 

54 


Female Society in George- 


town, 14 
Female do. in Pompey, 12 
Female do. in De Duyter, 20 
Judge Sanger, 2 stoves, 24 
Society in Georgetown, 6 


Second Society in Hamilton, 
Mrs. Butler, in clothing, 
Mrs. Lee, do. 

Miss D. Lapham, do. 


9 
1 
1 
1 
Miss M. Foote, do. fe) 


§ Female Society in Vernon, in 


$ clothing, 19 06 
Elisha Pierson, in clothing, 2 00 
Do. in Sullivan, 13 62 
38 § Stephen Fitch, (annual sub- 
scription, ) 16 
§ Contribution in Milford, 7715 
¢ Daniel Hatch, interest, 5 44 
° Society in Sherburne, 21 17 
) William Grant, 2 00 
95 ° Society in Syracuse, 5 71 
> Cash for tuition, ir 37 23 
69 ° Female Society inSangerfield,15 00 
63 9 Society in Vernon, produce, 17 07 
72. Gill on the New Testament, 
00% paid on subscription, 20 00 
75 § SocietyinHamilton,in board,532 72 
804 Joseph Eastman, “TT” A 84 
109 2 Charles La Hatt, a Bible, 3 00 
00 ; Daniel Putnam, in books, 2 00 
00 > Seep 
508 $ 950 5¢ 
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the Society, at their next Ati- 
nual Meeting, so to amend their Constitution, as to require the Board 
of Trustees to make a report of their doings to the Society annually: 
- And also to authorize the President, at the request of three of the 
Trustees, to call a special meeting of the Board. 
~ Chose by ballot Osep Warren, Joun Bostwick, James SHEFFIELD, 
Catyin Pariieo, Esenezer Waxtey, Danier Putnam, Cuakues Bap- 
cock TS lal Payne, Natuan Pgécx and Esq. RicHarpson, Trustees 
for the ensuing year. a , 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to the Ex- 


ecu Bee arittee, together with the Agents, for their constancy and 
indefatigable exertions to promote the objects of the Institution. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the Pat- 


rons and Friends in Vermont, for their liberal exertions in favor of this 
Institution. 

Resolved, That Brethren Hascart and Kenpricx superintend the 
printing, and distribution of the doings of this Meeting. 

Resolved, That the next Annual Meeting be held the first Wepnrs- 
pay in June, at the Baptist Meeting House in Hamilton, at ten o’clock, 


A. M, 
Appointed Elder Witxey to preach the Introductory Sermon, and 
Elder Purwaw his substitute. . 


. OBED WARREN, Moderator. 
Danze, Putnam, Clerk. 


- Tue newly elected Boarp of Trustees immediately convened, 
and appointed . 
Rey. OBED WARREN, President ; 
Deacon SAMUEL OSGOOD, Treasurer; 


Rev. NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Secretary, 


Appointed » 
Rey. JOHN PECK, : 
OBED WARREN, eve 
ELON GALUSHA, . ExecutiveCommittee; 


ELIJAH F. WILLEY, 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, 


Appointed Rev. Jorn W. Cxranx, General Agent. 
Appointed Rey. Crank Se Agent for Vermont: 


10 
Subscriptions and Donations, 


Obtained by Elder Crank Kenprick, in the State of Vermont, and in 
Washington County, New-York. 
[In the following List the letter (d) stands for Donations.] 


‘ Cornwall, , David Farnham, $ 20 00 
Henry Greene, $40 00 ° Amos Thompson, 10 00 
Brandon. § Nancy Thompson, 10 00 
John Conant, 50 00% Jesse Thompson, 10 00 
Jonathan Meriam, 25 00 ns H. D. Smith, 10 00 
Daniel Avery, 20 00 $ Oliver Sandford, 20 00 
Oliver M. Smith, 7 00 ° Elisha Ashley, 50 00 
Stephen Hall, 5 00 5 Joseph Yarwood, d 1 00 
Caleb Knowlton, 20 00 ° Westhaven. ; 
Josiah Parmeter, d 1 00% John Stearns, 10 00 
Widow G. Hall, d 1002 Clarendon. 
Harvey Hall, d 20 0} Le Walker, 5 00 
A. M. Sanderson, d 2 00 2 Nathaniel Culver, 5 00 
New-Haven. ae John Havens, 5 00 
Semuel Phelps, 25 00 ? Wallingford. —Lent Trus, d 0 50 
Jacob Hoyt, 10 00 3 Wells. 
Orwell. 2 David Ward, ~ 5600 
Ichabod Higgins, 20 00 Dorset. 
Jacob Whitmore, 25 00 2 Cyrenius M. Fuller, 10 00 
Pittsford. § Asa Baldwin, 8 00 
Eben Conant, 20 uP ¢ Cyrenius Armstrong, 5 00 
Moses P. Kemp, 5 0 Ira. 
Elwin Andrews, 10 ed : Nathan Collins, 10 00 
Thomas Hammond, 30: 00 ¢ Joseph Collins, 5 00 
Deacon Weller, d 1 00 " Benoni Collins, 5 00 
Hon. C. Handee, d 1 004 ° Preserved Fish, d 5 00 
Gordon Newell, 1 00 ; Nath. Willmoth, 8 00 
Middlebury. 2 Justin Collins, 5 00 
Hiram Langdon, 10 00 $ Jason Newton, 5 00 
Bridport. ¢ Josiah Mason, -5 00 
William Bellener, 20 00 ; Arlington. 
Rutland. 2 A. Ailsworth, 5 00 
Daniel Ford, 20 004 Jeptha Beebe, 5 00 
Samuel Griggs, 20 0 002 Asa Loomis, 5 00 
Robert Pierpont, d 2 3 § Moses M’Kee, 5 00 
Wm. Fay, d » 65 Manchester. 
Capt. William Jenkins, 2.0 083 ohn S. Pettibone, 20 00 
C. K. Williams, 1 002 ¢ Joseph Burr, 20 00 
R. Temple, 2 005 His Exc. Richard Skinner, 20 00 
William Drake, 1 00 9 Josiah Burton, ~ 10 00 
Middletown. § Calvin Sheldon, 10 00 
Joel Dayton, 20 00 2 James Wheaton, 10 00 
Poultney. § Truman Hill, 8 00 


Johnson Matteson, 
John Smith, 
Benjamin Sutherland, 
Joel Pratt, d 
Shafisbury. 
Seaman Wright, 
Joseph Wright, 
John Fuller, jun. 
Ebenezer Clark, 
Isaaiah Matteson, 
Jonas Galusha, 
J. Draper, 
Nathan H. Bottom, 
Norman Hinsdill, 
M. Huntington, 
Russel Loomis, 
Isaac Dyer, 
David Matteson, 
Daniel Tinkham, 
Oliver Whipple, 
Thomas Matteson, jun, 
Samuel Sturdevant, 
Simeon Bottom, esq. d 
Charles Diah, d 
Joshua Munro, d 
William Imus, d 
Amos Galusha, d 
Isaaiah Matteson, 
Henry Huntington, 
Hampton. 
William Miller, 
Whitehall. 
Gideon Searls, 
Cornelius Jones, 
Granville. 
Salome Fletcher, 
Nathan S. Gellky, 
Jacob Savage, 
Samuel Everts, 
Jdénathan Brown, jun. 
Elias Dayton, 
John Fitch, 
Leach Waldo, 
Richard Savage, 
Salmon Chapin, 
Leonard Gibbs, 
Jehiel Dayton, d 
Fort Ann. 
Dilly Otis, 
Samuel Cook, 
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$8 00 $ Jehiel Ashley, 
6 00 ¢ Lorana Baker, 
: 00 $ James Ashley, 


2005 Do. paid 1 year’s interest, 


S Thaddeus Dewey, 

10 Oo 2 Jarvis Martin, 
10 oo $ Polly Dewey, 

8 00 2 Richard Keech, 
20 008 Calvin Mason, 
20 00 ¢ Amos Bush, d 
20 00 ° John Hulburt, d 
10 002 § Joseph Bull, d 
20 00 George Clark, d 
10 002 ¢§ Oran Barker, 

5 00 ° Phinehas Spencer, 
20 00 2 Sardis Otis, 
10 99 § Thompson Mason, 


10 00% Hartford. 


10 00 ° Joel Carrington, 
7 002 David Oatman, 
19 008 

g 00% Daniel Cook, 

1 00 2 Jonathan Bellamy, 

1 a ‘ Hiram Cole, 

1 004 James Bently, 

0 fe Amos Morse, 

1 00 § Jeremiah Finch, d 
1 
0 


00 : Queensbury. 


50 John Brayton, 
S James Vaughn, 
30 00 % Jacob Odell, 
§ Asa Moss, 
20 00 ° Samuel Cole, 
10 00 2 Solomon King, 
2 > Joel Winchip, 
5 00 § John Martin, 
5 00 ¢ Stephen Vaughn, 
50 00 § Sweet Brayton, 
5 00 9 Chester Cook, d 
10 00 4 Layton Bennet, 
25 00 2 Salem, 
20 004 Stephen Estee, 
20 00S David Russel, d 
20 00 § John Crary, d 
5 008 James Harvey, @ 


14 00 Joseph Hawley, d 


2g 00 Jackson. 


; Arden Heath, 
5 00 ¢ William M’Grach, d@ 
7 004 Doct, J. Dorr, 


Kingsbury. 


“$5 00 


5 00 
10 Oo 


A friend, $0 
, Cambridge. 

Amon Fowler, 14 
Rev. Mr. Bullion, ee! 


Edward Long, ) 
White Creek. 

James Wibert, 5 

. Austin Wells,d 1 

Aaron Vales, d 1 

Daniel P, Carpenter, d 9) 
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50 $ Zara Wait, d 

° William Lamport, d 
00 § Hosick. — 
00 Esek Bussey, 

50 § Abraham Keech,» — 

° William Goodrich, 
00 § Reuben Clark, ; 
00 2 Freeborn Sweet, 

00 § Benajah Burgess, 
50 $ Jonathan Eddy, d 


—3 +e 


— $1 00 


2 00 


‘10 00 
5 00 
10 00 

10 00 
& 00 
5 00 
1 00. 


The following Subscriptions and Donations, obtained by Elder Jozi W. 
Crark, are to be paid mostly in Produce, at the cash price, when deliv- 


ered 7n Hamilton. 


Paris, Dec. 1820. 
Charles Allen & Son; 4 shares 
Factory stock, on which is 
paid, $252 
Jonathan Green, 6 shares do. . 


on which is paid, 375 
Chartes Allen, jun. 1 
John Budlong, 40 
Henry Stone, 5 
John Davis, 15 


David Budlong, jr. 15 
David Budlong, 5 bushels of 
corn, 
Pardon Allen, 
Stephen Allen, 
Joseph Stone, | 
Cyrus Stone, 1 
Asahel Merrill, 5 
Josiah Smith, 5 
Contributicn, (0) 
Joseph Eastman, 3 
Litchfield, Jan. 1821. 
Contribution, 2 


Thomas Davis, 14 
Thomas Brown, 15 
Nathaniel Ball, 14 


Frankford. 

_ Stukely Allen, furnace ware, 10 
Daniel Budlong, do, 10 
Chauncey Hannahs, do. 10 
Nathaniel Crandall, do. 5 
Lemuel Tuttle, do. 1 
Luther Jephson, do. 2 


S Jehiel Hungerford, do. 

° Benjamin Bentley, do. 

§ Center Allen, do. 
00 S Gideon Dodge, do. 
Simeon Lee, do 


00 § Benjamin Budlong, der 


50 Winfield. 
00 § Anthony Rhodes, 
00 ¢ Avery Rhodes, 
00 4 Jessaniah Holmes, 
00 Edmiston. 
§ Contribution, 
2 Hartwick. 
00 ¢ Contribution, 
00 § Ziba Newland, 
00 ¢ John Bostwick, 
00 $ A friend, 
00 ¢ Asahel Whipple, 
00 '§ Comfort Cook, 
62 2 Daniel D.Caulkins, — 
75 § George Pierce, 

® David Kendall, 
30 § Victoria Kendall, 
00 2 Middlefield, 
00 Contribution, _ 
00 ¢ Joshua L, Pinney, 

: Mr. Pinney’s children, 
(ole) Benjamin Sawin, 
00 § Westford. 
00 $ Edward Wright, 
60 § George Colton, 
00 2 Bridgewater. 
00 § Contribution, 


bs 9 

or Go © mt em tc 9 ~ 
o 
—) 


_— 


to 


* Brookfield, 


Henry Clark, $2 

Welcome Clark, 1 

NathanielCrumb, 1 
Fabius. 


George Pettitt, 
Aaron Benedict, 


Margaret Webster, 3 
Eli Webster, 25 
Samuel Webster, 8 
Benjamin Brown, 15 


Roland Carter, 
Philip Carter, 
Russel Chase, 
Oliver Lewis, 4 
Adonijah Carter, 2 
Elias Keeney, 2 
Elijah St. John, 
Stephen Tripp, 5 
Saul C. Upson, 5 
.Nathaniel Bacon, 
Simon Keeney, 
John Keeney, 
John P. Wallace, 
Stephen Couch, 
Jacob Waterbury, 
Benjamin Hills, 
Abel Clough, 
Walter G. Dye, 
Charles Rich, 
Henry K. Webster, 
John Phelps, 
Sarah Cogswell, 
_ Noah Joslin, 
John Doubleday, 
Mrs. Blakesley, 
Elder Blakesley’s children, 0 


_— 
KB mOWOOnWNNAAAAL = 


Jonathan Lewis, 10 

Mrs. Lewis, 

Mrs. Waterbury, 1 

Thomas Keeney, ) 

Peter Allen, 20 

Elisha Allen, ra) 
De Ruyter. 


Caleb Smith, 
Hammond Short, 
Hubbard Smith, 
Abraham Hart, 
Thomas Maxon, 8 
James Burt, Po 
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§ William Bly, 
00 ¢ Abraham Payne, 
00 § Bailey Crandall, 
00 ¢ Leonard Waters, 

§ Mrs. Waters, 
00 : Thomas Fairbanks, 
00 5 Ira Gage, 
50 N Samuel Gage, 
oo 4 William Carpenter, 
00 2 James Bly, 
004 Truxton. 
00 © Charles Vincent, 
00 , Reuben Risley, 
00 > Maria Schermerhorn, 
004 Marcellus. 
00 5 Jonathan Reed, 
00 § EbenezerEdwards, 
oo S William Strong, 
00 ¢ Spafford. 
00 § Albinus Hutchins, 
oo ¢ Chauncey Gillet, 


oo § John Knapp, ¢ 


00 n Jacob Reed, 

oo § Amos Palmer, 

oo ¢ P. R. Gorton, 

00 § Joshua Palmerly, 
oo ¢ Richard H. Gifford, 
oo § Samuel! Allen, 

00 ° Jobn Smith, 

oo § John C. Bearse, 
00 Q Samuel Palmer, 
008 Sempronius. 
50 $ Joseph Stow, 

oo § Peleg Slade, 

oo $ John Williams, 

oo § Squire Robinson, 
145 Daniel Brown, 

00 § John Chamberlain, 


5 oo 5 Caroline Moore, 


00 § Daniel Cook, 
oo $ Abel Baker, 
oo § Rebecca French, 
25 S Jeremiah Stone, 

° Elijah Cheney, 
oo § Thomas Wash, 
00 ¢ Francis Fry, 
00S James Miller, jun. 
00 Q Chauncey Abbott, 
oo § Truman Shepherd, 
oo $ Jonathan Brown, 
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Jadith Havens, 
vy Homer. 
Samuel Griggs, 
A friend, 
Jared Babcock, 
Heman M’Clure, 
Heman M’Clure, 
Elisha Johnson, 
William Johnson, 
Wiiliam Johnson, 
Weaver Johnson, 
John Keep, 
Benajah Tubbs, 
Matthias Cook, 
William Andrews, 
Roswell Randall, 
William Bartlett, 
Obadiah Boyes, 
Samuel Nelson, 
Edward Allen, 
Thomas W. Knight, 
German. 
Joseph Sterling, 
Edward Southworth, 
Caleb Burlinghame, 
Ebenezer Wakley, 
David M’Whorter, 
Benjamin Davis, 
John Southworth, 
Jesse Eldridge, 
David B. Wakley, 


Edward Southworth, jr. 


Justus Pearce, 
Rebecca Pierce, 


$1 
as 


iso) 


to 


coe Ca Gare oe © Oe 


s 


r 


oe, 8 


60 § Sally Trisket, =e 
g Sally Shipman, 
es ; Eunice Eldridge, 
° Hannah Sterling, 
00 Pamelia Fairchild, 


Cincinnatus, 


00 23 Ebenezer Andrews; 
> John M’ Whorter, 
Rr 0: Nathaniel Spencers 
> Isaac Mead, 
an a Daniel M. Wakley, 
00 2 Glover Short, 
84 2 Pharsalian 
00 ) John Dye, 
002 Perez Hakes, 
oo * Hendrick Crane, 
50 5 Lodowick Weaver, 
oo > Philuria Weaver, 
00 4 Polly Weaver, 
oo 5 Betsey Brown, 
oo ¢ Roxana Brown, 
S Celestia Brown, 
o 0 Matilda Weaver, 
oo $ Joshua Chapin, 
00 2 Abigail Chapin, 
oo $ Cynthia Minor, 
00 ° Lury Breed, 
00 § Rebecca Cougal, 
Rebecca Brown, 
00 Lisle. 
00 ° Jesse Lewis, 
00 3 Seth Lewis, 
00 
00 ] Total, 
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FIFTH eth 


ANNNUAL MEETING 


Baptist Education Society 


STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


—>—— 


SERMON by Elder Sexy anvs Negi! from Matthew xv. 32. “‘ He 
had compassion on the multitude.” 


A Moderator and Clerk were chosen. 


The Board of Trustees made a Report of their doings the year past. 
That they appointed Elder Joon WCiarx General Agent for the year, 


and Elder Crank Kenpricx Agent for Vermont ; and authorised the Ex- 
ecutive Committee to make further appointments of Agents, as the state 
of the Institution in their judgment may require :—That the General 
Agent, and the Agent in Vermont, together with Elders Ozep Warren, 
Joun Pecx, ABRAHAM Witxians, Dantex Hascaut and Naruanien 
Kenpricx, who had respectively acted as Agents, fora time, by ap- 
pointment from the Executive Committee, all made returns of their 
eervi ces, to the satisfaction of the Board :—That the Board had heard, 

pproved the doings of the Executive Committee. 


The Report of the Board was approved. 


The Executive Committee proceeded to lay before the Society, the 
following Rerort:— _ 


our Committee iefing arrived at the expiration of the time for 
nich they were appointed, beg leave to lay before you their official 


4 proceedings, in the following 
REPORT. 


Be 
Kae upon the daties of their office, this Committee found 
en Beneficiaries under your patronage, with $34 50, in the treas- 
\d arrears to a considerable amount for board and other expenses, 
1 drafts had been gee on the treasury, but remained unan- 
It was ascertained after the General Agent had been about 


vine providence had rendered it impracticable for him to spend 


% 


ks in the service of the Society, that the peculiar occurrences” 


~ 


A 


much more time for the Society, during the year. An addition of eight 
have been made to the number of Béneficiaties: making in all twenty- 
two ; besides a number, who pay their own expenses. 

As the number of Students increased, an Assistant to the principal 
Teacher became necessary, and a brother Zenas Morse, a late gradu- 
ate of Hamilton College, was obtained.—Brother Kenprick has been 
employed to instruct the senior class in moral philosophy and divinity. 

At the opening of the spring Mr. Morse had a call to instruct the 
Hamilton Academy, in the same building with the Theological School. 
It was thought advisable to place a number of the Students, who were 
engaged in the languages under his care, which would supercede the 
necessity of continuing an assistant to Elder Hascatt, and be a course 
Jess expensive to the Society. A contract had previously been made, 
to have the Students baarded a year, ending with the 20th of February, 
at a dollar a week, including their washing and lodging; the principal 
part of which might be paid in produce, if found more gonvenient for 
the Society. ; 

As the number of Students increased, there was Seltéinand for more 
classical books to supply them, and this Committee authorised a pur- 
chase to the amount of $98 07. 

The Treasurer appointed last year, having ultimately declined serv- 
ing, an arrangement was made with Deacon Samuen Payne, to act as 
treasurer during the year. 

__ At no period since the rise of the Institution, has the executive de- 
partment had equal embarrassments ‘to encounter, with those which 
occurred the first three-quarters of the year. The increased expenses 
reeesoned by an additional number of Students, and an assistant teach- 
; the providential failure of the General Agent, and the want of a 
more effective arrangement to collect the interest due on donations ; 
dictated to this Committee every prudent and practical effort, and an 
unshaken reliance on the aids of Divine Providence. Individuals of the 
Committee engaged as Agents, whenever they found it practicable, “A 
gether with Brother Hascani: Elder Witirams was also employé 
the fall and winter, to make collections of interest and produce, and 
obtain additions to the funds, where he found it convenient. : 

Your Agent, in Vermont, has been prevented by ill health and other 

interpositions of Providence, from spending much time in the service of 
the Society, as appears by his report: As far, however, as he has at- 
tended to the business of the Institution in that quarter, he has suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a liberal patronage, which is regarded as a pledge 
of future success. In addition to collections made at different times in 
this region, what has been recently obtained in contributions and inter- 
est, by Brother Warren, at the West, and by the General Agent, at. 
the East, have been sufficient to discharge the current expenses of the 
Institution during the year, and to leave a api in i easy of 
$172 54. 

The Funds, which at the last. Annual Mectite amounted to about 
$14,000, have been but little increased since that time. 

Considerable encouragement has been given bya respectable number 
of Females in different parts of the country, that they will render assis- 


=o 


inthe 


o 
tance in clothing indigent Students. A number of Female Societies 
have been formed for that purpose. 

Five of the Students, whose theological studies the last year have 
been conducted by Brother Kenpricx, have completed their education, 
_ and are prepared to leave the School ; the remaining seventeen, have 

so far advanced in the classics, that about half of them are in readiness 
to enter upon moral philosophy, and christian theology. 

Your Committee have made the following appropriations, to meet the 

expenses of ie toy the year past. 


Ti Paid by Order on the Treasurer. 
To Danie! Hascall, for services as teacher, _ $249 38 


a W. Clark, for services and expenses as General Agent, 68 96 


aniel Hascall, for books, | . 98 O07 
Do. for monies paid at the boarding house, | 40 56 
Abraham Williams, for 11 weeks services and expenses, as 
Agent, — CP, ek? 9.93 
Joseph Colwell, for boarding Students, 40 00 
Nathaniel Kendrick, for 6 3-4 weeks services and expenses, 
as Agent, 42 25 


Taxes on ten Shares in Cotton and Woolen Factory in Paris, 10 00 
Zenas Morse, assistant teacher, for 54 1-3 weeks services, 150 65 
Danie! Hascall, for payments at the boarding house, 105 
Obed Warren, for 10 1-2 weeks services and expenses, as 


Agent, 4. ™ 65 55 
John Peck, for services as Agent, 9 15 00 
Nathaniel Kendrick, for services instructing senior class, 43 00 


A contract was again made last February, to have all the charity Stu- 
dents boarded the ensuing year, for a dollar a week, including lodging 
and washing, one-fifth to be paid in cash, and four-fifths in produce ; 
wheat, 75 cents a bushel. They have usually preached at least one 
half the time in vacant Churches, in the vicinity, for which a small 
compensation is had in produce and articles of clothing. Several of 
them have instructed Schools during the winter. The spirit of industry 

_ and zeal for the knowledge and glory of Gop, and also of unanimity, 
which has sd generally appeared among them ; has been a source of 
gratification, and a pledge of their future usefulness in the kingdom’ oP 

God’s grace. bs : 

The promptitude with which the people in Hamilton are executing 
the conditions, on which the Seminary was located in that place, presents 
_ a favorable prospect, that every advantage will be realized to the Insti- 
tution, which dictated the location. They intend to complete the stone 
* ilding they have undertaken for the Society, within the time allowed 
pes is to be 36 by 64 feet, and three stories high. 
‘an unshaken conviction, that the good hand of Gop is upon this 
Institution, making it a part of that great system of means, by which he 
will accomplish in the ages to come, the exceeding riches of his grace ; 
your Cpmmittee are confident in the opinion, that the expectation of its 
Patrons and the Public generally, will not be disappointed. Although its 
funds are comparatively small, yet it has assisted, since its rise in 1817, 
é- , ‘ 
’ 


. iia, 
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twenty-nine young men, who had been proved and licensed by the 
Churches ; seventeen of whom remain under its patronage. 

The caution to the Churches should be again repeated, that they re- 
commend no one to this Institution, of whose piety and call to preach 
they have any doubts. The glare of talents and the ambition of youth 
should never be substituted, in the christian minister, for the one thing 
needful. 

Your Committee take the liberty to recommend the adoption of the 
proposed amendments of the Constitution, making it the duty of the Board 
to report their doings at the Annual Meeting of the Society. They also 
recommend the employment of a General Agent, who shall devote his 
whole time to the duties of the office. It is obvious from former expe- 
rience, that this measure is indispensible to the interests of the Institu- 
tion. Also, that an Agent be continued in Vermont. 

With an eye to the directions of the Constitution, and the guidance 
of acontrouling Providence, your Committee have endeavored to pur- 
sue the most obvious dictates of duty, in the execution of that trust re- 
posed in them, and identified with the best interests of the Institution. 

The whole is most respectfully submitted. ; 


OBED WARREN, 7 

JOHN PECK, ee 

ELIJAH F. WILLEY, ‘+ Executive Committee. 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, | 

ELON GALUSHA, J 


The above Report was accepted. 
Brethren JonatHan Otmsteap, Samuet W. Osoop and JoseeH Cot- 
WELL, were appointed to audit the Treasurer’s Report. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
The ‘ Barrrst Epucation Socrery,’’ in Cash Account current with 
their Treasurer, SamueL Payne, Dr. 


1321. 

June 4, To balance paid on an order of the Com- Paid. 
mittee, drawn by N. Kendrick, for $46 95 $24 30 
Lo. do. do. 76 25 86 
Do. do. do. by J. W. Clark, 81 8 80 
6, Do. do. do. do. i 163 12 92. 12 

July 5, Order of the Committee, drawn by N. — P 
Kendrick, a "47 00 
August 8, Do. do. E. F. Willey, om! 
Do. do. do. 98 07 
Sept. 19, Do. do. N. Kendrick, ‘ 40 56 
Dect 5, Do. do. in favor of Mr. Williams, by do. 44 43 
Do. do. of J. Colwell, do. *i 40_00 
11, Do. do. of D, Hascall, do. Wem £29785 

1822. ‘a 
March 6, Do. do: do. do. 25 00 
Do. do. + do. do. | 42 25 


Do. do, Z. Morse, da. 40 00 


- 
. 


"4 
April 16, To balance paid on an order of the Com- 


mittee, in favor of Mr. Williams, drawn 
by N. Kendrick, 


Do. do. do. do. 
Do. do. O. Warren, do. 
March 6, Do. do. do. do. 
I do. do. do. 
June" -5, | Do 1s de. W. Winsor, do. 
Do. a6"... do. J. W. Clark,do. 
Do. do. N. Kendrick, by 
we? : ; O. Warren, $46 32 
Dower he “ dos O Warren, by 
ray oe N. Kendrick, 
Do. — do. Z Morse, for 
Do. do. D. Hascall, 
Do do. do. 


May 5, Order per N. Kendrick, to John Peck, 


To a balance, 


CONTRA, Cr. 
1821. 
July 23, By cash from two Ladies, by Elder Otis, 


$1608 34 
172 54 


—— 


$1780 88 


00 8§ 


Do. received of the General Agent, J. W. Clark, 338 00 


Aug. 8, Do. Interest of Jason Lee, 
9, Do. Sundry payments of interest, 
Do. Interest of Mr. Winsor, 


Do. do Z Beebee, 
Do. do. S. Miner, 
Sept.21, Do do. J Johnson, 
Do. do. J. Anderson, 
Do do received from Preston and Cazenovia, 
Dec. 1, Do. Cash from Litchfield Female Mite Society, 


5, Do Interest collected by D. Hascall, 
Cash collected by Mr Williams, 
Payment of Elder Williams, 
4 Cash received by D. Hascall, of Clark Kendrick, 
4] 7, Do. do. J. W. Clark, 


11, Female friend, by the hand of W. B. Curtiss, 


Cash, per John Peck, 
Cash of Elder Warren, in October, 1821, 
1822° 
March 6, Cash received by N. Kendrick, 
‘s Interest of Moses Eells, 
Feb. — Cash received by D. Hascall, 
Do, do. J. Peck, 
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April 16, Cash received by Elder Williams, ? te $26 70 
May 13, Interest collected by E. Galusha, “16 206 
21, Cash of C. Kendrick, by J. W. Clark, 179 34 
Do. collected by J. W. Clark, 108 80 
288 14 


June 3, Cash, collected by Elder Williams, 
4, Payment of Adrian Foote, 
of S. Spalding, 
of Elisha Willis, 
of W. Windsor, 
of J. Sheffield, 
of S. W. Osgood, 
of J. Holmes, on a note, 
Collected by O. Warren, April 17, 


fon) 

CD ek ee et feb et feet 
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On 


5, Collected by O: Warren, ; 441 53 
Cash of J. W. Clark, received in payment for bond, 30 00 
Interast af J. Peck, 7 00 

of Isaac Skinner, 1 00 
John Osborn, 10 00 
By Elder Williams, 12 6¢ 

of Calvin Philleo, 1 00 

of Robert Adams, 1 00 

of Betsey Johnson, B21 00 

1780 88 


_ Tne undersigned, having been appointed a Committee, by the Bap- 
tust Education Society of the State of New-York. to audit the accounts of 
their treasurer, find a balance in his hands of one hundred and seventy- 
two dollars and fifty-four cents. 

J. COLWELL, 
June 12, 1822. S. W. OSGOOD. 


Account of Cloth and Produce. 


Balance of Cloth, and other 5 field, in Clothing, $14 25 
Articles in the treasury ° do. do Cash 3 56 
last year $24 50S Female Mite Society, in 

Received from Female So- Paris, 12 00 
siety, in Corinth, 16 50%Female Mite Society, in ~ 

do. do. four 2 Granville, Bed and Bed-- 
pair of Socks, at 4s. 2005 ding, a pair of Soekgcend 
do. from Female Soci- ° Towel, © a 25 00 
ety, by the hand of Elder § Euuice Eldridge, German, 
Clark, 14 1-2 yds. of cloth - 2. 1 pair Socks, 1 pair Mit- 
at 10s. 17818 tins, ' 1 00 
10 pair of Socks, at 4s, 5 00 ° Mrs. Eells, Manlius, 1 Vest, 1 00 
Female Society in Litch- § Joseph Moss, New-Berlin, 


al 
200 yds. of Cotton Cloth, $25 00 § Drawn out of the treasiiz 


3 
ey 


Received by the Treasurer, g  ury, by order, for Stu- Athy 
in addition to the above, § dents, - $476 73 
in cloth,&c. 365 062." - 
———— 4 Balance of clothing, &c, 
$5u8 18° in the treasury, $55 89 


In addition to the above, the following sums in Produce, &c. have been 
received by Elder Hascaxr, and paid over for boarding and clothing 
Students, except a small balance in his hands, to be adjusted hereafter. 


Collected by Elder Warren S$ . Collected in Delphi, in 
in Pompey, Manlius, On- Q _ grain, $15 25 

ondaga, and Marcellus, 5 Juvenile Society in 
62 3-4 bushels of wheat, : Whitesborough, 10 37 


at 6s. $47 96 § Female Benevolent So- 

25 do. rye, at 3s. 9 378 ciety, in Kingsbury 

565lbs.Pork,at36s.cwt. 33 905 and Hartford, 13 75 

21 1b. Cheese, 1 34 ° Charles Randall, Nor- 

1 1-2 bushels dried Ap- s wich, 8 00 

ple&, at 10s; 1 87 ° Robert Richardson, Ver- 

1 Calf Skin, 2 004 non, 20 00 

1 pair Shoes, 1 50% Tuition of Students not 

I Bridle, 1 254 charity Scholars, 80 42 
Received from Societies, >) ' ae 

supplied by Students, 338 02 ¢ “ $584 07 


Resolved, That the following Amendments be made to the Constitu: 
tion of this Society, to wit : 


1. That the Board of Trustees be required to make Report of their . 


doings to the Society annually. 

2 That the President be authorized, at the request of three of the 
Trustees, to call a special meeting of the Board. 

Chose by ballot, Seurre Munroe, Esenezer Wakerey, Syivanvus 
Haynes, Samvext Payne, Carvin Puiiieo, JoserH Moss, Guy Carter, 
Cuarces Bascocx, Seneca B. Burcaarp and Naruanier Kenpaick, 
Trustees for the ensuing year. 

Appointed Narnantet Kenprick to superintend the printing and dis- 
tribution of the Minutes of this Meeting. 

Resolved, That the next Annual Meeting of this Society be holden on 

. the first Wepnespay in June next, at i0 o'clock, A, M. inthe Village 


» of Hamilton. 
Appointed Elder Sparpine, to preach the introductory Sermon. 


SQUIRE MUNROE, Moderator. ‘y 


Esenezer Waxecey, Clerk. 7 ae 
B 


pail 


10 


The newly elected Board of Trastees immediately convened and ap- 


pointed 


Hon. SQUIRE MUNROE, President,’ 
Elder DANIEL HAS TALL, Treasurer, 


rae 


Elder NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Secretary, 


Appointed 


Elder JOHN PECK, 
JOEL W. CLARK, 


DANIEL HASCALL, 
NA?HANIEL KENDRICK, 


Deacon JONATHAN OLMSTED, 


Appointed Eider Obed Warren, Agent for six months. 
Appoiated Elder Clark Rendrick, Azent for Vermont. 
Appointed Elders Clark Kendrick, Henry Greene, Isaac Sawyer, Abel 
Woods and Deacon Thomas Hammond, Examining Committee for the 


state of Vermont. 


Executive Committee 


my al 


te dy 


4 


Referred further appointments of Agents to the Executive Commit- 


tee. 


Adjourned to the Tuesday before the first Wednesday in June next, 
to meet at five o’clock, in the village of Hamilton. 


NATHANIEL KENDRICK, a 


Attest. 


’ 


a 
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The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Americas 
CotonizatTion Society, was held in the Capitol, 
Washington City, on Thursday, February 20th, 
1823. 

In the Absence of the President and Vice-Pre- 
sidents, General Charles F. Mercer was called to 
the Chair. The Annual Report was then read by 
the Agent; and,on motion of George Washington 
Parke Custis, Esq. 

Resolved Unanimously, 

That the thanks of this Society are due to the 
Managers and Officers of the Society, for the faith- 
ful discharge of their duties during the past year. 

On the motion of General R. G. Harper, 

Resolved Unanimously, 

That the thanks of this Society be presented 
to the President and Officers of the Massachu- 
setts Society, to aid in the suppression of the 
Slave Trade; for the kind assistance lent by them 
to the Agent of the Board in his recent visit to 
New-England ; and that they be assured that this 
Society entertain for them sentiments of high con- 
sideration and esteem. 

On the motion of Gen. W. Jones, © 

Resolved Unanimously, 

That this Society gratefully acknowledge their 
obligations to Governor sir Charles M‘Carthy, sir 
Charles Grant, the Hon. K.Macauley, the Rey. Mr. 
Flood, Dr. Shower, and the Rev. Mr. Johnson of 
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Sierra Leone, for their kind attention to the Socie- 

ty’s Agent, and to the Colonists during their resi- 

dence at Fourah Bay. 

On the motion of the Hon. Wm. D. Williamson, 
Resolved Unanimously, 

That the thanks of this Society be given to Dr, 
Eli Ayres, for bis important services, while acting 
as Agent on the coast of Africa. 

On the motion of Mr. Gurley, 

Resolved Unanimously, 

That this Society cherish a grateful remem~ 
brance of the pious exertions of the late Mrs. 
Ashmun. . 
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REPORT. 


Great designs are in their execution, seldom attended 
with immediate success. This remark is most strikingly 
true, of those designs which tend to improve the civil 
and moral condition of mankind. 

Those causes which change the characters of nations, 
though they may be simple in their nature, and certain 
in their result, are usually slow in their operation ; and it 
is not until long after the first influence is felt on the 
public mind, that they are known in their full and extend- 
ed power. 

The Board of Managers of the American Colonization 
Society, commenced their efforts. with no hope of ex- 
emption from those discouragements, which are occa- 
sionally felt by all who labour in the cause of humanity 
and virtue. They knew, too well, the ordinary fate of 
benevolent enterprizes, to imagine that their progress 
would be unimpeded ; and they saw, too clearly, the diffi- 
culties peculiar to their own object, to expect its accom- 
plishment, without the experience of both opposition and 
calamity. 

Who that is accustomed to reflection, does not per- 
ceive that the design of our Society, while it appeals for 
aid to the interest of the South, to the humanity of the 
North, and to the religion of the whole country, is neces- 
sarily of such a character, as to array against it the pre- 
judices of numerous individuals throughout the land. 
Hence the Managers have been represented by some, as 
the enemies of subordination ; by others, as the advocates 
of slavery, and by others, as deranged with enthusiasm. 


& 
es 

Conscious, however, of the rectitude of their prineiples, 
and convinced of the feasibility of their plans, they have 
persevered, confident that their motives will one day be 
duly appreciated, and trusting their cause to the Ruler of 
the world. 

It is with no ordinary pleasure, that the Board express 
their opinion, that at no time since the institution of 
their Society, were their friends so numerous as at the 
present moment, nor public sentiment so favourable to 
their object. 

Recent public events did indeed excite feelings, es- 
pecially at the North, hostile to their design; but as 
these feelings had their origin, either in misapprehen- 
sion, or in that spirit of animosity which forms its judg- 
ments without the distinctions of reason, they have al- 
ready begun to subside: and the Board consider the 
remaining motions of enmity or dissatisfaction, as only 
“the workings of a sea, before a calm, which rocks 
itself to rest.”? This very opposition will, they doubt 
not, be rendered subservient to the interests of Africa: 
because the public mind, when settled into tranquillity, 
must discern the unreasonableness of its own prejudices ; 
and instructed by experience, must be prepared to aid 
the cause of Colonization, entirely convinced of its im- 
portance, and guarded forever against inconstancy and 
suspicion. 

Had the Board, in their last Report, predicted that 
before another anniversary, their proceedings would re- 
sult in some great achievement, demonstrating to all the 
world, the wisdom of their plans, they bad evinced un- 
derstandings as weak as their expectations were vain. 
That man is but ill prepared to act for the benefit of a 
world, whose benevolence is confined to present gene- 
rations, and who refuses to promote a scheme, because 
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postertty onl witness its completion, and enjoy she 
fulness of its salutary influence, 

Though in reviewing the past year, the Board find no 
extraordinary effects of their exertions, which they might 
relate for the sake of those who will act only in goncert 
with miraculous agency, yet they would be insensible to | 
religious duty, were they to fail in offering thanks to 
Heaven, for a measure of success equal to their expecta- 
tions ; sufficient to confirm hope and invigorate resolution. 

It will be recollected, that immediately after the pur- 
chase of a territory, Dr. Ayres, proceeded to Sierra 
Leone, for the purpose of removing the colonists to the 
spot selected for their establishment. . During their re- 
sidence at Fpural-Bay, several of the people showed a 
spirit of insubdrdination which required vigorous mea- 
sures for its¥uppression. When, therefore, it was an- 
nounced that on the first of January a vessel would sail 
for Cape Montserado, and thatall mustat that time be 
prepared for their departure, though the intelligence 
excited general joy, three or four individuals neglected 
the injunction, and remained as residents in the British 
Colony ; an event by no means to be regretted. 

The colonists arrived at Cape Montserado on the 7th 
of January. It was soon ascertained, that King Peter 
had been condemned by the other chiefs of the country, 
for the sale of the land, and threatened with the loss of 
his head; and that it had been decreed that our people 
should leave the coast. ‘This information was disregard- 
ed. The vessel was unloaded, and preparations were 
made for building. Another interview however, with 
the Kings was found indispensable. Here the previous 
intelligence was confirmed; but the firmness and energy 
of the Society’s Agent, checked me tising opposition and 


restored vgge: 
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During the month of February, disease prevailed among 
the colonists, and prevented any vigorous exertions. 
Several of the coloured people had, of necessity, re- 
mained at Fourah-Bay. These persons arrived at Montse- 
rado in)the Calypso, on the sixteenth of that month. Dr. 
Ayres, knowing that bis presence was demanded. at) 
Sierra Leone, immediately embarked in this vessel for 
Freetown: from which place, after having concluded the 
settlement of accounts, he received on board the: re- 
maining colonists, sailed for Montserado, and anchored at 
the Cape on the 7th of April. He found the Colony in 
confusion and alarm. <A British prize slave vessel had 
during his absence, solicited permission to take water 
from the Cape, and had received an aflirmative answer 
to her request. This vessel parted her cable and was 
thrown on shore. . The spirit of hostility, excited by a 
dispute between the Captain and one of the Kings, 
added to the powerful motive presented by the presence 
of a French vessel, waiting for her complement of 
slaves, induced the natives to attack her, with purposes 
of plunder. Several of our people engaged in her de- 
fence. In the contest which ensued, and which they in 
vain endeavoured to prevent, two of the natives were 
unfortunately killed ; and on the succeeding day, a Brit- 
ish soldier and one of our colonists. Through the cri- 
minal inadvertency of an English sailor, who discharged 
a cannon in the immediate vicinity of the store-house, 
this building took fire : and with it. most of the clothing, 
provisions, and utensils of the Colony were destroyed. 

Dr. Ayres perceived the necessity for an immediate 
convention of the Kings. In this convention, he gave a 
concise history of his proceedings since his arrival in Af- 
rica; and maintained with spirit and boldness his right to 
the purchased territory. After some opposition and de- 
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lay, the whole assembly, amounting to seventeen Kings 
and thirty-four half Kings, assented to the settlement of 
the colonists : and on the 25th of April, the American flag 
was hoisted on Cape Moontserado. 

The commencement of the rains, the unexpected dif- 
ficulty of building, and the impossibility of obtaining na- 
tive labour on account of the recent disturbances, con- 
spired to render the condition of the colonists at this time 

both critical and distressing. Dr. Ayres resolved on vi- 
siting the United States, to acquaint the Society with the 
necessities of the Colony, and to obtain supplies for its 
relief. Notwithstanding their discouraging circumstan- 
ces, most of the colonists, with a zeal and resolution 
highly honourable to their character, determined to re- 
tain possession of a territory acquired with so much dif- 
ficulty and so much suffering ; and therefore proceeded at 
once, with ardourand diligence, to prepare for a continu- 
ance at the Cape. Accompanied, however, by a few in- 
dividuals, the Agent again visited Sierra Leone, obtained 
provisions for the Colony, returned to Montserado, ap- 
pointed one of the most respectable colonists to act as su- 
perintendent during his abseuce ; and after witnessing with 
high satisfaction the peace and comparative prosperity of 
the Settlement, took passage for this country on the 4th 
of June. And here the Board would mention from 
among the colonists, as particularly worthy of commen- 
dation, for their good conduct, fortitude, and active co- 
operation with the Agent, amid his numerous perplexi- 
ties and discouragements, Elijah Johnston, Joseph Blake, 
Lot Carey, and Richmond Sampson. 

The Brig Strong, Captain Otis, sailed from Baltimore, 
on the 19th of June, having on board Mr. and Mrs. 
Ashmun, and thirty-five colonists. Mr. Ashmun was 
charged with the management of certain re-captured 
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Africans, and also received authority to act as temporary 

Agent of the Board. These re-captured Africans were 

from the State of Georgia, fifteen in number, rescued by 

the benevolence of our government from the claims of 
injustice, and now sent out under the protection and 

at the expense of the United States. The Strong ar-. 
rived at Montserado, on the 8th of August. Mr. Ashmun, 

according to. his instructions, immediately assumed the 

agency, adopted such regulations and proceeded to the 

execution of such works, as seemed likely to prove 

most conducive to the harmony and defence of the 

Colony. By the return of the Strong, the Society have 
been furnished with ample communications from the 
Agent ; particularly with his daily journal from the 8th 
of August to the 12th of September, which, when it is 
considered that it was written during the intervals of a 
violent fever, bears high testimony to the zeal and in- 
dustry of its author. It contains much important infor- 
mation, concerning the situation, harbour, soil and ad- 
vantages of the Colony, its present condition and neces- 
sities, and is enriched with many valuable remarks. 

Copious extracts from these Bepers will be found i in the’ 
Appendix * 

All the intelligence from Africa, during the last year, 
has served to confirm the Board in their previous opinions; 
and confident they are, that it is only requisite to diffuse 
correct information concerning the condition and pros- 
pects of the Colony, to obtain for it, from all parts of the 
country; that immediate aid, which will render it the 
perpetual light of Africa, and an eternal monument to 
our nation’s praise. 

There are now in Africa, about one hundred ‘and 
thirty settlers, occupying a station, which according to 
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English, as well as American testimony, surpasses in ad- 
vantages for a colonial establishment, any other situation 
on the coast.* A town has been commenced on a regular 
plan, comfortable houses constructed, and works thrown 
up for defence against the Barbarian poweis. The na- 
tives are generally amicable: and were it otherwise, 
little apprehension would be felt, since a concerted at- 
tack is altogether improbable, and each King can com- 
mand but a small force, destitute alike of conduct and 
courage. The harbour may with very small expense be 
rendered excellent; the lands are easily cleared and 
cultivated ; the soil is rich, and yields. in abundance the” 
most valuable productions of the tropical climates. Not 
an instance of sickness has occurred during the season, 
among those colonists who had passed one year in 
Africa; and the fever which attacked those who went 
out in the Strong, has in most cases been mild and easily 
subdued. ee! f 

It is with pain that the Board record the death of Mrs. 
Ashmun, whose Christian zeal and charity, will long be 
remembered at the Colony and admired in her native 
land. She fell a sacrifice to her disinterested kindness : 
as the Board have been informed, that during every in- 
termission of fever, while her strength permitted, she 
was found administering to the wants and alleviating the 
sufferings of others. 

The Managers cannot but consider the fact, that there 
prevails extensively, among the African tribes, a strong 
desire for our language, and the arts of civilized life, as 
one most auspicious, and which should administer re- 
proof to indifference, as well, as encouragement to 
effort. ; 

_ The principal King of the region bordering upon our 
Territory, expressed almost rapturous joy, when told that 
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his people should be instructed in the American method 
of manufacturing cloths, and earnestly requested Dr. 
Ayres, to bring his son to this country, and afford him: 
here the means of education. A comphance with thig 
request was prevented only, by the reluctance of the 
boy to leave his native shores. 

The present Agent, has already entered into negotia+ 
tions for trade, with several of the tribes, and also ad- 
mitted several African youths to a residence in the 
Colony ; and the Board indulge the hope, that the time 
is not remote, when their Settlement by its schools; and 
ministers, shall impart to many of these Barbarians, that 
knowledge which civilizes and elevates the character ; 
which softens and subdues the soul.* 

The disposition among the free people of cleat to 
emigrate to Africa, is daily increasing, nor can the Board 
doubt, that when the permanency of the Colony is no 
longer uncertain, vessels will be fitted out by them, at 
their own expense, from most of the cities of our coun- 
try. In Petersburg, (Virginia,) and its vicinity, they 
have already determined to make preparations fora 
voyage, and have requested the sanction of the Board to 
their proceedings. . A similar disposition has been mani- 
fested in other places. ’ 

The past year has also afforded evidence, to corrobo- 
rate the opinion, expressed by the Board in their former 
Reports, that many extensive proprietors of slaves will 
emancipate their servants, and aid in their transfer’ to 
Africa, as soon, as the Colony shall be prepared for their 
reception. The Managers cannot determine the ex- 
tent of this liberal disposition ; but when they reflect up- 
on the frequency of manumissions, wherever the law 
has imposed no restriction, when they consider the 
power of example, in whatever concerns the honourable, 

‘ * Appendix, No. 4, 
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and generous of human character, and especially,.when 
they recollect the institutions of their country, and the 
light of the age, they are induced to expect, that should 
prosperity attend the Colony, thousands now in servi- 
tude amongst us, will one day he freemen in the land of 
their ancestors.* 

It is well known, that nothing contributes so effec- 
tually to the safety and influence of an individual 
amongst uncivilized men, as a practical knowledge 
of the arts of more enlightened nations. The feelings 
of veneration and selfishness, peculiarly strong in un- 
cultivated natures, are enlisted at once in favour of 
him, who evinces powers that astonish by their might 
or mysteriousness, and are coveted for their utility. 
It has been, indeed, by the visits and exertions of 
* intelligent strangers,” that many rude tribes have 
been rescued from Barbarism, and elevated to import- 
ance and dignity among the nations of the world. “ In 
the early traditions of Greece and Italy, some traces of 
such sources of civilization may be found, and the ben- 
efactors of nations who were said to have descended 
from the skies and were honoured as gods, are reason- 
ably supposed to have been no other than intelligent 
foreigners, who first brought the useful arts of their own 
countries to a rude and ignorant people. A _ similar 
origin has been ascribed, to the civilization which was 
found in some kingdoms of South America on their first 
discovery by the Spaniards. If the nations of the old 
world had their Cadmus and Saturn, Peru had her 
Manco Capac, who instructed her once barbarous peo- 
ple in agriculture and the liberal arts, aud whose 
accidental arrival from some unknowu region probably 
gave rise to the fable of his descent from the Sun,’’t 
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The Board consider it as a matter of the first import- 
ance, that all those who may at this early period become 
residents at the Colony, should not only be persons of 
moral worth and industrious habits, but also possessed 
of that Agricultural or Mechanical skill which will secure 
them access to all the neighbouring nations, and give 
them an almost magical influence over the conduct of 
the Barbarians. 

The present condition of the natives in the vicinity of 
the Society’s Settlement, is most favourable to the efforts 
of the Philanthropist, and that an attempt to instruct 
them in the arts and Christianity will be successful, seems 
almost certain. The Slave Trade, checked in this part 
of Africa by the noble exertions of the American and 
British Naval Officers on the coast, no longer supplies the 
wants of the inhabitants ; so that they are compelled to 
look to a different commerce, for those foreign produc- 
tions to which they are immoderately attached, and 
even their subsistence seems to depend upon a change 
in their mode of life. But should the expectation of 
the Board, that the Slave Trade will soon be stigmatized 
by the unanimous decision of all the powers of Chris- 
tendom as an offence against the law of nations, be dis- 
appointed, much may be done towards its extermina- 
tion, by the influence of a Colony, which may open 
with the natives a legitimate commerce, furnish them 
with Agricultural utensils, instruct them in the Arts and 
the true Religion, and exhibit before them the superiour 
happiness of an humane, industrious, and Christian 
people. tb tel 

The Board are well convinced that an Institution, 
which might receive under its patronage coloured 
youths destined for the Colony, impart to them a know- 
ledge of Agriculture and the useful arts, and educate 
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them, in such a manner, as should best tend to ensure 
their industry, economy, subordisation and religion, 
would prove of incalculable advantage to their cause. 
It.is believed, that such an institution would not only 
support itself, but also pay the interest of the capital ex- 
pended inits establishment. The Board rejoice to learn, 
that something of this kind is already contemplated by 
several highly respected individuals ; and they trust that 
means will soon be furnished to complete the design. 
The Board are not able to say, whether .a resolution, 
urged upon the attention of the legislature of Georgia, 
by the Putnam Colonization Society, in their very able 
and interesting Report of the last year, and which, soon 
after, was unanimously adopted by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, has yet received the sanction of the Senate 
of that State. This resolution authorizes the Governor 
of Georgia, to turn over to the Colonization Society, 
after deducting the expenses incurred on account of 
Africans, the proceeds of the sales of sixty re-captured 
negroes, disposed of, in pursuance of the act of the legis- 
lature of 1817, for the benefit of the State. This act, 
it will be recollected, has since been arrested in its opc+ 
ration by a law of Congress, of the 3d of March, 1819. 
The Board cannot but hope, thatthe Senate of Georgia, 
will on this subject, yield to the powerfu! appeal made 
by their own citizens, to their “ intelligence, their patriot: 
ism and their humanity.” 
The events of the last year, have confirmed the 
Board in the belief, that the Slave trade, though at pre- 
sent extensively carried on, must soon finally and forever 
cease. ‘The enormities of this traffick have aroused the 
indignation of Christian nations, and they will suppress 
it. It is impossible that such an offence against justice, 
humanity, the dignity of our nature, and the voice of 
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God, should much longer be perpetrated with impunity. 
The sentiments of the age forbid it. They partake too 
much, of the kind, generous, and lofty spirit of Christi- 
anity, to suffer the continuance of this outrageous vio- 
lation of the most obvious principles of right, of the 
deepest, truest, and most sacred emotions of the heart. 

It will surely afford high gratification to the philanthro- 
pists of al} nations, to learn, that during the last year, the 
Society of Christian Morals in Paris, formed under the 
authority of the government, has appointed a committee, 
to devise such means, as may contribute most effectually 
to hasten the abolition of the Slave trade; which (in 
the language of this committee) is formally prohibited 
by the laws, and condemned by conscience, but contin- 
ued by cupidity.* This committee is composed of 
some of the principal characters in France. The Man- 
agers trust, that they will exert such an influence on 
the public mind, that the executive officers will be 
’ excited to do their duty ; and that the French flag will 
soon be rescued, from the opprobrious distinction, of 
alone protecting the Slave trade, on the north of the 
Equator. 

No event of the year, has given the Managers, more 
pleasure, than the formation at Boston, of the Massachu- 

setts Society, to aid in the suppression of the Slave trade. 
This Institution, established in consequence of the ap- 
plication of a gentleman who oflered his services for a 
few weeks to the Board, whether we consider the 
place of its origin, the character of its officers, or the 
regard expressed in its constitution for the Colonization 
Society, is entitled to high consideration, and demands 
from the Managers the most cordial expressions of respect 
and esteem.t 


* Appendix, No. 6, + Appendix, No.7. 
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The Board can no longer doubt, that their design 
has met the approbation of the most intelligent people 
in New-England, and that it will receive their. liberal 
and-continued support. 

It is gratifying to observe the sympathy and good feel- 
ing among enlightened and benevolent men of all nations, 
resulting from the mutual expression of their sentiments 
on the subject of the Slave trade, and from their com- 
bined exertions for its suppression. National animosities 
seem to be extinguished, local prejudices and political jeal- 
ousies are merged 1n one common sensibility to the suf- 
ferings of a bleeding people ; and we trust that the coal- 
ition of all Christian Powers against the Slave trade, will 
prove the commencement of an indissoluble union, 
which shall fix and perpetuate the peace of the world. 
Every citizen of the United States, must glory in the 
profound sense of duty, evinced by his own government, 
in its strenuous, efficient, and persevering efforts for the 
destruction of this traffick ; and rejoice in the honourable 
distinction enjoyed by his nation, on this account, in the 
opinion of intelligent foreigners. 

And here, the Board beg leave to introduce a passage 
from a foreign publication® of great celebrity, in which, 
the Report of the committee of Congress, to whom in 
1821, was referred so much of the President’s Message, 
as relates to the Slave trade, is mentioned in terms of 
the highest commendation, 

‘Upon this question,” (the right ofsearch) says this able 
writer, ** equally delicate and important, it is with peculiar 
satisfaction, that weconsider how powerful must be the au- 
thority and ivfluence of the line pursued by the Ameri- 
can States, not only, from the just weight of that great 
and free nation, but from the very natural prejudice en-. 


ps 


* Edinburgh Review. 
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tertamned by it against the belligerant right of search. 
The immortal bonour which the Americans have gained 
by their former exertions against the Slave trade, aug- 
mented by their recent enactments, classing it among 
piratical offences, willsoon, as it now appears, be con- 
summated by their accession to the principle for which 
we have been contending. 

“ A Report lies before us from a committee of Congress 
on this point, and nothing can be more judicious or en- 
lightened. The perusal of it, may well make those of 
our countrymen blush, who pass their lives in effeminate 
railing at their kinsmen in the new world, and who seem 
to delight in nothing so much as the rational hope, that the 
jealousies of two nations may be fanned into fierce and 
implacable hostility, at the time when each can least af- 
ford to lose the others assistance. The committee begin 
with showing,that a mutual right of search is indispensable 
to the object of abolition, as affording the only security 
against Slave traders taking refuge under the flag of 
any power, which should at any time, become less vigi- 
lant than the rest, ip executing its abolition laws. They 
then advert to the prejudices existing in America to this 
right, founded upon the opinions entertained respecting 
the practice of searching neutral vessels in time of war, 
and they deny, that the two kinds of search, are in 
principle, in any degree allied, and most justly ob- 
serve, that the unqualified admission of England, that 
no right at present exists of searching in time of peace, 
an admission both founded upon the decisions of our 
prize Courts, and evinced by the negotiation itself, ought 
to remove the principal objections against the new ar- 
rangements contended for. ‘They put the matter upon 
plain practical ground, when they add, that the ques- 
tion is, whether such an agreement will be benefi- 
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cial to the two nations, and they truly add, that all in: 
conveniences from the detention of vessels will be pre- 
cluded, by limiting the right of seizure to ships having 
slaves actually on board.” The writer then proceeds to 
make some quotations from the Report, prefacing them 
with the remark, ‘“‘ we believe a more gratifying exam- 
ple of sound principle, never was displayed ina state 
paper.”’ He concludes, “ The most sanguine hopes may 
therefore be entertained, that the question will be sa- 
tisfactorily adjusted between the English and Ameri- 
can governments. May we not, then, appeal to the 
body of our most enlightened European neighbours, 
and call upon them to stimulate their rulers, not only, to 
follow the example set by England and America, in 
classing the Slave Trade among heinous crimes, but to 
join them in that measure, which, if those three great 
maritime powers adopt it, must speedily become the law 

of nations.” * 
In conclusion, the Board return their thanks to the 
several Auxiliary Societies, and to all their friends, for the 
- assistance afforded to their object during the last year, and 
beg leave to press upon them the necessity of more 
vigorous and extensive exertions. A vessel chartered by 
the Society, having on board Dr. Ayres, and such a num- 
ber of colonists as can be accommodated, will sail in a 
few davs, from Baltimore to Liseria, the name of the 
purchased Territory on the coast. At this crisis of in- 
tense interest, when the weakness of the Colony renders 
it exposed to disasters, when causes which could not im- 
pair a firmer establishment, may work its destruction, 
when the momentous question is, shall Africa be freed, 
enlightened, saved, or shall her hopes be extinguished— 
perhaps forever : the Board canuot believe that they shall 
he denied the liberal contributions of their countrymen. 

* Appendix No. 8, 9. 
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They trust that the editors of public papers, and literary 
journals, will aid their design, by diffusing correct infor- 
mation concerning it, that the patriot will think of his 
country, and give it his influence, and that all the min- 
isters of Religion, will plead for it in the name of Heaven- 
If there are those who still believe the maintenance of 
Government in the Colony impracticable, to them the 
Board will only say, that on this subject no serious diffi- 
culty has as yet occurred; and that indeed, so intimate 
is the connection, between the interest of the settlers 
and their subordination, that rebellion would prove them 
alike destitute of reason and of self-regard. o 

But it is said that the colonists will soon mingle with 
the natives, and sink down into the rudeness and degrada- 
tion of the Barbarian character. But such a supposition 
is in contradiction, not only to every argument which 
may be fairly deduced from the principles of our nature, 
but also to the universal experience of mankind. Are 
not the love of superiority and the desire of admiration, 
among the most deeply seated sentiments in the human 
mind? And can we believe that civilized men, surround- 
ed by those who regard them with almost superstitious 
veneration, will voluntarily abandon all the privileges 
of their station and descend to companionship and a live- 
lihood with the most ignorant of our race? But the 
Board appeal on this subject to the history of the world. 
If it has ever happened (which the Board are inclined to 
doubt,) that a body of civilized men, have, by a residence 
in a barbarous country, degenerated to a level with the 
inhabitants, how. many are the recorded instances, in 
which such men have changed the character and condi- 
tion of unlettered tribes, and elevated them not merely 


to their own station, but made them their companions 
in improvement ! 
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May we not trace the origin of civilization in Greece 
to the establishment in her territories of colonies from 
Egypt? It is true that less can be said of the beneficial 
effects of the Roman colonies, because they were gen- 
erally “ Military Stations, garrisons kept in conquered 
countries, advanced posts of a great army whose head 
quarters were at Rome.” Nothing however can, in most 
instances, be more true, than “ that the benefits in points 
of civilization, resulting to barbarous countries from 
colonies of private adventurers from countries more ad- 
vanced in knowledge, have entailed bonour on those 
who imparted them, and claimed returns of respect and 
gratitude from those on whom they were bestowed.” 

It remains with the public then, to decide whether our 
infant Colony shall live or die. Butitshallnot die. The 
Omnipotent will defend it. The Board are confident 
that Heaven will not suffer their Enterprise to fail; an 
Enterprise, looking to results as grand and as glorious 
as were ever effected by human exertion ; that would 
exterminate a Trade, the thought of which is agony ; 
cover Africa with the monuments of civilization and 
the Light of Truth ; remedy an evil, in its nature most 
distressing, in its influence most injurious, and which 
threatens to convulse our country, and thus render stain- 
less the honour, and eternal the stability, of the free- 
est and the happiest nation on earth, 
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APPENDIX. 


No. I. 
Extract from the Journal kept at Montserado, on the Coast of Africa. 
Thursday, August 8th, 1822. 
- The transport brig Strong, Captain Otis, anchored in Mont- 
serado Bay in 81 days from Baltimore. She brought out a 
variety of stores, the property of the United States, and 
others, the property of the Colonization Society. 


August 9th. 


J. Ashmun, finding that. both the Agents appointed to 
the superintendence of the Colony, had judged it neces- 
sary to depart to the United States, assumed, according to 
instructions, the capacity of Principal Agent. He spent 
the day in making a survey of the state of the Colony. A 
town had been commenced, on a plan not utterly destitute of 
regularity, onthe Cape. The dwellings are built in the cheap 
native style, 27 or 30 in number. A small storehouse had 
been erected of frame work, of barely sufficient capacity to 
contain the stores found init. This day, the Agent directe 
that the Market House should be enclosed with wattled walls, 
and plastered, for the temporary accommodation of the re- 
captured Africans. He ordered Johnston to purchase 100 
mats of the natives, for flooring and ceiling the new houses ; 
he also directed James to superintend the construction of a 
temporary storehouse, nearly opposite the present one. 


. » August 10th. 


The brig parted her cable and went ont to sea with the 


Agent on board. 
4 
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August Vth. 
The die endeavoured to regain her anchorage under Cape 
Montserado, 


August 12th. 


At six o’clock, P. M. the brig was again brought to an an- 
chor, the point of the Cape bearing S. E, 4 1-2 miles distant, 
the depth of the water 6 1-2 fathoms. 


August 13th. 


This morning a large ship, carrying both the American ané 
French colours, having an American crew and mixed officers, 
anchored off the Cape. A part of the officers and crew came 
on shore, ostensibly in pursuit of an honourable trade. 

The following arrangement for landing the cargo was made : 
We hired a long boat and natives, (all but one of the latter of 
Carey.) to ply continually between the brig and the Settle- 
ment, across the bar. ‘The brig’s long boat is manned with 
five men from the Colony, to ply constantly between the brig 
and the beach. 

A long boat belonging to the Settlement, and which was last 
night hauled up to be repaired, is also manned and employed 
as the preceding. 

The brig’s jolly-boat is manned with thse men, to ply. be- 
tween the brig and the beach or Settlement, as the sea or 
loading may require. 

Three men are stationed on the beach, to assist ee boats 
in landing the stores, and to convey them over the Lizard 
to the river. Three men are appointed to the canoe be- 
longing to the Settlement, to ply between that and the 
Lizard. Three men are likewise appointed to man the 
-small boat of the Settlement, and ply between the same sta- 
tions. One man is stationed at the landing place in the Settle- 
ment, to receive the goods from the canoe, and to send them 
up the hill to the storehouse. At the storehouse are station- 
ed a trusty man and assistant, and two native boys, to receive’ 
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aud dispose of the stores. By this arrangement, it is believed 
the brig may be discharged in twelve fair days. 


August 14th. 


The Agent had an interview with King Peter, and King 
Long Peter. The dispositions of both these Kings appeared 
to be friendly. 


August 15th. 
Finding the long boat useless, it was directed to be laid on 
shore and repaired. Several loads of goods were landed. 
No instance of sickness has occurred. 


! Friday, August 16th. 

To-day we continued to discharge the brig, slowly, hav- 
ing but two long boats. 

The Agent proceeded in anative canoe, to the residence 
of King Brister, 13 miles distant to the northward, situated 
near the beach. 

The Agent stated to the King his friendly disposition, thank- 
ed him for the friendship he had evinced towards the settlers, 
and desired the same amicable feelings and intercourse might be 
perpetual. He further offered to open with King B. and his 
people, a fair and mutuaily advantageous trade, to be carried 
on, onthe one part, in American and European goods ; on the 
other, in the productions of the country. 

The King replied, in substance, that “ he was pleased with 
the formation of a Settlement of American people ; he had 
felt, and should continue to feel, friendly to the establish- 
ment. The whole country was, indeed, known abroad by 
the common name of Montserado. Butit consisted of different 
Principalities, entirely distinct from each other, not only in 
‘name, and political condition, but still more, in laws, usages, 
and moral character, It would, therefore, be unjust and 
‘erroneous, to take up an opinion unfavourable to all the 
tribes, from the misconduct of one or two Kings, or their 
people. He was old: it was time his character, both asa 
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King and man, was formed and known. He hoped we should, 
on further acquaintance, find both him and his people wor- 
thy ofconfidence. He was quite willing to open atrade with 
the American Settlement. He engaged to protect it ; was 
glad ta see the Agent ashore, and intended soon to pay the 
Settlement a friendly visit.” 


Sunday, August 18th. 
Worship was celebrated three times in the Colony. 


Monday, August 19th. 

The place for erecting a battery was chosen at the head of 
the principal street This position effectually commands one 
of the watering places which supply the Settlement, the 
whole mouth of the river, the landing place on the beach, 
King George’s town, the landing place at the Settlement, and 
the whole Island on which the populous native town owned 
by Carey, issituated. A twelve pound shot can likewise, 
be sent, with great ease, from this eminence into King Peter’s 
own town! It hardly admits a doubt that when these works 
are completed, we shall receive no further molestation from 
any of these people. 

The plan of the town was extended. 


Wednesday, August 21st, 1821. } 

Several applications haye been made from neighbouring 
Head-men, and other natives for apprenticing their sons, and 
wards, to the Agent and the colonists, for a limited term. 
Their object is to have them instructed in the English Lan- 
guage, and the arts of civilized life. Commonly they ask no 
other compensation for the services of their young men, than 
their subsistence. ‘I’o day several applications of this nature 
were made by King West, of Trade Town on the river Junk, 
from 10 to 20 miles to the south of Montserado. This King 
sent bis own son to live witb the Agent. At this early stage 
of the Settlement, but few of these offers can be accepted, © 
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’ Thursday, August 22nd. 

Having a press of labour on our hande, the Agent is induced 
to accept the offer yesterday made him of the services of 
three young men from Trade-Town, one of whom is the 
head-man’s son. No compensation except their subsistence 
and instruction in the English language is required. They 
are employed in clearing the site of the fortification, and pre- 
paring for the construction of the work of defence, so neces- 
sary for the present security of the Settlement. 

The plan is: To build on the crown of the height, an 
octagonal work of strong mason work. ‘The walls are to be 
settled four feet below the level of the surface without; and 
after rising four feet above the ground, to be strongly floored 
over. ‘The wall is to be carried four feet above the floor; 
and this part of it to be perforated with eight wide port-holes. 
The whole is to be roofed ; the diameter of this octagon, is 
to be thirty feet : a long eighteen pounder, now at the Colo- 
ny, is to be mounted on the floor. The strong apartment, 
below which is to be made bomb proof, is intended at present, 
to be used as a store-house, eventually for the arsenal. 
Inside, and opening through the wall, is to be the magazine—. 
the whole below the surface of the ground without. 

A concentric circle is to be drawn aroundthis work at the 
distance of fourteen feet from the walls. The space between 
is to be reduced to a plane, the exterior part of which, is to 
be supported by a wall from three to four feet high, as the 
declivity of the ground may require. This wall will be raised 
one foot above the level of the area within, which is to mount 
all the guns belonging to the establishment. 

At twenty feet distance from the wall, is to be another, 
raised four feet above the bank, formed of the earth thrown 
from a shallow excavation below it. This is to be rendered 
more secure by a hedge of picket-work, musket-proof, rais- 
ed on the top. ‘This wall, of course is to be a circle of one 
hundred and two feet diameter. 

The heavy rain, and great distance of the brig, prevented 
the landing of more than four boat loads of her cargo to day. 


tHe. 
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The Settlement requires better schools than it has ever yet 
liad ; an able and faithfal Missionary, who should be entirely 
and exclusively occupied in his work, and the presence of a 
greater number of persons, whose character would command 
respect, and possess a weight that should be felt. 

The following arrangement has been adopted for disposing 
of the fifteen native Africans brought out in the brig: 

1. They are to form a community by themselves, entirely 
unconnected, except in worship, and as hereafter stated, with 
the other Colonists. They reside together, under the con- 
stant direction of Major 'T. Draper, a single man, who con- 
stantly occupies apartments connected with their’s. 

2. Their Superintendent is to control their hours of rising 
and sleeping, lead the family devotions, diligently instruct 
them in reading, writing, figures, and the — - chris- 
tianity, from three to four hours, daily. 

3. D. George is appointed to take charge of them at a par- 
ticular hour every day, lead them into the field, and teach 
them Agriculture, for several hours ; subjectto fature desig- 
nation. / ‘ 

4. Draper is to be responsible for the good order, cits? 
ness, and good conduct of the boys—rules, premiums, penal- 
ties, are established. Cleanliness, order, and industry mast 
be carried to the last degree of perfection amongst them. 

The reasons for this arrangement, are the following : No 
other would offer these persons the constant superintendence 
and all that minute and laborious instruction which they re- 
quire. Whatever trades they may hereafter learn, they all need 
to understand Agriculture, in such an establishment as this. 
Finally, they will be preserved in a great nee the 
vicious examples of others. a sahil Maiti 

Badan se 
Friday, August 23rd. - 

About twenty persons arrived from Grand Bassa, having 
travelled on the beach a day and‘a half, and bringing with them 
a plentiful supply of rice, and cassada, a few goats, sheep and 
fowls, and a hittle palm-oil. Their conductor, well known 
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for his intelligence and activity, gave the assurance that the 
Colony can be easily furnished with all the rice, honey and 
goats they can consume, from Bassa alone. 

At noon to-day, Mrs. Blake, one of the women just arrived 
in the Strong, was violently attacked with every symptom 
of inflammatory fever. She had exposed herself imprudently 
to the wet, and was lodged in a house without a floor. 

King George, one of the petty head men, whose signatures 
are affixed to the deed executed by Dr. Ayres and Lieutenant 
Stockton, and whose residence is nearly within musket shot 
of the Settlement, conscious of his own guilty and perfidious 
conduct, afraid of the resentment of the Agent, and bitterly 
hostile to the Colony, absented himself from his town within 
three days after the arrival of the brig, and has neither re- 
turned, nor had any communication with the Colony since. 

That George is anxious to cut off every foreigner on Mont- 
serado,and forever prevent their forming aSettlement, there. 
can be no doubt. Vague reports are flying in daily from dif- 
ferent quarters, that he is now exerting himself strenuously 
to raise a force sufficient to eflect this purpose. So much are 
the native labourers, employed in the Settlement, moved by 
what they see and hear of George's designs upon it, that they 
nearly all retire at the approach of night to the different towns 
in the neighbourhood, to lodge. 


Sunday, August 25th. 

Worship as usual. The thermometer has remained sta- 
tionary, or very nearly so, at 77 degrees, since the arrival 
of the brig in Africa. 

In consequence of imprudent, but unavoidable fatigue and 
exposure to the rain and water, and of sitting for several 
hours in a newly plastered meeting house, the Agent had a 
chill this evening, followed by a high fever through the night. 
It subsided in a copious sweat towards morning 

The African fever seems unavoidable to a foreigner, 
though it may be much mitigated by proper cantion. 


32 


Monday, August 26th. 

Fresh rumours are constantly arriving from the southward, 
respecting King George’s hostile movements. Some of our 
native labourers begin to solicit a discharge. 

Our means of defence are, thirty effective men, one brass 
field piece, a six pounder, one iron piece of ordnance of the 
same size, one iron four pounder, and two swivels. These are 
mounted. We have unmounted, one long eighteen pounder, 
and three iron four pounders, one or two of which are pro- 
bably useless. There are barely muskets enough to arm the 
men, and, for the predeat, a sufficiency of suitable ammuni- 
tion. 


Saturday, August 31st. 


The strength of the Colony was to-day thus organized, and 
the accompanying orders issued : 

1. The Settlement is under military law. 

2. E. Johnston is Commissary of Stores. 

3,Ri Sampson is Commissary of Ordnance. 

4. L. Carey, Health Officer and General Inspector. — 

5. F. James, Capt. brass mounted field piece, and has as- 
signed to his command, R. Newport, M.S. Draper, Wm. 
Meade, and J. Adams. 

6. A, James, Capt. long 18, and under his command, J. Ben- 
son, E. Smith, Wm. Hollinger, D. Hawkins, John, and Thos. 
Spencer. 

7. J. Shaw, Capt, of the southern picket station, isdiidting 
two iron guns. To hiscommand are attached, L. Campbell, 
E. Jackson, J. Lawrence, L. Crock, and Geo. Washington. © 

8. D. George, Capt. of the eastern picket station, mounting 
twoiron guns, Attached are, A. Edmondson, Jos. Gardener, 
Josh. Webster, and J. Carey. ‘eae P 

9. C. Brander, Capt. of a carriage mounting two swivels, to 
act in concert with the brass piece, and move from station to 
station as the occasion may require. ape are, T. eee 
and L, Butler. . |. al 
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10. Every man is to have his musket and ammunition with. 
him even while on duty ‘at the large guns. 

11. Every officer is responsible for the conduct of the men 
placed under him, who are to obey himat their peril. 

12. The guns are all to be got ready for action immediate- 
ly, and every effective man to be employed on the pickets. 

13. Five stations to be occupied by the guards by night, 
till other orders shall be given. 

14. No useless firing permitted. 

15. In case of an alarm, every man is to repair instantly to 
his post, and do his duty. 

7 ® 


Thursday, September 12th. 

Rain falls in floods. The sick all seem better, except Mrs. 
Ashmun. She is speechless, and almost without her reason. 
There is no rational hope of her recovery. All remedies on 
which her husband dares to venture, have been tried in vain. 
He now, with a burdened heart, resigns her up to her God; 
and, scarcely able to support himself, painfully watches over 
what he considers the last hours of her mortal existence. 
When last possessed of the power of reflection, she declared 
herself happy in her God, and to possess not a wish which was 
not absorbed in his holy will. The reading of the Scriptures 
seemed principally to feed and revive her faith in the pre- 
cious Redeemer. She seemed to have intercourse with God 
ia prayer. Her husband may follow her in a few days, or 
weeks, at most, and he here ventures to record it as the first 
wish of his heart, that the will of the Lord may be done. 

The occupations of the colonists are suspended on account 
of the rains. 

ene 
No. 2. 

To the Board of Managers of the American Colonization Society. 

Copy o a Letter from the Agent of the Society, dated Montse- 
rado, September, 1822. : 

Gentiemen: Sensible how important and desirable to the 

Board the most exact information in relation to this Settlement 


5 


34 


Hist prove at iiciemlaiah time, I have taken the trouble, inthe 
midst of innumerable other cares and labours, and worn down. 
with the fever of the climate, to prepare an abstract of my 
Journal from America, for your satisfaction, together with 
an exact and entire Transcript of the entry on the Colonial 
Journal, since our arrival. This journal, | judged fit to open 
on the day of my landing, and intend that a copy of it shall 
always remain in the Colony, open for public inspection and 
use, anda duplicate agreeing with the former, even to the 
paging, be from time to time sent home to the Board, as the 
best, and only effectual means of keeping them fully informed 
of what passes in their Settlement. * a 

A. reference to those journals renders it useless to enlarge 
in any other form of communication. 

Had | found any other Agent present, I intemal to devote 
a large part of my time during the continuance of the brig 
here, to a particular survey of the Cape, harbour, river, 
coasts, natural history, and native tribes of the country. But 
all the information I send, is necessarily general, and conse- 
quently must prove unsatisfactory. 

But should God, in his goodness, preserve me to send, or 
return by another vessel visiting this country from America, 
} pledge myself to the Board, to supply, in some measure, 
the deficiency of the information furnished by the present 
conveyance. faa 

Permit me here to add a few particulars. as they occur : 

‘Lhe whole Cape (by Cape I mean a promontory of 4 miles 
in extent,) is of nearly equal elevation throughout the whole 
extent, running ina N. Westerly and S. Easterly direction, 
and terminating in a double, or bifurcated point. The river 
washes the N. side of this promontory two miles before it 
falls into the sea; and its width fiom the river and sea on the 
N. side to the ocean South, is from 2 miles to 3-4 mile. The 
acclivity from the N., side is abrupt, the descent towards the 
South, gentle. and near the sea contains an excellent tract of 
table land.—The whole of this Cape, except the alluvial table 
hand on the south side, is of volcanic origin. Two kinds of 
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stones only are found ; and these are afernasil “The first is 
Java, in a state of partial decomposition, and exceedingly 
friable. The other is of the limestone species, and almost 
incapable of being split or reduced, with the heaviest 
hammers. 

The wood on the Cape is as lofty, and nearly as heavy as 
that of our sturdiest forests in America. On the table lands 
itis lighter. Some extensive tracts, containing a rich soil are 
nearly covered with brush wood. Our force here can clear 
for planting, ten acres of it ina day. Whole forests here are 
strongly bound together, and rendered nearly or quite imper- 
vious by a profusion of rank vines of all sizes ; some nearly 
a8 large as a small cable, which creep, wind, and intertwine 
with other trees and themselves in all possible directions. 
Often a dozen trees must be separated from their trunks 
before one can be brought to the ground, , 

Fish, in the river’s mouth are very numerous, especially 
in the dry season: many of them are large—all that I have 
seen, excellent. We need another seine; the old one being 
nearly gone. 

Every day I bless anew that favouring Providence, which 
eventually led your Agents to establish the Settlement on Cape 
Montserado. Not an hour have I spent here without feeling 
the refreshing and salutary influences of a fresh breeze from 
the ocean. The Settlement can never be without it. When 
comfortable habitations are built, a foreigner would endanger 
his health by a residence here, no more than by spending the 
same time in sailing down the coast. I am confident we 
neither have experienced nor shall experience, more sickness 
on shore, than we should, lying off the coast. The crew of 
the brig, although, (unfortunately for us) nearly seven miles 
distant, have suffered at least as moch as we.—Could a per- 
son from America spend one week of the rainy season on this 
coast, on board a ship or ashore, he would find no difficulty 
as to the great cause of fever to newcomers. In other parts 
of Africa it may be different : but on Montserado the cause of 
sickness is not marsh miasma, nor exhalations from the earth, 


. 36 


nor the influence of the sun, but an atmosphere loaded with 
oceans of vapour, surcharged, and more than saturated with 
moisture. For months this humid quality of the air receives 
not the least correction or abatement, day or night. In fact, 
we live in a bath during this season. Contrary to all former 
prejudices, I have indulged daily in the use of spirits, wine, 
and bark, for the purpose of giving tone to the system, and 
bracing it up against the relaxing influence of a soaked and 
watery atmosphere ; and have found benefit from the prac- 
tice- 

I will only say of the healthiness of Montserado, that no 
situation in Western Africa can be more salubrious. The 
sea air does all that can be done for it in this climate. One 
peculiarity is, that the night air is nearly as pure as any other. 
The fevers with which our company has been visited have 
all been nearly of the same type ; quotidian and tertian inter- 
mittent ; rather of the putrescent than inflammatory character ; 
commonly. gentle in degree, and easily subdued by remedies. 
Such has been the character of the sickness, so far. The 
violent symptoms of the Sherbro fever have not, in a solitary 
case, manifested themselves. 

The rapidity and luxuriance of vegetation here, the na- 
tives of temperate latitudes can scarcely imagine. I distri- 
buted a few handfulls of garden seeds on landing Three 
days after, application was made to me for more seeds, and 
I was informed that those first distributed were above ground. 
A crop of beans now on the ground, grows, without supporters, 
3 1-2 feet high. ‘The pods are on an average, eleven inches 
long. The seed was brought from America. If the season 
be not too far advanced for planting, it will be the fault of the 
Colony, if they are ever without the greatest abundance and 
variety of vegetables. 

f am very sorry to state that we have cleared and planted 
but a small quantity of land. It was a first object of attention _ 
tounload the brig. Before this was completed, that trouble- 
some man George, began to collect his forces, and obliged us 
to employ the whole of our little force in constructing fortifi- 
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cations, mounting our guns, and patrolling the woods. Such 
are our employments at this date (6th Sept.) But we have 
now nearly completed our fence works; and I intend, with 
God’s help, to put the people immediately on clearing and 
planting. A plentiful supply of vegetables, 1 believe, are 
secured to the present and any probable additional number 
of settlers that may come out. But another year must come 
round before we can cultivate rice and Indian corn enough 
to supply the Settlement with bread. 

I now find the great advantage of having been bred a far- 
mer. 

It will perhaps be expected that I say something of the 
character and disposition of the people. The old stock, it is 
well known, have undergone so many siftings, that few un- 
worthy characters can be supposed to remain. This I believe 
to be the fact. Some of them I would confidently class with 
the most deserving of men. Indolence, and a disposition to 
consider the Society as under a sort of obligation to do all for 
them, without any other return than their consenting to live, 
and fish, and bunt, and barter, in Africa, are faults which 
infect a few of the young men. The most effectual steps 
have been taken to correct this evil. The Society may rely 
on its cure, if possible, by inspiring better ideas; if neces- 
sary, by dropping the implicated individuals from the Society’s 
lists. Nothing is lost to the strength of the Settlement by the 
dismission of persons of this description. Take their rations, 
and you may hire three-fold the labour to be done by natives, 
which they could render. But I have found much more to 
applaud than to censure in these people. Of those recently 
arrived, the best hopes may be entertained: industry, sobri. 
ety, and piety characterize them generally. There is, 1 
fear, one lazy individual among them; and one, who, for a 
mis-step committed here, has had his name erased from the 
colonists, and only resides in the Settlement by suffrage, 

Few circumstances are of more consequence to the So- 
ciety, than to understand with precision, the advantages and 
disadvantages, of sending out settlers, and landing, at differ- 
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ent seasons of the year. ‘Che following is all I can say, with 
certainty on these points. When the Cape is a little more 
cleared away, and dry, airy, and substantial dwellings built - 
I do not conceive it a matter of the greatest importance, to 
the health of settlers, at what season they land here. The 
commencement of the rains would be the least favourable. 
But of any other season, there is little to choose. The con- 
stitution will be a little tried by the climate, in the course of 
the year, arrive when the settler may. 

Houses of the description just named, will, with God’s 
blessing, be erected early in the approaching dry season. 
As regards the landing, a vessel arriving in the rainy season, 
is sure to encounter the wind and swell from S.S. W: for 
more than three months, it has not varied three points from 
that quarter ; nor will it, till the dry season begins, then it 
blows one half the twenty-four hours in the same direction, 
the other half off shore, directly from the opposite quarter, 
The constant S. S. W. winds roll an incessant swell” on the 
beach. 

There is but one safe and easy method of unloading a ves- 
sel arriving here in the rain; that is by transporting apart of 
her cargo to a small schooner, which ought always to lie 
here. The rest can be sent ashore, watching the opportu- 
nity, and selecting the calmest time. From the schooner, 
the stores may be got ashore as needed, or some of them may 
sta on board till the dry season. We have suffered great 
inconvenience, and incurred additional expense from the ab- 
sence of both our schooners. A ship arriving between the 
months of October and March, both inclusive, will find safe and 
delightful anchorage near the shore, and serid her smallest 
boats in, loaded to the water's edge, on any part of the 
beach. Better anchorage, or better landing es ‘be de- 
sired. 

Vessels of all descriptions, arriving here at any season of 
the year, should come to anchor as directed in the Journal, 
page 10, making the point of the Cape to bear S, E. or $.S, E. 
and never more than one mile distant, in from seven to six- 
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teen fathoms, Here she must lie, if in the rainy season ; if 
in the dry, a pilot will bring her a mile nearer shore, in 
water of nearly the same depth.* These directions, if fol- 
lowed, will save cables, anchors, and infinite trouble. If am 
expedition is ready to leave America, I should never advise 
them to stay for the rainy season, although the preference is 
always to be given to the dry. Aschooner here, would how™ 
ever obviate all difficulties, 

The inquiry will be made, what does the Colony now 
need from home ? In reply—They are abundantly supplied 
with tools for one year, (I mean those now present) they have 
a fertile country before them. These are the main points. 
They have also every other necessary for six months. What 
we shall soonest need, will be some domestic and cheap wool. 
Jen goods, for coats, and two or three hogsheads of long 
leafed tobacco, to buy rice, goats, &c. from the natives. 
Owing to the infancy of the establishment, and my anxiety 
to make improvements, we are obliged to employ more native 
labourers, than would otherwise be expedient. We getthem 
for about four ounces of raw tobacco a day, they finding 
themselves. The construction of the fort, will swallow apa 
great amount of their labour. But it is a work which cannot 
be dispensed with. ‘Till we have it, we shall every week be 
liable to suffer interruptions and insults. When completed, 
I fully believe, not a dog will move his tongue against us. 

1 am informed that George had collected a small force, say 
of 100 men, and intended to attack us the very night before 
we got our large guns over and posted, in different positions, 
yn and near the Settlement : and that this circumstance en- 
tirely deterred bim from the design; as it was impossible 
to bring a man within cannon shot of the Settlement. This 
fact shows how necessary a commanding position, mounted 


# Since this was written, Dr. Ayres bas been informed that the sand- 
Bar has been broken by the violence of the waves, and that vessels are 
now, or will soon be, enabled to sai! up to the Settlement, where they . 
will be’sheltered by the lofty nae ; ‘ 
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with a good battery of guns, is to our safety and quiet, and 
how effectual it would prove to this end. 

Were I toadvise, I should give it as my opinion, that the 
next vessel which sails from America, should bring out, 

1.. Provisions, or Tobacco sufficient to purchase provisions 
for all new comers, for six months. 

2. Agricultural tools, (axes, hoes, spades, bill-hooks, weil 
scythes and pick-axes) enough for the same persons one year. 
Also three dozen axes, two dozen hatchets, and two dozen 
bill- hooks, also some stone hammers: , 

3. Domestic cottons, a plentiful supply, for all the settlers, 
white, checked and striped ; also, European coarse hemp 
and linen, for trowsers. 

4, An inconsiderable additional supply of leather and shoe- 
thread. . 

5, Some groceries—as_ tea, molasses, sugar, flour, meal, 
wine, vinegar and spirits, for the Agents and sick. 

6. As much money, as the Society chooses ; to buy rice, 
goats, fowls, &c. and hire labour, of the natives. 

The Gentlemen of the Board, will expect me to say some- 
thing of the hostility of the natives. There is nota king or 
head man, within 50 or 80 miles of us, who can arm, properly, 
50 men. They are cowardly in the extreme, and have little 
control over theirmen. Besides, there is the same jealousy 
and political selfishness existing among them, which has serv- 
ed so much, to check the accumulation of power, and the 
prosecution of their ambitious schemes, among the different 
States of Europe. Not one of them, I fear, but is made up of 
perfidy, and wholly governed by his immediate views of 
interest. But most think it for their interest to let us alone, 
and suffer us to create them a market for the surplus produce 
of the country. Hundreds hope to teach their children En- 
glish, and some of the arts of civilization, through our means. 
Others, have a terrific conception of our power, and that “of 
our nation. Besides, no schemes of war, can be contrived, 
without coming to our ears for weeks before they can ripen. 
Troops of people come in from all the surrounding country, 
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with rice, goats, fowls, and vegetables, daily. They let us 
know all they hear, and foolish enough, much of it is too. 
All the movements of the natives must be first agreed upon 
in a noisy and protracted ‘“ palaver.” It is morally certain, 
we shall not be taken by them on surprise : and with God’s 
blessing, no force they can raise, will much injure us, if pre- 
pared for them. The general measures of the Society, ought 
not, I beg leave to say, to be in the least affected by the possi- 
ble hostility of the natives. We use every precaution to 
guard against surprise, and employ every means of defence 
in our power; and then lie down at night and sleep with as 
little apprehension of danger, as we should in America. 

A good Missionary, a good School-Master, and a good School- 
Mistress, are more wanted here, than I fear, | can make the 
Board imagine. Aside from the most important of all the in- 
terests of the colonists, there is not a point in which our con- 
dition would not be improved, materially improved, by these 
instructers. I wish they might all be judicious, able, and 
pious white people. 

The Board will perceive, by consulting the Journal, what 
arrangements | have made to supply the want of able instruct- 
ers. They are the best that can be made, but lame, after 
all. 

I must also refer to the Journal, for the By-Laws and re- 
gulations, which [ have seen fit to adopt. Several usages 
are there noticed, which I have felt it my duty to abolish. 
My reasons are given. Your Obedient Servant, 

J. ASHMUN. 


—— 


No. 3. 


Extract from Commodore Sir George R. Collier’s second annual 
Report, in 1820, upon the Settlements on the A ifrican Coast. 
Speaking of the American attempt to form an establishment at Sher- 


bro, he observes—— 
* Cape Mount, or Montserado. would have held out different 


prospects, and would also have removed those feelings of jez- 
. 
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Jousy so naturally excited {from choosing a spot so closely coit- 
nected with Sierra Leone. If ever the Sherbro shall become 
more healthful, it can only be useful to Sierra Leone. 

“Had America, who, excepting Great Britain, appears 
more in earnest than any other nation, established her lately 
attempted Settlement at Cape Montserado, or even at Cape 
Mount, she would at least have secured a more healthful, and 
by far a more convenient spot than her late ill chosen one in 
the Sherbro, And an establishment by America, either at 
Cape Mount or Cape Montserado, would have afforded to the 
friends of humanity the most rational hopes, that in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the American Colony the demand for 
Slaves would have been checked, and thas a Settlement would 
have been formed, useful to the purposes of future civiliza- 
tion ; and from its actual, though distant, intercourse with the 
frontiers of Gaman and Ashantee, have opened the line for 
lucrative speculation to the American merchant, and with the 
additional advantage of doing so. without interfering in any way 
with the increasing prosperity of the British Colony of Sierra 
Leone. 

‘* Indeed, an American establishment at either of the points 
I have mentioned, with one by the British at Cape Palmas, 
would have formed a sufficiently connecting link to have real- 
ized the hope of the philanthropist, that Christianity would 
have been soon propagated north, south, and east, and slavery 
gradually abolished.” 


No. 4. 
Dr. Ayres’ account of Regent’s Town, Sierra Leone. 

On the subject of the capability of the Negro, let us hear 
what facts declare ; let us hear the voice of Regent’s Town. 
This town is situated at the foot of a mountain, about eight 
miles from Free Town, and was begun about seven years ago. 
It contains from twelye to fourteen hundred ‘inhabitants, al! 
captured Africans, taken since that time from slave vessels. 
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The writer of this article visited there about one year ago, 
and was most agreeably surprised at the erder and impruve- 
ment which was manifested. He arrived in ihe eveniug ; 
next morning being Sunday, not a person was to be seen in 
the streets ; a calmness reigned as solemn and profound as 
had done six years before, when nothing was heard in the 
wilderness but the softly creeping tread of the leopard when 
preparing to spring upon his prey. A few minutes before 8 
A. M. the children of the school were arranged in a line, 
classed according to their mechanical occupation, each ciass 
dressed in a uniform proper to itself, with the master-work- 
man at its head, who was responsible for the behaviour of his 
class. When the time arrived for morning prayer, this in- 
teresting group of two hondred, moved in order to their seats 
in the church. There were about five hundred in all who 
attegded morning prayer in the church. After they had 
retive! frou church in the same order in which they entered, 
there was no more seen of them until the bell rang at the re- 
gular hour of worship. Atonce, asthough the whole village 
had been moved by a magic spring, there was seen between 
twelve and fourteen hundred in the street, cleanly and decent- 
ly clad with the Bible under their arms, moving towards the 
church. 1 perceived issving from the mountain about a do- 
zen young men, proceeding Indian file, with their Bibles un- 
dertheir arms. On enquiring who they were, I was inform- 
ed they were scholars from their classical school ; they had 
been selected for their piety and superiour attainments, and 
weie preparing to retarn to their native land as Missionaries, 
to declare the joyful tidings of their emancipation to their be- 
nighted countrymen. ‘They had made a progress in the stu- 
dy of the languages, which would not disgrace the students of 
our most boasted seminaries. It was an occasion of this kind 
that caused a British Admiral to exclaim, * See !! Behold 
what religion can do.” It casts an additional grandeur and 
solemnity over those scenes, to reflect that it is only 

years since the late Rev. Jobo Newton was roaming over a 
part of these grounds, a slave to a savage, and himself the 
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** fellest of the fell,” and that now his inimitable hymns are 
here wafted to the portals of Heaven in their own native lan- 
guage. Let him who is disposed to deny the Negro the com- 
mon faculties which are possessed by the rest of Adam’s 
race, reflect upon these things. 


No. 5. 


Judge Kilgour’s letter, making an offer of certain Slaves to the 
Society. 
Georgetown, February 17th, 1823. 

Dear Sir: In a late conversation with Mr. Mortimer 
M‘Ihany, of Loudon County, Virginia, touching the Coloniza- 
tion Society, its objects, prospects and usefulness, he signified 
his wish to dispose of his Negroes according to the plan pro- 
posed by them; and I beg leave now, through you, in his be- 
half, to make to the society the proposition to receive them. 
They have not yet been consulted on the subject, but he has 
no doubt but they can be induced to settle upon the shores of 
their ancestors ; and he is anxious to have the aid of the So- 
ciety in carrying into effect that object. He thinks that his 
mother and aunt would unite with him in the plan, and the 
three together hold forty or fifty Negroes. He desires to be 
informed of the present condition of the Society, and whether 
they have or will adopt any plan of proceeding likely at an 
early period to further his views and wishes with regard to his 
slaves. I am, dear sir, yours, very respectfully, 

CHAS. J. KILGOUR. 
Francis S. Key, Esar. Georgetown, Columbia. 


: No. 6. 
The following letter from the Committee of the Society of 
Christian Morals in Paris, to the President of the Massa- 
chusetts Peace Society, with the accompanying document, 


\ 
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was transmitted by Rey. Noah Worcester, D. D. to the 

President of the Massachusests Society to aid in the sup- 

pression of the Slave Trade ; and they are now published 

by direction of the Managers of that Society. 
[TRaNsLation.] _ 
SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN MORALS. 
Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

. Sm—Nothing which interests humanity is foreign to Peace 
Societies. We have therefore the honour to inform you, that 
the Society of Christian Morals, whose design and labours are 
known to you, has appointed a Committee to devise the most 
suitable means of furthering the effectual Abolition of the 
Slave-trade. 

We think that the religious and philanthropic undertaking 
is entitled to the good wishes of the respectable society over 
which you preside. We have, therefore, the honour to send 
you twenty-five copies of the Regulations of the Committee, 

- requesting you to communicate it to the members of the 
Peace Society. We trust that you will second our endeavours 
by your counsel and encouragement ; and we shall receive 
with gratitude, any communications from you, relating to the 
object of our labours. Accept, Sir, the assurances of our. 
high consideration. 

TURCKHEIM, Vice President. 

CH. REMUSAT, Secretary. 

To the President of the Massachusetts Peace Society 


[ TRANSLATION. | 
SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN MORALS, 


Committee for the Abolition of the Slave-trade. 
he Society of Christian Morals, formed under the au: 
thority of the government, and having for its object, the ap- 
plicatjon of the principles of Christianity to the social rela- 
tions of life, being conyinced that nothing is more contrary 
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‘o Christian morality than the continuance of that odious and 
illicit commerce known under the name of the Slave-trade ; 
and touched by the evils and cruelties without number, that 
are occasioned by a traffick which makes humanity groan, and 
degrades those who are engaged in it, as well as those who 
are its victims, and is a dishonour to any civilized nation that 
shall any longer tolerate its existence, has chosen a committee 
of its members, charged with endeavouring, by every means 
in its power of a moral nature, to hasten the effectual aboli- 
tion of the slave trade, which is formally prohibited by our 
Jaws, and condemned by conscience, but is continued by cu- 
pidity. 

The members who compose the Committee are the Baron 
de Turckhetm, member of the Chamber of Deputies and Vice 
President of the Society of Christian Morals; Count de Las- 
teyre, Vice President of the Society of Christian Morals ; 
Marron, President of the consistory of the reformed church ; 
Laffon de Ladebat, Llorente, Baron de Stael, Wilder, Verws, 
Wilks, Charles Coqueral, and Charles de Remusat ; ‘and Cor- 
responding members in London, Joseph Price of the Society 
of Friends, and General Macaulay. | 

The committee, convinced that there will be found in 
reason and general philanthropy the most powerful auxiliaries 
to their labours, do not fear to make an appeal to the public 
interest for a cause which is dear to religion, to morals and 
to humanity. They have in consequence determined to print 
and make public their rules ; which are as follows : 


Arvt. 1. The committee appointed to consider what are the most proper 
ineans, within the powers and objects of the society, to accelerate and 
complete the abolition of the slave-trade, shall consist of twelve mem- 
bers, chosen by nominations submitted by the Council of administration ; 
they to conform themselves to the general rules of the Society. 


Art. 2, The committee will collect all the circumstances calculated 
to produce, to increase and to propagate a horrour for that unworthy 
traffick, they will publish or cause to be published, with the approbation 
of the Society, either in the journals of the society, or in other ways 
the facts, or the ideas, which shall appear to be suited to combat the 
arejudices and passions which have hitherto supported or protected a 
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commerce alike contrary to morals and to law; they will encourage the 
composition of such works as will be useful to the abolition, and the 
translation of foreign works on the same subject, where the design and 
tendency of them is ascertained , they will make known, and second 
every enterprise which shall be carried into effect with the intention of 
annihilating directly or indirectly the slave-trade. The publications in- 
tended to appear in the Journal of the Society othe first be submitted to 
the committee of publication. 

Arr. 3. The committee is therefore authorized to open and carry on 
a correspondence, Ist in France and in Europe with such societies and 
persons as are devoted to the same work, or are disposed to concur in it, 
in order to profit by their counsels, their example and their assistance . 
2d, beyond the continent of Europe in order to confirm and encourage 
the progress of exertions for the abolition of the slave-trade and the ame- 
lioration of the condition of the blacks, in different parts of the globe, 
and especially to animate and assist the philanthropic establishments on 
the coast of Africa for the civilization of the blacks. 

Arr. 4. The result ofthis correspondence, of which an account shall 
be rendered to the council of the society, shall be made public, either by 
insertion in the journal of the Society, or in some other way. 

Art. 5. The Society will accept contributions, offered by a member of 
the Society, or by any other person, appropriated specifically for the 
abolition of the slave-trade. The committee is also authorized to receive 
subscriptions in money or other offerings for the same object. The dif- 
ferent sums contributed will be placed in the hands of the treasurer of 
the Society, who will keep a separate account of them. 

Art. 6 The expenditures judged useful by the committee, shall be sup- 
plied only out of the special fund, except by express authority of the 
¢ ouncl ofadministration. 

Art. 7. Besides the ordinary communications of the committee with 
the council of administration, there shall be once a year, a report of ali 
their proceedings, as well as a statement of the most interesting circum- 
stances which have come under their cognizance in the course of the year, 
This report shall be added to the general report of the Society, and read 
with it at the annual general meeting conformably to the 17th rule. 

‘The committee will receive subscriptions for any sum which shall be 
offered to them, and communications from any person who shall be dis- 
posed to collect subscriptions or enter into correspondence with them, 
Letters should be addressed free of expense to M.M. les Presidens anil 
Membres de la Societe dela Morale Chretienne, rue Taranne, No. 12, 

The amount of the subscriptions will be received at the office of the 
~ Society, and oe M. Dominique Andre, banker, treasurer of the Society 
rue Cea No. 9 
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No. 7.—Sept. 7, 1822. 

The adjourned meeting on the subject of an Auxiliary Colon- 
ization Society, and of a Society to aid in the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, was held on Wednesday evening, 
George Blake, Esq, inthe chair, Mr. Lewis Tappan, Esq. 
Secretary, in the absence of the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, 
who acted as Secretary at the previous meeting. The fol- 
lowing Report was presented by the committee and read, 
and after an interesting discussion of the whole subject, was 
unanimously accepted. 

Report of the Committee appointed at Boston to consult about the 

expediency of affording aid to the Colonization Society. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency of 
forming a Society for the purpose of aiding the funds of the 
Colonization Society, or assisting in the suppression of the 
slave trade, have paid such attention to the subject referred 
to them as the time and their opportunities would permit, and 
respectfully submit the following Report : 

The importance of providing some remedy for the evils 
arising from the rapid relative increase of the black popula- 
tion in some portions of our country is becoming every year 
inore serious. It is now well known that where a slave 
population abounds their ratio of increase is much greater 
than that of the people among whom they live -—Hence the 
time cannot be far distant, when their numbers in some of 
the States and their power, will predominate over that of 
those who hold them in servitude, unless some mode is deyi- 
sed of diminishing their numbers, or some provision made for 
removing the surplus portion of them. 

It was in the expectation of ‘furnishing, in some measure, 
a Sony for these evils, or at least of diminishing their dan- 
ger, that the American Society for Colonizing the free peo- 
ple of colour of the United States was established. This 
Society has been in operation nearly six years, and its affairs 
appear to have been conducted with much enterprise | and 
zeal, and as your Committee believe, in a spirit of enlighten- 


ed Christian benevolence. 
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Were the objects of this Society extended no farther than 
to the Colonization of such people of colour in our country as 
are already free, or who will become free in the ordinary 
course of events, they would not, in the view of the Coin- 
mittee, be such as to excite that deep interest among us 
which is necessary to secure a very active co-operation. It 
might indeed afford some advantages to that unhappy people 
to remove them from their present degraded state, to a conii- 
tion more free from temptations to vice, and more favourable 
to moral and intellectual improvement ; and it would doubt- 
less confer a benefit upon the community from which they 
aretaken. And if through the medium of a Colony thus es- 
tablished, the arts of civilized life and the blessings of Chris- 
tianity can be introduced among a people who are ignorant of 
both, the.good that may be done may be greatly increased. 
But the accomplishment of these objects, valuable as they are, 
appears too remote and of too difficult an attainment to admit 
of their enlisting our feelings very ardently in the cause. 
Other objects of benevolence press upon us with more urgent 
solicitations and more immediate prospects of usefulness. 

But if, while these purposes are accomplished, the Coloni- 
zation of the free people of colour will aid effectually in the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, so as to lead to the entire 
abolition of that detestable traflick ; and at the same time afford 
such encouragement to the emancipation of slaves as to pre- 
pare the way for the gradual extermination of slavery, it 
would become an object worthy of the attention and assistance 
of the whole Christian world, 

That such are the designs and expectations of those who 
ure most active in managing the concerns of the American 
Colonization Society, the Committee have the fullest confi- 
dence. The Committee are not prepared to give an opinion 
how far these expectations are likely to be realized.—If a 
Colony decidedly and actively hostile to the Slave Trade cap 
be maintained on the coast of Africa, and especially if several 
could be supported on different parts of that coast, mach 
might doubtless be-done to aid cruisers in the Seta of slave 
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ships, by furnishing supplies, and by giving information of 
their places of rendezvous. We are also assured there 
are proprietors of slaves who are desirous of emancipating 
‘them, and that many will be thus emancipated as soon as an 
asylum shall be suitably prepared for them, and the means 
provided of transporting them to it. 

We have no means of ascertaining how extensively such a 
disposition prevails among the holders of slaves, But there 
is reason to apprehend that it. is at present limited to a very 
small portion of them. The events of the last two or three 
years have furnished melancholy proof that the great body of 
people in the slave holding states are very little disposed to 
relinquish any of the advantages which their slaves afford 
them. That there are exceptions to this fecling we are fully 
persuaded, and we hope there are many. It is only from 
the belief which the Committee very cordially entertain, 
that the active members of the American Colonization Society 
are perfectly disposed to frame their measures with refer- 
ence to the entire suppression of the Slave Trade, and to a 
gradual and prudent, but complete emancipation of those 
now held inslavery, that we can regard the society as having 
any claim upon the sympathy or assistance of the people of 
New-England. 

At the same time there are other modes by which assistance 
can be given towards suppressing the Slave T rade, without 
losing sight of the objects which have been mentioned. 

A Society is particularly needed to aid in prosecuting those 
who are concerned in carrying on this trade. By combining 
the influence and exertions of its members, this purpose may 
be accomplished much more effectually than by individual 
alone. 

The Committee would therefore respectfully recommend, 
that a Society be formed for the general purpose of assisting 

in the suppression of the Slave Trade; that a subscription 
be opened to provide funds for the proposed Society ; and. 
that the government of the Society be fully authorized to 
make such a disposal of the funds as they shall judge most 
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conducive to the object of its institotion. If, on further ate 
tention to the subject, the Managers of the Society shall be 
satisfied that the operations of the American Colonization So- 
ciety are favourable to the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
they will be disposed to aid them as far as their funds will 
permit; while they will not negléct any other means, that 
may present themselves, of accomplishing that object. As, 
however, there may be some who are prepared to contribute 
at once to the funds of the American Colonization. Society, 
the Committee would propose that the subscription should 
be so arranged as to leave it to the option of each subscriber, 
either to appropriate the amount of his subscription directly 
or indirectly to that object, or commit it to the disposal of the 
government of this Society. 
4 ' E. HALE Jr. per Order. - 

The Committee also presented a draft of a Constitution of 
the proposed Society, which was adopted, as follows; and it 
was voted that the blank in the second article be filled by the 
Managers. 
CONSTITUTION. | 
Of the Massachusells’ Society to aid in the Suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Art, 1. The Society shal’ be called “The Massachusetts Society to 
aid in the Suppression of the Slave Trade;” and its objects shall be, 
either to assist the American Colonization Society, or to contribute to- 


wards suppressing the Slave Trade by such other means as the Managers 
shall judge best. 

Art. I. Every person who shall subscribe and pay annually a sum not 
jess than | dollars, shall be a member of the Society. 

Art. Ill. The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Corresponding and Recording Secretary, anda Treaserer, who 
shall also be Managers, and five additional Managers. The Board of 
Managers shall have power to elect honorary Vice-Presidents, 

Art. IV. Every subscriber shall be permitted to appropriate the amount 
of his subscription, either to be paid over to the Amesican Colonization 

‘Society, or to be left at the disposal of this Society, as he shall direct in 
his apepeigtions 
. V. All the funds of the Society not specially appropriated, as 
described in the preceding article. shall be subject to the order ‘of the 
Board of Managers, to be disposed of as they shall judge most conducive 
‘o the objects of the Society. 
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The Society was then organized by the election of the following ‘OF. 
ficers i-= 
Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER, President, 
GEORGE BLAKE, Esq. Vice President, 
Rev. S. F. JARVIS, D. D. Corresponding Secretary. 
BRADFORD SUMNER, Esq. Recording Secretary. » 
SAMUEL H. WALLEY, Esq, Treasurer. 
MANAGERS. 
RICHARD SULLIVAN, Esq. E. HALE, Jr. M. D. 
MR. WILLIAM STURGIS, JOHN TAPPAN, Esq. 
BRADFORD SUMNER, Esq. ; 
Tt was then voted that the Report and®Constitution be published im 


the public papers, and the meeting adjourned. 


No. 8, 

We have, through the kindness of General C. F. Mercer, 
had access to some very interesting papers, recently received 
by the British Minister, from England, on the subject of the 
Slave Trade, ‘They were printed the last March by order of 
the House of Commons. Circumstances do not permit us to 
select for publication all that we could desire from these val- 
uable documents. We publish, however, enough to prove 
that the measures adopted at present by the maritime powers 
of Europe, can never effect the abolition of the Slave Trade ;_ 
and, indeed, that nothing less than the unanimous resolution » 
of all the Christian powers to regard this traffick as a violation 
of the law of nations, will bring it to a termination, 


Lopy of a letter from Governor Sir Charles Mac Carthy, to 
Henry Goulbourn, Esyr. dated Sierra Leone, 14th Janu-— 
ary, 1822. Fourenclosures: referring to his observations 
on the subject of the report of the British Commissaries to 
Lord Londonderry, stating the increase of the Slave Trade, 
and enclosing a memorandum on that subject, with a request 
that Mr. Goulbourn will lay the same before Lord Bathurst. — 

EncLosure.—Memorandum of the present actual state of the ~ 

Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa, and its increase. 
Government House, Sierra Leone, 14th January, 1822. 
“ Sin: Referring to the observations I had the honour of 
addressing to you in June last, on the subject of the report of 
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the British Commissaries in the mixed commission to the 
Marquis of Londonderry, { sincerely lament that my furebod- 
ings as to the extent of the traffick in skaves, have been fully 
realized ; that more slaves were carried from Africa in the 
course of last year than in the preceding year. Deeming it a 
part of my duty, however painful it may be, to communicate 
such information as I may obtain on this important subject, I 
have now the honour of transmitting, herewith enclosed, a 
memorandum on that subject, which I beg you may lay before 
Earl Bathurst. I have the honour to be, sir, your: most obe- 
dient humble servant, C. MAC CARTHY. 
Henry Gousovrn, M. P. 


2. Memorandum alluded to in Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s waco 
14th January, 1822. 

The o official communications of Sir George Collier will have 
made his Majesty’s government acquainted with the state of 
the Slave Trade, up to the period of that officer’s departure 
from the coast; it is therefore proposed to limit the present 
remarks to the actual state of the traffick during the last siz 
months, Of the illicit trade on the leeward coast, a very cor- 
rect estimate may be formed, on the results of the several 
cruises made during the above period by his Majesty’s ships 
on that station. 

In the months of July and August, his Majesty’s ship Myr- 
midon cruised in the bight of Biafra, and in the course of a few 
weeks, sixteen slave vessels were boarded and examined by 
her ; of this, only one, the Adelaide, (a Portuguese schooner,) 
came within the provisions of the public conventions. She 
was brought to this Colony, and condemned in the Mixed 
Court. 

His Majesty’s ship Pheasant was also employed about the 
same period on the leeward station ; this ship at Whydah, 
“(formerly an English fort,) and Badagry, found six slavers un- 
der Portuguese colours. These vessels, equipped with boil- 
ers, irons, water casks, &c. had no slaves on board, and of 
coutse could not be detained. The slave factories in the Ca- 
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labar and at Logos, were likewise visited in July and ‘August, 
by his Majesty’s brig Snappers At these places, one Spaniard, 
8ixX Portuguese, aid six French vessels, were examined, (as 
per enclosed list.) The Conceicao, a Portuguese schooner, 
having slaves on board, was brought to this Colony for son 
dication. 

The next cruise of the Myrmydon on the leeward st: i 
was equally conclusive as to the increased state of this horri- 
ble traffick. Proceeding to the southward, as far as the Bon- 
ny, Captain Leeke found that river swarming with slave ves- 
sels under different flags ; eight bore the colours of his Most 
Christian Majesty, (as per memorandum,) and of these, four 
had their inhuman cargoes on board. 

The circumstances of a heavy duty or custom becoming due 
to the Chiefs of Bonny and Calabar, on every slave ship when 
fully laden, necessarily induces them to keep a kind of regis- 
try of the different vessels ; numeral lists from these rivers, 
and founded on the said registry, frequently come to this Co- 
lony ; ; but from their magnitude, had been deemed eXagge-" 
rated and incredible. “ies 

Captain Leeke, however, in the month of October, ascer- 
tained, on good authority, that the number of slave cargoes 
taken out of the Bonny, from July in the preceding year up to 
that time, was actually one hundred and ninety. A similar 
return from Calabar for a like period, made a total of one 
hundred and sixty-two. 

The line of coast from this Célony to Cape Mount, was the. 
scene of the Snapper’s cruise: in October Lieut. Knight, 
her commander, in the course of ten days fell in with nine 
slave vessels. Of this number eight were French, (per en- 

closure,) the other under Dutch oolonte with a Apri of 
slaves on board, escaped. 

The Galinas, a notorious slave factory not far to leeward 
of this Colony, is rarely indeed without slave ships : the ” 
latest accounts state that there are three vessels under French — 
colours now lying there. From Shehan, a place still nearer 
us, a large slave vessel, fully laden, and under the same flag 
sailed witbin the last ten days. 
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. On the foregoing facts, as to the state of the leeward Slave 
Trade, it would be quite superfluous for me to ‘offer any 
comment: wherever His Majesty’s sbips touched, they 
found that criminal traffick in full activity : nor is it difficult 
to assume that it is carried on with redoubled ardour during 
the occasional and necessary absence of our vessels from their 
eruizing ground. 

. The renewal of the traffick in human beings on the ei 
ward coust, must be viewed by every friend to humanity with 
deep regret ; accompanied as that renewal has been, with 
cruel wars amongst the hitherto peaceful natives. The arri- 
val of a slave sbip in any of the adjacent rivers is the signal 
for attack: the hamlets of the natives are hurned, and the 
miserable survivers carried and sold to the slave factors. 

The line of coast from the Island of Goree to the mouth of 
the Gambia, and from thence to the Portuguese establish- 
ments of the Cacheo and Bissao would seem to be the princi- 
pal seat of this guilty trafick to windward. From tbis quarter, 


in addition to the ordinary exportation in large vessels, avery | 


extensive carrying trade is kept up with the Cape de Verd 
Islands, principally by the small craft belonging to Goree and 
Senegal. 

The slave traders at Cacheo have italics their traffick 
in the Rio Grande anew feature of barbarous atrocity. They 
visit rivers in armed sloops and boats, landing during the 
nightand carrying off as many as possible of the truly wretched | 
inhabitants. An appeal to this Colony has been lately made 
on behalf of three villages lately ravaged in this manner.. - 

The fine rivers Munez and Pongas are entirely under the » 
control of a renegado European and geri ch ers. 
Mostrof the slaves sent from the former river find their way 
to Cacheo and the Cape Verds, from whence it is said eer 
are shipped as domestics to the Brazils.  ~ 

A French schooner, M. Dees master, took’ eta tire 95 
slaves ; and a Spaniard, commanded by one Morales, also” 
shipped ‘160 some time since in the Rio Pongas. This néver, 
not Jong ago, was considered {oo near sepblelouts to be ap- 
proached with marey by slave vessels. ~ 
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A general idea of the traffick to windward, may therefore 
be formed from the circumstance, that latterly a great num- 
ber of slaves have been exported from the Pongas, and thst 
slave vessels may always be found lying there. 

Since the departure of Sir Charles MacCarthy for fie 
Isles de Loss, the above statement has been fully corrobora- 
ted by the return of His Majesty's brig of war Thistle, com- 
manded by Lieut.Hagan, from a visit to the Rio Pongas. ‘The 
Thistle has brought in, under seizure, the schooner * Rosa- 
lia,’ Don Francisco Freyne, late master, having onboard a 
cargo of 60 slaves, bound to the Havannah. It is supposed 
that she had no regular papers, as the master, who has suc- 
ceeded Freyne said she had none at all, and he refused to 
come down to Sierra Leone. The Rosalia had lost eight of 
her crew in the Pongas ; she sailed apparently under Spanish 
colours ; but as her case is now before the Court of Mixed 
Commission, itis not possible to give any thing material rela- 
ting to her. Lieut. Hagan, however, confirms the fact of the 
Slave Trade, being rather increased than diminished. 


ae 

It appears from the above memorandum, that in little more 
than one year, from two rivers only on the windward coast of 
Africa, a region where the Slave Trade is interdicted by the 
decision of all the maritime powers of Europe, 352 cargoes of 
slaves have been taken. But is this traffick mitigated in its 
character? No. More terrible are its cruelties—darker its 
horrcurs. The Slave Trader now often selectsa small fast sail- 
ing vessel, and because the proportion of his gain is so much in- 
creased by a crowded cargo, if he escapes’ detection, while 
the proportion of his loss is so little augmented if he is cap- 
tured, he fills its whole capacity with the victims of his relent- 
less avarice. It is stated by Sir George Collier, in his Report 
dated the 27th of December, 1821, that in two small vessels, 
“ The one only 73, the other about 160 tons, captured by 
the boats of the Tartar and Thistle, there were 700 slayes.”’ 
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In March, 1821, Sir George Collier captured, in the river 
Bonny, the Anna Maria, a Spanish schooner, trom Cuba, La 
Roche master, having on board more than 460 slaves. The 
males, with the exception of those styled domestic slaves, 
(whose duty it is to wait upon others,) were all jinked in 
shackles by the leg in pairs, some of them bound in cords, 
and several had their arms and legs so lacerated by the 
tightness of this restraint, that the flesh was completely 
worn through. af 


Papers published last March, by order of the House of Commons. 


Concerning the extent of this odious and bloody trade, we 
beg leave to adduce one or two more quotations from these 
interesting papers, just printed in Londor. 

Extract from the Marquis of Londonderry’s letter to Sir Charles 
Stuart, dated March 26, 1823. 

«¢ There seems scarcely a spot on the coast, which does not 
show traces of the Slave Trade, with all its attendant horrours. 
The arrival of a slave ship in any of the rivers on the wind~ 
ward coast, is the signal for war between the natives. The 
hamlets of the weaker party are burnt, aud the miserable sur- 
vivers are carried off and sold as slaves.” z 

We have the following paragraph in Sir George Collier’s 
Report, dated the 27th December, 1821. 

‘* Witnessing as | have for the last three years, the Slave 
Trade in allits horrours, it would give me the sincerest satis- 
faction if L could with truth report that it was really declin- 
ing ; but if I should do so, f should only mislead their Lord- 
ships, and as I think, thereby compromise <.: character, 
It is true that certain powers have abandoned the trade en- 
tirely, and others have professed, and even engaged, to con- 
fine it to within certain limits; but notwithstanding, my fuil 
persuasion is, this infamous traffick i in amount is no Jess than it 
was ; and numberless opportunities of personal. observation 
— that in the manner of conducting it, in crael- 
ty and brotality it cannot be surpassed.” 

It is evident from these facts, that the present system of 
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operations to suppress-the Slave Trade, can never effect the 
end for which it is designed.* Before this traffick will termi- 
nate, it must be pronounced by the whole Christian world an 
offence against the law of nations, and those who engage in it 
mast be pursued as the worst enemies of the human race. 
As long as ruffian adventurers. can take refuge under the flag 
of any great maritime power, so long will Africa bleed under 
the rod of injustice, and sink under the weight of her chains. 
The British government, for its noble and persevering exer- 
tions against the Slave Trade, merits the commendation and 
the thanks of all men. England has covered herself with unfad- 
ingglory. But though she bas done much, and is disposed todo 
Mere, al] her efforts seem not even to have diminished the 
evil which they were intended to remedy. We trust, how- 
ever, that Great Britain “ will be among the first to imitate 
the example set by our own nation, in making this trade pira- 
cy, which, (to use the language of the committee of the Afri- 
can Institution in their very interesting report of the 8th of 
May, 1821,) must sooner or later become a part. of the uni- 
_ versal code of the civilized world.” 

We record with feelings of the highest gratification, the re- 
solution adopted yesterday, (28th February.) almost unani- 
mously, by the House of Representatives of the United States; 
a resolution, which, while it confers honour on our country, 
will, we believe, do something to alleviate the miseries of a 
people who seem born but to suffer. 

On motion of the Hon. C.F. Mercer ; ' 

Resolved, “ That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to enter upon, and to prosecute, from time to time, such 
negotiations with the several maritime powers of Europe and 
Aterica, as he may deem expedient for the effectual abolition 
ofthe African Slave Trade, and its ultimate denunciation, as 
piracy, under the law of nations, by the consent of ibs whole 
civilized world.” 

The main question, on agreeing to this resolution, was. taken 

by yeas and nays—yeas 131, nays 9. 


* Only 20 vessels have been condemned by the Court of Mixed Commission. 
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We regret, that unavoidable circumstances, prevent our in- 
serting the whole of the able and powerful speech made to sus- 
tain this resolution, by the honourable gentleman who offered 
it. Weare happy, however, to introduce the following ex- 
tracts- After having adverted to the fact of the present in- 
troduction of slaves into the southern territories of the United 
States, «‘ Sir,” said Mr. M. **the United States cannot be in- 
sensible to the danger of inundating with new floods of this popu- 
lation, not only the islands on their southern border, but their 
own territory. I appeal to the generous feelings, as well aa 
to the sound policy of the south, to avert this growing calami- 
ty. We have seen that this cannot be effected by the few ves- 
sels occasionally despatched to the coast of Africa, by the 
United States, with instructions to search no vessels but such 
as bear the American flag. We know that amidst the sparse 
population of Florida, no measures of internal policy can prove 
more efficient. 

“The resolution under consideration offers the only reme- 
dy. Let the Slave Trade be denounced, as piracy, by the 
consent of the maritime powers of Europe, and this new spe- 
cies of piracy, will disappear like every other from the face 
of the ocean. Mr. M. said, he was aware that objections had 
been taken to the legal propriety of affixing this denomination 
to this offence- The law of nations derives its authority from 
the consent of nations, and that consent may make piracy of 
any offence on the high seas. But what is piracy ? Is it rob- 
bery on the high seas, animo furandi, without colour of law, 
withont any commission from any recognized authority ? And 
is it not robbery to seize, not the property of the man, but his 
person ? To put his life to hazard in the pestilent hole of a 
slave ship, and in order, if he lives through the voyage, to con- 
sign him, and not himself only, but his latest posterity, to in- 
terminable slavery in an unknown land. It is ascertained that 
one-third of these unhappy beings perish, in their voyage 
from Africa to their destined market. Is it not as much mur- 
der, to poison the atmosphere of man as to poison his food, ox 
to plunge a dagger in hisheart. Itisto kill him with the ag- 
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grivated horrours of aslow death, and to kill for the gratifica- 
tion of the most abandoned cupidity. It is robbery combined 
with murder, and may it not be justly pronounced by the con- 
current voice of mankind {o be piracy?” * * * * * # 

“Finally,” said Mr. Mercer, “for the success of this ex- 
periment, the present time is most propitious. South Ameri- 
ca has furnished a market for slaves. ‘I'wo years only have 
elapsed, since this House recognized the independence of the 
five Spanish provinces, now States of Mexico, Colombia, Bue- 
nos Ayres, Chili, and Pern ; and in the course of the present 
session, the Executive, with the consent of the Senate, has de- 
puted ministers to the several governments of these newly 
born empires. The instructions of these ministers are now 
preparing, and if, among them there shall be this resolution, 
backed by the approving voice of this house, will they deny 
this small boon it asks of their humanity, in return for the re- 
cognition of their sovereignty? In conclusion, Mr. M. im- 
plored the success of his cause from the hotnaaiey he demand- 
ed it from ue Junti¢e of the House.” 


—_——— 


No. 9 
HORROURS OF THE SLAVE TRADE. \ 


Extracts from Queries proposed by Viscount Castlereagh, to, 
and answers of, the African Institution in London, Decem= 
ber, 1816. ; 

QuERIES 19, 20. 
Has it not been found, that the trade is conducted with 
peculiar inhumanity and waste of Sg by these illicit 
traders ? 
State the instances that have latterly occurred to itiaotrate 


Ne the fact. 
ANSWERS 19, 
Ag Undoubtedly. ‘The Slave stated are now crowded to ex- 
cess, and the mortality is dreadful. ‘The following are’ some 


of the instances which have come to our knowledge :-— 
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1, The Venus Havannera, under Spanieh colours, of the 
burden of about 180 tons, carried off from the river Bonny» 
530 Slaves. When captured on her passage to the Havan- 
nah, and carried into Tortola, the mortality was found to 
haye amounted to 120, 

. La Manella, a ship of the burden of 272 tons, sailed 
under the Spanish flag, and took on board in the river Bon- 
ny, 642 Slaves. The deaths on the passage to the West 
Indies, previous to her capture, amounted to 140. 

3. The Gertrudes, a ship sailing under the Spanish flag, 
took on board upwards of 600 Slaves. This ship was taken 
while yet on the African coast, and brought to Sierra Leone 
for adjudication.. But notwithstanding the short time that 
had elapsed since the Slaves were taken on board, such was 
the dreadful state of crowding, that about 200 died before 
the ship was brought in, or within a short time after her 
arrival ; many, even of those who survived, were so much 
debilitated by their sufferings, as never te be likely to enjoy 
sound health. 

4. Nueva Constitucion, a vessel under the Spanish flag, 
of only 30 tons burden, had on board 81 Slaves ; but having 
been brought in, within a few days after the Slaves had been 
taken on board, the bad effects which must have followed 
snch a state of crowding on a very long passage, were pre- 
vented. 

5. The Maria Primeira, a ship under Portuguese colours, 
took on board upwards of 500 Slaves. ‘This number was 
reduced to 403, in consequence of extreme crowding, before 
she was brought iuto Sierra LeOne ; and nearly 100 more 
died soon after, in consequence of the diseases contracted 
on board. 

6. Portuguese brig, San Antonio, of 120 tons, took on 
board 600 Slaves. When captured, although she had only 
sailed $0 leagues, 30 Slaves had already died ; and many 
more were found to be in a dying state, and died soon 
after. The capturing officer took 150 of the Slaves on board 
his own,ship, to prevent the almost universal mortality he 
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apprehended. When he first went on board the Slave ship, 
he found a dead body, in a state of absolute putridity, lying 
among the sick. 


7. The Spanigh ship Carlos, under 200 tons burden, took 
on board 512 Negroes, in acdition to a crew consisting of 
84. About 80 Slaves had died previous to her capture, and 
the rest were in a most deplorable state. Many more in. 
stances might be added ; but these may be considered as ex- 
hibiting the ordinary rate of mortality on board the ships 
engaged in the illicit Slave Trade. 


The number of Slaves imported from the Ist of January, 
1817, to the let of January, 1818, into Rio de Janeiro, in 
forty- two ships, was 18,033. A much larger number, viz, 
20.075 had been embarked, but 2042 had died in the Mid- 
dle passage. One veseel, the Protector, had taken on board 
807 slaves at Mozambique, of whom 339 died during the 
voyage. 

On the 9th of May, 1818, Mr. Chamberlain writes, that 
the Slave-trade had now increased beyond all former ex, 
ample; twenty-five vessels having arrived: since the begin- 
ring of the year, none bringing less, and many of them 
more than 400 of these unhappy beings, which made the 
importation at least ten thousand during the preceding four 
months. 

The number of Slaves imported into Rio de Janeiro, from 
January 1, to December 31, 1818, was 10,802. The num- 
ber embarked had been 22,231, in fifty-three ships, of 
whom 2429 had died on the passage. One vessel, the Pero- 

Ja de Norta, from Mozambique, lost 161 out of 421; another, 
the Uniao Feliz, from Mozambique, lost 229 out of 659 ; a 
ihird, the St- Jose Diligente, from Kilimane, lost 238 out 
of 464. 


63 


The ship the Rodeur, Captain B— , of two hundred 
tonsburden, left Havre, the 24th of January, 1819, for the 
coast of Africa, and reached its destination the 14th of 
March, following, anchoring at Bonny, in the river Calabar, 
The crew consisting of twenty two men, enjoyed good health 
during the outward voyage, and during their stay at Bonny, 
where they remained till the 6th of April- Fifteen days 
after they had set sail on the retura voyage, they remarked, 
that the Negroes, who, to the number of one hundred and 
sixty, were crowded together (entasses) in the hold and be- 
tween decks, had contracted a considerable redness of the 
eyes, which spread with singularrapidity. No great atten- 
tion was at first paid fo these symptoms, which were thought 
to be caused only by the want of air in the hold and by the 
searcity of water which bad already begun to be felt. At 
this time they were limited to eight ounces of water a day, 
which quantity was afterwards reduced to the half of a wine 
glass. By the advice of M. Maignan, the surgeon of the 
ship, the Negroes, who had hitherto remained shat up in the 
hold, were brought upon deck in succession, in order that 
they might breathe a purer air. But it became necessary to 
abandon this expedient, salutary as it was, because that 
many of those Negroes, affected with .Vostalgia, (meaning 
the passionate desire to revisit their native land) threw them- 
selves into the sea, locked in each other’s arms- 

The captain caused several of the Negroes, who were 
prevented in the attempt to throw themselves overboard, to 
be shot and hung, in the hope that so terrible a spectacle 
might deter the others from a similar conduct. But even 
this severity proved unavailing, and the Slaves were again 
confined entirely to the hold. 

The disease which had spread itself so rapidly and fright- 
fully among the Africans, soon began to infect all on board, 
and to create alarms for the crew. 

The sufferings of the people, and the number of the blind, 
augmented every day ; 80 that the crew, previously alarmed 
hy the apprehension of a revolt among the Negroes, were 
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seized with the farther dread of not being able to make the 
West Indies, if the only sailor who had hitherto escaped the 
contagion, and on whom their whole hope rested, should 
become blind like the rest. This calamity had actually be- 
fallen the Leon, a Spanish vessel, which the Rodeur met 
with, on her passage, and the whole of whose crew, ‘having 
become blind, were under the necessity of altogether aban- 
doning the direction of their ship. They entreated the 
charitable interference of the Rodeur: buat the seamen of 
this vessel could not either quit her to go on board the 
Leon, on account of the cargo of Negroes, nor receive the 
crew of the Leon on board the Rodeur, iu which there was 
scarcely room for themselves. The difficulty of taking care 
of so large a number of sick, in so confined a space, and 
the total want of fresh meat and of medicines, made them 
envy the fate of those who were about to become the victims 
of a death which seemed to them inevitable, and the con- 
sternation was general. 

The Leon has not been heard of since, and doubtless was 
Jost. 

The Rodeur reached Guadaloupe on the 21st ot Sells 1819, 
her crew being in a most deplorable condition. Of the Ne- 
groes, thirty-nine had become perfectly blind, twelve had 
lost an eye, and fourteen were affected with blemishes 
more or less considerable. Of the crew, twelve lost their - 
sight entirely, among whom was the surgeon; five became 
blind of one eye, one of them being the captain; and four 
were partially injured.” Of the captain, it is added,* that 
“ he did not cease in the midst of the greatest danger, to 
lavish his attentions on the Negroes and the sailors, with a 
zeal and devotedness which exceed all praise.” !! 

’ Such is the account of the voyage of the Rodeur, as given 
by M. Guillie. But in this account, one of the most horri¢! 
circumstances connected with the transaction is wholly 
omitted, probably because it illustrated no medical principle ; 
namely, the fact, that the Slaves who are stated to have be- 
come blind were thrown into the sea and drowned. 


* French Journal. 


65 


In the month of September, 1820, the Sieur Lemoine, 
master and owner of the schooner oo” or. the Bam- 
boche, left the Mauritius, under Engli ish colours, shaping 
bis course towards the coasts of Madagascar and of the 
Mozambique. He fell in with a Portuguese vessel, Jaden 
with Negroes and gold dust. An eagerness and thirst of gain 
seized upon his soul: he run along-side of the Portuguese 
vessel, and immediately killed the mate by a musket shot : 
haviag boarded her, he soon obtained possession of the 
vessel thus attacked ; and his first questions were addressed 
to a Portuguese Colonel, aged 50, of whom he enquired 
where the money and gold dust were deposited. After this 
short interrogatory, Lemoine purposely stepped aside, and a 
man named Reineur, who was behind him, witha pistol blew 
out the unfortunate Colonel’s brains. But these crimes were 
not enough to satisly their savage inbumanity. The master 
of the captured vessel, alarmed by the rapid succession of 
these massacres, threw himself overboard, in order to escape 
a more immediate death. Vain hope! the fury of Lemoine 
and his accomplices were not yet allayed. They pursued 
him in a boat, and, having soon overtaken him, they cut him 
on the head with a sabre. ‘The unfortunate man, feeling 
himself wounded, caught hold, in order to support himself, 
of the boat in which his murderers were, who, profiting by 
this last effort of despair, had the dastard crueity to run a 
sword into his throat, the point of which came out at the 
side of their victim: the body disappeared, and they return- 
ed on board fatigued, but not satisfied with murders ! They 
shut up in the hold, the remaining Portuguese sailors, and 
after having taken off the rich cargo, they scuttled the ship 
and sunk her with the crew they had thus shut up. Such 


is the Slave-trader. 


A female slave having refused food, being asked by the 
Interpreter, what she wanted, replied “ nothing but to die.” 
— ; ian " ; 
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Sir George Collicr’s Report for 820. 

On this distressing subject, so revolting to every well 
regulated mind, I will add, that such is the merciless treat- 
ment of the Slaves, by the persons engaged in the traffick, 
that no fancy can picture the horrour of the voyage; crowded 
together so as not to give the power to move, linked one to 
the other by the leg, never unfettered while life remains, 
or till the iron shall have fretted the flesh almost to the 
bone, forced under a deck, as | have seen them, not thirty 
inches in height, breathing an atmosphere the most putrid 
and pestilential possible, with little food and less water, 
subject also to the most severe punishment, at the caprice 
or fancy of the brute who may command the vessel. It is 
to me a matter of extreme wonder, that any of these miser- 
able people live the voyage through ; many of them, indeed, 
perish on the passage, and those who remain to meet the 
shore, present a picture of wretchedness language cannot 
express. 
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——— 


MARYLAND AUXILIARY SOCIETY, 
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Col. John Eager Howard, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Gen. Robt. Goodloe Harper.... 
Gen. Wm. H. Winder......e.00 


Luke Tiernan, Treasurer. 


+eeeeeEon. Chief Justice Bruce. 
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Edward J. Coale, Secretary. 


NEW-YORK AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 
Col. Henry Rutgers, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


John R..B. Rodgers M. D..eceseeee 
Col. William BES sd tdalenis oc'daiad.04o 


Jonathan Goodhue, Treasurer. 


| «»Rev. Alexander M‘Leod, D. D. 
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| Rey. Paschal W. Strong, See’ry. 
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—— 


VERMONT AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 
Hon. Elijah Paine, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Hon. Cornelius P. Van Ness,.... | +++++e+e+-.Gen. Abner Forbes, 


Hon. Jonathan Lotmis, 7reasurer, 


Rev. Chester Wright, Secretary. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF ANNAPOLIS. 
J. T. Chase, President. 
Vice-Presidents, 


Ist, William Rilty .cassonacpeecsec 
2d, Thomas Blakistone.scececesere 
3d, William Spencer.ssseccccsseee 
Ath, Peter Emerson.esccesscesscere 
5th, C. Dorseysccccccccecccecesecs 
6th, Dr. Thomas Johnson..+.+esees 
7th, William Haywardseseseceeees 
Sth, James Murraysecerasseeeesees 
9th, Benjamin W. Lecompte....+- 
10th, John Moffat ...s..+.seeeeees 


A. C. Magruder, Secretary. 


11th, Wm. D. Diggess......eseese 
12th, Wm. R. Stiart.cc.ccccvsceee 
13th, Ephraim K. Wilson....cesess 
14th, R. B. Taneyeccocecccccccces 
15th, Charles S. Sewall.sscccceeee 
16th, William Hughlett. «cesses 
17th, Thomas Kenedy..secceseceee 
18th, George C. Washington... 
19th, James Tidball...cscccccseess 
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Jonathan Pinkney, Treasurer. 


John Brewer, Recorder. 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF FREDERICK COUNTY, VA.° 


‘ Natbanie] Burwell, President. 


Obed Waite, Treasurer... | Augustine C. Smith, Secretary, 
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AUXILIARY SQCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD. 


i 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF HARPER’S FERRY, VA. 
John Stubblefield, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


William M‘Guire..eccecerece 
Armistead Beckhantsscecsecece 


sevcescceceehdWard Wager, 
sveeceeeeeesRoger Humphreys. 


Jacob Wark, Treasurer...++. | ««--John P. M‘Guire, Secretary. 
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Ludwell Leeises cesnesesne pen ane 
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Samuel Nickols...cccdcccssecess 
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Dr. Samuel I. Gramer, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Bushrod C: Washington...... 
Adam Weaver ecsscceccccscecs 


seeeeeJohn T. A. Washington. 
+eeseeGeorge W. Humphreys. 


Henry S. Turner.secececeeeee | eeeeee Nathaniel Craighill. 
Robt. Washington, Treasurer. | ....John Marshall, Secretary. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF SHEPHERDSTOWN, VA. 
James S. Lane, President. 
Vice President....+.«++.John Baker. 
John Cookus, Treasurer.s.+. | ..Rev. C. P, Kranth, Seeretary. 


AUXILIARY ‘SOCIETY OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 
Hon. Daniel Smith, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Dr. Peachy Harrisons... 
Major John Kenny.essesee 
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James M. Bushossess 


eoveeeesRev. Daniel Baker. 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY IN NEW-LONDON, VA. 
Rev. Jobn Early, President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

James Stephen Sen.eccveeee | sesseeeeesCol. John Wall. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY, MD. 
John Johnson, President. 
: Vice- Presidents. 
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Thomas H. Taylor, Treasurer..++e+ | eeeeeeWilliam Hooker, Secretary 
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Plato Stout, Corresponding Secretary. 


Ennis Duncan, Jr. Recording Secretary. 
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Tur annual iiok of the “Feinale Missionary Society ry of the 


Western District, was held at Whitesborough, Sept. 4 21 
day was favorable, and drew together a respectable as 


the ladies from the adjacent: towns, An appropriate sermon ee . 


delivered by the Rev. J. Frost, of Whitesborough—a _ copy of which 


has been requested foe pbb iteations for the gratification of the friends~ 
of missions. The object which called us together—the diffusion of 


the blessed gospel—the union and missionary ardor which glowed i me 


every heart—the success attending the efforts of this society, and — 
the probable result of the events ai this day, awaken many ‘dabickt! 
_ ful associations. After the sermon, the members’ paid | in. their 
_subscriptioas—the reports were Aa ame fligrins officers 
chosen for the year ensuing, viz “ad 


wal Peay, 0° FR 


4 AS "HANNAH P. DAVIS, President. ELECTA RANDAL, Secretary. 
=" 


ne CYNTHIA RISLEY, Treasurer. 
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES, — 
a, *; SARAH KIRKLAND,» SEisis a 
f ELECTA KING Utica-—- Committee for Missions. 
=. > MRS. TILLMAN, . he 


HELEN PLATT, 
* SMELAwivA Er P. DAVIS, 
a" ke % ‘FALLY TAYLOR, "7 Clinton. 
- as | COR RISLEY, 
; “« NANCY BANCOCK,? New-Har ford. 
+ ELECTA RANDA 


-y HANNAH WEEKS, Paris. LAURA BACON, Sangerfeld. 
th REBECCA WILLIAMS, Vernon. MEEHITABLE ELLES, Westmorelanal, 
_ The trustees have the happiness to submit the following address, 
with the accompanying reports. When they are read, we trust 
i ry one, satisfied with the fidelity, and animated by the suc- 
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s of our missionaries—will redouble their prayers, their exertions 


~~ and their benefactions in the cause of of domestic missions, the year te 
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‘FIETH REPORT. 
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ADDRESS OF THE DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES. 


"As the friends and patrons of this society are now furnished with 


‘the fifth annual report of its doings, they will receive our affectionate 


salutations, our acknowledgments and our counsels. May the 
opening of a new year, while it furnishes new occasion of gratitude 
for the past, find us more than ever devoted to the cause of missions 
for the future, so that should it be said, this year thou shalt die, we 
may be found like our Divine Master, employed in seeking and sav- 
ing that which is lost. Your liberality has been duly appreciated, 
while you have made us the distributors of your bounty, aware of 
the responsibility of the trust we have endeavored -_conscienciously 


to fulfil it. Missionaries of suitable qualifications have been em- 
ployed, by whose reports you see that they have been neither inac- 


tive nor unsuccessful. ‘They have strengthened the hands of many 
a feeble church, confirming its faith, enforcing its discipline and el- 
evating its piety. That invaluable, but too much neglected. mode 
of instruction, family visitation, has not been overlooked: hundreds 
who have heard the word gladly in public, have enjoyed the familiar 
teachings of your missionaries; here light has shone upon an ob- 
scure doctrine ; there cases of conscience have been resolved, faults 
before unnoticed have been detected and the backslider roused to 
penitence and new obedience; there unhappy beings who have 
seldom darkened the doors of a church, have been found out and the 
pointed and skilful address directed to the conscience. The month- 
ly concert, sabbath schools, education societies and missions have 
been zealously advocated. That oppostion which could arise only. 
from ignorance and sectarian policy has been silenced, and the claims 
of these noble objects upon the countenance and the charity of eve- 
ry friend to man, have been set in their proper light. This part of a 
missionary’s toil will not be considered as lost, when the value of. 
these blessed ‘nstitutions, destined to take the lead in ushering in 
the final triumphs of the cross, is duly weighed. ae 

The lambs -f the flock, and the youth in generad have bee ‘ote, 
ced; both i in the family circle, and in the school room they ha bees 
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fectionately addressed, and all the encourageinent in that peculiar 


promise “ they that seek me early shall find me” has been held out— 
while covenant mercies have been supplic ated for them. Accessions te 
the church, and to your society by branches have been made, The 
“puimerous associations to the west, combining so large a ‘por tion of 
female excellence, have received a visit fir om one of your missi mae 
ries to confirm them in the good course and to bring you back oe oS iy 
rances of their unabated zeal and attachment: Add to this, God 
has specially blest the preaching of the word. In several places” 
there has been more or less religious excitement. Sinners have felt 
the anguish of a wounded spirit ; many haye become reconciled to + 
God ty the blood of the cross and are now ‘happy in the christian’s 
hope. 

From this review of the operations of our society, who can regret the 
aid she has lent it. Constrained to say “behold what hath God 
wrought,” is there not abundant cause for gratitude P Little as these Py 
objects are thought of by the world, they are precious in the sight of 
Christ—yea the time is coming when it shall appear, that they, who 
have promoted the least of them will have done a richer service to — 
mankind than the proudest statesman or conqueror. 

Friends of the Female Missionary Society, will you not redouble 
your efforts? Are motives wanting? Has a cent been expended in 
vain? Have you not had decisive attestations of the divine favour ? 
Wherever your missionaries have gone, have they not been received 
with open arms? Let the silent tears rolling down the cheek on 
their departur tell how dearly their persons and their labors were | 
prized, and how sincere was the regret that they could be no longer 
‘enjoyed. This society instead of interfering with the claims of any 
other kindred ones, is the well wisher and promoter of them all. 

_ Do you doubt the propriety of a female society of this sort? are 
“bu sincere? The approbation of the great body of the church, but 
especially the signal smiles of heaven upon it, should at once and 
forever convince you. Has the value of the soul lessened ? is it not 

ortal, and in jeopardy every hour? who among us can dwel! in 
deere flames? who among us can endure everlasting burnings? — 

Let thot fair portion of the Lord’s heritage, the two hundred des- — 
fitute churches in this state, be given up, and the cause of missions 

oned, quick would the sound of prayer die away from the 
sanctuarf—the glorious work of reformation would stop—society 
would revert back to barbarianism, and a soil, rich as the yalg@ 2 
dom, weuld spew out its coppice population. 
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Branches of this society—your aid is indispensable, Much is de- 
pending upon you. Having been instrumental in so much good, 
will you now forsake us? will you not continue to strengthen our 

hands and cheer the hearts of thousands? Is your individual remit- 
tance too small to be missed? Our treasury is. made up of small 
sums. Let every branch withdraw, and where are we? When the 
honor of divine truth and the salvation of souls is depending, we 
know you will persevere, remembering how that the Lord Jesus said 
«it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Ve ministers of Jesus—lend us your influence. While your fusi- 
ness, like the master you serve, is to do good, we cast ourselves up- 
on your patronage. To you we look up as our spiritual fathers and 
directors, and confidently expect, that for us your prayers will as- 
eend, and that you will not be backward to enlist female liberality 
on our side, by youranimating addresses. When our funds have 
been low, and our hearts have despended, how have ‘your sie a8 
ted remittances encouraged us. 

Daughters in Israel—we want your aid. Can you make no re- 
trenchments in your dress? the avails of it may help to preserve 
some virtuous female from the paths of the destroyer—may carry 
hope to the cesolate, and salvation to the lost. What a lustre would 
the spirit of missions shed upon all your other accomplishments ? 

Venerable Mothers—we solicit your help. We plead for those 
regions where many a mother is banished from the sanctuary—sits 
alone withherharp hung upon the willows. Memory may recall past 
privileges, but that recollection harrows up her seul. Deprived of 
that gospel which is “ the power of God unto salvation,” she trem- 
bles, lest the children she has borne into the world, should people the 
abodes of death. In such a case, would not the gospel be an infinite 
blessing to you and yours? and would it not be equally so to them? 
are you basking under its beams, and shall they pine away vom He 
in the region and shadow of death ? 

Finally, may we all be stimulated to greater activity and ih 
ness ; realizing the worth of the soul, the brevity of life, and 
the master we serve, will recompense “at the resurrection of the a 
the humblest service done for him: 


all 
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REV. J. TORREY’S MISSIONARY REPORT. 
To the Directors ‘of the Female Missionary Society. 
Lapvies— oe Perm yc. Mido is 

Having received an appointment from you, in the latter part of 
August, 1820, to labour as a missionary, for the term of three months, 
in the destitute parts of Chautauque county, I immediately proceed- 
ed to the place assigned, where I arrived on the !1th of September. © 

It was my endeavor to spend the short period allotted to me, in’ 
such a manner as the wants of this very destitute portion of country —__ 
seemed to demand. As there is but one permanent presbyterian 
minister in the whole county, the call for missionary labors was ve- 
ry general and pressing. ‘The people were sensible of their desti- 
tute condition, and expressed unusual anxiety to enjoy the preached 
word. I received many more requests to preach than it was possi- 
ble to fulfil. As far as I was able, I followed the spirit of your di- 
rections, and proportioned my labours according to the wants and 
importance of the various places, where they were put in requisition. 
About six weeks were spent in Fredonia, two in the neighboring set- 
tlement of Pomfret, one in Gerry, and three im visiting the other 
churches established in various parts of the county. I preached in 
from twelve to fourteen places. The assemblies were generally 
crowded, attentive, and solemn. 

My labors commenced at the village of Fredonia. A presbyte- 
rian society had been formed in this place for some time, and it is 
not long since they enjoyed stated preaching. I found the society 
large, and, in many respects promising—although the church does. 
not consist of more than forty members. The school house in 
which their meetings were generally held, was not sufficiently large 
to accommodate more than half that were able, and, if they could 
be seated, disposed to attend public worship. The house was al- 
ways full, and seldom is a minister called to address a more solemn 
and interesting audience than is generally to be found in this place. 
Every eye is fixed and every mind apparently intent on the words 
of the preacher.. The church and many in the society are desirous 
of settling a minister. Doubtless they will be able to effect it by 
uniting with the people in Holmes’ district, a settlement abeut three 
miles distant in the same town. 

Here also (in Holmes’ district) there is a considerable society, and 
a church more florishing than the one at Fredonia. Christians in 
this place are apparently engaged. Although itis but seldom they 

“enjoy the preaching of the word, they are regular and attentive in 
meeting for public worship on the sabbath, and in holding confer- 
ences and prayer'meetings. A spirit of harmony and reciprocal af- 
fection exists in the church, scarcely equalled in places where reli- 
gious privileges are far more abundantly enjoyed. The church and 
society are desirous of a preacher, and by uniting with the society in 
Fredonia, which they are inclined to do, will, without doubt, soon be 
gratified. . 


vy he 

sis a desolate region, and very recently settled. The church. 

lately formed in this townis yery small, and its prospects at present 
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not flattering. Unless the church can enjoy more inissionary labor 
than they do at present, and, it is to be feared, will enjoy for a long 
time to come, no material additions, in human views can be made te 
it. The few christians in this place, expressed great gratitude for 
the small portion of labour I was able to bestow amongst them, and 
great anxiety for more missionary assistance. Nae 
The other churches which I visited are principally situated near 
the Chautauque lake. There are three churchesnear the outlet of the 
lake—one in the village, Jamestowu, and the two others im the. vi- 
cinity. Society here is more enlightened and orderly. Meetings 
were well attended, and visits well received. These churches have 
recently united together, and subscribed $200 per annum towards 
the support of a missionary. nice 
Dunkirk was particularly mentioned in my commission, I preached 
in this place one sabbath, besides a lecture. Theassembly on both oc- 
easions was small, but as large as could have been expected. The vil- 
lage consists of little more than twenty families, with a neighborhood 
of thin population. Besides being but three miles distant from Fredo- 
nia, those who weresdisposed, could easily attend public worship 
at the latter place, which they usually did. - Ihave no other apology 
for spending so small.a portion of my time in this place, than that 
ealls for assistance, in other quarters, were much louder and more 
presssing. vd tattiet 4 ~ 
Thus I have given a general view of the field which I have gone 
over. I think the society could not have chosen a spot where their 
benevolent exertions were more needed, or would have been more 
thankfully received. 1 trust too, the labors they have bestowed upon 
this field, will not prove to have been altogether im vain. In man 
instances, have individuals, with tears in their eyes, expressed their 
gratitude, through me, to the benevolent females, for the good they 
themselves had received. In more instances than one, conviction 
has seized the heart. of the sinner, and if it has not terminated in his 
conversion, has led him at least, to deep and serious enquiry about 
his eternal concerns. Although the fruits, in this instance, may not 
be so encouraging, as have blessed the efforts of your society in oth- 
_ er places, yet they are sufficiently so, to shew the excellence of your 
institution, and to excite the warmest gratitude in those christians 
to whom your favors have been extended. ade 
I have preached nearly fifty times, attended eight or ten prayer 
meetings and conferences, and visited as I had opportunity. 


Received by contribution at Fredonia, =. - » $9 29 
©). From aifemale, -.. Be) * + <= 9 - 30 M6 
From Mr. Jones of Jamestown, - = 25 

By a contribution at Holmes’ district in Pomfret 5 00 

i h a 

$16 00 


Yours eepena | . 
; TORREY. 
December 15, 1820: 
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To the Trustees of the Female Missionary Society of the Western 
, eo 4 Distrieh fe hy 
Having fulfilled my appointment of three months,* the following is 
respectfully submitted: 0, a 
My services, agreeably to your instructions, have been principally 
restricted to the destitute, in th unties of Oneida af Oswego. ' 
Situated as is this field, compared to a former one assigned me, 1. 
found myself so incompetent to meet all applications of a destitute 
aud numerous population, that several more missionaries might have 
found their hands full. The nearest-settled minister east of Camden, 
is eighteen miles; south,thirty ; west, twenty five ; north,forty or fifty. 
Most of my time was spent in Lee, Western, Florence, Williamstown, 
Vienna, and Taberg. Havegenerally attended from five to eight reli- 
gious meetings a week, and spent the intervening time in the visitation 
of families and schools. The ordinance of the supper has been several 
times adiministered—admitted about fifty to the fellowship of the 
churches, besides baptism of infants and adults. Impressed with the 
importance of personal religious interviews, I have made about two 
hundred family visits,in which I have usually conversed with every 
individual, adaptinginstructionto the caseinhand. Without taking 
this course, I Shas have been comparatively ignorant of their 
moral state; arid much useful instruction would have been withheld. 
How.many-of these humble retreats had never been broken in upon 
by a man.of God, nor received his prayers and benedictions ; and’ O, 
how many scenes of wretchedness and penury have I witnessed ; and 
how many-lessons of gratitude and humility, was I there taught. 
Visited Lee at several intervals. This people have labored under 
many. embarrassments from the prevalence of error, difference of 
opinion respecting the location of a meeting house, and from disap- 
_pointment in a candidate for settlement ; liberal efforts in connection 
with Western, having been made to procure the Rev. Mr. Mills; but 
Providence had reserved his useful services for another people. 
Organized a Female Missionary Society here. The occasion 
I trust, was sanctified to some souls. A religious excitement soon 
after commenced, and was much promoted by the labors of the Rev. 
Messrs. Snow, Dunlap and Ayres. Considerable additions were 
‘made te the church—believers were quickened. The Presbyterian, 
society, small as were their numbers and means, have reared a con- 
venient place of worship, and have lately succeeded with Western in 
obtaining the Rev. M. Long, for a year. z 
_ The religious prospects of Vienna, situated between Rome and 
_ Camden, have brightened. But three years last June, no church of 
the Presbyterian order existed there—perhaps ten dollars had never 
been annually expended for preaching»in our connexion. Now 
from forty to fifty are in covenant ;—reading meetings are crow~ 
ded on the Sabbath. Immediately on organizing the church, a 
little reyival commenced—two referred their impressions to, that 
occasion, and the general effect has been auspicious to the place.» 
* This mission, I haye been more than three years in fulfilling; as I could be spared 
from my ¢ ‘ * 
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The subject of missions, the monthly concert, the instruction 
of the rising generation, the consecration of the seed of believers to 
God, and the doctrines of the reformation have there, able and zeal- 
‘ous advocates. Besides a Presbyterian church, there are two res- 
pectable societies among the Baptists and Methodists—the former 
have finished a neat house of worship. The latter were blessed 
with a revival the winter past. 

Williamstown, lying west of Camden on the road to Oswego, has 
shared in my occasional labors. - A Presbyterian church has existed 
here nineteen years, and received additions by letter, and here and 
there a conversion—formed an auxiliary female society ; the mem- 
bers have statedly met for prayer and conversation, by which, much 
comfort has resulted to themselves, and good to the place. 

A Sunday School has been in successful operation three seasons— 


gave them an address, and furnished testaments from the Oneida 


Bible Society. Early in the winter, God began to call up the atten- 
tion of this people. I perceived’ a stillness and fixedness of atten- 
tion unusual. In the following spring, that faithful servant of God, 
the Rev. R. Adams, spent a week with them—sparing no pains in 
preaching, visiting and pressing on the conscience, the distinguish- 
ing: truths of the Bible. All were constrained to admit, that God was 
with them, of a truth. From twenty to twenty: five, already exhibit 
evidence of holiness, and the attention continues. 

Adjacent Williamstown to thé north, is Florence. This little so- 
- ciety has had several effusions of the Holy Spirit. Last summer, 
numbers were hopefully converted and added to Zion—administered 
to them the Lord’s supper, baptised and received to the church— 
Missionaries have been delighted on visiting this spot, with the fellow- 
ship and union existing among Piven and the avidity and joy 
with which they receive the word. 

It is a noticeable fact, that for fifteen and nineteen years, the presi- 
ding officers in this church, and thatat Williamstown, amidst storms 
of persecution and other hindrances, with no other reward but what 
awaits the faithful, at «the resurrection of the just,” have kept up con« 
stant reading meetings on the Sabbath, besides prayer and conference 
meetings—haye borne the burden of the church’s concerns, and 
watched over, and visited their little flocks, with pastoral fidelity. 
Should missionary societies continue to strengthen the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees of these infant churches, they will ren- 
der an essential service to Christ. A year, it is believed, and often 
six months, have rolled over them, and not one Sabbath’s instructions 
from a qualified preacher. ier " Sie 
"To the north-west of Taberg, in what is called the third town of 
Florence, is an interesting settlement. For years, I understand, this 
_ sequestered spot had never borne the foot of a missionary. At 
lengh that spiritual hunter, the Rev. J. Davenport, found his way 
there, and scattered the good seed. One or two religious eople 
persevered in establishing a Seah: meeting on the Sabbath, A 
year or two after, God poured out his spirit, and a goodly number 
“ became obedient to the faith.’ Last summer, I constituted them a, 


branch of the churchin Camden. Several who then gaye in their 
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relation, ascribed their hope under God, to Mr. Davenport’s faithful 
instruction. I well remember the account that venerable father 
gave me some years ago, of his visit in a frail state of health. Hum- 
ble as he deemed the service, and unconscious as he is of having done 
any good, will Christ forget it in the day when he shall “ make up his 
jewels?” “In the morning sow thy seed and in the evening with- 
hold not thine hand, for thou knowest not whether shall presper, 
either this or that, or whether they shall be alike good.” 

At Western I have preached on the Sabbath, attended a meeting of 
the session, when two applicants were received and baptised—dis- 
pensed the Lord’s supper. The presbyterian society is small and. 
weak in means with the exception of a few families ; they have how- 
ever, aided by the baptists, completed a handsome meeting house, 
and raised $200 for the support of the Rev. Mr. Long, six months. 

Have occasionally preached and visited at Taberg, a growing vil- 
lage in the north east corner of Camden, and the seat of the Iron 
Company on the state road from Rome to the Harbour. It is in 
contemplation to petition the legislature to become the centre of a 
town composed of sections of four contiguous towns. Should this 
take place it will become a place of consequence. It now contains 
several intelligent and respectable families. Reading meetings have 
been kept up on the sabbath—preaching is attended by large and 
listening audiences, and it is hoped Christ’s standard of the gospel 
may soon be permanently set up. The public school is under supe- 
rior regulations. About sixteen miles north west is Redfield, on the 

eat read to Sackett’s Harbor, a destitute and neglected people. 

ome years ago a clergyman of liberal education was settled here. 
Now, few in numbers and weak in resources, they are suffering a 
famine both of the word and spirit. If I do not mistake they have 
been a year without a Sabbath’s presbyterian preaching ; still there 
are a few able and inteligent families who would gladly contribute 
io the support of a missionary. There is a small methodist society 
who have now and then circuit preaching. 

Thus I have furnished yeu with a summary of my missionary ser- 
vice. J have endeavored to be diligent in administering instruction 
to the ignorant, and consolation to the afflicted. The lambs of the 
flock and the established believer have had their respective portions. 
The instruction of the rising generation has been kept in view by vis- 
iting schools, reminding parents of their duty, & recommending Sun- 
day Schools, If any have been savingly benefitted, sovereign grace 
will have the honor, and your liberality will be remembered as the 
means. In this work of benevolence you have every inducement to — 
persevere. Is it the highest ambition of some to hoard up perishing 
riches and to aggrandize their families? ’Tis yours to render others 
“rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.” Can you consecrate your 
alms to a better object? You do not know how many a widow’s heart 
has beat with joy, & how many an orphan child, exposed to the seduc- 
tions of the world, has been reclaimed to piety and usefulness by 

our bounty ; nor, how many a desponding church, pining under a 
amine of the word and spirit, has come up out of the wilderness lean- 
ing upon her beloved, nor how much has been done to render the 
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waste places of the earth “as the garden of the Lord’? ‘To the dis- 
interested, what nobler satisfaction than to be instrumental in the 


salvation of souls capable of enjoying the happiness or of enduring the 
misery of a world? Redouble, therefore, your efforts—the field 


is wide, the calls of the perishing are loud; the provision in the 


atonement is ample ; Heaven’s blessing still attends the humblest 
service. Thousands will bid your missionaries, a cordial welcome, the 
reward to the faithful will be sure, while the season for promoting 
the best of causes «ill soon be over. What your hands fad to-do, 
do it with all your might—deeply sensible at the same time, that 
while Paul may plant, and Apollos water, it is God alone that giveth 
the increase. HENRY SMITH. 


REV. JOHN WATERS’ REPORT. 
To the Female Missionary Society of the Western yd ierrick 
: E ret es ie je 
Baiovep Sisters— wae 


CS ea Mil ae aH 
On the commission T received, I have Sértorned thomaeerice of four 
weeks. ‘The first sabbath, August 27, 1820, Ispentat Remsen, On 
enquiring into their state, | found that even those who professed to 
be interested in the Savior, were in great need to be excited to more 
zeal inhis blessed cause. Found a sabbath school in this place, an 
that there was. some attention to the monthly concert. Also, that 
there was a Female Charitable Society that met onee a month. A 
meeting was likewise held on the Sabbath; but no stated meetings 
in week time. Previously to the morning exercise I visited the Sab- 
bath school—examined into their progress—made an address to the in- 
structors & to the scholars, and prayed with them, In the intermission 
I met the brothers and sisters of the church at a convenient place, 
and held with them a frank and serious conversation on the subject 
of faithfully walking with God and’one another. Was so happy as 
to see the church readily engage that they Would meet once in two 
weeks for the " of conference and prayer. The sisters like- 
wise engaged that on each intermediate week they would attend a 


retired meeting for prayer. Preached a lecture on Monday, receiv- 


~ ed two persons into the church—baptised one of them. eld fur- 


ther conference with the church after the public exercises. They 
readily agreed to commence their church conference with a day of 
fasting and prayer, and appointed a day for the purpose. Found my 


call here not only needful but well received ; though the cht 


_ tion was by no means large. After visiting their center school and 


five families [ rode to Western.) Visited one school on the ay, i 
waste part of the town of Sthuben.  — ie ine 
‘small Sab- 


bath school, which [visited and endeavored to encou ge. After : 
the forenoon exercise, I rode fo iles to a neigh od where a ~ 
great part of both Lee and Western could assemble, y Preached ata 
very intersting funeral, and to a very large collection of people. 
In addition to my labors onthe Sabbath, VY attended the monthly 
concert of prayer, held a conference with the ch ch, preached one 


In Western I spent the second Sabbath. Here I foun 
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public lecture, <3 made seven family visits. i few a le 3 this er 
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place, feel that the stated administrations of the gospel would be 
truly a privilege; but their number is but a few. Yet there is this 
consolation, these few are able and are willing to do something, Here 
is a Femate Tract Society of fifty members, paying each twenty-five 
cents per annum, and each receiving tracts to the same amount. In 
connexion with my labors, in this place I visited Lee, preached two 
public lectures ; held a serious conference with the brothers and sis- 
ters of the church—could nof but hope from appearance that there 
was produced a measure of real sensibility. The deacons engaged 
to make a religious visit to every family in the place where either of 
the united head of the family was a member of the church. Made 


nine family visits and visited one school. Here isa branch of your . 


society, consisting of forty three members. The state of vital godli- 
ness I found to be low; and future prospects not very promising. 
Both in this place and in Western they had not enjoyed scarcely any 

» preaching through the whole season. While on the expense of oth- 
ers, I readily afforded them what aid was in my power: I could but 
urge the importance of their making faithful efforts to help them- 
selves. There are always more or less families in any new settle- 
ment that can as well advance a number of dollars every year, as 
many of those can who send them the gospel ; and who at the same 
time assist in supporting a minister at home. If this were more fully 

‘ realized, and yearly subscriptions raised and proper applications 

» made for the fuedod assistance they might enjoy a measure of their 
own supply; or at least be able to lengthen out the visit of the mis- 
sionary when he should be sent among them. 

The third Sabbath, which was, October Ist, I spent in New- 
Stockbridge. In this place I spent more than a week. _Preached 
six sermons, attended one Cte, and the monthly concert of 
prayer, and established it in the center of the newly organized soci- 
ety, where it had never before been regarded. Held an exercise 
which consisted of address and prayer at the reorganizing of a Fe- 
male Branch Society. The each Society in this place, for 
want of a fostering hand, languished, and for a year had been with- 


out operation. Formed alsoa cent society, made thirty-three fam- 


ily visits and visited one school. The. people on this tract, though 
on a rich soil, having resided here, but from three to five years, and 
generally not owners of the land, are, of course, in low circumstan- 


‘ 


ces. Ona part of this tract, where it is presumed that at no very dis- — 


tant period there will be a flourishing society,which they had recently 
organized according to law. At the close of a lecture, preached in 
the center of their society; I had the satisfaction of beholding the 
men all retiring into one room for the purpese of taking measures 
for the circulation of a subscription, to hire a number of weeks’ 
eaching, while the women were in another room forming thenselves 
mto a cent society ; the avails to be appropriated for the purchase 
of tracts and other religious purposes. Received also at this time, 
ene dollgr and fourteen cents contribution. The church in New- 
Siockbeide consisted of about thirty mene situate in two extreme 
settlements; which, fam informed, has since, by consent of the pres- 
. bytery, been divided into two distiact churches. The Female Mis- 
‘ 4 a Lr 
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sionary Society is composed principally of those residing on what is 
termed the West-Hill. Miss Rebecca Goodrich is Seeretary. 

The Fourth Sabbath, November 5, I spent, by particular request, 
at Litchfield, to supply the place of your missionary, Mr. Smith, who 
at that time was absent. .Preached two sermons, their usual exer- 
cise for the sabbath: attended the monthly concert for prayer and 
made seven family visits. ; ade ey oht. 

During the above term I have preached sixteen sermons—-attended 
the monthly concert of prayer three times—attended four conferen- 
ces—visited two sabbath schools—visited four common schools— 
formed one branch society, and one cent society—received two 
persons info the church—baptized one adult—attended two funer- 
als, and made sixty one family visits. ‘ 

Dear Sisters—May the “ Lord of the harvest” bless your labors ; 
and may he give abundant increase to the planting and watering of 
his ministering servants. “ott en 

y JOHN WATERS. 
(ie MRR aie celine Pe 
REY. EBENEZER EVERETT’S REPORT. . 
‘ee OcprEn, Genesee County, Se it. 28, 1820. ~ 
Lo the Female Missionary Society of the Western | istrict. 

AGREEABLE to directions contained in a letter addressed _ to 
the trustees of the Presbyterian Society in this to mn, dated more. 
than one year since, I am now prepared to nace ae report. At the 
time your letter arrived I was confined by sickness for a number of 
months, and was unable to discharge the duties of a missionary ; be- 
sides, the calls of the people under my charge, demanded much at- 
tention. I therefore deferred laboring as a missionary till the twenty 
fourth of February last, when I visited Covington, and spent the 
term of one week there and in the vicinity; preached eight times ; 
administered the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper on the Sabbath, 
and baptized two children ; also visited two schools, and spent most 
of the remainder of my time in family visits. In that region secta- 
ries of almost every name could number their proselytes : having 


been favored with but little instruction of any kind, many were ap- 
parently ready to receive and embrace any sentiments that should 


be advanced. Much good might be done by inculcating the distin- 
guishing doctrines of the scriptures in a clear light. “A marae 
in that place is much needed, and by a small number much desired. 
Also, spent most of the first and fourth weeks in March in the towns 


and made a considerable number of family visits ; but o1 
the badness of riding did not preach or visit so “a 
otherwise have done. — a 

The remainder of my missionary labors’ were de E 
summer past; during which time I performed a journey to the state 
of Ohio—arrived at Newport, sixteen miles above Marietta, on the 
twenty-first of July last, where I preached three Sabbaths, and at-.— 
tended a few other peeling religious instruction. But the so- — 
lemn and interesting attention to. religion in Marietta, engaged a 
eonsiderable portion of that time ei 
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to missionary labor. I spent almost seven 7 
Ohio, but as two of these Sabbaths were spent in Marietta, and as I 
was frequently there to attend lectures and other meetings for reli- 
gious instruction, I cannot afford you that connected narrative of 
missionary labors which might be desirable. Referring to my jour- 
nal, [ find that while in Ohio, within the distance of twenty miles 
from Marietta, I preached twenty-four times, attended three prayer | 
meetings and seyen conferences, and the remainder of my time was _ 
almost entirely devoted to visiting families for conversation on the — 
subject of religion. In the towns of Belpra, Fering and Salem, the 
cause of Christ evidently engaged the attention of many. All the 
meetings for worship that I attended, were solemn and apparently 
instrumental of good to many souls. Administered the Lord’s Sup- 
per-once, and baptized in all nine children, er 

The amount of my labors is about seven weeks ;—during which, I 
preached forty-two times; administered the Lord’s Supper twice ; 
baptized eleven children ; attended three prayer meetings, and se- 
ven conferences, together with visiting families as time admitted. 
In almost every instance my public, as well as family instruction, 
was received with cordiality, and through the blessing of God I have 
reason to hope several have experienced a change of heart. _ 

In two places where I have labored, I have received small con- 
tributions amounting to $3 +25. . . 

Wishing your society the happiness of better missionaries than 
myself, and of richer blessings to attend their labors—I am, with 


much respect, your servant in Christ. 
as EBENEZER EVERETT. 


REV. DORUS CLARK’S REPORT. 
Pomrry, East Hirt, Nov. 16, 1820. 
To the Treas’r of the Fem. Miss’ry Society of the W. District. 
Dear Mapam, pat: 
I have now spent four weeks in the service of your society, 

and have been highly gratified with my employment. In the course 
of this time I have visited all the branches in this vicinity, and haye 
succeeded in forming one in this place under very favorable auspices, — 
considering the fos inclemency of the weather, and the pres- 
sure of the times. The Onondaga Presbytery, which embraces all 
this section of the country, some time since, resolved itself inte a 
missionary society, for the purpose of supplying the destitute churches 
within their own bounds. One or two of your branches were indu- 
eed to abandon your society, and to throw their funds into the 
treasury of this presbytery ; but for special reasons, have once more 
become auxiliary to your society. —  * 

~ While I was here making efforts to organize a branch, the people. 
gave me a very pressing invitation to supply their pulpit through the 
winter. As the committee in Utica informed me that it bind a pri- 
mary object of iety to settle young glergymen in this coun- 
try, ee se H n oR this people cus Ach 'g I finally con- 
cluded to comply with their request. Another reason, which in- 


: ae this course, was the impaired state of my health. . Psa 
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I took up a small collection in Manlius, which T left in the hands 
of Mrs. Moseley, the treasurer. [have also taken up a collection” 
' in this place, amounting to $4 11. sine 
' IL resign my commission to your society with no small reluctance.’ 
‘Notwithstanding Providence has called me to a different Sphere of 

action, still my prayers shall ascend in behalf of the « Female Mis- 
_ sionary Society of the Western District.” & Jaa 
ah Yours, with much respect, = 
eS DORUS CLARK. 
Mas, C. Risizy. | de ; Ai 
an REV. JONAS COBURN’S REPORT. | 
To the Trustees of the Fem, Miss. Society of the W. District. 
Dear anp Rusprorep Sisters 1x THE Lorp, % eee y 
I received your commission bearing date December 14th, 
1820, which directed me to labor three. months as @ missionary. in 
the counties of Oswego and Jefferson. “My particular instructions 
were, however, to take the advice of certain brethren inthe ministry, 
in making the field of my labors. more definite. Accordingly the 
have been mostly confined to the destitute county of Oswego. I left 
Utica, proceeded to Lee ; thence to Western; visited Vienna, Con- 
stantia, Williamstown, Florence, Redfield, Orwell, Salmon River, 
alias Polaski, Little Sandy Creek, Ellisburg,’ Henderson, and Pe- 
nette Square. Kase Le, gama nal 

The above places were all destitute of regular, stated preaching ; 
and in most of them there were branches of your society already for- 
med. I found an interesting state of things at Vienna ; ‘there had 
been, and was still an unusual seriousness. This being the state, it 
was deemed expedient that I should tarry there a longer time than 
I should otherwise have done. The time of my stay was nearly 
three weeks. + ar ees . oe 

Richland, including Salmon River and Little Sandy Creek, is an 
extensive tract of country. ‘The people are considerably numerous. 
The two churches are destitute of the stated ordinance of the gospel, 
and are physically weak. ‘There are a few, however, who are strug- 
- gling for life; they need your patronage. This and the contiguous 
towns, viz. Henderson, Kllisburg, Orwell, (and Redfield might be in- 
cluded) would form an interesting station Fatima ‘Ifhe 
could have this circuit assigned him, I think the people in these pla- 
ces would do much towards his support. yes = you can sel 
spot where one would havea greater prospect of useful 

In Penette Square a small church was organized late 
tumn of 1820, composed principally of a few pious families, 
heads of families, who moved into the place the same year. ~ 
place is new; they have, however, the rudiments of a vod socie 
After the church was organized, ora little previous to 
little band of pilgrims set up meetings ; and the Lord blesse their 
pious efforts, and visited them with a season of refreshing. Thad 
with them in the wilderness, an interesting pace arrived there 
on Wednesday, and staid till the commencement of the next week. 


During my stay, I visited, with some one of the Elders of the churc 
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from house to house; and preached eight sermon rere A " as Le 


ease of hopeful conversion so interesting, that I will notice it partic- 
ularly :—it was a man ninety-seven years of a he had lived, as’ 
he said himself, all his lifetime a thoughtless sinner. His health and 


wers of mind were much impaired, and his sieht had almost failed’ 
im ; but his ideas were bright and clear on the subject of religion. 
With much emphasis, and with tears “trickling down his cheeks, he 
said, “ ninety seven years I have lived in sin, serving the devil, 
read, ‘the sinner a hundred years old’shalldie accursed’—ont 
ears.”’—He would exhort young persons not to spend their tim 
‘a had done; he would tell them that they would not live to his o 
age, and if they should, they had no reason to éxpect that God woul 
call them in at the eleventh hour. ” 

The church in Penette Square: have made some appropriation to 
your society, in hopes that they shall be benefitted occasionally by 
missionary labors; this: they earnestly solicit as a favor; this they 
absolutely need; and for this, no people, perhaps, would be more 
grateful. They will not hereafter be passed by unnoticed. 

The whole time that I spent in your service was thirteen weeks. 
During this period [preac eighty-six sermons, besides attending 
conferences and other religious meetings, visiting schools, &e. cad 
the most part of my time was occupied in visiting from house to 
house, as I spent only about a week in a place, and sometimes less. 

In many places which I visited, collections were taken up for 
your society, but not forwarded by me. I received of individuals in 
Vienna $2—of Mr. Sriahiie: Western, $l1—of Mr. Miller, Flo- 
rence, $0 50, making um the whole $3 50. 

To this I subscribe myself your friend aud servant in the Lord. 

ee JONAS COBURN. 
REV. OLIVER AYER’S REPORT. — 
To the Committee of Missions of the Female Missionary Society of 
the Western District. oy 
Resrecrev Sisters in tHe Lorp, ee 
Tue appointment I received, September 28th, 1820, to labor 
as.a missionary, in the service of your society, for the term of four 
months has been fulfilled. <I have also speni three weeks to make 
up the deficiency ofa previous commission. The field assigned ine 
was in the destitute parts of the counties of Jetlerson and St. Law-— 
rence. In the latter county, I: devoted the most of my time to the 
settlements in the ites: sections of the towns of Cantenand 


three 


ah 


extent, and comprises a numerous population. Awong the mission- 
ary stations, I have considered these, as worthy ofp rticular atten- 
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fu: this place I spent nine weeks; preached thirty-six sermons; 

made a number of family visits; attended two church meetings $ 
administered the Lord’s Supper 5 baptized eight children, and ads) 
mitted two into the church. Received in contribution for the first” 
-three weeks, $8, and from the society for the remainder of the time, 
$24. 3 ; 

In Louisville spent seven weeks ; wheactelk thirty-two silts’ ., 
made sixty-two family visits; formed a Female Branch Society 5. 
attended three church meetings—three conferences ; ' adaniwokerta: 
the Lord’s Supper three times; baptized two adults and two chil-_ 
dren, and admitted ten into the church. 

At Flat Rock, in the* town of Alexandria, where I labored s several 
days, I formed a Branch Society. 

In Williamstown I spent four days ; 3 preached five seen ana 
made several family visits. 

In Ellisburgh two weeks and five days} 3 preach i. sermons 5 ; 
baptized two ‘childrens ‘and administered the Lords hae , Tl ho’ 
muck has been done by your missionaries, to melon 
of society in Ellis’ village, there are many things to jks r' 
habits of intemperance, profanity, and Sabbath breakin +n 
prevail. The prayers of pious females, “ who are pe ah and 
mg for the abominations that are done in the midst” of this wicked 
people, are evidently availing w ith, God, in their preservation from 
impending ruin. 

While on my last'tour to the county of Jefferson, I Faia the 
branch societies in Williamstown, Richland, Little Sandy. Creek, El- 
lisburgh, Henderson, Adams and Watertowt: Among these branches 
I founda few relaxing, by reason of the pressure of the times, while 
others were persevering in their exertions. The branch in Water- 
town, particularly, i is prospering in numbers and increasing in zeal. 

During the term of my mission, I have preached eighty-four ser- 
mons; attended five church meetings, and three meetings for 
prayer; administered the Lord’s Supper five times; baptized two 
adults and twelve children ; admitted twelve to the communion of 
the church, and visited upwards of one hundred families... 

‘Tall places where Lhave labored, have been received | kindly, 
belertaiitedl hospitably, and listened to with attention. Though de- 
nied the happiness of cheering: ‘the: Society with a relation 0: success 

so favorable as was given in my journal of the last year, yet in Lou- 
isville, I witnessed a small shower of the influences ofthe di 
Spirit, which issued in the hopeful conyersion of a 
have joined themselves in solemn covenant to the Lord 
people. I have also” enjoyed the pleasing satisfaction 
scattered friends of Jesus, express “in lively accents, the gra 
‘emotions of their hearts to God, and to your il ive mp 
unto them a portion of the bread of life. _ 

May your prayers and your alms, dear sisters, pri you the 

benedictions of many ready to perish ; and may Mis pot ‘diffuse 


the - of the Redeemer glow with increas ardor, 1 waters 
shall break out in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. _ 
cae OLivie, L DR. 
Aveusra, Oct. 16th, 1820. J “OS eS “Hh 
> “ - van % ‘” . 
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REV. D. R. DIXON’S err a 
To the Treasurer of the Female Missionary. So ety of the Western 
District. — et, Pd | 
Dear Mapam— . BPM Wht ae, sit is 
» It was not until the first of December, that T felt’at liberty to pro- 
seeute my mission. I then re-engaged in your service, and was en- 
abled to persevere in it till I had fulfilled the residue of the term as- 
signed in the commission of three months. Two weeks I spent in 
Constantia and’ the western part of Vienna. The first Sabbath I 
preached in the village of Constantia, (alias Rotterdam.) The house 


was tolerably filled as to numbers, but to.me it appeared empty. — 


Mr. Bloemfield’s family were not there, & Mr. Bernhardt was detai- 
ned by sickness in his Sanity, formerly they had always been present. 
How were my feelings shocked as I passed the house of Mr. Bloom- 
field. to see those rooms which have been consecrated to the secret 
and the social A ih and by the public worship of God, prostituted to 
Bacchus and Mammon! (The present occupant is keeping tavern.) 
I put up at Mr. Seriba’s, and was hospitably entertained. Since 
Mr: Bloomfield retiirned to Rome, their reading meetings have been 
discontinued, and will not probably be again resumed so long as the 
present superintendant of the furnace company is retained in his 
station. And your branch there will unquestionably languish if it 
does not expire. Mr. and his menial servants are exerting 
their influence to destroy it, but the Lord is stronger than man. 
Rotterdam, however, should not be passed by your missionaries. I 
believe there are some pious souls there still, and if there are none, 
its demands on christian beneyolence are still more powerful. 
The next Sabbath I preached, on the 12th, about six miles north- 
west of the village. Here F administered the Lond’s supper, re- 


. > a 5 a 
ceived-two persons into the church on examination, and a number of. 


others on certificate, and baptised two, households amounting to 
fourteen or fifteen children. There has been some unusual reli- 
gious excitement in this town, and in that part of Vienna which I 
visited during the summer past, some are hoping, and intending soon 
to profess their faith. No where ig missionary labor more rofita- 
bly bestowed than on these towns. In Constantia, God is laying the 
rier for a large and florishing people. ‘They have had a 


florishing Sabbath School during the summer. On the Sabbath they 


made a small collection for foreign missions. ok 


The two last weeks of my mission I spent in the towns of Orwell 


and Redfield. In Orwell I administered the Lord’s supper. It 
was the second time they had communed since their organization. 
The methodist brethren generally, communed with us. It was a 
yery interesting day. The Savior has some dear friends i Orwell. 
There, and in Redfield I erected small branches. The secretary 
and treasurer in Redfield.is Miss Maria Julianna Johnson; in 
Orw rs. Lucy Thompson, Both these places are extremely 
destitute, the people expressed very great anxiety to receive atten- 
tion from your society. In Orwell, witnessed a very interesting 
s case) of conyietion, At the monthly concert, a young woman was 
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“observed to be deeply impressed during the exercise, and in the lat- 
ter, part she wept aloud. After meeting was dismissed, I enquired 
the state of her mind. She almost fainted, and throwing herself up- 
onthe writing desk, she exclaimed “can there be any mercy for 
_me.””? We conversed and prayed with her. She seemed.a little more 
composed, but went home without obtaining relief, The next morn- 


ing I found her in the same state of mind and left her &o. 


On this last tour [have received from the branches, &e. the fol- 


lowing sums— eb pclae ate 
Branch of Constantia village, = NS er Se BAD 
«Branch of Vienna, - ~The: ae ea OO 
~~ Constantia Branch, = a) iy SR aha iri? “6 
- Contribution in Redfield, - Pe a et | 
7 Mexico Branch = = i . 2 Mein ABD 
; ae aw 
. MO 7F 


Add to this the amount accredited in my last report, » —= 
and the sum will be - - - 8 BOS. 05 
se  D. R. DIXON. 
Mexico, February 13,1821. . 3 43 
P. S. Mr. Coburn has not yet visited Mexico. Ido not know 
where to direct your letter to find him. On account of the prevail- 
ing sickness here last summer, I neglected to have the names of 
the members of the branches in this county forwarded. But if it is 
the desire of the directors to have them printed in your next report, 
I will endeavor to be more attentive to this business. Se 


THOMAS M. SMITH’S REPORT, — 

To the Trustees of the Fema:e Missionary Society of the Western 
; District. a 

Lapizs— Ye aes gee, m gases 
On the 23d of October, 1820, I received a commission frtie-your 
committee, directing me to labor as a missionary, for the term of 
nine months in the town of Erie, in the state of Pennsylvania, and 
the destitute towns in the vicinity. The design of sending a mis- 
sionary to Krie immediately, was, however, for pz 
relinquished at the time, and 1 was directed tospen 
Litchfield, in the county of Herkimer. I left Utic 
\ for Litchfield, and entered without delay, on the duties 
After being a fortnight with the people, I was earnest 
continue my labors among them, © Finding a little chure 
there, literally as * sheep without a shepherd,” and sub 
stant exposure from the influence of error, the prospect of use! 
ness appeared so great, as to induce me to lay their destitute s 

tion before your committee, who readily consented to my 
there for the term of three months. 4 ; sess) bl 
My labors in Litchfield, aside from preparation for public duties, 
consisted principally in visiting families, and attending religious 
meetings. In the visiting of families, to which I devoted as x 
time as a proper attention to other duties would permit, I have 
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with persons of every description, from rat 


ae 

ated christian, down 

to the hardened infidel. Often has my heart beem warmed, as I lis- 
-tened to the deeply feeling recital of the tnals and 

who loved the person and the-cause of the Lord. 


s 
+ and not un- 


frequently has it been pained, while conversing with thosewho deny 
his divinity, and insult his cause. pe _ oy ae eee) 
1 made it my constant practi¢e to preach four times 


ae 
week, and to attend other religious meetings as circumstances would 


permit. The revivalwhich commenced the previous summer, under 


the preaching of my predecessor, Mr. Harrison, had nearly subsided 
when I came among this people; though during the while: time’ of 
my continuance there, when the weather would permit, the meetings 
were uniformly well attended, and on all occasions, the people + a 
ifested a disposition to hear the preaching of the word. ane 


Lhave endeavored, while in your employ, to be faithful A dis- | 


missionary, and although I cannot say that 
ople, have been attended with such benefis 
cial effects as have often resulted from the exertions of your other 
missionaries ; still I have been encouraged, from the degree of seri- 
ousness and solemnity, which uniformly prevailed in our religious 
assemblies, and from the deep interest which was manifested on 
many occasions, to hope that my labors have not been entirely in 
vain. In some instances, Christians have been animated and encour- 
The rood seed has been sown—may it 
abundant harvest, sede 


charging the duties 
my labors among this 


i we unprofitable. 


y this time entirely abandoned, your committee con- 
remaining, till anew field could b 
Pe~ } 


. ged upon for mis- 
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thejlast six months. + ss | 
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“SJ regret that. in this report, I cannot give any thing more than a 
zeneral view of the present state, and future prospects of your bran- 
ches. Many of them I found in a highly flourishing situation— 
deeply impressed with the importance of the object in which they 
‘were engaged, and anxious to do all in their power to assist’ you in | 
sending the blessings of the gospel to the destitute. By the branches” 
of this description, the monthly meetings are regularly observed; and 
_. in some instances, they have been found to be so. Interestin, vas to 
induce the members to assemble as often as once in'two weeks. In’ 
these meetings, some interesting piece of missionary information is — 
usually read. P sa Mein: 4 ie, 

[ have found it to be uniformly the case, where the monthly mee- 
tings have not been punctually observed, that the members take but 
little interest in the subject. And I have endeavored in my ad- 
_ dresses to them, to impress upon them, the importance of regularly 

observing, and punctually attending these meetings, as the bestmeans 
of keeping alive the missionary spirit, and of counteracting that 
- disposition which we all feel to neglect a subject, however important 


it may be, which is not frequently held up to view. at 
Some of the branches, found in a very languishing condition. 
These I have endeavored to revive and encourage, by presenting 
them, in some instances, with new constitutions, and by urs i upon 
them the importance of the object, which it is the design of this soci- 
ety to promote, and the duty of imparting of our substance, to re- 
lieve not only the temporal, but the spiritual wants of our fellow 
men. ER as ass bly Se 
The first branch which I visited, was at Chit Phingo Rapids, in 
the town of Sullivan. .The branch is smail, as well as the one at 
Mathew’s Mills, a little settlement about four nulethe ae the 
same creek. These societiesare very ae in want of missionary 
aid. When I visited them, they told me that they had not seen a 
Presbyterian» Minister before, in eighteen months. They a peared 
anxious for the preaching of the gospel, and expressed an earnest 
desire that a missionary migh he ent to them ; a1 id at the same 
time gave encotragement, that if eir request could be complied 
with, they would raise a sum sufficient to defray half the e 
T regretted that I could not spend a longer time with them, 
them, promising to use all my influence with the society; 
missionary sent among them. ~~ Sd is ee F Phi s-y 
The branches generally, are in a much better situation ime ean 
e te ~ ee % py 
pected to find them. Bide le aa times appears not to have | 
operated so much against them as against many institutions of the 
kind. From most of the branches, during the past year, more or 
less of the members have, for various reasons withdrawn their names 
from the list of» oubgeeeane but in almost every instance during” 
“omy visit, more were added than sufficient to compensate for the loss 


which, I 


The country generally W... of the Genesee ri 
have spent the pFibeipal part of my time, is truly mi a 
The morals of the people in many,parts of that country have suf- 
fered much for want ef proper religious inetnetop In many pla 
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ces, the Sabbath is devoted to sso, sements, anil secular bu- 
siness, and is more a for ‘open wickedness than any 
other day in the week. On rtke ridge road. between Rochester and 
Lewiston, a distance of seventy-five es, there are a two setiled . 
ministers, and these, settl on y foe a he of those 
_ Ispent as much among thong f your bran mnch ich are ; 
destitute of the regular \dininistration te the or Fie” oft 1e an , 
pel, as my oth engagenent would permit. At Gaines T supp 

the people four 8 aths. » ere is an interesting missionary iy EN * 
and one which stands in peculiar need of assistance from some mis- 
sionary society. Should a missionary be amo em, itis _ 
believed nes Raed would be able i in a short. fae to support a He Bp 

er. 

* At Ch eon, where I spent a few days, I eh a amail 
of your society. The day on*which the females assembled 9 
stormy that but few attended. There isa prospect, however, that 
the branch will increase. 

"At Elbridge, 1 had the satisfaction of witnessing a glorious dis- 
play of Divine race in the conyersion of sinners. During the re- 
vival, which. 788 aX ami some time in the course of the: winter, 
many were br w at the foot of the cross, and to acknowl- 
edge the Lord "ests to be their Lord and Saviour. 


During my ‘mission, I have e peneived the following sums: 


$49 00 


From the Presbyterian Society in Latch - 

» the branch at Phelps, - - ee 26 18 

J i%, . at Kast Bloomfield, - - 12 00 

ka band at Gaines, - - - 9.75 

ih see at Riga SAM it ie - 8 75 

= » at Parma, - - - - 7 58 

4y Be aS ee - RRO 

Contribution at! Fin, ae 462 
aA at Ow rs ~) io 2'00..'* 
= 99 he a Fe - 3 200° 


Socie 'y in Pompey, » 8005 
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I cannot close this repe persevere ee 
your benevolent exertions. n done, much yet 

rem be done. ty, and he will con». 
tin ss it. It has bee nding the blessings of 
multitudes in this m country. Goon then, your 
our reward. Gen : .] R bOen; shall rise up 
i meet you rr the last 


you blessed. Yea, mu 
B be your everlasting crown of re 
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~~ in Oswego county. I was in Mexico when I received it, and 


at lieve siuaees ht, obtained hopes. The meetin 
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HE REY. ROGER ADAMS’ REPORT. ns" 
Zo the Commitice o the Female Missionary Socie the 


~ District. . ihe 2. a ; _ ¥ ; 


T received a commission from you some time “lea Apr 
act as a missionary for the term of two months, inthe destitu 


» diately commenced my labors. [trust a merciful | od was ple 
to make my feeble labors acceptable, generally, where 
I hope useful in some degree. 1 was’ generally ‘cor ifs, 
In the greater part of t eimeetings which f bade held, a ware p 
nd solemn attention was paid to what was Said ; “and no w 
id ¥ discover unbecoming levity. and inattention. _ The chur 
mall, exhibited a good degree of or der, ee 8 1 and Oh 
Tife, and are, I trust, every way. in a progressive sta 
and unable to do much to og pr enghingi and will nee 
some time to come. ee Khe 

The term spent on my mission, is sixty days;. in 1 which a as 59 
ded nine Sabbaths; three of which it. so-happened, Uhad the 
pany of ministers, which of course diminished the numberof 1 
mons ; and two appointn for want of times. 3)... 

I commenced in Mexico, where I spent eight days, including one 
Sabbath. Preached six times; attended Eines conferences, and 
made a number of visits. It was truly a time of refreshing. » The: - 
Lord was pouring out his Spirit in a powerful manner. ¥ believe I 
have seldom seen a revival whita jeared’ more eihfent ’ to mani- 
fest the presence and grace of G Rd the real operation of 7 
Spirit, than this. There was tad consis opposition to me 
of the gospel ; but this was one proof of the reality of 0 
did not discover any thing like disorder and confusion. In 
the church, and és ecilly the. Prieta appeared uncom 
ged in promoting the wor By the ae oe af learn, more tl 
sixty had obtained hopes, ‘and man ae d joined amar 
sidering the number of inhabitants elongtng to society. 
be viewed asa general and powerful work. [ trust hereafter its « 
tajls will be given to the public; it is therefore unnecessary for | 
~ to be minute. Iam sensible my laboring in. this place, v 
conformable to my i instructions ; ; but Ltrust I shall be excused; 
_reason, was important, 

In Constantia I spent. twenty da ays, including four 
Preached on. the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth’ most} 
on the twelfth. This is a destituteyplace, and the phere feeble. 
and 1. thought peculiarly 4 in need of. muisbionaremind his has 
weight in determining me to continue so long with them 3, bu 
“main reason was the favorable appearances of a revival. ‘Some une 
Paual attention did exist; several ‘were awakened, 


d interesting. In this town I preac 
times ; Waeinistered the Lord’s Supper once ; 3 four Were received 
into the church ; baptized two adults and five children 5 more were 
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. “ a 
expected to join the-ehirch: I ventured to spend six days, inclu- 
ding two Sabbaths, in Cicero. . It isa new, and very destitute town ; 
the church and society weak, and eyidently nal “mnissionary aid. 
Here I preached five sermons ; baptized two adults; admitted three 
to the church, one of them by letter ; I also administere the Lord’s 

Supper, under some uncommon circumstances. ‘The same day the 
baptist church were to celebrate the ordinance. They were invited 
to meet in the same house with us, and to share in the exercises. 
They did so, and occupied the forenoon, and we the afternoon : each 
church in its turn, was spectators. Nothing calculated to excite 
sectarian animosity transpired. While I wasin this town the church 
appeared to be quickened, and a few of the impenitent awakened. 

opeful prospects of a revival appeared, which I fear have vanished ; 
Thave heard of only one who obtained a hope. i 


Pose have a Female Society, with considerable funds subscribed, 
which I understood was designed to become auxiliary to your So- 
siety. 

I preached once in a new settlement in Richland, where it would 
be desirable, that missionaries would frequently call. 


In Williamstown I spent eight days, one of which was the Sab- 
bath. Here I preached seven sermons; attended one female soci- 
ety meeting, and one concert of prayer. While laboring here, there 
was the appearance of a powerful work of the Spirit commencing ; 
about twenty manifested concern of mind. With some, convictions 
appeared pungent. My hopes were much raised with the prospect. 

Six days, including one Sabbath, I labored in Vienna. Preached 
several times on the tenth town, in a new and destitute settlement, 
where'they have had but little preaching, but endeavor to hold a 
meeting among themselves. Nothing special appeared in this town. 

~The remaing B aa of my time was taken up in riding from place 
to place, including four days spent in travelling to, and from home. 
On these days I generally Visited as a missionary, more or less, as op- 
portunity offered: x S . 

Thus I have given you a concise account of my time and labors 
while in youremploy, = oS 

In the whole I have preached forty-six sermons ; attended eight 
conferences—two female society meetings, and one concert of prayer 
—administered the Lord’s Supper twice ; baptized four adults and 
five children, and made at least two hundred family visits. 


What account the Great Head of the church has made of my la- 
bors, must be left till the final day of decision; at that day I trust 
our charitable and liberal exertions, and labors of love, to establish 
Zion among the destitute, will be i acknowledged. May He 
increase both your desire and ability to help in the cause of Zion. 
ay grace, mercy and peace be multiplied to you, is the prayer 
of your friend and servant. ‘%, «<3 
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> Brought forward, 
Contribution at Redfield, 
From the Mexico Branch, 
» © Subscribers, by. Mrs. Kirkland, trustee, 
The presbyterian society in Remsen 
contribution, 


” 


ap 


$339 51 
51 

1 50 
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Collected by the Rev. Oliver ee as followa om Me 


Contribution from the congregation in Louis- 
ville, 
From Louisville Branch, 
Donation from Miss Achsa Brewer, 
4s Miss Rachael Booth, 
55 “Mrs, Dorathy Beach, 
Contribution from the congregation at Canton, 
From the Governeur Branch, 
Westmoreland subscribers, by Mrs. Eells, 
trustee, 
Received by Mr. Joseph Torrey while on his 
mission— 
Contribution at Fredonia, 


at 


_ Donation from a female, 


do. rom Mr. Jones, 
Contribution at Pomfret, al 
From the Lima Braneh; by Mr. J. Wilder, 
Subscriber, 
Received interest money 
‘by Mr. Dorus Clark, from the Con- 
gregation at Manlius, 
From subscribers, 
the Skaneateles’ Branch, by, Mrs. Laura 
Kellogg, 'y and treas’r, 


the Gaines Branch, by Mrs. Charlotte Booth, 


the Ogden Branch, by Mrs Betsey Everett, 
* first directress, 
the Trenton Braneh, by Mrs. Phiana Hul- 
bert, treas’r, 
the Victor B. by Mrs. Jerusha Seymour, 


(jo the Lee Branch, by mrs. Aurora Mead, 
i see’y and treas’r, 
the Newsteckbridge Branch, tana the Rey. 
Mr, Lyman, t 
a subscriber, 
Clinton subscribers, by Mrs. avis 


Contribntion at New-Stockbridge, by the Rev, 


r. Waters, —” 


From the Swedes Braneh, by Mrs. Polly J odsot 
Clinton subseribers, by Mrs. Taylor, trustee, 


Utica subseribers, by Mrs. Kirkland, 
Pompey East Hill Branch, by Miss Char- 
lotte Hopkins, see’y, 
Collected by the Rev. Roger Rion while on his 
mission— 
Contribution at Constantia, 
‘From Mexico Br. by Mrs. E. Dixion. treas’r, 
Contribution at Cicero, 


Carried forward, — 
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the Redfield Branch, by Miss Johnson, trea. 
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Mrs. Ann Barnherd, subseription at Rote 1 00 
From the Constantia Br. by Mrs. Betsey ie, 157 
the Branch at Vienna. 0 56 
Donation from the Rev. Roger Adams, ee 2 00 
From Rome Br. by Mrs. Mary N. Hyde, sec’y, 35 00 
Subseribers, ws 7) 00 
Litehfield Br. by Mrs. Lodema Hooker, tr. “Sy 21 22 
Received by the Rey. Oliver Ayer while on his } 
mission— 
Donation from Rachel Booth, Petey One 
Contribution at Louisville, TER 2 56 
From Williamstown Branch, ‘% 3 00 
Donation from Mr. William ‘West, 1.00 
From Adams Branch, 13 88 
Richland Branch, ; 13 25 
Little Sandy Creek Branch, 8 10 
Ellisburgh, 6 43 
Watertown Branch, i 30 62 
Congregation at Canton, 24 00 
Orville Br. by;Mrs. Naamah Robinson, tr, 5 00 
- Manlius Br. by Mrs. Betsey Watson, sec. 14 50 
Canandaigua Br. by Mrs. Kirkland, ~ 37 00 


Owasco Br. by Miss Nancy C. Newton tr. «16-00 
Collected by Mr. Thomas M. Smith while on ~~ 
his mission— 4 


From the Presbyterian Society in Litchfield, 49 00 
Phelps Branch, 26 18 
East Bloomfield Branch, ~ 12 00 
Parma Branch, a. SS 
Gaines Branch, j sO Ts 
Riga Branch, : 875 
York Branch, § 00 
Donation from individuals at Phelps, 2 00 
Contribution at Elbridge, 4 62 
From the Presbyterian Society at Pompey, 8 00 
Donation at Owasco, “/ 2°00 
Received by Mr. Jonas Coburn while on his mission— 
From individuals at Vienna, <2 00 
Donation from Mr. Brighton, at Western, # .# "CO. > 
do. Mr. Miller, at Florence, ~~ 0 50 
Donation from a female ‘friend to missions in a 
Rutland, -. 140 
Cash on hand, ‘ 75 8h 
Funds of the Society, ali » 450 33e 
1 Se 
$150148 
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-» Dee. 15. Cash in advance to Mr. Jonas Cabin ; 14 00 
1821—-Jan. 1. for postage, 0 20 
» 2. to Mr. Joseph Torry for missionary service, 90 00 
March 3. to Rev. David R. Dixon, | do. 14 95 
> uae to Rey. John’ Waters, B >  dOv 30 00 
» 6. to Mr. Thomas M. Smith, in advance, iy 29, 25 
Aa 2 to the secretary for postage, ie ee 1 46 
May 4. . for postage, 0 40 
Sen U. to Mr. Dorus Clark for missionary service, 40 00 
24.  _to the seeretary for postage, 0 18 
June 5. _ for paper and postage, 0 19 
/ ” P1986 fi to Rev. Ebenezer Everett for mis. service, 7 00 
: ‘5, 22. to Mr. Wm, Williams, for printing reports, 67 50 
/ 4, 28  - to Rev. David R. Dixon for mis. service, 16 25 
July 10. to Mr. Jonas Coburn, do. 90 00 
ey S for postage, 0 12 
a » 16. to the secretary for postage, aia 0 10 
- & batts _to Rey. Oliver Ayer for missionary service, 40 00 
: Aug. 4. |. to Rey. John Waters, - do. 2 00 
» 21.  _ toRev Roger Adams, 9°) do. - 68 00 
Sept to Mr. Thomas M. Smith, 896 16 
Ke Counterfeit money. 4 ‘1 00 
»» » Cash loaned oninterest, 441 44 
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SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES OF THE FEMALE MISSIONARY 
‘SOCIETY OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 


4 ' PARENT SOCIETY 
7 Site, UTICA. 
a ae oe " “ 
8. ALY. Rensselaer Mary Thomas Sarah Kirkland 
Maria Miller Mary Tillman Martha Seward 
Abigail Wolcott = Lydia Thomas ' Pamela Halsey 
Elizabeth Burchard Abigail Handy ~ Mary Jones 
Polly Evans Susan Lansing Mary Clark 
Nancy Merrell Sally Williams . Eunice Camp 
_. Martha Dana Elizabeth Culver’ Bulah Clark 
_-. Fanny Skinner pee ae “Margaret Butler 
Roxana Parker Lana Merrell . Nancy Macomber 
~ Olive Barton Lydia Hull” © ~~ Sarah Adams 
Phoebe Stocking Abigail Johnson Sarah Malcom * 
ynthia Butler Ann Varick ———s«Rosetta Henry 
lly Shearman — Mary Walker *  Jerusha Doolittle 
Sophia Bags Mary E. Walker Abigail Gaylord 
Sophia Williams Sally Hoyt Mary Wolcott 
5 ere Breese Sarah Hitchcock Jerusha Lothrop 
nn Breese Eliza Hunt Harriet Merrell: 
Sopbia Clark Sophia Parker Abigail Wells 


“OO Sarah Ann Thomas Abby Williams 


& . caret 


20 SIFTH REPORT. (1821. 
Jerusha Clark Zelinda Hulbert_ Mary ©. Devereux 
Electa King’ Abby Sanford Harriet Nash. 
Matilda Alverson Frances Albright ‘Susan Harrington 
Sally Gridley Abby Bacon Eliza Williams 
Lydia Camp B. H. Blatchford Delia Aikin = 
Polly Hastings Sophronia Clark ee ae 
: oe ¥ ¥ HY 
/ NEW-HARTEORD. ies A 
Dolly Wells Betsey P. Allen Lois Doubleday ; 
Rebecca Hart Betsey. Coe Harriet Doubleday — 
Mary W. Curtis Betsey Kilburn Mary Williams — 
Rachel Cook Electa Randal Sophia Loud ° 
Nancy Babcock Prudy Dickinson Sarah Savage - 
Lucy Babcock Elizabeth Sterling . Lydia Hinman 


Fanny Babcock 


Mary K. Stanley 


Roxana Bronson 


* Hannah Kellogg Martha Seward Abigail F, Gennes 


Lucinda Kellogg Susan Williams Lucinda Stanley 
Hester Kelloge Sophia Cutler Lucy Mason — 
Mary E. Kellogg Cornelia N. Dean — Lucy Shepard 
Rachel Butler, Diantha Merrell Mary sehr a — 
Lucy Risley ~ Orpah Beach Patty Cadwell . 
Cynthia filley Mary Ainsworth Dorcas Hull. 

Statira Spencer Betsey Wilcox - Molly ice 

Catharine Collins  Jerusha Sherrill Sarah Merrel 
Polly Dana Nancy Sherrill Mary Hurlburt 
Seiy Porter Esther Sandford ipa? E. Tal 

‘ WHITESBOROUGH. 
Eliza Mann Mary’Sill ‘Experience White 
Lois White Susan Eells Charlotte te 
. Lucy Wetmore Mary Green, Grace Camp_ 


Helen Platt Mary 8S. Young 


Laura ee ae 
Tempe Green 


Prudence Blake Ann Randal % ‘ 


Martha Camp » Irene Walcott. Cloe Wilcox i i he 
_ Patty Camp. © Rebecca Comer! Mary S. Gold 
. Grace Doolittle = Nancy Eells _ Mary Ann Cucientaee 
- Amy Loomis Hannah Wilcox Catharine Curtenius — 
Rachel Fincey Mindwell Graves. Eli oe or * 
Esther Storrs Molly Storrs ebee id z 
Abigail Mann Eunice Capron Susannah We ‘ XA va 
‘Hepsey. Wheeler Cornelia, Platt Lucy ee i 
iza Sill Harriet Hart — dpe) 
. i Ree er 
ROME. ’ aig rd 
Eames Worthington Pamela Havens rtw 
7M.Hyde | Sophia D. Shearman y eymour Se E 
Zara Hubbard =, . Mary Ki a Bliza Dray my Bi 23 
Emma W. Barnes Dorottiy alcott Rachel he 


Pay ° 
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Fanny Hutchinson | Sarah W. Hollister Mrs. Hamlin 


¥ Hutchinson ~ Phebe Jarvis Mrs.Dunton 
Phi lommela Wright Ann Eliza Jarvis Olive K. Dennis 
Mercy Wright Maria Beech Axa Ransford 
Mary S. Wright Hannah Hamlin Rebecca Jewett 
-Fanny Wri ~ Lydia Waterman © Cor tales 
Julia Wrig @ » — Lydia Waterman 2d pap Talc 
Mrs. Barna Lucy Wilbor Kirkla 
Abby Barnard Mabel Cowles tty Starkes — iy 
Abby Hatheway Harriet, Bartlett Axa Pierce 
Harriet : Galt’, Wealthy Blake, Mary House 
Hannah Huntingt on Roxana Barke — Avrora House 
Mary W. Aantiaesth Rachel Spercy * Elizabeth Bicknell 
Nancy Huntington. Lucretia Wylie Olive Hamlin aye 
Mary P. Huntington Fanny Barrett. Caroline Barker 
Catherine Huntington Tamar Snell’ | Roxana Graves 
Frances Huntington Rebecca Andrews * Ann Bloomfield 
Ann Huntington Jerusha Soper) * Lucy Flint 
Catharine W. at oN Gil an a rosvenor 
Caroline - *Bindter 4 
se othe <tie t f . 
RF CLINTON. - * 
‘Se ah} pT ¢ 5 P - % 4. 
Mary C. Norton ‘Delia A. Strong “Rebecca Eells AR? as: 
Mary Kirkland Betsey ] ict | MaryChandler ~~ oe 


Jerusha Bliss: © Mrs. Eli Bristol Rebecca Chandler 
Charlotte Morrison. Hannah | ee Abi Megatt 
ele 


Ann Clarke  Hadassa . Mary Loomis a oe 
Mrs. Bradley Lydia are Eunice Marvin 
Huldah Hastings - Sybella aley Nancy Royce 
a Clark _. Phoebe Parm e » Amelia Hickox 
1 G _Emil ae _ Sylvia Powel 
| Weeks “Ann Mary Dewe Bs 
ylor ei Phoebe ‘Are Mrs. ean mn 
Sybelina Hale Mrs. John Fitch 


‘cca Williams etnies Hastings Lucy Ann Kelloge 
Lucy Strong Susannah Kelloga, 1S 


’s wife Deon 
x - $e 
sigh WESTMORELAND. 
4» Mary Townsend ~ Sally Porter ——- Fanny Enos ) 
Elizabeth Taeeiny Mary Se - Hetty Eells >. ee 
_ Mary Norris "4 Patty Cad Betsey Squire } 
2 any : Rae Strong — % 


ERFIELD. 
ker ‘Mary Palmer 


Polly Wakefield 
Heck Beardsley Mary Williams 
Sarah Townsley — 


Ruth Miller 
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Rosanna Osborn Frances Park Orra Walter ; 
Vashti Hawley Siley Hubbard Phoebe Johnson 

| VERNON. ae 
Polly Bushnell Aurora Dyer Semantha Carpenter 


Lydia Williams 
Harriet Sayles 


Sarah Sergeant Rebecca Williams 


4 Sylvia Davis 


BRANCH SOCIETIES. 


_ TRENTON. 
Ruts Hussarp, President. Purana Hutsery, Treasurer. 
TRUSTEES, 
Nancy WELtts, 
Ann CoLwELL, 
Exsry Cog, 
Crarissa Warp, 
Satty Hopxins, — 


ABicaiL Fisu, 
Exiza Criarx, 
Asrcait Dopp, 
Lucy Witrarp, 
Saran WHits, 


Gathrine Hubbard. 


Ruth Chapin 


Rachach Wiser 


Phila Clark Jane Wolcott Sally Curse 
Patty Millar Nancy Shelden Eunice Hicks 
Joan Dodd. Mary Wells Ruth Wiser _ 
Nancy White Mary Wells Mary Kelsey. 
Sally Hamlin Lucy Robins Abba Housemee ’ 
Phila Clark 2d Betsey Townsend _ Betsey Treadwell 
Emily Miller Polly Pike ~ Mary Hopkins 
Tabathy Gardner Ruth Colwell Molly Gurney 
Eunice Wolcott = Achsah King Polly Johnson __ 
Sarah Willard Dolly Townsend Catharine Halinm 
Mary G. Wells Harriet Ward ' Hannah Gurney 
Lucy F. Willard Mary Willard Betsey Hopkins 
Lydia Woodbridge Elizabeth Adams = Margaret Powel ar 
Emily Wells Elizabeth Prince Polly Canda- 
Blecta Chapin Emily Smith oe 
LITCHFIELD. © uh Rg 
Saran Miuier, President. PuitoMELa Brown, Secretary, 
Lopvema Hooker, Treasurer. . n sr 
Blizabeth Campbell Cloe Taylor Laura Symonds 
Huldah Rider. Zuba Comes Lge Sraaah ‘ 
Mary Fish Caroline Moore Nancy Do 
Nancy Norton Nancy Hadley Alma Everett Meg 


Sarah Holcomb » 
‘Laura Gaylord 
@larissa Brainard 


Sarah Kendal 
Susan Milter 


Susan Thompson 


Mary Dickey = 
Lydia Ae 74 
ise, » a 


r 
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_ Esther Williams 
Ruth Harris 
Elizabeth Andrews 
Maria Miller 
Eveline Miller 


Mrs. Stevens 
Polly Stevens 
Mary Harris 
Eliza Alexander 
Caroline Locke 


Polly Andrews Phebe Norton 
Anna Washburn Deborah Crosby 
Mrs. Smith Persis Locke 
Prudence Buell Sally Randal 

; ae WATERTOWN. 
Nancy Fletcher ~ Hannah Gifford 
Hannah Segourney Roxana Austin 
Agnes Goodale _ Seny White 
Charlotte Bradley . Clarissa Taylor 
Elizabeth Seward Rhoda Taylor pte. 


Mary Little 
Dorcas Baker 
Pat - Roxana Keyes 


Clarissa Chase 
Hannah Rogers 
Harriet Storrs 


* Betsey Hiehcting 
te. ‘" 


ren 


¥ 
, Sativa Brayton, President. 


Sophia. Bogue Bunice Pratt 
Ruth Carso Lg Bogue Polly Howard 
Ruth Ca Betsey Gilbert 


Esther + Sophia Avery 


pale eae "tie ped Avery 


PA oes pie “ SKANEATREES. 


Mux ERVA Gnoves, President 
TRUSTEES. 

"Mena L BeLiamy, 

Errors yWARDS, 

“Mary S RWOOD, 

ANNA 


it 


- 


Anna Heoox. 


livin ry 7 Susan Dibble 


ds P ustin 
ah) M eonard 
capes 2d Eliza Paci 
Edwards Mary ; 
wards 2d Sa 4 "Burnett 
#4 ty 
i “eS YX, 


_UNION SOCIETY. 


Lavra Ketroce, Sec’y & Treas’. 


Satrome Ruoanpzs, 
Roxana Brices, 

Exizasers Crerr, 
4 f Ex.eora Ruoapzs, 
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Nancy Fish 
Prudence Bushnell 2d 
Chloe Giddings 


Lydia Taylor. 
Mary Harris 2 
Lucretia Washburn. 
e Symonds 
Elizabeth Combs, i 
fey, ' 
Wr 


Eunice Sawyer 


Phebe. llows 
Sally Fellows 
Submit Fellows 
Lois Deming 
Mary Wright 
Polly Henmek “he 
Amy Ives, 


Mary Gonpex, Secretar Yo e 
“ALMIna Mansn, Treasurer. 


Leva Buckwith idee 
Electa Davis 

Ann 8. Morgan 

Eliza Smith 


Mary Potter 


Diana Wilkinson 
Lydia M’Kay 
Betsey Frederick 
Amelia Belding nf 
Sophia Cady 

Rhoda Whitman % 
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Lydia Merrill 
Sylvia Roberts 
Olive Allen 
Ruth Dascomb 
Susannah Loss 
Elizabeth Robbins 
Huldah Eells 
Laura Edwards 
Catharine Seymour 
Lorinda Yates 
Abigail Bishop 
Sophia Hall 
Nabby Edwards 
Minerva Sherwood 
Melinda Sherwood 
‘Thankful Day 
Melissa Gould 
Fanny Jewett 


is Eliza Porter 
- Hannah Porter 


‘Susan Hopkins 
Sally Y. Winsor 
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Mary Litherland 
Hannah Smith 
Maria Earle 
Amitta Leonard 
Charlotte Earle 
Asenath Leonard 
Sally Root 
Susan Thomas 
Hannah Cotton 
Hannah Cole 
Betsey Briggs 
Martha Gunn 
Anna Warner 
Polly Cleaveland 
Sarah Warner 
Nancy Nye 
Catharine Potter 


~ ) Eunice Kingsley 
- Fanny Edwards 


Rebecca Cook 
Clarissa Cuddeback 
Susan Wilkinson 


Lucy L. Hatch 
Catharine Warner 
Anna Darance | 
Mehitabel Chass 
Mary Sachin 
Rebecca Pardee 
Julia Northam 


Mary Sherwood 2d a 


Laura Horton 
Minerva Edwards. | 
Susannah Briggs 
Susan Feoman 
Charlotte Weston 
Betsey Weston 
Lavicy Pomeroy 
ren: Bacon 

Jane D. Cuddeback 
Elizabeth Waldrom 
Catharine Waldrom 
Rosse Bingham 
Anna Francis 
Sarah Alice 


% om 
© (iieat, 


Nancy Parsons _ Sopher’ Edwards 2dClarissa Edwards. 


EAST. -BLOOMFIELD. 
Pamezia Gunx, President. #, Cuvmanno Busser, Sec’y & Treas’y. 
TRUSTEES. ‘ 
Hannan ADAM, 
Carouine STEELE, 
Susan Prart, 
ey Farronitp. 


COMMITTEE. Bie Kea 
ee Wanton Root, ae 
AMARILLIS Norton, ~ A = 


Cuary Buen, 
Avre.is Prices, r 
Mary T. Hau, — 
Lots Srons, © 


Naomi Rew, 
Laura STANLEY, 


An 


i Puorsr L. Bronson, Aug B06, 
» Martha Norton Hannah Dudley Ma ha Norton 2d. 
- Achsa Adams Eliza Emmons 9 Martha Norton 3d 
Abigail Adams Mary Emmons Sally Norton | ie’ 
Debora Adams Huldah Eggleston Manette Norton 


Lucinda Adams 
Miriam: Adanis 


Mary Eggleston 
Esther Gunn 


Julia Adams Sally Gunn Ti, 
Sophia Adams Aurelia Goshline — s my 
Diantha Bostwick Sally Goss y Pe 27 
Susan Baldwin Elizabeth Grant Anna Porter as 

Lucy Buel Philena Gaylord pais, ea: 

Sally Buel Lydia Hamlim 
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Dolly Clary 2d 
Lois Cook 
Electa Beach 
Kliza Beebee 
Lurania Beach 
Lurania Beach 2d. 
Lucy Bronson 
Mary Brooks 
Betsey Beach 
Mary Brooks 2d. 
Martha Brooks 
Lucretia Beach 
Love Buel 
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Elizabeth Kellogg 
Lois Kinney 
Ruth Humphrey 
Rachel Humphrey 
Olive Hawley 
Sabra Hopkins 
Phebe Hopkins 
Hannah Hopkins 
Eliza Hopkins | 
Hannah Hecock 
Laura Howard 
Bercy King 
Eunice Kellogg 


Semphronia Benjamin Lucy Lee 


Hannah Coleman 
Huldah Collins 
Eleanor Chapin | 
Cynthia Carter 
Sophia Child . 
Rachel Cone 
Sally Chapman 
Atemetia Dibble 
Prudence Doolittle 


Margaret Lyon 
Anna Lyon 
Huldah Munson 
Mary Munson 
Betsey Munson 
Sally Minor _ 
Diantha Norton 
Lucy Noble — 


§ 


COOPERSTOWN. > 


Thankful Gilbert 
Rachel Willar d 
Parthena Rew 
Rhoda Rew ©) 
Demmis Rowley 
Mary Spring 
Anne Steele 
Olive Steele 
Harriet Steele 
Anna Sprague 
Roxanaetaen 
Almira Sawyer ‘ 
Mary B. Strong 

Sally Smith 

Lybel Tomes 

Mary Toby 9 
Laura Vosburgh 


eels Vosburgh. 
Fanny Wheeler 


Chloe Wilcox 
Mary W ebster 
Mercy W alden © 


on) oF 


“ 


¥ wie sft ber ; 
*“Mancarerra M. S. Bowers, Pres’t. Exizanetu Russex, V. Pres’t, 
Emma Furier, Sec’y. Harrier B. Tirrany, Treas’r. vet 
ae 
CORRESPONDING MANAGERS. 


a CATHARINE 


o we: 
bie Rusy Wri11aMs, a 


M% 
NicHo.ts, 


! 


* Mercy Nortn. 


Des 
Marcia Averill at ary M. Bowers 
' 1 


Mary Baldwin | 
Cynthia Crafts 
Phebe Cook 


Sally Crafts 
Zerush Clark A 
Julia Cory | 

Mary Fulle 


, ; - Mar 
Lucy Crafts 


cia = Ann - 
7 ; 


artha $. Bowers 
~ Ruth Bell © 
Smith 
Sarah S. Stranahan 
- Mariann Sparrow 
Nancy Root 
Mary Stowel 
Fanny Stowel 
Philena Root 
Almira St. John 
Martha Wilson 
Ann Williams 
Keziah Williams 
Martha Botsford 
Mary Lewis 
omroy 


Anna Crark, 

O.ive Kenyon, 
a» 

ra 


Aura Clarke 

Rachel Campbell 

Polly Davison J 

Percy Adams - 

rise Sabin 4, Jee 
nnis Raxford {oes 

Eunice Higby es 

Sally Fanete 

Clarissa Worthington 

Mrs. Hartwell 

Susannah North 

Mercy North 

Huldah C. Hazeliug 

Eliza Cooper 

Matvia Sash wentice 
ally W., Ingals 

Mary leg 
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: Molly Loomis Abigail Smith George Ann Pomroy 
Eunice Loomis Silvina Caulkins Hannah Eorbpey, 
» Jane North Charity Bates Lucy Cook _ 
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SEVENTH REPORT. 


Tue Seventh Anniversary of the Female Missionary Society of the 
Western District of New-York was held at the Presbyterian Church, in 
Utica, Sept. 2, 1823. There was a respectable representation of 
Ladies from this and the adjacent towns. The Rev. Messrs. Frost, Coe, 
Aikin, and Smith were present. The Rev H. Smith opened the meet- 
ing by prayer, and delivered a discourse suited to the occasion, from 
Mark xvi. 15. 

After religious exercises, the order of the day was taken up. Mr. 
Smith exhibited a concise view of the operations of the Society during 
the year,—from which it appeared that six missionaries had been em- 
ployed in the western and northern sections of the state; the whole term of 
service amounted to ninety-two weeks; that they had discharged their 
trust with commendable diligence and fidelity; and on the whole the 
Society had much to encourage them to persevering exertion. 

The Treasurer’s aceount was presented. 


Receipts for the year amounted to - - - - $824 63 
Expenditures - - - - - - - 903 39 
Cash, and notes on interest - - - - 2 371 63 


The account was approved, as correctly kept, and a vote of thanks 
was given to Mrs. Cynthia Risley, the treasurer, for her arduous and gra- 


tuitous services rendered to the Society, for six years. 
Ay thanks was given to the Rev. H. Smith, for his discourse, 


and a copy requested for publication, to accompany abstracts of the mis- 


sionary reports. 

The trustees paid over to the treasurer, monies collected from subscri- 
bers in their respective towns. 

The Rev. Noah Coe, of New-Hartford, was appointed to preach th 


next anniversary sermon. 
The following officers were elected for the year ensuing: 


Hannan P. Davis, President, 
Cynruia Ristey, Treasurer, 
Saran Kirkianp, Secretary, 


TRUSTEES. 
Saran KrirkLAnp, 
Execra Kine, Utica. 
Hester Seymour, 
Exiza Sm _.. " 
ANN Currentvs, é ~ Whitesborough 
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CyntutA Risiey, 


Nancy Bascock, New Hartford. 
Execta RanpaAL, ’ 


- P. Davis . 
Hannan ayes Clinton, 
Fatty Taytor, 


Saran TownsLey, 
ie Sangerfield. 
Rosanna Osporn, 2 fie 


Hannan Weeks, Paris, 


MesrraseL Er.tis, Westmoreland. 


ReseccA Wiuurams, Vernon. 


Resolved, That the next Annual Meeting of this Society, be held at 
the Presbyterian Church, in New-Hartford, on the first Tuesday in Sep- 
tember, at 2°0’clock, P. M. 

As it was not deemed expedient to, publish the reports of the missiona- 
ries at full length, on account of the sermon, the following abstract is pre- 
sented: 

During the year, six missionaries have been employed,—a less number 
than usual, because suitable men could not be had. ‘The Rev. W. Page, 
was employed six months in ‘the towns of Bennington, Orangeville, 
Attica, Sheldon, Gainesville, Ogden, Gaines, Alexander, and Maur- 
ray, in Genesee county, and in Jamestown, and Fredonia, Chatauque co. 
preached one hundred and forty-six times; made about three handred 
family visits, and collected, from branches and in contributions, $56 49. 
Wherever he preached, he found, what is usual with missionaries, crowd- 
ed and listening assemblies. In Riga and Bergen, he mentions revivals of 
religion; also in Sheldon, Bennington, and Fredonia. Thirty-five were 
hopefully renewed in Sheldon. Although the work had begun before Mr. 
P.’s arrival, it was promoted by his labors. In Bennington and Fredo- 


nia, his labors were signally blessed. From a state of religious apathy 
and discord, many in Bennington, were rousedbink of another world. 
One case of hopeful conversion and others of conyiction occurred; a 
meeting-house was soon aftererected. In the last place, atten upon re- 
ligious meetings had more than doubled; several gave sine oferta 
unto life, and many were inquiring. A handsome church was nearly fin- 
ished, and a,call put into his hands for settlement, which he will 
accept. 

Orangeville is represented as awake on the subject of rearing a pla 
of worship and locating the ministry. They were on the eve of commen- 
cing the first, and felt able to secure three-fourths of the support of the last. 
The counties of Cattaraugus and Chatauque, with a dense and increasing 
population, are deplorably destitute. Says Mr. Page, “If I thought the 
sound could be heard, T would raise the ‘Macedonian cry? until it would 
ring through the ears of all New-England; indeed, we need ministers, 
faithful ones, who are willing to sacrifice much. We have no splendid 
palaces nor costly array. It would be difficult to get even $300 for his 
salary; that is more than we deserve. The man who is willing to deny 
himself and follow the footsteps of the lowly Jesus, and place, his bosom 
against the ‘full tide ofa nation’s depravity,’ let him come to Chatauque.” 
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Rey. Phineas Camp executed a commission of nine weeks, in the asso- 
ciate congregations of Oneida and Schenandoah, Oneida county; and in 
Oswego port, Granville, and Unionville, Oswego county. As usual, the 
Holy Spirit has succeeded the labors of this, his servant, furnishing him 
motives to humility and continued effort. A plain and pointed address to 
the church of Oneida and Schenandoah, seemed to have produced the 
first movement; several were at once awakened who were present from 
the world. In the midst of the revival there was a sudden decline of the 
work; christians met, wept over the state of things, and agonized with the 
interceding angel; while they were praying and confessing their sins, 
answers of peace were given, and the work revived. The fruits were 
from forty to forty-five—a large proportion for the population of these 
villages. Thirty connected with the Presbyterian church, and four else- 
where. Mr. Camp’s services have since been secured for a year, by that 
and a sister society. 

In Granville, Mr. Camp beheld the effects of a recent revival. Twenty 
had united with the Presbyterian church; others were expected. By his 
means the work revived; one additional conversion occurred, and more 
were convinced of sin. Mr. Camp thinks if a missionary should confine 
his labors to this place, the Falls of Oswego, and Unionville, he would 
gain a support with a trifling aid from abroad. The society in Union- 
ville were united and zealous in maintaining public worship. 


We are 
pleased with the following remarks: “It was truly gratifying to witness on 
the Sabbath, the novel sight of a coe 


regation assembling on vehicles 
drawn by oxen; and on entering a logschool house, to observe such signs of 


intelligence and seriousness as are rare among worshippers splendidly con- 
veyed to, and splendidly seated under the roof of the noble church edifice. 
Allow me to urge upon the et en, attention to settlements like 
this, which God delights to bless in the lighting down of his power in the 
renovation of sinners, and which tho’ small, are doubtless destined to be 
important religious establishments, and favored centres to a gradually 
increasing population.” ‘ 

The Rev. William 
twelve weeks, in the | 
seventy di 
Lord’s $ 


lected $2 


illiams, of New-Haven, fulfilled a commission of 
ounties of Oneida, Oswego, and Seneca; preached 
rses; made two hundred family visits; dispensed the 
r thrice; baptized five; received into the church six; col- 
76. At Wolcott, a dispute about the site of a church, rent 
y- About the time of his arrival there, harmony was restored; 
ival commenced, and animating prospects were opening to that long 
distracted people. In Sterling was a church of forty members—the popu- 
lation of the place Irish and Scotch; christianity more of a speculative 
than of a practical character; for some reason or other missionaries pass- 
ed by them; a wide extent of country from the borders of Ontario, to 
twenty miles south, was like the region of the shadow of death, and loudly 
called for aid. Mr. Williams formed a fragment society in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth townships—places struggling under the hardships ef new 
settlements. At Constantia, Mr. Williams labored with much faith and 
diligence. Although his hopes ofa revival were not realized, his Master 
will approve of his benevolent wishes, and God will be glorified in the 
exhibition of truth. That growing place, in connexion with Cicero, now 


enjoys the ministrations of a worthy pastor, by $100 aid from the New- 
York Domestic Missionary Society. 


a 
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The towns of Orwell, Williamstown, Florence, and Redfield, from 
the diversity of sentiment, the thinness of the population, and their limited 
means, will still have urgent claims upon christian charity. There are 
interesting churches in all, and worship is statedly conducted by the el- 
ders on the Sabbath. Did our limits admit, copious extracts would be 
~ made from the journal of this devoted servant of our Society. 

The Rey. J. Abel labored twenty weeks in Oswego county, in the 
towns of Lysander, Ira, and Hannibal; preached one hundred and 
twenty times; received from various sources $24 07. In the first 
named place there are two churches, viz. at the village, and at Vichery 
settlement; the former has occasional preaching; the latter rarely hears 
the voice of a missionary, and, from want of intelligence, are often duped 
by ignorant pretenders. The church in Ira, containing sixty members, 
was bleeding under the wounds which discord had inflicted. Why will 
not the disciples of the Prince of Peace love one another? “O tell it not in 


Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest the uncircumcised tri- \ 


umph.” Mr. Abel was instrumental in partially restoring that deserted 
church to penitence andlove. At the Port of Oswego,embracing awealthy 
and enterprising population, Mr. Abel’s ministrations were so acceptable, 
that a subscription was raised; which, with trifling aid fromthe New-York 
Domestic Missionary Society, will secure his services a year, and it is to be 
hoped permanently. ‘4 

Rev. David M. Smith, of Lewiston, on the Niagara, performed a 
mission of six months in the vicinity of Lewiston. . His coming in among 
the forsaken pilgrims of the forest,was hailed with joy by hundreds; saints 
were refreshed, churches were set in order, and the things ready to perish 
were strengthened. Lockport, a village which has sprung up almost in a 
night on the banks of the canal, with 2000 souls, and the seat of the county 
courts, shared in his labors. He organized a church; probably religious 
establishments will soon become permanentin that place. In the conclu- 
sion of his journal, he makes judicious remarks on the influence which the 
gospel exerts on social order, refinement, and morality. From what 
follows, we have no doubt but the scenes, which his eyes beheld on that 
lonely frontier of our country, affected his heart: “When Teast my eye 
over this extensive region, fast filling up with inhabitants, destitute, to a 
great extent, of the means of religious instruction, and knowing that ‘the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil, that ‘i pon 
line and precept upon precept,’ has ever been necessary to prone 
desired effect, how important that we beseech the Lord of the harvest to 
thrust in more laborers, and those too, who will be willing to forego the 
comforts and the luxuries of older places, and to plant themselves among 


those, who are converting the deep thick forests into fruitful fields, that — 


they may win them to Christ.” Mr. S. has happily exemplified these re- 
marks. After receiving the benefits ofa liberal education, instead of be- 
ing pent up in a snug little parish in the ‘land_of steady habits,’ he has 
taken his stand near the foaming Niagara, in the centre of a vast moral 
desolation. Where, in the last war, the roar of cannon, the war-whoop of 
the Indian, and the groans of conflicting armies were heard, thence he 
is sending forth proclamations of mercy to perishing thousands,— raising 
his solitary voice in fayor of the principles and habits of the New-England 


ae 
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pilgrims. Let candidates for the ministry, especially those, who owe 
their education to public charity, resisting the claims of ambition and 
ease, goand do likewise. 

As our designed limits will not permit, the report of another of our 
missionaries will be publigied next year. 


GENERAL REMARKS. °* 


1. Whaturgent claims have the wastes of our State upon our com- 
passion. 

Divine Providence has planted a vast population in the wilderness; 
their toils in subduing it to gain a pittance are severe; add to this their 
corroding anxiety by reason of debts for their land. After a few acres are 
subdued, and coarse fare and clothing begin to be provided for their fam- 
ilies, frequently they are driven from their improvements, by an unfeel- 
ing proprietor, or his more unfeeling servant, to reduce with a worn out 
constitution, other forests as the only alternative from starving. Some of 
these are our unfortunate kindred who have seen better days, and not a 
few are persons of education, refinement and piety. No matter for that: 
they are immortals for whom Christ bled; and eternity with its bliss or 
wo awaits their momentary probation. O let us think of them amidst 
our ease, our luxuries, our religious privileges. Let us make the case 
our own. 

2. Timely aid is indispensable. # 

Here are the germs of future charches and societies who might do val- 
iantly for Christ in this day of wonders—here are those, who, by proper 
culture, may hereafter people Heayen and reflect the glories of the God- 
head. But to witness these effects, what you do must be done quickly; — 
procrastinate, and it is at your peril. Principles of error and disorgani- 
zation, native in the heart, are hourly rivetting their influence. Self 
taught and self sent pretenders, subtle and on the alert, will steal the march 
upon you, and present an adamantine wall of resistance. Preoccupy thé 
ground with right views and habits, and you may mould the public char- 
acter to all that is lovely and praiseworthy. 

8. Locate more of your Missionaries. 

Fain w benevolence relieve the Macedonian cry from every waste 
on our dhe: but benevolence must be directed by wisdom. A given 
sum jud sly applied to a few, will effect more than a wider distribu- 
tion. Togeneralize isto weaken. The husbandman carefully cultivates 
a acres; his toils are rewarded by an exuberant crop; another be- 

ws the same labor on four times the area, and he is almost impoverish- 

. Stubborn facts confirm this position. Vast sums have been almost 
thrown away upon the itinerating plan. The preacher has sped his 
way like a bird of passage,—what then? Few hear of his appointments; 
disorders in churches which demand the thorough hand of gradual process 
are left unhealed; the prejudices of the enemies of truth still exist; and 
his report is a jejune record of miles travelled and desolations surveyed. 
On the contrary, confine laborers to a more limited field, and the oppo- 
site effects will arise. More will hear, instruction will suit existing cir- 
cumstances—affection will be conciliated, truth extended, order and pie- 
ty will flourish, and the support come, where it ought, from those who 
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are benefited. The directors of the Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
New-York Missionary Societies, after long 2 are pursuing the 
latter course. 

4. This society is accomplishing the grand object of its formation, 
the settlement of pastors. 

Of the six missionaries employed last year, three have been located 
among the people’ to whom they were sent, and now mainly sup- 
ported by their own resources. The other three were prggously set- 
tled. These cheering facts have occurred almost yearly ow many 
pastors, at first missionaries on the same ground, are now surrounded 
by enlightened and orderly congregations, who in their turn are rein- 
forcing ‘their benefactors to prosecute similar enterprizes and to achieve 
like conquests. We are then gaining our proposed object, and is not this 
encouraging? 

5. God is with us. 

This argument will confound and put to silence a host of objections. 
There can be no higher evidence of his smiles than the sending down of 
his Spirit to convert sinners. But this blessing our missionary stations 
have experienced. Oneida, Schenandoah, Bennington, Sheldon, Fredo- 
nia, and Granby, have been scenes of delightful interest to the good on 
earth—to the angels in heayen. Many a ministering spirit of light has 
hovered over these consecrated spots, and many haye ‘been the hallelujahs 
in glory to redeeming love. 
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Cynthia Risley, 
To cash received at the annual age from 
the Parent Society . - 
From by Mrs. Kirkland, Trusted 
** the Union Branch Society, by Miss 
Leva Beckwith, Tr. - 
“  Sangerfield subscribers, by Mrs. Lanra 
Bacon, Trustee - - 
“¢ N. H. subscribers - - 
«Utica subscribers, by Mrs. Kirkland 
the Royalton Branch, by Mrs. Lorana 
H. Fenn, Tr. - 
the Watertown Br inch, by Mrs. Harriet 
Stone, Sec’y. - - - - 
“Paris subscribers, by Mrs. Hannah 
Weeks, Trustee . 
“ the Elbridge Branch, by Mrs. Hatriet 
Lombard, Tr. 
« the Skaneateles Beach, by Mrs. Julia 
Northam, Sec’y. and Tr. - 
“* Utica subscribers by Mrs. Kirkland 
“ the Redfield Br. by Rev. Mr. Eells 
“ the Trenton Br. by Mrs. Phyana aa 
bert, Tr. © - = 
Donation from a female end 
From the Watertown Br. by the PS 


Mr. 


Boardman - = s pe 


“ N. H. subscribers - 
€ Pit subscribers, by Mrs. Rinkiand 
& H. subscribers, by Mrs. Babcock 
“ Lima Br. by Mrs. Ann Barnard, Tr. 
« ~aClinton subscriber, by Mrs. Davis , 
“ Clinton ey Mrs. F ally 2x; 
lor, Trustee - 
“ Norwich Br. by Miss A. Farwell: Tr. 
“ the Verona Br. by Mrs. Rhoda §, "Fos- 
ter, Tr. - - - 
Donation from Mrs. Elizabeth Bee - 
From the Lowyville Br. avails of spare by 
Mrs. Nash, Tr. 


Dr. 


$142 
6 


“ the East Bloomfield te by Mrs. Tae 


vis, of Clinton - 

“ the Skaneateles Br. by Mrs. Julia 
Northam, Tr. - - = 
Donation from the congregation in ers 

by Mr. C. Church - 
ed the Henderson Br. by Mrs. c Pithia 
Cushman, Tr. - - - 


Amount carried forward, 
B 


A18 24 


10 


1823—Mar. 


Apl. 


28 


10 


May 20 


June 14 


“ec 


July 


<4 


17 
10 
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Amount brought forward 418 21 
From the Victor Br. by Mrs. Lye May- 
mond, presdt. 7 00 
Received by Mr. William Pace, while on his 
mission, the following sums: 


Contribution at Bennington - ¥ 2 25 
From the Bennington Br. - - 1.42 
Contribution at Orangeville - - 32 00 
From the Riga Br. - - - 475 
Contribution at Ogden - - - 14 57 
From individuals - - - 1 50 
Donation from Mr. Wm. Page, Missionary 19 20 
From Utica subscribers, by Mrs. Kirkland 6 00 
From the Mexico Branch, by Mrs. Kirkland 6 30 


Received by the Rev. Mr. Camp, while on Pe 
mission - - 

From a New-Hartford iescreen . 

From the York Branch, by Mrs. Lavinia i: 
Janes, Sec’y and Treasurer - 10 06 

Collected by the Rev. Wm. Williams, while 
on his mission, as follows: 

From the New-Haven Branch » by Mrs. Julia 


mt 


Marvin, Treasurer 5 98 
Contribanes at Sterling lous or Little Siaas 96 
Contribution at Wolcott = - 70 
Contribution at Sterling = - - - 1 38 
Contribution at Hannibal - - Bel, 2 
Contribution at Granby — - - - 4 00 
Constantia Branch ~~ - - - 22> 
Williamstown Branch ~~ - - - 1 50 
Donation from Mrs. Sarah Nurse - 1 00 
Donation from Mrs. Ann B. Bernherdt - 1 00 
From the Governeur Branch, by Mrs. Betsey 

Goodrich, Treasurer - - “ 5 3% 


. From ‘Westmnprelana subscribers, yg 
Hetty Eells, Trustee  - 10 00 
be 


From the Lowyille Branch, by Mrs. 


sheba Bosworth, Treasurer - = 00 
From the Treasurer of the Wolcott Branch, d 

by Mr. H. Butler - - 3 63 
Donation from the Rev. David M. Smith 5 00 
From the Batavia Branch, by the Rev. Mr. 

Colton - 20 25 
From the Palmyra Biaach , by Miss Miranda 

Jessup, Treasurer - 17 00 
From the Orville Branch, by Miss Mary Ann 

Bradley, Treasurer 6 35 
From the Union Society Banc by “Miss j 

Leva Beckwith, Treasurer - 1-25 
From the Richland Branch, by Mrs. lydia 

Hayden, Sec’y and Treasurer - 16 90 


Amount carried forward. 638 15 


1823] 


1823—Aug.15 
“ 19 


Sept. 1 
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Amount brought forward, 638 15 
From the Little Sandy-Creek Branch, by 
the hand of Mrs. Eliza Hasher 9 18 
From the Skaneateles Branch by Mrs. Aalis 
Northam, Treasurer - 25 00 
From the Pike Branch, by Mrs. Merey ty 
Hubbard, Secretary 8 00 
From the Oswego Falls Brauch by “Mrs. 
Ann Lyon, Secretary - 7 00 
From the Adams Branch, by Mrs. Hamel 
Gale, Treasurer == 17 92 
From the Rome Branch, by Mrs. Mary M. 
Hyde, Treasurer 23 00 
From the Watertown Brae by Mrs. Ali- 
da M. Boardman, Treasurer - 33 00 
Collected by Mr. James Abel, while on a 
mission: 
From the Ira Branch - - - 18 00 
From the Unionville Branch - m 6 07 
Interest money - - - - 90 
Frem a Clinton subscriber, by Mrs. Davis 1 00 
From the Alexander Branch, by Mrs. Char- 
lotte Mudge, Secretary 11 00 
From the Watertown Branch, by Mrs. fee 
nah Foster, President - 4 06 
From the Manlius Branch, by Mrs Sanity 
Moseley, Trainer - Sea 
Funds of the Society - - 349 16 
4 Total $1173 86 
of 
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The Treasurer of the Fem. Miss. Soc. of the W. District 
1822 concept. 6 Cash to the Rev. David M. Smith ~ — - 


“ 30 
Nov. 12 
1823—Jan. 6 


Mr. Adams W. Platt - 
Rev. Henry Smith - i 


3 Mr. James Abel - i 
sl Mr. Adams W. Platt 


ss Rev. David M. Smith - 

J Mr. William Page - - 
ce Mr. William Page - - 
bi) Rey. Henry Smith - 
Mr. William Williams for panaae 
fs Rev. David M. Smith - 

ig Rev. Phineas Camp - - 
Ff Rev. William Williams - 

- Rey. David M. Smith - 


6 Mr. James Abel - - 


“cc 


postage and paper for the year, 
Cash on hand ~ - - 
Cash loaned - “ 


[1828 


Cr, 

64 00 
42 6 
32 00 
20 00 
38 00 
80 00 
15. 00 
142 00 
50 00 
5D. 20) 
30 00 
34 00 
96 00 
39 75 
160 00 
- o 33 
42 A7 
228 00 


Total $1173 86 
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A SRRWON, 


‘Preached at the Seventh Anniversary of the Female Missionary Soci- 
ety_of the Western District of New-York, in the Presbyterian 
Church, at Utica, Sept. 2, 1823. 


<a - 
° ‘ 


BY REV, HENRY SMITH. 


(PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE SOCIETY.) 


“Go ye,—preach the Gospel to every creature.”-—Mark xvi. 15. 


My text contains the memorable commission of Jesus Christ to his apos- 
tles and their successors in office. Having by his obedience and vicarious 
sufferings rendered it consistent for God to bestow mercy, having risen 
from the grave in confirmation of the doctrines he taught, and of the 
claims he asserted, the hour of his ascension draws nigh. Delighted 
angels are hovering over the sacred mount to attend him back to Heaven, 
where he was to complete by his intercession, and the sending down of 
his Spirit, the stupendous work begun on earth. Intent upon the grand 
object of his mediation, he collects around him, for the last time, his apos- 
tles, and renews their call to the ministerial office, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel tarry creature.” Go as heralds of mer- 
cy and proclaim my bleeding loye; tell lost sinners that “the desire of all 
nations” has come; that the Lamb, purposed in eternity, and foretold by 
prophets, has actually bled on Calvary; that henceforth forgiveness 
and eternal life are free to the returning penitent. Communicate these 
“glad tidings of great joy” to all without distinction. In the prosecution 
of this commission, should you encounter an opposing world, should 
-hell with its legions assail you, be not dismayed; “Lo I am with you 
alway.” is command, although originally addressed to the apostles, 
has reference to ministers and christians to the end of time, as the promise 
subjoined proves: and although all are not constituted preachers of the 
gospel, yet, in a qualified sense, all preach it, who promote its extension 
id eir prayers, their influence, or their substance. 

To explain then, and enforce the command of the text will be the ob- 
ject of this discourse. 

I. Iam to explain the command of the text. 

The word in the original, translated gospel, denotes glad tidings, good 
news. It may be defined, a revelation of the grace of God to fallen man 
through a mediator. a , 

To preach the gospel, is, in the first place, to unfold its fundamental 
doctrines. It is essential to every scheme of faith, that it contain princi- 
ples peculiar to itself. The christian system possesses in an eminent 
degree this characteristic. It is far removed from the dogmas of heathen 
philosophers and the refinements of modern free-thinkers. : Its object is 
to exalt the divine perfections, and to humble and save sinners. The 
igcomprehensibleness of some of its truths, their repugnance to natural 
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feeling, their agreement with right reason, and their benevolent tendency, 
prove them divine. By prayerful study, by consulting the scope of the 
passage, the design of the writer, the circumstances under which he wrote, 
and the analogy of faith, no conscientious inquirer need be at a loss 
what the fundamental doctrines of the gospel are. The following is a 
summary of the faith of the great body of enlightened christians; and 
which, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, has sanctified and conduct- 
ed millions to glory. The character of God, comprising his natural and 
moral attributes; that of man, as originally holy; but since the apostacy, 
totally sinful, from his birth to the moment of regeneration; the essential 
divinity and vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ; a Trinity, of co-equal 
persons in the divine nature, designated by the terms Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost—terms descriptive of their appropriate offices in redemption; 
the necessity of divine influence in commencing and perfecting the work 
of grace in the heart; the salvation of every true believer,founded upon the 
purpose and promise of God through Christ; justification by faith alone; 
the perfection and immutability of the divine law; the necessity of per- 
sonal holiness; a future state of endless rewards and punishments. These 
are the themes, on which the ministers of Jesus are fearlessly to insist, as 
the constituted means of preparing the redeemed for heaven. “Sanctify 
them by thy truth:” from which I infer that the founder of our holy reli- 
gion considered error by no means a harmless thing. The tendency of 
allerror is to misguide and ruin; but truth only is in order to holiness and 
heaven. 

To preach the gospel, is, in the second place, to unfold the blessings 
of the Christian Covenant. 45 

1. Forgiveness. Of this the light | of nature was ignorant. It could 
discern no necessary connexion between repentance for sin, and deliver- 
ance from its effects. It could see in itno redeeming influence to counter- 
act what was past; or to ensure the divine favor upon the future. While 
altars incessantly smoked with victims, and the most self-denying rites 
were practised, still the sinner groaned under the burden of his offences. 
No ray from the throne pointed him to an all sufficient sacrifice; no legate 
from heaven bid him go in peace. The knowledge of forgiveness i is pes 
culiar to the gospel. “Through his blood we have redempti en the 
forgiveness of sins.” That moment faith exclusively rests upon the 
Lamb of God, every sin, however great the number, or aggravated the 
character, i is remitted. “¥ have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
gressions.” And is this nothing? Ask the convinced sinner, who 
months, or years has felt the anguish of a wounded conscience. 

2. Freedom from condemnation is another blessing of the Covenant. 
Sin and guilt are inseparably connected. When the voice of God 
called after Adam, “Where art thou?” it was conscious guilt extorted the 
reply, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid and hid myself.” 
It was this that drew the confession from Joseph’s brethren, years after 
the commission of their unnatural crime: “We are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother.” It was this that made a voluptuous prince tremble on his 
throne before a prisoner in chains,when that prisoner “reasoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and judgment to come.” —_'This will rend the hearts of 
the impenitent with anguish at the last day, when the Son of God shall de- 
nounce their doom. From this guilt which hunts the sinner “through 


every walk and lane of life,” in the bustle of the city, in the seclusion of 
a 


af 
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the country, in the blaze of noon, or the solitude of night, from this guilt, 
the gospel delivers. Taking the penitent by the hand, it leads him to Cal- 
vary, applies the blood of atonement to his soul, and places him at the feet 
of Jesus “clothed, and in his right mind.” 

Memory may recal past sins; imagination may array them before him 
in all their terrific forms; conscience may thunder forth the penalty of the 
violated law, but in vain: — 


‘*Faith fixes her firm eye upon the cross, 
Here is firm footing, here is solid rock.” 


“There is now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.” 
Holiness is another of the blessings of the Cristian covenant. Find- 
ing man dead in trespasses and sins, the Gospel translates him into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son, makes him a partaker of the divine nature. 
“Tf any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” He now “hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness,” and finds his happiness in conforming his heart 
and life to the revealed will of God. Nor is there a point this side Heav- 
en, at which he would bound his aims and his strivings after holiness: 
Leaving the things which are behind, fain would he “press towards the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God which is in Christ Jesus.” 
“The Christian Covenant includes joy.””—This joy was purchased by 
the tears and groans and bloodof Jesus. It is founded in holiness, and its 
exercises are in view of holy objects. It is unlimited in duration like the 
objects which itrespects. Are there bounds to Jehovah’s existence, or to 
the openings of his vast scheme of benevolence? Equally lasting will be the 
joy of his saints. This was the dying legacy Jesus Christ bequeathed to 
his followers. “I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.” On the day of Pente- 
cost thousands entered upon its possession. Not only did they “receive 
the word with joy, but they y oa bread with gladness and singleness 
of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people.” It sus- 
tained them in the hottest flamesof persecution. It has been perpetuated 
in the church by all of like spirit. While “many sorrows shall be to the 
wicked,” the christian’s motto and experience have been, “to rejoice ever- 
more, to pray without ceasing, and in every thing to give thanks.” Wid- 
owed of all earthly good, he can stand even on the ashes of the universe, 
and exclaim, “God is my refuge and strength, therefore I will not fear 
though the earth be removed, though the waters roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.” 
gf inally, the Christian Covenant includes eternal life. It does not 
ely reveal forgiveness and holiness and joy—its purest and most ex- 
alted blessings are in reversion. Dispelling that gloom which to the 
unenlightened overspreads the grave and futurity, it saith to the dying be- 
liever, “Be not dismayed; I am the resurrection and the life.” It ena- 
bles him triumphantly to sing as he enters the valley of death, “my heart 
is glad, my glory rejoiceth, my flesh also shall rest in hope.” It opens on 
his astonished vision the glories of Heaven, and confirms him in the pos- 
session of bliss far surpassing our finite conceptions. 
Hence, to preach the Gospel is to proclaim its fundamental truths, and 
to unfold, to the proper subjects, the blessings of the Christian Covenant. 
Having explained the command of my text; several motives will now 
‘be presented to enforce it. 
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ist. The nature of Christianity. Like its author, it is benevo- 
lent and diffusive. It recognizes a tender concern in all that is capable of 
happiness in the moral and even the sensative creation. 

Do you question this? Examine that book which unfolds its character— 
its precepts. “As we have opportunity let us do good unto all men.” 
Its promises. . “Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we 

‘shall reap if we faint not.” Its threatenings. “He shall have judgment 

without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy.” View the example of its 
founder. The whole mission of Messiah was benevolence personified. 
For the temporal and spiritual good of our race, he descended from 
Heaven, assumed the form of a servant, wrought miracles, preach’d, pray- 
ed, wept and bled; he arose from the dead, and ascended to the mediato- 
rial throne, and he gave it in solemn charge to all his followers, that “as 
he loved them, so ought they to love one another.” 

View the nature of Christianity as exemplified in its disciples— Yonder 
is a monument of mercy—who has just parted with his sins at the foot of 
the cross: While tears of surprise and gratitude flow in torrents, as he 
catches a glimpse of his crucified Lord by the eye of faith; while his bo- 
som heaves with rapture at the first intimation of pardon, go and learn 
from him what the gospel is; while his affections never acted so power- 
fully upon any created good, as they now act upon God, never too had 
he so vivid a sense of the worth of the soul and of its danger. Fain would 
he travel with the zeal of a seraph, and with the rapidity of light, from 
continent to continent, to intreat sinners to repent and live. No sacrifices 
are too great, no toils too severe in sush an enterprize. The repose of 
night must give way to agonizing intercession, and the business of the day, 
turns upon the welfare of sinners. Now these emotions of the infant be- 
liever are the real expressions of christianity; such as should actuate, at 
all times, the disciples of Jesus. My hearers, do you bear the exalted 
name of Christian? Exemplify that character. Let your love be shown 
in all the ways of doing good. Without such fruits, away with profes- 
sions of regard for Christ. Words and tears and heartless prayers cost 
nothing. “Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee 
my faith by my works.” “Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him?” ™~ 

2dly. I would urge upon you the command of my text from the happi- 
ness, which a cheerful compliance will impart. It is a false mana 
happiness consists in the reception rather than in the communication 
good, This is the very dictate of selfishness. Did the principle univer- 
sally obtain, the social virtues would be exiled from the earth, and the 
foundations of society subverted. How did the Holy Ghost condemn it 
in the Jews; “Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit to himself.” 
How different the order of Heaven. This ensures happiness to him who 
gives, rather than to him who receives. “There is that seattereth and 
yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tend- 
eth to poverty.” God the Father finds his felicity in doing good. ‘The 
fear which exhibits what he is, proposes for its ultimate end, the highest 
bliss of the universe in connexion with his own glory. God the Son was 
happy in giving “his lifea ransom for sinners.” “For the joy that was set 
before him, he endured the cross.” What was that joy, but the prospect 
of recovering millions from the ruins of the apostacy, and bringing them te 
Mount Zion? 
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So they who are Godlike find their happiness in benevolent action. 
The pleasures thence arising, are subject to no deduction: Not so with 
those of selfishness. What are her boasted joys? Ask the miser. When 
satiated with abundance and brooding over his hoarded wealth, he is 
friendless—he is tormented with the desire of more; but the thought that 
he is mortal, ah! that embitters all. Consult the votaries of pleasure: 
What feverish toil in the pursuit; the possession, how much at war with 
conscience;—the review, Oh, how full of disgust and anguish! Nor are the 
pleasures of fame more satisfactory. Her honors are transient as the dew 
of morning—All that surviving generations can say of the proudest con- 
querers is, that certain persons achieved certain exploits. The persons 
of the actors are lost in the grave. And was it for this, ye departed he- 
roes, that your days and nights were disturbed? was it for this that mil- 
tions were hurried to the bar of their Judge unprepared, and a world bath- 
ed in tears?—On the contrary, be benevolent, and there is no regret. 
The spirit of benevolence refines and elevates the affections, gives en- 
largement to the mind and assimilates us to angels, who are “minister- 
ing spirits to the heirs of salvation.” Benevolence has more than a four- 
fold reward. In the previous design; in the act itself; in the retrospect; in 
the bliss of seeing others happy, at the resurrection of the just. On a 
death bed, whoever lamented his usefulness? But frozen avarice has pil- 
lowed with thorns the dying beds of thousands, depriving them of that 
mercy, they had withheld from others. Who in his senses would exchange 
the pleasures of St. Paul, of Martin Luther, Thornton or Mills, those ad- 
mired philanthropists of their age, for all the fleeting joys of a selfish 
heart? .How must he feel, who has been instrumental in the conversion of 
one soul whose worth is beyond worlds—much more, of patronizing that 
gospel which may involve in its results, thousands! How blessed to greet on 
the hill of Zion, kindred spirits who have arrived there by our faith and 
alms. To produce effects like these, what are a few dollars—what are 
wakeful nights, or costly and self-denying efforts? Go then, beloved sisters, 
and display the diffusiveness of love. Go,feed the hungry with the bread of 
life; wipe from the desponding eye the tear of sorrow; aid the progress 
of missions in their noble design to convert the world, and you shall have 


inward ra on light of Heaven will illuminate your pilgrimage. When 


you lang on the bed of death, Christ will sustain you; and when your 
weary spirits shall be released from the burdens of the flesh, a voice from 
glory, will proclaim “Write, blessed are the dead who die in the 
, yea saith the spirit, and from henceforth they rest from their labors, 
their works do follow them.” 

38. I would enforce the command of my text from illustrious examples 
furnished by your own sex. Example is a powerful stimulant to exertion. 
It has taught that distinguished piety and usefulness are not only lovely 
in theory, but are practicable—that others encompassed with infirmities 
like ourselves have overcome difficulties, have glorified God and saved 
souls. This motive is urged with much force and beauty, by St. Paul. 
Having portrayed to the life the heroic virtues of ancient saints, he adds, 
“Wherefore, seeing we also are encompassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us run with patience the race that is set before us.” And 
again: “Be ye followers of them who through faith and patience, have 
inherited the promises.” Happily, examples of female excellence are not 
rare, Sarah and Deborah and Miriam and Hannah are honorably spe- 
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ken of in the Old Testament; Mary and Elizabeth and Anna in the New. 
The last was a venerable widow, who had served God fourscore years, 
night and day in the temple. When she beheld the infant Savour, “she 
gave thanks, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemp- 
tion in Israel.” The faith of the Syro-Phoenician woman, has en- 
couraged thousands of convicted sinners to persevere in their appli- 
- eation to Christ for forgiveness. The singular charity of Mary, who 
anointed the Saviour’s feet with costly ointment, and of the poor widow, 
who cast her little all into the Lord’s treasury, speak more than vol- 
umes in favor of alms-giving. Others ministered to the necessities of 
Christ, cheered him while alive by their uniform piety, and witnessed with 
tears the tragic scenes of Calvary. They were among the principal wit- 
nesses of his resurrection, a fact which must forever set at rest the divini- 
ty of his mission. At the memorable prayer meeting, which had the hon- 
or of ushering in the new dispensation in all its splendor, women were 
present. Again their prayers ascended in unison with the disciples, by vir- 
tue of which the dungeon, with its bars and chains, gave up its illustrious 
prisoner, who was afterwards the means of emancipating thousands from 
the more awful dungeon of sin. 

Dorcas’s attention to the poor has given rise to countless charitable so- 
cieties, which have rescued many an outcast orphan, made the widow’s 
heart to thrill with joy, and aided in their incipient course some of our 
brightest luminaries in the Church. 

St. Paul, who can by no means be accused of partiality to the sex, is 
compelled to make frequent and honorable mention of them. Timothy 
is directed to honor those women who trusted in God and continued night 
and day in supplication and prayer. Phebe is most affectionately com- 
mended to the notice of the Church at Rome, “as a servant of the church 
at Cenchrea,” they are charged “to receive her in the Lord as becometh 
saints, because she had been a succourer of many.” 

The introduction of the Gospel at Rome, is a memorable event in the 
annals of the Church; in consequence of which, in the fourth century, it 
became, under imperial patronage, the religion of the then, civilized world. 
But on high authority, the labors of Priscilla and Aquilla had no incon- 
siderable share in it. He calls them “helpmeets and ye 
In the early centuries, when the arm of persecution w: 
crush the rising church, when poverty and exile, the fag 


were not wanting to proclaim the triumphs of the cross in the fe 
all that was horrible and appalling to flesh and blood. Among the 
tyrs “who overcame through the blood of the Lamb,” was the wife of 
the apostle Peter, who suffered under Nero at Rome—Blandina of Ly- 
ons in France; Vivia Perpetua, a Carthagenian lady, of high birth; the 
youths Patamiena and Theodosia, one of which was burnt at Alexandria, 
the other was thrown to wild beasts at Tyre. These examples, among a 
thousand others, attest the power of divine grace in pre ducing even in 
the tenderer sex, the most daring heroism and unshaken fortitude. The 
celebrated Sarotta, princess of Hungary, was instrumental in the introduc- 
tion and establishment of Christianity in that country. “The queen of 
Navarre,” says Bishop Burnett, “both received the reformation and 
brought her subjects to it, to such a degree, that the golden age seemed te 


: 


1823] SEVENTH REPORT. 19 


have returned, or rather, the Gospel appeared in its primitive purity and 
lustre.” 

In the department of sacred literature, the names of Rowe and Moore 
and Steele and Smith, will be remembered while devotion and practical 
piety and sacred song are loved. In this age of Christian enterprize, it 
would be a task to enumerate all the female associations in aid of human- 
ity and religion; they are enlisted, as efficient auxiliaries, in the service of 
all the grand institutions of the day; in the shape of concerts of prayer, 
societies for the benefit of the Jews, for enslaved Africa, for domestic and 
foreign missions, for the diffusion of tracts and bibles, for purposes of 
ministerial education, for the orphan and the widow. These countless 
rills of beneyolence are swelling the tide of that majestic river, whose wa- 
ters “are for the healing of the nations.” 

Sisters of the Female Missionary Society of the Western District; you 
perceive you are not alone in your labors of love. Should objections a- 
rise as to the propriety of your efforts, take courage from the example of 
millions on both sides of the Atlantic, whose names will live in the mem- 
ory of the just, when those who are arrayed against this cause, shall be 
consigned to merited oblivion. Seeing then, you are encompassed with 
such a cloud of witnesses in the Church below and above, go forward with 
increased faith and prayer and charity, until all the desolations of our no- 
ble state “shall bud and blossom like the rose.” I would urge the pecu- 
liar day in which you live, as a motive to the duty enjoined in my text. 
Surprising are the events, which have oceurred within the last 30 years. 

In the political world, what unexampled revolutions. At one time we 
have seen the scourge and terror of nations, pushing his conquests over 
the European continent, giving laws to tributary kings. Again the spir- 
it of universal domination crushed, and subjugated kingdomis reinstated in 
their former privileges. In the southern hemisphere, the genius ef revo- 
lution has burst forth like an overwhelming torrent, inundating those fer- 
tile plains with blood, and is making a mighty and a successful effort to 
plant the standard of liberty upon the ruins of despotism, and all subser- 
vient to the reign of the Prince of Peace. The changes in the religious 
world have been no less singular. The tide of benevolence, instead of 
flowing i w and obstructed channels, like the ocean, visits every 
shore, we g its blessings to the remotest abodes of man. Christians be- 
gin to be actuated by a philanthropy, which, disdaining geographical lim- 
its, or the trammels of a sect, aspires at the universal good. ‘I his is em- 
phatically the age of light and of action. Bigotry and prejudice are giv- 
ing way; channels of religious information are multiplying, and more lib- 
eral habits of thinking and acting have obtained. In reviewing the origin 
and progress of benevolent institutions, it is difficult to repress feelings of 
enthusiasm. The spirit which has set them in motion, is not confined to 
a particular creed, or nation; the Protestant, and not a few in the Greek 
and Roman churches, the poor and the rich, heads of families and of 
kingdoms now feel “that the silver and the gold are the Lord’s.” 

The British and Foreign Bible Society has been in existence only 20 
years; now its friends are among every Christian denomination. Besides 
numerous helping associations in the United Kingdom, national societies 
have sprung up in almost every dynasty in Europe; which in their turn 
have given birth to many tributary ones. The western continent has 
caught the flame; it hag communicated to the isles of the ocean, and now: 
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almost encircles the globe. Who can impute the good which will grow out 
of it? Four million copies have been distributed; they are now welcomed 
to the mansions of the great, and the cottage of the peasant. Already it has 
been extensively “alight to lighten the Gentiles,” and the glory of long neg- 
lected Israel. View the Missionary efforts within this period. The peo- 
ple of God who have long slumbered, have at length opened their eyes 
~ upon a dark and sinful world, and the sight has affected their hearts; and 
their sympathies have roused them to daring and successful enterprize. 
It was not enough to converse and weep and pray over the desolations of 
sin; they have associated and taxed themselves, and actually sent forth 
a little host of christian heroes to enlighten and convert the nations; they 
are, however, but as a drop to the ocean,in comparison with what are want- 
ed. The terror of great darkness which has long overspread the tents 
of Ham is breaking away. On its burning plains the successors of Ven- 
derkamp are toiling with success. Far in the interior, a wide door is 
opened for the gospel through the discoveries of Campbell and others. By 
the united aid of Missionary and Colonization Societies, the horrors of 
kid-napping and slavery have been checked, the light of civilization and 
christianity, are skirting the southern and western coasts of that degraded 
continent.» Ere long the Sun of righteousness is to burst with meridian 
splendor on the land where Moses and Joshua were wrapt in visions of 
God, where was the ancient seat of science, and where Cyprian and 
Clemens and Athanasius and St. Augustine, were born and flourished. 

The Continent of Asia, more than twelve centuries, has lain under the 
frowns of the Almighty. Mahometanism and Idolatry have long since 
extinguished the lights of Christianity, if we except a few faint glimmer- 
ings from the Hindoo Churches. In answer to the prayers and toils of 
British and American Missions, the redemption of that country is draw- , 
ing nigh. By the efforts of such choice spirits as Martin and Cary and 
Morrison and Newell, with their associates, systems of error and supersti- 
tion are falling, the distinctions of cast arebing away, the bible has been 
translated into 140 dialects, sinners are opening the eye of faith upon Him 
who chose that continent as the theatre of his wonderful labors. "The mis- 
sions on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, as well as those of Ceylon 
and Burmah, have been conducted with uncommon wisdom and fidelity, 
and are among the most interesting to Christendom. 

Nor has Europe been neglected. The Moravians, noted for their pov- 
erty, their zeal and their love to Christ, have forced their'way over my 
seas and trackless forests, to the polar snows and ice; there they are sur- 
rounded with converted savages singing Zion’s songs. The Europe: 
Evangelical Societies are reviving primitive religion amidst the stupidity 
and corruptions of the Greek, Romish, and Unitarian Churches; while 
Potentates are lending their aid to enlighten and convert their subjects. 
_ The new world, yet in the infancy of its moral existence, has already 
outrivalled the old in its spirit of christian enterprize. Our beloved coun- 
try, exhibits a vast missionary society, systematically organized. Eypis- 
copalians and Presbyterians, Wesleyans and Baptists, are concentrating 
in their own way, their talent, wealth and piety: their ebject is grands 
the planting the Gospel in every parish in the nation; the conversion of 


the aborigines from the Hudson to the Pacific; the renovation of South A. 
merica and of distant pagans. 
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What wonders have Lancasterian and Sabbath schools achieved.— 
Millions of pupils are receiving through these channels the rudiments of 
literature and christianity. When their moral influence on rising gener- 
ations is considered, what bright visions do they present to the eye of the 
philanthropist? The Theological seminaries of the day, must not be over- 
looked—The object, how immensely important! to supply the world with 
an evangelical and learned ministry. And who would notbid them God 
speed? It is but just to remark, that their reputation is unrivalled by any 
preceding age, whether we advert to the qualifications of their teachers, 
the piety of the learners, or the valuable libraries with which they are fur- 
nished. From these “schools of the prophets,” multitudes have gone 
forth as evangelists and pastors, in Christian and Pagan lands; but what 
are they to the 600,700 wanted, allowing one to every 1000 souls? 

The Jews too are sharing in the blessings of this wonderful day. Be- 
sides the spirit of prayer in their behalf, numerous societies have been 
formed, through which their children are taught the doctrines of Jesus. 
New Testaments have been circulated and read, some have embraced the 
long expected Messiah; among others a spirit of enquiry is awake. A 
plan is now in successful operation, to establish a colony within the bounds 
of this State, to affurd a peaceful asylum for the believing outcasts of Eu- 
rope. Aware of the inefficacy of means alone, believers are looking up 
to the great Head of the church for his blessing. You see them, on the 
first Monday of every month, in one vast body, rallying round the altar 
of prayer, to wrestle with the Angel of the Covenant. If the solitary 
prayer of faith can accomplish so much, who can estimate the good result- 
ing ftom the united supplications of millions? 

Jehovah, to show his approbation of means, has come suddenly to his 
temple. Our world has been blessed with revivals unexampled since the 
days of the apostles; while the descent of the Spirit in some places has 
resembled gentle distillations of the dew—in others, the bursting torrent, 
sweeping all before it. The city and the country, the civilized and pa- 
gans, have promiscuously shared in these refreshings. Their effect has 
been (what distinguishes Christianity from every other scheme) oneness 
of humble feos and holy practice. You hear the man of science and 
the untaught child, the polite, and the savage of the forest, alike confess 
the total alienation of their hearts from God,—ascribing the surprizing 
change to sovereign grace through an infinite atonement; you have be- 
held them peaceful, and proving, by their lives, their sins forgiven. Such 

the almost incredible events we now witness. Already the dawnof the 

illennial day is breaking in upon the world; a day which the prophet 
saw in distant prospective. “Arise, shine, O Zion, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” Even now “Gentiles 
have come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” In 
such a period, who can fold his hands and remain inactive? Shall the 
temple of the Lord be built, and we not lend a hand? Shall we not act 
in character, when we behold what kings and prophets were not permit- 
ted? When the wise and good are concentrating their efforts with a bold- 
ness that defies opposition, and an untiring zeal, will you withhold your 
prayers, your influence, your contributions? 

I would enforce the command of my text from the sfi// existing wants 
of thé world, and the adaptedness of the Gospel to those wants. 

€ 
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Although much has been done within the last quarter of a century, we 
are not to look for the reformation of the world in that period. Such is the 
fact, six hundred million of our race lie in all the depravity of pagan- 
ism. You well know their worship, rightly characterized by impurity 
and blood. “The dayspring from on high,” has not visited them, while 
every hour they are peopling the grave and the abodes of wo. You well 
know the corruptions of the eastern and westera antichrist. The system of 
the Koran separates from Christianity all that is spiritual, and degrades 
the Son of God below the impostor, Mahomet. Asia and Africa have 
drank deeply of this poison, as also European Turkey, where Homer 
sung and Demosthenes spoke; and where, in happier days, the banners 
of the cross waved in triumph. 

The moral influence of Popery is little better. It has mingled with 
inspiration the inventions of bigoted priests; it has inculcated the worship 
of powerless creatures; that gold i is the price of pardon; that the bible is 
not for the common people; and that penance is instead of justification. 

Nor is the religion of the Greek church much superior to the other two, 
if we view the character of most of the Greeks, who adhere to it, and of the 
generality of Alexandrian subjects. Turn from this affecting picture to 
the Protestant world. Among nota few is the simplicity of truth obscured 
and lost by the refinements of skeptical philosophy. Ah! how unlike 
that Gospel which Jesus Christ and his apostles preached! As to Evan- 
gelical Europe and America, how many millions are without the regular 
means of grace; how many deserted churches sinking in despondency, 
whilst the passing scoffer asks, “where is now your God?” 

Such is the state of a majority of mankind, notwithstanding the ani- 
mating motive last set before you. Darkness almost to be felt, over- 
spreads the greater portion of the globe, errors abound, scenes of enor- 
mous guilt are every hour occurring, the earth groans under the corrup- 
tions of its inhabitants, while year after year hell is peopling with the 
victims of self-ruin. Over these desolations benevolence looks and 
weeps, and asks, is there no remedy? Yes, blessed be God, the Gospel, 
for the express promotion of which your Society was instituted. This can 
set all things to rights in our distracted world. “The Gospel that bring- 
eth salvation teacheth us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly.” 1am urging you to spread 
it from its adaptedness to these wants. A glance at what it has accom- 
plished, will convince you of this. While it reveals to man all essential 
truth—that truth has exerted a mighty influence, in purifying the heart 
and the life. You have seen this verified in the Hebrew nation, who 
were preserved for ages from idolatry, which overspread the rest of the 
world; and from whom sprang a host of illustrious prophets and martyrs. 

At the opening of the new dispensation, a handful of unlearned men 
overturned systems of error, which time, and power, and philosophy had 
deeply rooted; pushed the victories of the cross to the very altars and 
thrones of paganism, until, in the fourth century, the civilized world em- 
braced Christianity. By this weapon, a single man roused Europe 
from the slumber of eight centuries; the papal Anti-christ trembled to its 
foundation; a glorious reformation followed, whose effects on government, 
science, and religion, may be traced down to this hour. Come nearer 
home. The forests of your own state presented, a few years ago, a moral, 
as well as a natural waste. The Sabbath was ushered in by the hunts- 
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man’s horn, or the roar of sinful mirth; the low tavern and distillery drew 
within their vortex an idle and lawless population, settling in hot debate 
the high concerns of stateand church. Now it is a blooming garden. You 
seem to breathe the air of Heaven. Every thing bespeaks enterprize and 
growth and peace. A rational piety, and a practical religion obtain. 

* While “the sound of the church going bell,” invites a thoughtful neighbor- 
hood to the decent sanctuary and the services of religion. Where, I ask, 
do refinement, and taste, and social order, and pure government, most 
prevail? Where is woman raised to that elevation, to which her rights 
and the tenderness of her sex entitle her? Ah, where the Gospelis. Such 
are the wants of the world, and such is the adaptedness of the Gospel to 
meet them. Have you, my hearers, this remedy at hand? and will you 
not apply it? The servants of God stand ready to bear it, and the fields 
are white unto the harvest. Will you not respond, “here are our good 
wishes and our alms; go, ye swift messengers of mercy; to the poor 
preach the gcspel, bind up the broken hearted, and open the prison doors 
to them that are bound; then come back, and tell us ‘what great things 
God hath wrought among the Gentiles by you.’ ” 

In the application of my subject to the present occasion, I would not 
enlarge. 

This day brings you to the seventh anniversary of your Society. The 
ladies of this enlightened village and vicinity, have the honor of forming 
the first independent female missionary society in our country. Previous- 
ly tothat event, you were a branch of the Hampshire Missionary Society, 
of Massachusetts. Presuming that more money could be raised and more 
interest excited, you resolved to assume the appropriation of your own 
funds. The experiment has justified the expectation. Besides the 
influence your Society has exerted in giving rise to many kindred ones, 
you have been directly instrumental in sending the gospel, without price, 
to most of the western, and northern, ad southern counties of our state, as 
well as to Upper Canada; in gathering numerous churches and societies; 
in settling many worthy pastors; in restraining vice; in enlightening a 
wide community in the doctrines of grace, and concerning the great move- 
ments of the christian world; in forming more than fifty Auxiliary Socie- 
ties; more than all, in the conversion of hundreds of immortals, who, but 
for you might have perished! 

By your efforts an impulse has been excited, and a train of means put 
into operation, which will exert a healthful influence upon other genera- 
tions and other worlds. Although your services may not live on the page 

_of history, or in the poet’s song, they are precious in the eyes of Christ; 
they will exist in the recollection of many when the pageantry of this 
world shall have passed away. 

Tn conclusion: Friends and daughters of Zion, shall the ground be 
abandoned you have so honorably and so usefully maintained? Will you 
diminish a single offering or a single effort? Do not all the motives which 
formerly influenced your labors of love, still eaist, and with accumulated 
force? Is the worth of the soul less, or its native guilt, or the necessity of 
its renovation? {s the command less binding “go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature?” ; 

Are not the promises relative to the future glories and triumphs of the 
church certain? Have not you and vours been blessed a hundred fold for 
your charities? Are there not now within the limits of our own state, 
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a > I appear in the defk on this occafion. 

wa It becomes not me to cenfure their 
goudact in overlooking my worthy fathers ‘and 
elder brethren, whom propriety would have pla- 
ced before me in fuch a fervice, This as well as 
- other reafons might have legitimated my declin- 
ing to accept the honor ; but fuch a ftep might 
have been mifconftrued, as if ‘it had proceeded 
from 4 difapprobation of a practice worthily be- 
gun, and which fome of the beft characters 


among us wifh may be continued, namely, the 
éntering on the yearly bufinefs of legiflation, by 
a religious folemnity. 

It fhall now be my endeavor, with the freedom! 


of an American, to offer fome thoughts on what © 


I conceive to be the true intereft, and the beft 
means of the profperity of this State , and that 
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portion of fcripture which I have chofen as the 
theme of a dif courfe on this o¢cafion is | 


PSALM 144, ‘Lit se e 

“ Rid me and deliver me from the hand of ftrange 

children ; whofe mouth fpeaketh vanity, and their 
right hand is a right hand of falfhood. 


“* That our fons may be as plants grown up in their 
youth ; that our daughters may be as corner= 
( frones,polifhed after the fimilitude of a palace. 


“ That our garners may be full, affording all man- 
ner of fiore ; that our foeep may bring 2 forth thou- 
Jands, and ten thoufands in our ftreets. 


“ That our oxen may be Jirong to labour ; that 
there be no breaking tn nor ‘going out, that there 
be no complaining in our fireets.. A 


“ Happy is that people that isin fuch a café ; yea, 
happy ts that people whofe Gon ts the Lorp.” 


WAVID was a wife and faithful prince, eve; 
attentive to the true intereft of the people 

whom he governed. It was no difadvantage to 
him that he was raifed from the humble employ~_ 
ment of a fhepherd, to be a fupreme ruler ; for 
having pafled through the lower ftations of life, 
and been converfant with men of every order and — 
degree, he well knew what duty every man could 
do; what burdens they could bear ; how they _ 


thought ; what they faid; how they were to be I 
- pleat 


eons.) 


pleafed, or offended; and in what manner their 
different capacities and genuifes might be employ- 
ed for the general fervice of the kingdom. Ha- 
ving been intimately acquainted with perfons dif. 
affected to the government of his predeceflor, he 
underftood the fecret workings of jealoufy, envy, 
and «ambition, and how to counterwork their 
baneful influence. Having been obliged to take 
refuge from the perfecuting fury of Saul, among 
the open and profeffed enemies of his country, 
into whofe confidence he had the addrefs to infi- 
nuate himfelf fo far as to be entrufted with a 
command, he acquired a knowledge of their fecret 
counfels, their views, their arts, and methods of 
war. In fuch ways was this truly great man 
trained up, till he had acquired thofe accomplifh- 
ments which fitted him to be ruler over Ifrael, 
whofe true intereft feems to have lain near his 
heart, to have employed his fecret thoughts, to 
have been the fubjeét of his devotions, and in 
many of his poetical compofitions, | 


At what time,or on what particular occafion, 
this Pfalm was written, we have no other infor- 
mation than what may be gained from its inter-~ 
nal characters. It feems from thence to have 
been pete when David apprehended. the king- 
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dom was in danger, from enemies, either foreign 
or domeftic. They are called ‘ ‘ range ebildren” 

and their character is that “their mouth fpeaketh va- 
nity, and their right hand ts aright hand of falfbood ;3 
from them David prays Gop to deliver him, and 
takes encouragement from his paft experience of 
the divine goodnefs, from the vanity of human 
power, and from the fuperior avenging arm of 
heaven, to hope that he fhould be delivered. _ 


Wuo thefe ftrange children were, we can but 
conjecture. They might be the tribes of roving 
Arabs, who were often fecking opportunities to 
commit depredations on the peaceful inhabitants, 
robbing them of their feed-corn, laying wafte their 

fields, driving away their cattle and fheep, or car- 
rying their children into captivity. Or they 
might be the formidable Philiftines, who made 
war in a more regular manner, and had a moft 
inveterate hatred to the nation of Ifrael ; Or they 
might be domeftic enemies; ¢ither the remnant 
of the old Canaanites, who were incorporated 
with Ifrael, and often proved a fcourge to: them ; 
or fome of the Ifraelites themfelves feduced and de- 


generated fo far as to take part with them againft 
.. their brethren. But, be their perfons who they 
“eal, their characters are fairly drawn, they were 
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“range children,” alienated from, and oppofed to ‘ 
the intereft of the nation ; their views were ini~ ° 
mical, and they fought to hinder thofe things 
which David regarded as the beft means of the 
profperity ofhis people. * Whofe mouth fpeaketh va- 
nity.”  Yanity is a general name for wickednefs, 
andit may here be underftood as fomething fpoken. 
againft the things which David defired. They 
were perfons whofe aims and defigns were un- 
friendly to the public intereft, and whofe tongues 
were employed in propagating bad principles, and 
prejudicing the minds of the people againft the 
means of improvement. 


“‘ Their right band is a right band of falfbood.” 
The right hand among the ancients was an em- | 
blem of power. Thefe then were perfons who 
had power to domifchief. If they were domeftic 
enemies, they were perfons int office, or who had 
influence over the people to mifleadthem, by falfe 
reafonings, and work on their paffions or pre- 
judices ; if they were bad neighbours, they had 
ftrength enough to make inroads and commit 
violence, to break up fettlements, to lay wafte 
fields and difperfe families. 


Tuese arefome of their characters: But we may 
dcam fomething more of them, if we confider what 
A4 advantages 
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_ advantages David expected from the deliverance 
“which he prays for. “bat our wags * may be as plants 
grown up in their youth.” He wasa ft iend to educa- 
tion, and withed that-all obftacles to this good 
work might be taken away. Plants which grow 
up when they are young, that is, which attain 
their form and fize while the growing feafon con- 
tinues, are more ufeful as en as pleafant than 
thofe which are neglected or ftinted in their 
growth. Sochildren,who have the proper means 
of education during the feafon of improvement, 

re in general better fitted for ufefulnefs than 
thofe who are neglected, - 


“That our daughters may be as corner flones pole 
ifhed after the fimilitude of a palace.” We in this 
country know fo little of palaces, that we may not 
be able to comprehend the full force of this allu- 
fion ; but we may depend upon it, that it means 
fomething extremely elegant and beautiful ; thofe 
beautics, thofe virtues, thofe graces in which the | 
fofter fex are deftined by nature to fhine, fet off 
to the beft advantage by due cultivation and im- 
provement. The fineft marble is capable of the 
higheft polifh, and it is an injury to it if we let it 
go without the finifhing hand of the moft oc — 
artificer, ' ay" 


Ofence ole ; ‘ 
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Hence we may conclude that thefe ““Rrange 
children” were perfons whofe views were unfriend- 
iy to family order, ‘and the education of youth, 
and as thefe were bleflings of which David fully 
knew the value, it was natural for him to pray 
for deliverance from fuch enemies. But ano- 
ther happy confequence which he expected to 
refult from their removal, was the increafe of the 
fruits of the earth, and of thofe beafts which were 
ufeful for burden and for food. ‘That our gar- 
ners may be full, affording all manner of flore ; that 
our fheep may bring forth thoufands, and ten thoufands 
in our freets ; that our oxen may be firong to labor.” 
In fuch a country as David's, “a /and of bills and 
vallies, and that drinketh water of the rain of hea- 
ven,” thefe were the moft natural and profitable 
productions, the true fources of wealth and inde. 
pendence. He was fully fenfible from his own 
experience, and his acquaintance with mankind, 
that a country able to fubfift by its own native 
produce, and a race of {ubjects inured to field-la- 
bour, and attached to the foil by the right of in- 
heritance, afforded the beft fupport to his throne, 
and the fureft means of defence: That his coun- 
try might be thus _bleffed, he prayed. to be deliv- 
ered from thofe perfons. who had. power to pre~ 


vent the increafe of thefe natural bleffings. 
| THE. 


( 10 ) 

Tue laft line of their character is pointed ou¢ 
in that additional bleffing, which he forefees will 
be the refult of their removal r “that there be no 
breaking in nor going out, that there beng complain- 
ing in our ftreets.’ 'Thefe words feem to defcribe 
a ftate of predatory war, fuch as is ufually made 
by favage nations, who attack by furprife and car+ 
ry away prifoners and plunder in a fudden, vio- 
Jent andirrefiftable manner, leaving the remaining 
inhabitants fufficient caufe of complaint, but no 
means ofredrefs. Such enemies have been known 
in this country, as well as David’s, and we have 
reafon to regard a deliverance from them as one 
of the greateft mercies. 


Havinc mentioned thefé as the particular bleff 
ings which he wifhed might be the portion of the. 
people whom he governed, and which he expected 
would follow the removal of the enemies they 
were then troubled with, he reviews the fubject in 
devout admiration, and exclaims “‘happy 7s the peo- 
ple that is in fuch a cafe.” 'Thefe were the moft 
valuable of all national temporal bleffings, and 
fuch a people were, as far as thefe could make 
them, happy ; but as this could not be the cafe 
of a people without the peculiar providence of the 
fupreme being, he adds, “‘yea happy is that people 
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whofe.Gon zs the Lorp ;” implying, that a people 
thus highly favoured with the beft means of na- 
tional profperity were a people under the paren- 
tal care of the beft of beings, who was their guar- 
dian and deliverer. But there is a farther idea 
comprized in the fentence, for a people who have 
fuch a Gop as this, and are not fenfible of their 
obligations to him, nor difpofed to make grateful 
and devout returns to him, cannot be called hap- 
py: Happinefs confifts not barely in poffeffing 
the means of enjoyment, but in having a fenfe of 
the fource from whence they flow, and in be- 
ing difpofed to makeaproperufeofthem. There- 
fore, if a peoplewho are in fuch a cafe are happy, 
if they are: happy in having the Lorp for their 
Gop, it muft be underftood thatthey havea know- 
ledge of this Gon, a fenfe of their obligations to 
him, and a dipofition to do his will as it is made 
known to them, The nation ot Ifrael had fuffi- 
cient means of knowing, worfhipping and ferving 
this Gop, fo have we ; and when we are fenfible 
of our obligations to him, and difpofed to fulfil 
them, we fhall be a truly happy people. 


- From the text thus defcanted on, we may ga- 
ther what were in David’s view, the proper ob- 
jects of a ruler’s attention, and the fure means of 
national profperity, viz. THe 


wed 

Tue education of youth——The improvement 
of the country.—Peace, and religion. 

SuHaxx I now endeavor to excite the attention 
of this aflembly, and particularly of the public 
Reprefentative Fathers of this people, to thefe no- 
ble objects, thus pointed out to our view by one 
of the greateft Princes and wifeft Statefmen that 
ever lived, 

THE education of youth is the moft capital and 
important confideration ; the wifeft legiflators in 
the world have attended to it as effential to the 
profperity of a people, and the beft writers on 
government have recommended it in the fame 
view. “ The duty of rulers (fays one * of them) 
‘is not only to prefcribe good laws, by which 
* every one may know how to behave ; but to: 
« eftablith the moft perfect manner of public in- 
‘ ftitution and education of youth,’ This is the 
‘ only way of making fubje€ts conform to thelaws 
‘ by reafon and cuftom, rather than fear of pun- 
‘ifhment. Children are the hope and ftrength 
‘of a nation, and it is too late to correct them 
‘when they are fpoiled ; it is infinitely better to 

* prevent the evil than to punifh it. It is not 
* laws and ordinances, but good morals: that re- 


© gulate the State. Thofe who have had a bad 
education _ 


* Burramacur’s political Law, vol. 2, pe 144 1016 
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‘education make no fcruple to violate the beft 
* conftitutions in the world, whereas they who 
* have been properly trained up, cheerfully con- 

* form to all good inftitutions. . The moft effec. 
“tual means therefore, which a Sovereign can 
“employ to promote the public happinefs, is to 
‘work on the mind by difpofing the hearts of his 
‘ fabjetts to wifdom and virtue, and to make them 
“early acquainted withthe rules of an happy and 
‘virtuous life. By means of public inftru€tion, 
‘he has an effe€iual method of inftilling jut ideas 
‘into the minds of his fubjects, and his authority 
‘ has a very greatinfluence on the internal actions, 
* the thoughts and inclinations of thofe who are 
: « fabjeét to his laws, fo far at leaft as Bik nature 
‘of the thing will permit.” _ Ms 


Asan exemplification of raat es, erent me 
torecitea padlage from another author { who thus — 
celebrates the conduct of the great Lycurgus. ‘He 
‘looked upon the education of youth as the moft im~ 
« portant object of alegiflators care.His grand prin- 
* ciple was that children belong to the State more 
“than to their parents, and therefore he would have 


mf ‘the State entrufted with the general care of their 
. education 


: . 
— 


4’. (an 
t Rotzin’s ancient Hiftory vol, 2, p. 292. 
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¢ education, in order to have them formed on uni 
‘form conftant principles, which might infpire 
«them betimes with the love of their country 
‘and of virtue. The long duration of the laws 
© of Lycurgus is very wonderful ; but the means 
‘ he ufed to fucceed, are no lefs worthy of admi- 
‘ ration; the principal of thefe was the excellent edu- 
‘cation of youth. The religious obligation of 
‘an oath which he exacted from the citizens, 
‘ would have been but a feeble tie, had he not by 
‘education infufed his laws as it were into the 
‘minds and manners of the children. This was 
‘ the reafon that his principal ordinances fubfifted 

’ above five hundred years.” ie 


Tuat fentiment of Lycurgus, that “children 
belong to the State more than to their parents” 
ought to be deeply engraved on the heart of every 


perfon who is concerned in making or executing 


laws, efpecially thofe which relate to the morals 


ofthepeople. Nature hath diffufed her gifts with : 


an impartial as wellas a liberal hand; fhe gives geni- 


us tothofe who havenot,as well as to thofe who’ have . 
the means within. their power to cultivate and in m- | 


proveit. There are as many good capacities among 
thechildren of the poor, who are not able to give 
them a good education, as of the rich who are ; 


aes 


+e 
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and if it is the duty and intereft of the State to 
avail itfelf of the capacities of all its citizens, it is 
then their duty and intereft to cultivate thofe ca- 
pacities. Children indeed depend in a great mea- 
fure on their parents, and are by nature fubject 
to family government ; but the public ought: in 
juftice to itfelf to provide the means of inftruction 
for all ; then, if parents will not fuffer their chil- 
dren to ufe thofe means of inftruction, the fault 
will be theirs. But this is very feldom the cafe ; 
moft parents are fond of putting their children 
under public inftruction, if it can be had, and 
many are daily complaining for the want of it. 


Ir is rare to find a genius ftrong enough to 
ftruggle with the difadvantages arifing from the 
want of early education, and by its own native 
force and perfeverance make its way into public 
life, and attain its proper rank in fociety ; yet 
fuch inftances there are, and fome principal cha- 
racters in this State, both dead and living may be 

reckoned of the number: but how many more 

“have there been, with a genius not inferior, who 

_ for want of that cultivation which in other places 

is thrown away on blockheads, have languifhed 

in obfcurity, or turned their attention to inferior 

objects, or perverted their faculties to ignoble pur 
> fuits 
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fuits, and fallen among the {plendid ruins of hus “ 


man nature! The lofs which this State fuffers by 
the want of proper methods of education, is in- 
conceivable: Genius of every kind is not {earcer 
here than in any other parts of the continent, or 
the world; but ifa country {tored with diamonds 
lying in their native cruft; may be cenominated 
poor, becaufe it is neglected, what brand of infa- 
my {hall we deferve; if we will take no pains to 
refcue our richeft treafures aiid brighteft orna-< 
ments from perpetual obfcurity ! 


Ix we look into our new fettlements of lefs thari 
twenty years ftanding, fhall we not find a great 
number of perfons, now in the bloom of youth, 


/ 


who {carce ever had an opportunity to enter the 


doors of a fchool; who, if their parents are un- 
able to teach them, muft remain deftitute of the 
firft rudiments of education ; thefe youth are to 


be the future ftrength and fupport of the State ; 
and what a fet of men will by. and by come upon ; 


the ftage under all thefe difadvantages ! ! How mie- 
lancholy to think that a great part of the rifing 
generation is likely to be ignorant & unprincipled 1 
that our town-officers, our Jurors, juftices, judges, 
and even our legiflators may in fome future time 
be compared of fuch perfons ! _ oer 

i es ale 
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In fome of our old towns the cafe has of late 
years béen not much better, I fay, of late, becaufe 
there is certainly a difference between former and 
later times in this.refpect.. I could produce you 
a proof from the public records, that in the year 
1722, at.the beginning of an indian ‘war, one of 
the then frontier-towns’ was obliged’ to: petition 

the General.Court, and a fpecial act was made 
to releafe them from the obligation of maintain- 
ing a Grammar School, becaufe of the danger and 
diftrefs arifing from the war, then. carried on at 
their doors ; but this favor could not then be 
granted them, but on this exprefs condition, that 
they fhould maintain, an. inferior fchool during 
the whole of that war., Now mark the contraft! 
In the late war, not.only that, but many other 


nd far eriough re- 
emy, were deftitute 


og 

towns; large and opule 
moved from all fear of thee 
of public {chools of any k ind, not only without 

; AS a a 
leave of the legiflature, but contrary to the ex- 
prefs requirement: of © few, and notwithftand-. 
» ing courts of juftice were frequently held in fome 
_ of them, and juries folemnly {worn and charged 
to prefent all breaches of law, and the want of 
fchools among the reft. What could this inat- 
tention be owing-to ? Could it be imagined that 


- im a time of war, education was unneceflary ? or 
B that 
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that it did not tend to qualify men for foldiers ? 
It.is well known, and the late war has proved it 
over again, if it needed proof, that the men of 
this State are an hardy robuft race, patient of 
fatigue, inured to hardfhips, and able to look an 
enemy in the face without terror; thefe qualities 
are effential toa good foldier : I fuppofe too, that 
when commanded by officers in whom they can 
confide, they are at leaft equal to any of their 
American brethren for difcipline and fubordina- 
tion ; but in the prefent mode of conducting 
war, fome degree of learning is neceflary to qua- 
lify even thefe men for a command: A foldier 
cannot rife to the rank ofan orderly ferjeant with~ 
out fome knowledge of letters : and what a pity 
is it, that for want of inftruction in this ufeful 
branch of {cience, the bravett men fhould ¢and 
no chance for prefernient. 


Wiru regard to. civil fociety, the profpeét is 
truly alarming. Our notions of liberty, if they 
are not guided and limited by good education, 
degenerate into a favage independence. Uninfor+ 
med and unprincipled as the rifing generation in- 
many places are, they will not readily fubmit to. 
the reftraints of law, nor have any idea of obe- 
dicnce. Too many already go by no other rule, 

than 


ee. 


than their own wills ; when they are injured they 
feek to revenge themfelves, and, when they are op 
pofed to any public meafure,they think that their 
appearing and voting.or protefting againft it, will 
free them from the obligation of abiding by the 
fenfe of the majority. But fhould any length of 
time or turn of affairs blunt thefe fenfations of 
freedom which are now all alive, and impatient: 
of controul, then without the means of educations 
how eafily may our pofterity be gulled out of 
their liberties by an artful and infidious few, who 
may have all the wealth and learning in their 
hands ; If town fchools be not encouraged, if 
education be not laid open and common to every, 
family of whatever eftate and condition, the rich’ 
only will be able to cultivate the minds of their 
children by fending them to diftant academies or 
univerfities ; the learning of the country will 
then be only amiong men of property, and the reft 
being ignorant, may beeafily deceived. How fa~ 
vorable fuch a circumftance may prove to ufur-" 
pation and tyranny, I dread to think! What wilf 
become of your republican governments, if they 
aré not nurtured by publi¢ education, and ftreneth4 
ened by public virtue ? If hefe points be not ats 
tended to, you may expect a domineering arifto- 
cracy fo fucceed your prefent democtatic forms, 


and 
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and what that wiil degenerate into, let the nature 
of afpiring ambition, and the hiftortes of fallen 
republics teil. . 


Ir we turn our attention to the religious. ftate 
of the country, what an ill afpect has the want of 
education on focicty ? the religion cf ignorant 
people is fuperftition. Having no foundation 
laid in ‘their minds. by regular inftruétion, they 
will not be Hkely to think foberly or rationally 
of any article of faith or moral duty. They will. 
not. candi idly enquire and impartially determine 
what is truth and what is duty y ;. but, will either, 
take their religion upon truft from human autho- 

rity, or be fubject to frights and fits, and delu-, 
fions: Any bold and cunning impofters. will lead. 
them aftray, their imaginations will be tickled with 
novelties, or their fears excited by harfh founds ;. 
and they will proftitute their affections to thofe 
who pretend a love for them, but whofe only < aim. 
is to make a prey of their fubftance. They will 
be led. to believe’ ‘pretended prophiefies and pre. 
tended miracles ; "they will “‘/earn the way. ” | 
heathen, and be difimayed at the figns of heaven ;" they . 
will think rocks and mountains inhabited | oy evil 
fpirits 5 they will believe in witchcraft and for-. 
Cory 4 and wall pay more bepate to the tricks of 
conjurers: 
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conjurers and fortune-tellers, than to the facred 
truths of divine Revelation. 


Bur it may be faid, why all this complaint 
about education ; have we not already laws 
that provide for the public teaching of youth ? 
and is there not an order of men appointed to take 
notice of and prefent the towns for non-compli- 
ance ? It. may be anfwered, we have indeed fuch 
laws ; but are they not like a decayed building 
that needs repairs ? As to the bufinefs of grand- 
Jurors, if we were to judge by their oath, we fhould 
certainly think they had enough todo; when we 
hear them {worn ‘diligently to enquire, and true 
‘prefentment to make of all fuch matters and 
* things as fhall be given them in charge ; that 
‘they fhall prefent no man for envy, hatred or 
* malice, neither leave any unprefented for love, 
* fear, favor, affection or hope of reward ; but 
* fhall prefent things truly as they come to their 
‘ knowledge, according to the beft of their un- 
‘ derftanding ;” when we hear this oath adminif- 
tred, and a charge from the bench, explaining and 
enforcing the duty, any man of common under- 
ftanding would think that the grand-jurors hada 
large field of action open before them. But if weare 
to i by their practice, we may be apt to fufpect 

that 
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‘that there is a certain magic power in that oath, 
which at once deprives a man of the fenfes of fee- 
ing and hearing, and of the faculty of fpeech. 
Other perfons, and even thefe, when not under ~ 
oath, can obferve and complain of many grofs 
breaches of law, many notorious flagrant omiffions 
of the duties enjoined by law ; but grand-jurors at 
once deaf and blind, and dumb, can neither enquire 
nor prefent, unlefs fome perfon whofe bufinefs it 
is xot, fhall force upon them a complaint and fup- 
port it by evidence; and what is this owing to 
in a great meafure, but to the want of education ? 


From thefe, and other confiderations which 
might be fuggefted, it is devoutly te be withed that 
our rulers would revife the laws concerning edu- 
cation, and take fome effeGtual methods for the ex- 
ecution of them. Youth are daily growing up to 
manhood, and if good principles are not early im- 
planted in their minds, bad ones will affume their 
place like noxious weeds ina neglected garden.— . 
But who are they that demand this attention ? 
your own children; the children of your fellow 
citizens ; of thofe who have borne and are bearing 
the public burdens, and paying the publi¢ taxes > 
of thofe who have {uffered and bled in your caufe 
of thofe who have fallen in defence of your liber- 


ties, 
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ties, and whofe blood if it could {peak from the 
earth, would loudly affert and claim their chil- 
drens rights. ‘Thefe children are in fome future 
day to ftand in your place, and do the duty which 
is now required of you, and how will they be able 
to do it, unlefs you now provide them the means 
of inftruction ? Do youthink it your duty to clear 
the woods and cultivate the wildernefs ? and will 
you not think it your duty to cultivate that nobler 
foil, the human mind, and clear it of thofe incum- 
brances of ignorance and error, with which it is 
now overfpread ? Let this important work be ef- 
feétually done, and let it be faid that where there 
was the moft need of education, the beft means 
have been ufed, and the moft generous remedies 


faithfully applied. ¢ 
THE 


} Dr. Paice in his obfervations on the American revolution» 
earneftly recommends to us ‘ the eftablifhment of a wife and libe- 
ral plan of education,” and gives it as his opinion, that there is 
*< a /ecret remaining tobe diftovered in education, which will caufe 
“ future generations to grow up virtuous and happy, and accelerate 
‘ human happinefs to a greater degree than can atyprofent be ima~ Mee 
* gined.”” The difcovery of this /ecret is of moré importince to. > 

_ the world than all the mines of Mexico and Peru,and every approach 
toward it ought to be regarded with attention. Perhaps its difco- 
very like the appearance of light may be gradual. The Dr. has 
given us one hint which is a valuable advance, and may lead to 
others. ‘* The bufinefs of education fays he, fhould be to teach 
how to think, rather than ‘‘ what to think.’’ Is it not equally ufe- 
fal to be taught how to a#? Is it not an objeGt.of as great im-.. . 
portance that youth fhould be led to admire and approve. what is 
noble, generous and worthy, and to abhor what is vicious, mean 
and deteftable,as that they fhould learn the rudiments of grammar, 


and the beauties of ftyle and compofition? and if the fame precevt- 
. or, 


Ver) “at 


(ges 
Tue fecond object of public attention ‘as pointed 


 ©ut to us in the words of the royal Pfalmift, is the 
. | Ryac ie 


emprovement of the country. 
ee ; > 


Every country in the world is furnifhed by the 
Gop of nature with fome peculiar advantages. 
To underftand what thefe are, and how they are 
to be improved, isa part of the bufinefs of wife and 
faithful rulers, | , 


-Tr is paft doubt, that the greater part of the 
people inhabiting this State muft’be employed in. 
hufbandry, the original bufinefs of man, and the 
natural 


or, the fame books, and the fame time may be employed in pro~. 
moting both thefe. purpofes, would it not be a fpecies of literary 
c@conomy worth attending to ? Suppofe the mafter fhould fet apart | 
one day in the week to put his pupils on reviewing what they have 
learned, not merely with a view to perfect them in the grammatical 
conftruction of words and fentences,or the beauties of rhetorical dic- 
tion ; but to dive intothe fentiments of the books or parts of books 
of which they have fkimmed the furface, and fhould examine them 
concerning the perfons or things, of which the author treats, /ead- 
ing them to find out principles and manners, virtues and vices, and 
how:to praife or blame, to imitate, correét or avoid ; would not this” 
one dey he as well fpent asany other, and would not youth be put 
into a way of criticifing perfons and things, as well as words and 
phrafes ? would they not learn a method of reading, obferving, 
enquiring, and jadging which might fit them for ufefulnefs in 
every flage of life, and in every branch of bufinefs ? Why might 
not fuch a mode of inftruétion be introduced into every {chool? 
Hittorical and Biographical works may be eminently ferviceable, 
and even the BIBLE may not be ufelefs. = 
Should any one enter into the fpirit of this method, with an hap- 
py talent of adapting it to the capacities of youth ; he might not 
find it a difficult tafk to initiate them early into a knowledge of the— 
principles of government, a branch of fcience which under a republi-- 
can conflitution,every man ought in fome degree to be acquainted 
with, Aefore he’ is called to officiaie in the Legiflative, Executive or 
Judicial {phere. : 


+ 


45 
natural fource of that equality and independence, 
which are effential to a republican covernment.- 
Heaven hath bleffed us with a variety of fails, 
Mountains, vallies, plains and meadows ‘appear 
in fucceffion to the eye of the traveller ; and thefe 
are capable of producing every fort of neceffary for’ 
the fupport of man and beaft. We need be at 
no lofs for ftaple commodities, if we will but at- 
tend to the hints which nature hath given us, and 
improve the advantages which fhe hath put inta 
our hands. ‘The increafe of our corn and cattle 
ought to be a principal object of the legiflator’s 
care. England, it is faid, wasnotacorn country, 
till the parliament about a century ago, eftablifhed 


a bounty upon the exportation of it. This en-”. 


couraged the raifing of great quantities, more 
than fufficient for home confumption. Such a’ 
meafure might be equally beneficial here, if our’ 
fituation was not fo very inconvenient, that the 
only fea-port in the State is, and always will be 
unfrequented, by a great part of theinland coun- 
try, whofe commodities will find an eafier tranf- 
portation to other places. * Our 


* Any perfon by cafting his eye on a map of New-Hamphhire, 
and the country eaftward of it muft be convinced, that the whole 
_ territory between the upper part of Conneéticut river, on the weft, 
and the Ocean as far as the river Kennebeck, on the eaft, and as 
far northward as the bounds of the United States extend,is formed 


by nature to have a neceflary connexion, and ought in reafon to be 
one 


e 
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Ovr inland navigation is another branch of 
improvement which merits attention. ‘The coun- 
try is richly watered by the hand of nature ; but 
this like other fpecies of natural riches needs the 
affifttance of art and labor. If fome canals were - 
cut, fome obftacles removed, and fome carry- 
ing places eftablifhed, and of this lat circum- 
ftance much may be learned from the example 
of the indians; we might take advantage of our 
‘ numerous ftreams and ponds, to tranfport mer- 
chandize into the country, and convey its pro- 
du&tions to market, much ecafier antl cheaper 
than at prefent. Such an improvement would 
alfo ftrengthen the connexion, which for politi- 
cal reafons ought always to be maintained be- 
tween the feveral parts of the fame State, and 
which for want of fome means of interefted com- 
munication, in this, is yet too lax and feeble, 


Narore hath furnifhed our eas’ aid ‘Tivers 
with a variety of fifh, which have been a great 
fupport 


one jurifdiftion. The dividing line between New-Hampfhire and 
the late Province of Main cuts this territory in fuch a manner as to 
make two jurifdiations extremely inconvenient. Thofe townthips 
which lie on the upper branches of Saco river have already found 
their market at Falmouth; but thofe on the heads of Conneéticutand _ 
Amorifcoggin rivers, being feperated from the lower parts of the 
State, by a range of mountains, the higheft in New-England, and 
in moft places inacceflible, muft find their way to fome navigable 
parts of Kennebeck. And it would be more natural for them to be 
connefted in government where they are connedted in trade, 
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fupport to multitudes in the moft difficult times, 
and are capable of being made an article of very 
lucrative trade, This was an object much more 
attended to in former years than of late; but it 
is of fuch importance as to demand all the encou- 
ragement which can be beftowed upon it. 


Our manufactures are few, and muft be fo, 
while land is plenty and cheap. But the import- 
ation of foreign manufactures in large quantities 
may be a great difadvantage, efpecially if they 
are to be paid for in our. current coin ; and all 
attempts to introduce articles of luxury and need-. 
lefs expence fhould be carefully guarded againft. 
Luxury has been the ruin of republican States in 
other parts of the world; and the fame caufe will 
be likely to produce the fame effect. Every {pe- 
cies of home-manufaéture which can be carried 
on to advantage, ought to receive all poffible en- 
couragement ; nor can we long maintain the 
character of an independent people, unlefs we 
cultivate induftry and ceconomy, 


Ir may admit of doubt, whether our lumber 
trade as it is now conduéted be on the whole, an. 
advantageor a difadvantage. Tomake it acertain 

benefit, fome good regulations are wanting, which 
s; ‘ 


may 
> 
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may alfo help the moral part-of our chara€ter. + 
The free and exceflive ufe of ftrong liquoris one 
pernicious effect of this traffic,and a fruitful fouree 
of innumerable evils, 


Bur I will quit this head with reminding 
our honored rulers, that if the heaith, the pro- 
perties, the morals, the natural and political in- 
terefts of a large and increafing number of peo. 
ple are committed to them, the charge is of a 
moft ferious nature, and of immenfe value, and 
eught to be attended to with zeal and fidelity. 
Now is the time, at the beginning of the confti- 
tution, to eftablifh good laws, and introduce good, 
precedents for the direction of pofterity. The 
improvement of thofe advantages which the Gop 
of nature and providence hath put into our hands, 
is a proper tribute of gratitude which he demands, 
and the only effectual one which we can render 
to him. 


I pafs on to mention another capital mean of . 


natural profperity, and that is, peace. 


A time of peace is the proper: feafon to par 
ufe of our national advantages, and put things 


— 700 — 
+ Since this difcourfe was delivered, an a&t has pafled the Ge- — 
neral Court, for regulating the fize bf various ipecies of lumber, 


and appointing proper furveyors; which when carried into Be 
will, it is prefumed, be of great public utility, 


+ 
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into a way of improvement. While there is < 1f8 
breaking in nor-going out,’ our numbers. are in- 
ereafing, and our hufbandry,. merchandize and 
fifhery ought to be, thriving, and the means of | 
education and other fources of improvement 
fhould have every affiftance. 


“We have feeri of late as well as formerly, how’ 
unfavorable a ftate-of waris to all civil and 
moral improvement ; how it: tends to deprave 
the morals of the’people, aswell’ as to ‘take off 
the ftrength and flower of our youth from the 1a~ 
bours of the field, to reduce our numbers, and 
make breaches in otir families. “ But now that 
this’ {courge'is removed, how ‘careful fhould we 
be to cultivate the aits- of peace, and ‘take every 
poflible method to continue and preferve it. 

Ir is amelancholy confideration that one of the 
moft effectual methods to preferve peace is to be 
prepared for war ; but fuch is the prefent confti- 
tution of things in this unhappy world, and fuch 
it will be, ’till the gofpel of peace fhall fo far pre- 
vail and extend its influence, as that the nations 
will either avoid all eccafions of controverfy, or 
agree to refer their difputes to fome arbitrating 
power, with a peaceful defign to abide its deter- 


mination. The diftant hint of fuch a propofal 
does 
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does honor to the benevolent heart that conceived 
jt, and willdo morehonor to the States or nations 
that fhail publicly. recommend and adopt it. * 
But at prefent it feems as if things muft go on in” 
their old courfe. ‘The luft of power has been 
a ruling paffion ever fince the days of Nimrod ; 
and there is no effectual way to check it, but by 
forcible refiftance. . Convinced that a nation can- 
not preferve itfelf from infult, but by rendering 
itfelf formidable, asalover of peace, I muft wifh 
to fee my country prepared for war ; to fee every 
cannon which now lies carelefsly about our ftreets 
and wharves, and in our forts properly fecured 
from decay ; every mufket and {word furbifhed, and 
keptin the niceft order ; our militia officered, in- 
ftructed, arranged and accoutred. and ready for the 
field on the fhorteft notice ; our arfenalsand maga- 
zines well fupplied ; our fortifications repaired and 
firengthened and garrifoned, at leaft with invalids. 
Gon only knows who our next enemies may be, 
or how foon we may have occafion for our vete- 
ran officers and foldiers, and our foreign friends 
and allies. In this view, it may not be amifs to 
recommend as another mean of preferving peace, 

| "the a 
* Vid Dr. Price’s ebisigiions on the American revolu> 
tion, p. 14.—15. and a detail of the tranfaétion of the Maflachus 


feits General Court, in their laft winter feflion, publifhed in the 
NneWS- papers. 
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the payment of our domeftic and foreign debts: 
If it is wife conduct in individuals to pay what 
they owe, that they may preferve the affections 
of their friends, it muft be equally wife in a State; 
beit ever fo fovereign or independent. And here 
indulge me to fay, that our notions of fovereignty 
may poflibly appear to fome older and wifer na- 
tions more raw and childifh than they do to our- 
felves. It is not uncommon for a young heir juft 
come of age and into poiicflion of an eftate, to 
have a much higher opinion of his own import- 
ance, than a more experienced perfon. © The idea 
of each State by itfelf being fovereign, if it be too 
much cherifhed, may prove us to be like the mems 
bers of the bodyefaying one to the other “I have 
no need of you.” We are known abroad as Uni-+ 
ted States ; our true fovereignty confifts in our 
union, as our independence does in our not be- 
ing fubjeét to a foreign power. It is therefore 
the interelOOee every ftate to render this united 
fovereignty refpeétable in the higheft degree; nor ~ 
is there I prefume the leaft danger that any one © 
State will thereby lofe any part of that juft dig- 
nity, which belongs to it as a diftinét local jurif~ 
diction, competent in all refpects to its interior 
government, and independent of every other State 
and kingdom in the world, But if our confede- 
ration 
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ration be impe fea if the powers ‘cea 


. Congrefs are sa(atielene to anfwer the ends ” 


which our united fovereignty was ereted, and if 
the retaining certain powers in the hands of each 
State ‘cannot fo well anfwer thofe ends as if they 
were: delecated, why fhould we {cruple. to do 
it? Why'fhould we be unwilling to truft de- 
Jegates of our own nomination} and who may be 
recalled at our pleafure, with power to preferve 
our public interefts, to fecure our credit, and-ef- 
pecially to fulfill engagements which we have al- 
ready given them power to contract ? If we are 
afraid to truft one another, who wilktruftrus ? If 
we are unreaionably jealous of our beft men, who 
with to extricate us out of our difficulties, fhall we 
not render our independence contemptible ?. Shalt 
we not fubject ourfelves to the impofitions of fo- 
reigners ; and probably fow the feeds of fome con~ 


-troverfy, which may be fatal to our prefent union? 


If we would preferve peace at home and abroad, 
we muft be honeft and punctual ; we > muft learn 
to entertain libs sral dcntimende, to confide 1 n 


+ Since the delivery of this difcourfe, the Lapis Baveby! 
an act vefted the United States, in Congrefs affembled, with full — 
power to regulate crade for fifteen years, provided all the other 
States in the union do the fame. ae &y 
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felves and our friends; as well as formidable tg 
thofe who may be our enemies. 


Tue fourth and laft object of national profpes 
rity mentioned in the text is religion. ‘* Happyts 
that people whofe Gop is the Lorp.” It is proba+ 
ble that the royal and devout Pfalmift meant by 
thefe words to fet Jehovah the God of Ifrael, in 
preference to all other Gods, of whom the neigh- 
bouring nations had a variety. All the nations 
Kad their refpective Gods, whom they worfhipped; 
and on whofe providence and protection they 
placed a dependence: ‘They were regarded as lo= 
cal deities, having a limitted jurifdiction, and not 
interfering with each others territories. Though 
their worfhippers had very grofs and even ridicu~ 
lous conceptions of them; yet the ardor, the con- 
ftancy,and the fincerity with which they worfhip- 
ped and trufted i in them, were fo vifible, that the 
Saye: ufe of this confideration to reprove 
the fickl f the Jews, in the wor thip of the | 
true Gop. “Huth a-nation changed their Gods, which 
are yet no Gods?” {It is really very inftructive to 
obferve, among the antient nations, how careful 
they were to perform religious rites, and make of- 
ferings to their Gods at the beginning, or conclu 


fion of any national undertaking ; and it would 
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be too bold for us td determine, that the zeal and 
_fincerity which they exercifed in thefe religious 

ceremonies, though they miftook the objet, was 

entirely ufelefs to them, or that it was not ap- 
proved and rewarded by the fearcher of hearts. 

But the argument in favor of a national religion. 

is not built wholly on the example of the heathen ; 

it is a dictate of reafon. What reafon taught 
~ them it alfo teaches us; and our fuperior advan-. 
tages enable us to corre¢t their miftakes, to wor- 
thip the true Gop, and confide in him in fuch 
a manner as is how made known to be agreeable 
to his will. 

‘ Ler no man Here take an alarm as if by a nation= 
al religion, I would recommend the eftablifhment 
of any modes or forms in preference to others. - 
The world has too long been abufed with attempts 
fo impofe uniformity; 5 and our. conftitution has 
wifely avoided that fatal rock, on gy. 
feience and truth have often fuffered 
By a national religion I would be underftood to 
ean, an we? SHS of the Gan perfec 


State ; ; and a careful obfervance of hele ¥ 
laws of juftice, truth and mercy in all our pub= 
licconduct. If thefe principles be admitted intg 
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our national NS. and our national phdeuaiee 


be formed upon them, we may truly be faid to 
have the Lorp for our Gop, however different 


our {peculations or practice may be as individuals 


or religious focietiés. Thefe are principles in 
which honeft men of all denominations willag agrees 
and if bya ftriét adherence to them we acknow= 


ledge Gop in all our public ways, we fall have 


reafon to hope and believe that he will dirét our 


{teps. 


Iris ; not an uncommon fui for pe erfons who 


are afhamed to appear irreligious or immor al j in 


their private conduct, when they come into pub- 
lic ‘life, and act as members of a political body, to 


‘lay afideall fenfe of Gop and duty, and aét only ac- 
cording to ci “aft or policy O1 conveniency. Ww hether 
they think that the State has no fuch thing as a 


ublic confeience 5 or that the blame being di- 
“vided among fo many, each o-e’s fhare i is too tri-~ 
fling to be garded ; or, whether they have any 
thought tipon the matter at all, may not be eafy 
to determine, but it is to be feared the fact is true, 
and that the public have often felt the ill _confe- 


quence of i it. When public men att thus, they 


‘tertainly have not the fear of Gop before their 
eyes ; and to what purpofe do they, as men, pro- 


Fels to know the true Gop, when, as rulers, they 
3 C2 have © 
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have not fo much religion as many of the old’ 
heathens ? How many illuftrious examples might. 
be brought from antiquity, of men who had no 
- . more exalted idea of the Deity than that he re~ 
fided on Mount Olympus, or in fome “ temple made’ 
wiih hands,” and yet in-all their public conduct’ 
~_ aéted with afacred regard tojufticeand truth,and a: 
firm conviction. that their aCtions were. regarded: 
by a fuperior Being, on whofe favor depended alf 
the national profperity ! Such examples may juftly’ 
put: many to the blufh, who profefs a purer reli~: 
gion, bat form not. their: conduct by its heavenly 
dictates. | 


Ir we would be an happy people, we muft as a» 
people, ‘ bave the Lorp for our Gop.” Our pub=" | 
lic men muft have fo much_-religion-as-to believe’ 
that Gop is a witnefs to.all.their public conduct, 
and’ requires that it be conformable to the 
rules of righteoufnefs. When they, enter the 
court-chamber, they fhould recolleét that they 
are in the prefence of the Supreme Ruler. In 
all their debates, their votes and atts they fhould 
confider; not merely, what will ferve a turn, or 
pleafe their conftituents ; but what is right and 
jut; what will ftand the teft of reafon. and’ 
truth ; and what will Gop approve. It would 
not be amifs if every night the public aétions of 

det > 
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the day were reviewed with fuch felf-enquiries as 
thefe, “what have I done this day, to ferve the 
“ truevintereft of my country ? what motives and 
* confiderations have I been governed by, whether 
of intereft or policy? and how have-they corref 
“ ponded with the unchangeable rules of reafon, 
“truth and juftice ?” Thefe reflections may be 
equally ufeful to all executive and judicial officers, 
and to every man aéting in a public capacity. If 
all fuch men would form their conduct on fuch a 
pian, or if the people would chufe into office none 
‘but perfoas who appear to be governed “by fuch 
principles, we fhould be regarded by the fearcher 
of hearts as a people fearing the Lorn, and might 
‘on good grounds expect that our national virtues 
‘would be rewarded with national bleflings. 


T have now finifhed what I propofed'to fay from — 
‘the hints offered to us in the text ; and if Ihave 
notalready wearied your patience, would afk your 
attention a little longer, while I endeavor to lead 
you into fome reflections which may ferve to en- 
force the foregoing confiderations, as duties pecu- 
larly required of us at this day. 


_ Divine providence has not only given us 

a good land to live in, but has difappointed the at- 

‘tempts and expectations of enemies of various 

kinds, both in former and later times, to difpof.. 
fefs 


Me ect 


fel us of it, or fubjeet us to their dominion. A 
foreign g government was always inconvenient cand, 
‘as it was at laft managed, grew infupportable. Gop. 
“who has made every country. fufficient to govern 
itfele, {miled on our ftrug ggles for emancipation, 
“and conducted us through a long courfe of diffi- 
culties, toa ftate of freedom and peace. ~ And now 
that we have efcaped-and are at reft, it will be “of 
ule to us, like the feaman when he has braved the 
fury of the waves, and got fafe on fhore, to look | 
back on the dangers through which we ‘have pait- 
ed, and the narrow ‘efcapes which we have expe 
rienced, and fee by what means our deliverance 
has been a accomplifhed, with a grateful fenfe of 
the divine goodnefs, and a refolution to improve 
our ‘prefent advantages to the nobleft purpotes. : 


Ir is indeed aftonithing that fo enlightened a 

nation as Britain, which has produced ‘fo many 
ie and learned men, who were able, clearly t to. 
Fos refee. and predict, and fome of them publich y 

nd faithfully to warn. ‘the nation of the confe- 
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quences of engaging in a quatiel with sf tho 


ava 


rufh fo ioe tnaly and headitr ev: as e) one t 


II This enti ment is quoted froth the Reef of <A 
Pie i {pec ae delivered: by the Refenrat ed aaa of Leo 


tee } 
the appointment of heaven, recorded long fince 
in the volume of infpiration, that thofe ten king-. 


doms which were reprefented by the toes of. Ne-.. 


buchadnezzar’s image fhould he “ partly rong and 


ate 
eas 


partly broken” and that they fhould “not cleave ome” 
Zo another, ever as tron is not mixed with lay.” 
Britain is undoubtedly one of thofe kingdoms { — 


and thefe mutt be her national characteriftics as long 


asfhe continues a nation, If we derived {trong con-- 3 
folation from this prophecy in the height of the © 


war, we muft have proportionable fatisfaétion in 
feeing the conclufion of it verify the prediGtion, 
and an additional “evidence thereby “adduced 
to the truth of divine revelation. We mutt then 
believe that the feperation which has been made, 
was the refult of caufes, which were forefeen and 
foretold, by him to whom all his works are fully 
‘known from the beginning. All the wifdom of 
the wifeft, all the oratory of the moft eloquent, 
;, and 


Mr. Grover, when he appeared before the Houfe of Commons, 
March 1775; as agent for the Weft-India merchants, to fupport 
their petition againit the bill then pending to reftrain and ruin our 
fithery. The {peech lias not to my knowledge been reprinted in Ame- 
fica ; but it is worthy to be read by every American, being diéta- 
ted by a profound knowledge of human nature, and a large ac-~ 
quaintance with antient and modern hiftory. 
» See the parliamentary regifter, 1775, in which it is remarked 
hile this energetic {peech was delivering, Lord Norru, the 
Jinurus of the kingdom, was a-/ieep in his feat ! a fatal omen ! 


Feb. II, 42. 43. 


| , t See Mr. Mepe, Sir I. Newton and Bifhop Newron’s dif- 
courfes on this prophecy, and the correfponding one in Rev. SILL. 
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and all the ftrength of the moft powerful could 
not fruftrate the decree of heaven, that America 
« “nuit be feperated from Brittain. She pretended 
a right to this country, and afiumed to grant it 
tous; but our mght is fi fuperior to what hers ever 
was. We have purchafed it of its native lords, 
we have fubdued it, we have peopled it, we have 
defended. ; it, we have paid the price of it over 
-and over again, we have paid it not only in 
our fubitance and labour, but in blood, in the 
rich blood of our fathers, and brethren and chil- 
dren. Itis then moft afluredly ours, and he who 
hath given it to us requires us to preferve it, and 
govern it, and improve every one of thofe advanta- 
ges which he hath fo liberally given us in it and 
with it ; and he hath fo conneéted our duty and E 
our intereft in this, as well as every other ref- 


pect, that they are infeperable. * 


Ir in our ftate of infancy we have committed 
errors and blunders, this is no more than what — 
might naturally be expected of us, We were 
raw and unikilled in government, in finances and 
in war. We had to contend witha rich and for- 
raidable nation, and they who beft knew her power 
and wealth were moft fearful ‘of the ifue. We — 
had to feek refources, and invent means of raifing” 
fupplies, We were feveral months after the war 

began 
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began learning to fabricate materials for carrying 
it on ; and we were feveral years after that firiv- 
ing to create moacy- and enforce its credit ; 
regulate prices and command trade. All 7. 
time our enemies were expending their. money 
and ftores, teaching us how to fight, ahd pufh- 
ing themfelves into fuch difficulties that with pro- 
per exertions on our part, and by the help of our 
allies, they fell into our hands by whole armies at 
a time ; till wearied with their violent but inef- 
fe€tual attempts, and having run themfelves into 
a moft horrible depth ‘of debt and mifery, they 
were obliged to give up the point, and leave us 
to ourfelves, which, was all that we defired. 


We have now opportunity to review the whole 
{cene, to fee how much provideyece hath done for 
us, and how we have been fayed with an high hand. 
In confequence of this deliverance, we have had © 
the privilege, fearce ever granted to any people 
before, deliberately, and without fear or reftraint 
from any foreign caufes, to form and refolve upon 
a plan of government for ourfelves and our pof- 
terity ; and if it does not anfwer theend for which 
it was defigned, we have referved to ourfelves the 
liberty to revife and alter it at a future period. 
Are not our obligations to the divine goodnefs 
exceading great ? are we not “a people fi. ved of tke 

Lorn, 
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Lorn, who ts the Srield of our help and the fatord of 
our excellency 2?” and what is required of us in 
gratitude to our Supreme Ruler and™ bountiful 
benefadlor, but to govern ourfelves by the laws 
of juftice and truth, and to improve to our utmotft | 
he rich gifts of his paternal providence’ ae 7 


b As the divine counfels are opened to us by ; the 
“levenits of time, we have reafon to believe, that one 
great/end which Gop had in view; in the origi- 
nal difcovery of this American: continent, ‘and in 
baffling all the attempts which European princes 
‘have made, to fubjeét it to their dominion, and in 
giving us quiet poffeffion of j it. as qur: own land, 
was, that it might prove an affylum for the op- 
preffed and diftreffed in other parts of the world. 
‘Our fathers fled hither from. the perfecutions 
_ Which they endured in England ; and many thous 
{ands of oppreffed people in the Britifh dominions 
as well as Germany have fled for refuge to Ame 
rica already ; many more are daily coming, and 
the reputation of this conntry is daily rifing all 
ever Europe. Our mode of living, and the divi 
fion of property among us_ being different from 
that in the old countries, are circumftanice: very, 
inviting to foreigners. As in the fea; the great % 
fifh devour the Amaliler, fo in thofe’ countries, the 
landed interelt is in the hands of a few, and the 
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geft are vein on them : here ‘property is 
more equally divided, and the chance of acquiring 
it is much more in favor of the poor, if they be 
honeft and induftrious ; and intereft being a pre 
vailing principle with all men they, are naturally 
prompted to purfuc it in the moft likely and fhort- 
eft courfe. From thefe caufes we may expect a 
rapid population of this éxtenfive country; and 
when we confider the agency of divine providence 
in fucceeding our late attempt to feperate our- 
felves from foreign dependence, we mutt believe 
that Gop had therein not only a kind intention 
foward us, but toward mankind i in general, open- 
Inga place for them to flee to from the poverty, 
oppreffion and diftrefs, which are fo prevalent in 
other countries. “This may ferve in time to hum- 
ble the hatighty fpirit of fome of the. European 
princes and nobles, and induce them to tréat 
their fubjects and vaffals with more lenity, and fo 
be the means ot extenfive benefit to mankind; but 
whether i it thould have that effect on them or not, 
it will be our wifdom and intereft to let mankind 
know that here is a good country, in which they 
may find fubfiftence,and good government, where 
_ they may be fecure from oppreflion, and enjoy 
their liberty. 
Wire we are reaping the fruit of our ftrug- 


- gles and fufferings, while we are enjoying our 
5 houfes 
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thoufes, ficlds, families, and privileges civil _ 
and religious, can we forget the Gop to whofe 
gracious interpofition we owe thele bleffi ings ? 
had not he defeated the hoftile defigns formed 
againit us, we might by this time have been ami- 
ferably opprefled and enflaved people. Thofewho 
hated us would have been our rulers ; our lands 
would have been located to petty tyrants; our 
trade burdened with every kind of reftriction ; 
our taxes fevere, and without end; thofe whe 
complain of taxes now, would have had tenfold 
more caufe of complaint ; we muft have been 
held in the moft rigorcus fubje€tion; or have 
been driven back into the wildernefs to herd among 
the favages, defpifed and detefted even by them. 
Cur circumftances now are in fome refpeéts dif- 
cult ; but how much worfe they would have 
been, if the arms of Britain had prevailed, let the 


miferable inhabitants of India tell. 
Wa 


Iris one of the weakneffes of human nature, that 
we never enjoy ourfelves fo well as when we have 
fome kind of mifery before our eyes, or within 
our contemplation. He who has been fic 4 
fees another fick, has an higher relifh 
than he who never knew what ficknefs ras. — 
who is delivered from confinement, or fees others a 
endurig it, has a proportionably higher fenfe of ; 
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the value ag tert fo when we view our fel 
low-men in bondage, and feel ourfelves free ; or, 
when we find ourfe!ves delivered from the fear of 
flavery, and fecured in the pofftffion of liberty, 
We enjoy a greater fatisfattion and pleaiuve, then 
if we had never feen or known reftrairt. Let 


a fenfe of the value of thefe bleflings raife our ars 


dent gratitude to our divine Benefaétor, and let 
this gratitude be expreffed-in-the moft effectual 
manner, by making a right ufe of his gifts, and 


improving them to thofe purpoles for waich he: 


hath beftowed them u: pon us, 


My refpected audience will, I dowbt not, find 
fufficient reafon for the omiffion of perfonal ad- 
dreffes, and compliments on this occafion. Pu! 
lic praife when rightly beftowed, isa reward of 
fervices performed. The man of true merit will 
not feek the praife’ of his country but by earning 
it. He will be content to wait for his reward 
till his work isdone; and when he is confcious that 
he has done his beft, he will have a fatisfadtion in 


his mind, which though it may be increafed by 


the applaufe of his countrymen, yet cannot be di- 
minifhed by their neglect, nor even by their mif 
taken cenfures and difapprobation. To do real 
fervice to his country is the aim of the patriot; 


-applaufe is but an accidental thing, which he may’ 


either 


> 
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either get or this in the coda of his fervices, but 
which is n ot the principal ob; ect of his concern. 
Such men only are fit for public offices ; and it 
‘is our hope that thofe gentlemen who are now by 3 
the fuffrages of the people, or who may by the 
favor of their Reprefentatives be’advanced to 
feats of gover rnment, will prove themfelves aa 
of the truft repofed in them, by difcharging. if 
with fidelity. _ | ! 
Unper {uch a conttitution as we now y enjoy; 
where every man is an elector, and many perfons 
at once capable of being elected, it is our wifdom 
. and intereft to be well acquainted with each other; 
Thofe who are placed in a public light as candi- 
dates for honor and power, muft not think it 
ftrange if their characters fhould undergo a pub- 
lic {erutiny : it isa tribute which they muft pay 
to the conftitution, and if they ftand the teft, the 
laurel when obtained will fit more gracefully on 
their brow, But it becomes us to be exceedingly 
careful whom we elect. ‘Though i icmay 1 : be 
ftri@tly true that the conftitution ‘ which is beft 
‘adminiftred is bet ;” tyetitiscertain t 
conftitution which can be formed, may ye 
er be fo ba as not to ang 


‘the sight ute of the powers of government th hat Bi* 
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Wve cannot be too careful in our choieé of rulers 
nor too vigilant of the ufe which they make of 
the powers delegated to them. But the beft, of 
men may err ; and if the error be fudden and j n= 
voluntary, if it be not perfifted in, but as far as” 
poffible retracted, it ought furely to be forgiven, 


Government is a weighty tafk, and they who bear 
the burden on theirdhoulders have every claim to’ 
_ a fair and candid interpretation of their conduct. 


For aconclufion, let me remind this whole 
audience; that the beft forms of human’ govern~ _ 


ment are of themfelves infuficient to protect man- 


kind from infuilt and invafion, and to pre- 


ferve to them the invaluable bleffings of ‘peace, 
liberty and {afety” for ahy long duration. The 
lufts of men will produce wars and tumults, dif- 
affection and wfurpation, which will lead to revo- 
lutions and conquetts. Why is all this mifery per- 
mittedin a world thatis governed byinfinite wifdom 
and goodnefs ?Isit not to fhew us that weare not to 
is as our final ftate; and to induce us to 


period, when the prince of peace fhall fubdue all 
things to himfelf ? Every fpecies of human govern~ 
4 ‘Ment contains the feeds of diffolution, which will 
fome time or other work its ruin ; but the king- 


dom of Sefus Hi bane founded in eternal righ4 
tcoufnels 


~ e 


rd with joyful expectation to tltat grand | 
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“Cousieks ‘Seber by a. ower, 
ducted by infinite wifdom and: benevolence, 
anfwer the end of government, and there 


. “they are Tale to “be beer ed? tok’ poh aoa 


i which i it was erected. 


. Ae . 
° ae Rhaniy then are ths who haves in 
hearts fubmitted to this glorious ‘King; and 1a 
formed themfelves on the wife and peaceful 1 

ims of his government ; ; and how nul ‘a 


will mankind be, when this kingdom which now 
ike “4 fone cut out without, hands” ig <5 Smniting the 


image on its feet” fall « become a. great mounté 
fill the whole earth.” ‘Agthe profpect « of t tk 
trious ie let us Bie the fone 
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‘re in heaven and earth. Beefing ‘ONG 
glory and power be to him that fitteth on 
and to the Lamb forever and ever? A Me 
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Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. SOLOMON, 


Not he that commendeth himself is approved ; but whom the Lord 
commendeth,— ST. PAUL. 
And he spake this parable unto certain, who trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous, and despised others.— 
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howh, that the detiomianda called 

ed for themselves the honor of being 

of Christ, to the exclusion of all others ; 


Tb Eatieeeh: and. selfish motives, that all isin 
e e light of the gospel do not embrace their dis- 


| im, he has doubtless a right to exhibit es 
m Vindication, and for the a ie 5 others. 


cee mt 


self of this r 


ht ; and he hopes that what he has 
both to Baptists and Pedobptiane 


that} is the name by oy N 
- ‘distinguish themselve: 
universally known. 


= 


me ss . 


LETTER L 


REY. SIR, be 

In the discourse I lately had with you, some things 

were suggested, which have led me to serious ‘ing ‘ 
Tcannot doubt that some persons have viewed 
* inclined to the Baptist sentiments, excepting 
ment of close communion, Such apprehension sj 
ably arose from the following 5 things 5 ; 
which I have discovered in receiv ing E 
church of which I have had the care 
freedom with which I have conversed 
tists as I esteemed real Christians ; my 
_ some preachers of that denomination ; ; an y attempts 
to open the way for free communion/ beeen Baptists 
and Pedobaptists. » hii BE ro) 

Nor can [ say that I never | doubts in my 
mind as to the truth of the } cory. In my 
younger years, I had som ggle in my mind. This 
I think was occasioned, in a great degree, by the over- 

th which the Baptist preachers ° 

rmed_ their a But in riper 
eo convinced that great confidence in 
opin on is no evidence of the rectitude of ° 

nor of the goodness nor prudence of him 
se of this act to gain proselytes. 
e in my mind, however, had probably a 
; effect, in softening my feelings towards the 
sts ; and in leading me to judge favorably of some 
raced their sentiments, | . 
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But, dear Sir, I think you were he first person who 
ever intimated to me a reason why I did not go over 
to the Baptist ground ; at least the first, who suggested 

the same reason, viz. “ i I feared to appear in te: 
position to GREAT NAMES.” 

This suggestion I think bccn of some use to me ; 
but on the most careful examination I-cannot find that 
what you suggested is the reason, nor any reason why 
I have not become a Baptist. 

But I am free, Sir, to confess to you, that there are 
things which I do fear when I contemplate the idea of » 
embracing the Baptist theory and practice, according to 
the revelation of the present day. And, wish- 
ing that my freedom may give you no offence, I shall 
take the liberty to state to you, in some following let- 
ters, the grounds of my fears. It is indeed a delicate 
task which I have proposed for myself; and it requires, 
perhaps, more candor, wisdom, and prudence, than I 
possess, to execute it in a suitable manner. But I hope,’ 
Sir, that I shall not, in any instance, lose sight of my 
accountability to him who searcheth the heart.—Ac- 
cording to my views of duty, I shall use plainness of 
speech ; but I mean to avoid railing accusation. Some 
things which I view as of a reprehensible nature, that 
have appeared in many of your denomination, I shall 
have occasion to notice ; but I hope to notice them in 
such a manner that I shall have no occasion to tremble 
at the thought of meeting a Baptist at the bar of God, 
And I hope, Sir, that you will read with a disposition 
to disapprove of evil, whether it be found in yourself, 
or in any of the brethren of your denomination. 


Your’s, 5G 
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REV. SER, 
ACCORDING to promise I proceed 
1. I fear to take ground on which I mus 
serious questions, arguments and objectio ns 
cannot answer otherwise than by disgusting 
cants or jeers, or insulting exclamations, 
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Serious questions, % ments and objections, I fore- 
see that I must meet, if I become a Baptist. With 
respect to many of which, I can foresee no way to 
answer or obviate them by fair reasoning. And from 
the free use which is made of quibbles, jeers and ex- 
clamations, by some writers and speakers on your side 
of the question, I suspect that they discover, in many 
instances, no rational mode of defence. I think that no 
man of sense, and due consideration, would make use 
ofthe weapons I have named, in such a serious cause, 
but from dire necessity. To think of being reduced to 
such necessity, fills my mind with dread, “I therefore 
fear to become a Baptist. ‘ Ba 

I will not, Sir, pretend that there are no instances in 
which Pedobaptist writers and speakers have been guil- 
ty of using such weapons as those to which I have ob- 
jected ; but this, Sir, I think I ought to say, that the 
usé of such things is beneath the dignity of a Christian 
Minister, inconsistent with the spirit of the gospel, and 
disgusting to persons of a humble and judicious mind, 

. Your’s, &c, © 
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REV. SIR, 
ONE ground of fear has already been stated ; I will 


now observe, 

2. That I fear to take ground on which I must make 
use of dogmatical assertion instead of argument, or urge 
arguments which I know are fallacious and inconclusive. 

I am sensible that with many people confident asser- 
tions have more weight than conclusive arguments ; and 
this circumstance appears to be perfectly understood, and 
greatly relied on, by too many Baptist writers and 
speakers. But Ihave, Sir, either a natural or habitual 
aversion to such a method of proving a point. And to 
make use of arguments which I know are fallacious and 
inconclusive, seems to me to border hard on dishonesty. 


"soare should become a Baptist, I know not of but two 


urces of argument, of which I could make use, to dis- 
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prove the propriety of infan | bay 
science tells.me, that argument 
sources must be fallacious. and 
What is called the want of explicit warrant, is 
the grounds I must take. | explicit warrant is. 
a plain or express precept, n unquestionable exam 
But how could I honestly -ason from this: ground agai 
infant baptism, while I know that a point may be as 
clearly and fully proved by fuir deductions and inferences, 
from Scripture eise* as by what is called egelt 
sel ale ape 
fi deny idfant baptism for the want a ex- 
fire warrant, I must also, to be consistent with myself, 
. ight of female communion at the Lord’s ta A 
ange of the Sabbath from the seventh to: irst 
day of the week; the propriety of aici! : 
Lord’s supper in a public manner before the world ; the 
priety of audible and public prayer, before and at 
sermon, or before and after baptism. I must also 
ie right of any ordinary Pastor or Elder of a Bas 
church to administer the ordinance of baptism; and the 
2 ae of continuing water baptism in the church since 
e days of th BpaPosties aie I must et vis 


FE emale c communion, and ih change of Sabbath, ae 
often, and justly been urged as stapding on the same 
ground, as to the mode of proof, with infant baptism.— 
‘Now, Sir, I will seriousl ask you, whether al] the other 
things, which have been e umerated, ons not also, 
the mode of proof, stand on W 
will you find express precept < 
for administering the Lord’s : sil 
or for the practice of public and a 
after sermon, or before and es 


explicit warrant for a Pastor wh pal 
minister the ordinance of baptism ? n 
explicit warrant for the continuance of 

the church?) The whole support of wal 
church, ‘at the present day, results prec 
same mode of Speminor which bei: 
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erences from sal ‘ipture premises, 
and the testimonies contained in ecclesiastical history. 
_ Wecome now to the last particular. Permit me, Sir, 
‘seriously to request of you © produce explicit warrant, 
from the Scriptures, for your officiating as a gospel 
Dinister. Is your name itly written, or your. 
character unquestionably dese .in the Bible as an 
authorized Minister of Christ ? have you even 
fully and unquestionably the qualificati ions which are ex- 
plicitly required of a Bishop, Elder or Pa or? 
Suppose a man should doubt the propri ty of hearing 
you preach, and should demand of you a Thu $ saith the 
Lord, authorizing you to preach the gospel ; what 
method would you adopt to satisfy his mind? te Je 
consistent with yourself, in denying infant baptism, 
would you not be obliged to acknowledzatharfou, have 
no warrant to preach the gospel ? P %. 
Now, Sir, is it not extraordinary that Ministers « of 
your denomination should so confidently deny, q 
aid even ridicule infant baptism, while every thing you 
do as Baptist Ministers is wholly unauthorized bi any 
such warrant as } you demand in suppor of infant b 


your own practice, in respect to positive © institutions, 
by any other mode of reasoning than that wh 
ridicule, when adopted in favor of baptizing the infant 
seed of believers? Is it not, Sir, stil dee estiaard- 
mary that, while the whole of y our cwn'practice rests on 
this mode of reasoning, you d feel yourselves au- 
thorized to connect with 1¢ whole Pedo- « 
baptist church in all ages ?- ie! ; 


BA t “8 ‘Your's &e. 
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| iibationed the first source of argument 
baptism ; and endeavored to show its 
‘inconclusiveness. For a second source of 

I should have to bring into view several pas- 
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sages of Scripture, from which it appears that delievers 
were baptized, and that, of adults, a profession of futth 
was required as a prerequisite to baptism: And from 
such premises J should have to infer that infants were 
not baptized. But must I not act a dishonest part to 
draw such a conclusion when my conscience assures me 
that no such thing is implied in the premises? To 
argue simply from such passages of Scripture, I might 
as well infer that, in the Apostles days, believers had no 
children, as to infer that their children were not baptized. 
For neither the one nor the other is implied in the 
premises. 

I will now state a case which may illustrate the fal- 
lacy of both the arguments against infant baptism. Sup- 
pose I had imbibed a prejudice against the practice of 
having little children attend public worship. I adyance 
the sentiment that no children under twelve years of age 

should appear in the house of God, excepting when 
brought in infancy to be presented to the Lord.* 

In support of my opinion I deny that there is any Thus 
saith the Lord or explicit warrant for the practice in the 
gospel state of the church. That there is no express 
precept nor unquestionable example. And, hence, the 
practice must be unlawful under the gospel dispensation. 

For further proof I introduce the second source of 
argument ; and exhibit those passages of Scripture 
which plainly show that adult persons were required to 
attend, and the examples of their attendance : And 
hence infer that children did not attend in the Apostles 
days ;~-that it was not the design of Christ that they 
should attend, and that the practice of their attendance 
in the present age is supported only by tradition, and is 


* When Jefus was twelve years old, he went with his parents to 
Jerufalem, to attend the paffover, after the custom of the feast. Thefe 
words, after the custom of the feast, have probably reference to the 
age at which children firlt accompanied their parents to the feat of 
the paffover. This may appear by reading two verfes i in connexion : 


«« Now his parents went to Jerufalem every year at the fealt of the 
palfover. 

‘« And when he was rwelve years old, they went up 
after the custom of the feast.” Pe 

Upon the laft verfe, Mr. Pool’s Continuators m 
tion— It is faid by thofe learned in the Jewith writings, that ’till 
a child was of that age, he was not obliged by the law to go”—that 
is, to the paflover, vhs 


-obferva- 


WW 


LETTER IV. 9 


unauthorized, unlawful and wicked. Would not many 
children under twelve years of age be able to see the 
weakness and fallacy of such reasoning? How, then, 
does it come to pass that men of the first abilities among 
the Baptists, will urge such arguments as conclusive 
against infant baptism ?> , 

Should I become a Baptist, while I should have noth- 
ing to urge against infant baptism but such weaé and in- 
conclusive arguments, in opposition to these I should 
have to meet a connected chain of conclusive reasonings, 
which I foresee no possible way to break or to invali- 
date. 

From the sacred Scriptures it would be clearly prov- 
ed, that in the gracious covenant which God made with 
Abraham, and under which the church was formed in 
his family, and by which he was constituted the father 
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—— 


¢ You will be pleafed, Sir, to obferve, that public worship, as re- 
ally as baptism, is a divine and positive institution ; and the danger of 
deviating from the divine warrant, is as great in the former cafe as 
in the /aster. And now, Sir, I wifb to addrefs fome ferious quefiions, 
not to ol ecg of the multitude, but to your own conscience. On 
the fuppofition that a perfon had adopted this fentiment, that we 
dave no warraat from Scripture for a child to attend publie worship be- 
tween ONE and wwexLye years of ages might he not adopt the whole 
courle of your reasoning, declamation, and ridicule, againit infant bap- 
tifm, and apply it in fupport of his new theory? The two arguments 
have already been confidered. Might he not, alfo, urge the example 
of the bleffed Jefus, and dwell upon this topic ina very moving man- 

r? Might he not go into the fame courfe of vehement, frightful 
and censortous declamation, which you adopt; and with egual pro- 
priety apply your favorite texts to frighten parents from the pradice 
of taking rheir children with them to the houfe of public worthip? 
Such as the following—-** Teaching them to oBs¥ave ALL THINGS 
WHATSOEVER | HAVE COMMANDED you’’—‘* What thing foever L 
command you, obferve to doit: thou thalr not anv thereto, nor pi- 
mtnisn from it”—*! To obey is better than facrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams”—‘ If ye love me, keep my commandments”’—— 
«In vain do ye worfhip me, teaching for dofirines the command- 
ments of men”’—:* Who hath required this at your hands ?”--— With 
as much prised Sir, as you apply the laft words, might not fuch 
a teacher adopt the whole verfe, with alittle comment? “ When 
ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hands 
to tread my courts,” with your ungualified children by your fide ?-—— 
And if the practice of redieuling infant baptiim were not too abomin- 
sable to be deferibed, I might ath why the fame might not be applied 


_ im the cafe before vs, by atking ux » hy we do not take our * fambs 


and calves and young cattle” 10 the hovie of God, as proper subjects of 
the ance of public worfhip ? 
‘ 
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of all that believe, the all-sufficient God engaged. to be 
a God to him and to his seed ; 

That as a “ seal of the righteousness of faith,” and a 
“ token of the covenant,” circumcision was instituted : 

That as the promise was to him and his seed, so both 
he and his seed were commanded to be circumcised : 

That the blessing of Abraham has come on the Gen- 
tiles—that believing Gentiles are heirs of the promise, 
even as Jsaac was—that the covenant of the gospel 
church is the same that was made with Abraham, and 
the promise tobelievers the same, J will be a Godto thee 
and to thy seed after thee—That baptism signifies the 
same thing which circumcision did, viz. the renovation 
of the heart, and is the substituted token of the same 
covenant. Accordingly, as Abraham and his house- 
hold were circumcised, so the Apostles baptized bee 
lievers and their households. 

In support of these ideas, the history of the church 
would afford evidence that infant baptism was handed 

iA down from the Apostles, and that it has been generally 

and uninterruptedly practised in the church, sm the 
days of the Apostles to the present time. From such 
premises, rational conclusions may be drawn in fayor of 
infant baptism, as practised at the present day. I know, 
however, that such conclusions may be denied, and even 
ridiculed ; but, in my opinion, they never can be, refuted. 

With respect to the three households which were bap- 
tized by the Apostles, I am willing to admit that there 
is no positive evidence that in either ef them there were 
little children. By persons of your denomination, this 
want of positive evidence that there were children in 
those households, seems to be considered, and treated, 
as amounting to positive evidence that there were not. 
‘But it ought to be understood, that there is no positive 
‘evidence that there were childweng in those households, 
nor that there were not. It is but supposition on the one 
side, and on the other. We may then E undidly i inquire 
which is the most probable supposition? According to 
what we know of households, it will not, : hir , be 
thought extravagant, for a general and comparative esti- 
mate, to say, that there are three households which have 
in-them little children, to one. that has none Af there- | 
fore one household only had been mentioned, the pei 
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position that there were little children in that household, 
would be threefold more probable than the supposition 
that there were not. But as three households are men- 
tioned, and as three times three are nine, the probability 
is as nine to one, that, in one or other of those house- 
holds, there were little children. 

It may be proper to add, that whether there were or 
were not little children in those households, it is clear to. 
my mind, from the representations in Scripture, that a 
household was baptized upon the faith of one person. / 

Your’s, &c. 
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REV. SIR, 


SOME may suppose, that I have already said more 
than was needful to shew the fallacy of your arguments 
against infant baptism ; yet I have a desire to exhibit an 
examination of these arguments in another point of view. 

You object to our practice of infant baptism, on this 
ground, That we have no explicit warrant. Whether 
your objection be proper, or not, depends entirely on the 
correctness or incorrectness of this principle, viz. That 
in respect to positive institutions, explicit warrant is ne- 
cessary to justify our practice. 

Now, Sir, let it be observed, that with respect to 
baptism, we voluntarily adopt one mode of practice, and * 
you adoptanother. In our mode of practice, we baptize ’ 
the believer and his infant seed ; in your mode of practice, 
you baptize the believer and exclude his infant seed. Each 
of the A erent modes of practice relates to a positive in- 
stitution, Why, then, is not explicit warrant as neces- 
sary to justify your practice as ours? And have you, 
Sir, any explicit warrant for that part of your practice 
which EXCLUDES THE INFANT sEED? Does the dare 
want of explicit warrant for our practice amount to a 
Thus saith the Lord for yours? Or have you a whit of 

_ support for this part of your own practice but that of in- 
ferential proof ? 
‘ 
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Moreover, if explicit warrant be necessary to gustify 
what we do respecting positive institutions, I think it 
should be considered as necessary to justify what we say. 
Will you then, Sir, be so kind as to produce your Thus 
saith the Lord for saying that explicit warrant ts neces- 
sary to justify all we do respecting positive institutions. 
Either Iam under a mistake, or you have assumed, and 
taken for granted,the principle on which the whole weight 
of your argument rests. First prove that explicit war- 

rant is necessary, and I will then yield to the force of 

your argument. But this, it may be presumed, you can- 
not do from the Bible, either by explicit testimony or 
fair deduction. 


Something farther may yet be remarked, which, in my 
view, amounts to a great Inconsistency on your part.— 
For the support of infant baptism we depend on zmplicit 
warrant and inferential proof. ‘This you reject, and de- 
mand a Thus sath the Lord, or explicit warrant. Yet, 
on your own part, you depend on precisely the same mode 
of reasoning as that to which you object. 

In your second argument it is obvious, at first view, 
that you depend on the same mode of reasoning which we 
adopt. You state your premises from Scripture, and 
then draw your in fer ence or conclusion. It is very true, 
that your conclusion is not implied jn your premises ; but 
still it is evident, that you depend on the same waode of 
reasoning which is adopted by us. 


With regard to your first argument, it may not be so 
obvious to all, at first view, that in this you depend on 
inferential proof. I willtherefore take the liberty to re- 
duce the argument to alogical form. And if I mistake 
not, it will stand thus—-Explicit warrant is necessary to 
justify the practice of infant baptism: but have no 
explicit warrant for baptizing infants ; therefore the prac- 
tice of infant baptism cannot be justified. 


What is this, Sir, but attempting to support your the- 
ory by inferential proof? And have you, ob 


an exclusive right to this kind of Dy that you deny it 
to Pedobaptists ? 15% kas 


I will now attempt clearly to. state my en the 
difference between your reasoning and ours on the sub- 
ject of infant baptism. 


Me *. 
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On our part we state Scriptural premises, and our 
conclusions xaturally result from our premises. 

On your part, in your second argument you have fair 
Scriptural premises ; but still there is this defect, your 
conclusion is not implied in your premises. In your second 
argument, your conclusion fairly results from your prem- 
ises, but there is this infelicity attending the argument, 
your premises are not to be found in the Bible. 

Is it not, Sir, very remarkable, that while you would 
deny us the privilege of supporting infant baptisin by 7» 
ferential proof from Scripture premises, you should take 
the liberty to assume a princip!e for one of your prentises 
which has no foundation in the Scriptures, and by the 
help of this assumed principle draw a conclusion against 
infant baptism ? 

Ii, in the last paragraph, my meaning be not obvious, 
I will endeavor to make it so by requesting of vou Scrip- 
tural ground for this principle, viz. Explicit warrant is 
necessary to justify the practicegpt infant baptism. — Let 
this principle be fairly supported from Scripture, and the 
controversy on my part will cease forever. 

. Such, Sir, being my views of the arguments against 
and in favor of infant baptism, can you wonder that I 
cae to change my ground? 

Your’s, &c. 


LETTER VI. 
REV. SIR, ; 


¢ ° 

MY fear to take ground on which I must make use of 
fallacious and inconclusive arguments, operates against 
my becoming even an open communion Baptist. But 
when I contempiate the idea of becoming a close com- 
munion Baptist, my fears are greatly multiplied.. Hence 
I may observe, . 

‘3. That I fear to take ground on which I must set at 
nought, as heretical, unauthorized, and sacrilegious pro- 
ceedings, my own solemn ordination, and all my ad- 
mninistrations of divine ordinances. And much more, 
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if possible, do I fear to do the same by the ordinations 
and administrations of all the pious Pedobaptist Minis- 
ters inall ages. But all this I foresee I must do, if I 
should become a Baptist of the popular class. For what 
less than this could be implied in my re-ordination, and 
in my withdrawing from the fellowship of Pedobaptist 
churches? 

4. I fear to take ground on which I must say and do 
things which will imply the idea that for many centuries 
Christ had no church in this world; or, in other words, 
that the adorable BRIDEGROOM was for many centuries 
without a drice on earth ; unless I should admit the hor- 
rid supposition that, duri ing that period, he accepted of 
an Antichristian bride, 

According to Mr. Merril, ‘“ not so much as a single 
branch of the church, in any place or age of the world, 
hath ever adhered to infant baptism ;” and “ infant bap- 
tism is peculiar to Antichrist.” 

And according to D& Gill, from the eleventh century 
back to the fourth he was “ not able to find one imstance 
of an opposer of infant baptism.” 

It is clear, from Dr. Gill’s testimony, that, though a 
Baptist himself, he could find no evidence of a Baptist 
church during the space of seven hundred years, And 
if Mr. Merril’s testimony is worthy of credit, no other 
than a Baptist or Anti- -Pedobaptist church is a church of 
Christ. According to him, the whole Pedobaptist church 
is “ Antichrist.” . What then, Sir, is the conclusion 
which results from the testimony of your two brethren? 
Is it not plainly this, that so learned a man as Dr. Gill 
could find no evidence that Christ had a church on earth 
during a period of seven hundred years ? , 

Many other witnesses might be produced, as guditle 
‘as Dr. Gill, to extend the period of the non-existence of 
a church on earth to a much greater jength of time, on 
the supposition that Mr. Merril’s testimony, which has 
been quoted, is to be received for truth. \f rads 

I am willing, Sir, to admit, that the ground Mr. Mer- 
ril has taken in calling the Pedobaptists “ Antichrist,” 
is perfectly consistent with the practice of close r 
nion. But I fear, Sir, to take that. ground; “and is a 
future letter I shall tell you why. ep Sie ” 

-Your’s, &c. 


er 
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REY. SIR, 


ACCORDING to promise I must say, ‘ 

5. I solemnly fear to become a publie reviler of God’s 
gracious covenant, his church and people. 

That gracious covenant which God made with Abra- 
ham, by which he was constituted the Father of all them 
that believe, does, in my view, contain all the provision 
which God has ever revealed for the salvation either of 
Jews or Gentiles. And for me to talk or to write re- 
specting that covenant, as some of your denomination 
have done, would border hard on blasphemy. 

To speak in the degrading manner which some have 
done, of the ancient church and Zion of God, would in 
me be abominable slander. And to denominate the 
whole Pedobaptist church from the days of the Apostles 
to the present time, by the name of “ Antichrist,” implies 
such a degree of revi/ing, as in my view is perfectly in- 
consistent with the Christian character. 

No two characters or objects in the universe are more 
perfectly opposed to each other, than the character of 
Christ and the character of Antichrist. Light and dark- 
ness, heaven and hell, the character of Fehovah and the 
character of Belzebub, are no more opposed to each oth- 
er than the characters of Christ and Antichrist. There- 
fore, for me, indiscriminately, to charge the holy Mar- 
tyrs, the pious Christians, and godly Ministers of the 
Pedobaptist churches in all ages, as being the members 
and Ministers of “* Antichrist,” would imply a degree 
of reviling which, perhaps, has never been surpassed 
even by infidels. 

An inspired Apostle has classed revilers with the 
most vicious characters, and has assured us, that they 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. May I not then, 
Sir, justly fear to become of ¢his class among the Bap- 
tists ? 

I have, Sir, indeed, been an advocate for open com- 
munion with your denomination. But I must now free- 
ly and solemnly profess to you, that I have no wish in 
my heart for open communion with any man or class of 
men, who will, in such a manner, revi/e the church and 
people of God. AndI believe it to be a solemn duty, 

; . 
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incumbent on all Pedobaptist Ministers and churches, 
to show their disapprobation of such conduct, by dis- 
continuing all tokens of Christian fellowship with such 
as are Anown to revile in such a manner ; until they shall 
exhibit evidence of repentance. 
I wish to be understood that I do not recommend this 
discontinuance of fellowship respecting all who are 
Baptists. Many of the Baptists, I have no doubt, do, 
in heart, abhor such reviling, and grieve to see that it 
is practised by any of their professed brethren. But 
with regard to those who must be supposed to snow the 
meaning of the word “ Antichrist,” and who, for party 
purposes, and as a term of reproach, apply it indiscrimi- 
nately to all Pedobaptists, I believe it to be our duty to 
withdraw from them the hand of fellowship, both as 
Ministers, and as Christians. For this mode of proceed- 
ing, I think we have unequivocal and unquestionable 
warrant. 1 Cor. v.11. But now I have written unto 
you not to keep company, if any man who is called a 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
RAILER, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with such an 
one, no not to eat. ‘ : 
You, Sir, or your brethren will, perhaps, plead, that _ 
what I have denominated reviling, is a correct and sys- 
tematic proceeding, perfectly consistent with your close 
communion sentiment and practice. I am willing, Sir, 
to admit, that your calling us “ Antichrist” is consis- 
tent with your principle and practice of close commun- 
ion ; and the most consistent ground which I have ever 
seen exhibited, on which to support the close communion 
practice. But this I cannot admit as an excuse for the 
practice of reviling. To this course’ of reviling the 
great body of the friends of God, I conceive you are re- 
duced by your wish 19 support your close communion 
‘practice. But the conclusion which naturally results 
“from this view of the matter is, that your close.com- 
munion system is a system which cannot be carried in- 
to effect, in its full extent, without the most flagrant 
violation of the principles of moral rectitude. 
If I adopt principles which will justify thef , drunken- 
ness, or murder, or which will naturally le e 
practice of such wickedness, am Ito be excused from 
blame on this ground, that my conduct is consistent with 
\ 
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the principles I have adopted? No, Sir. If my prin- 
ciples are such as will justify wickedness, or naturally 
lead to the practice of wickedness, they are such as 
ought to be reprobated and renounced. . 

Charity compels me, however, to grant, that probably 
many of the Baptist brethren have been led to adopt the 
practice of calling us “ Antichrist,” by the example of 
some popular leaders, while they know not the meaning 
of the term ; and have never considered that Antichrist 
is a character at war with Christ. For such persons I 
am willing to admit an apology. But what excuse can 
be made for those popular leaders, who profess to be 
learned, not only in our own language, but also in the 
language in which the New Testament: was originally 
written? 

You will, perhaps, farther plead, that the very persons 
who call us “Antichrist” do also call us Christians. Ve- 
ry true; and what is the inference, but this, that it is for 
party purposes, and for reproach, that they call us “ An- 
techrist ? 

But, dear Sir, does not your admired Mr. Merril, in 
addition to what I haye quoted, expressly assert, that 
“Anti-Pedobaptists have always demied that the Pedo- 
baptist church is the true gospel church, and have ever 
considered pedobaptism as a badge of Antichrist, if not 
her essential characteristic ?” 

On the first view of these assertions, I had some doubts 
respecting their correctness. I was not pertectly satis- 
fied that you had always carried the matter to sucha 
length as to deny our being the ‘“ true gospel church,” 
and had ever considered us as wearing the “ badge of 
Antichrist,” or as being an Antichristian church. And 
even now, I am sensible that many things have been said 
and done by your denomination which are inconsistent 
with Mr. Merril’s assertions. Yet when I refiect on the 
general tenor of the conduct of your teachers towards us, 
the manner in which they have attempted to degrade and 
pi ps’ our settled Ministers, to break up our churches 
and societies, the little regard they have shown to our 
feelings and to our solemn covenants, together with their 
close communion practice, I am ready to believe that Mr. 

erril will be able to support his assertion, that you 
“have,always denied that the Pedobaptist church is the 
true Gospel church.” c 
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But, Sir, I taust profess to you, that I am astonished 
at the degree of arragancy and censoriousness implied in 
the ground you have taken, in calling us “ Antichrist,” 
and claiming to yourselves the honor of being exclusively 
the church of Christ. This censure falls, not only on 
Congregationalists, but on Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
and a variety of other denominations. 

Now, Sir, suppose that this land should at once be 
emptied of all the Ministers and professors of religion 
who are by you considered as belonging to “Antichrist,” 
how small a portion of piety, religion, and real worth, 
would be left in the land? Is it not to be feared, that 
scarcely enough would be found remaining to save the 
land from the fate of devoted Jerusalem, in a prospect 
of which the Redeemer wept! ag 

Besides, Sir, how empty would be your book-cases of 
valuable writings on divinity, if all were consumed which 
have been written by those Ministers whom you denounce 
as the adherents of “ Antichrist ?” You have, indeed, a 
few writers who would be an honor to any denomination 
of Christians ; and we esteem them highly for what they 
have written. But how very little, Sir, has been produced 
by your denomination in this country, excepting on your 
favorite subjects, baptism and close communion? Are 
not the writings of one individual of the Pedobaptists, 
the first Prestpent Epwarps, of tenfold more worth 
than all the writings of your denomination, in this coun- 
try, trom its first settlement to the present day? Yet, 
this godly man, with myriads of others, must, by you, be 
traduced as the adherents of Axtichrist, the grand enemy 
of Christ. 

Consider, Sir, what a cloud of distinguished witnesses 
Christ has had in the Pedobaptist church. How many 
thousands, who have laid down their lives for his sake. 
How many he has employed as champions for the truths 
of his religion, and as burning and shining lights in the 
world. And, ih a comparative view, consiet ho spar- 
honors on your denomination. 


RPA. RA: 
Is it, Sir, to be believed, that Christ has, for many cen- 
turies, uniformly, and almost unzvers ts 

the adherents of “Antichrist” as his chief nstr, 


the illustration and defence of the great doctrines 


i 


of his 
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Gospel? Butsuch, Sir, is the case, if your pretensions 
are well founded. Can you deny that a hundred fold 
more has been done by the Pedobaptist church, for the 
illustration of truth and the defence of the Gospel, than 
has ever béen done by your denomination? And do you 
wish it to be understood, that the adherents of Antichrist 
have done more for Christ than has been done by his ex- 
clusive friends ? Is it, Sir, for the honor of Curist to 
have it believed, that he has been s0 in /ove with “Anti- 
christ,” as to bestow the greatest share of his distinguish- 
ing favors on her adherents and supporters, to the neglect 
of his “‘ True Gospri cnurcH!?” Gop rorpip! 

It would, I think, have required no extraordinary share 
of prudence and modesty, in your writers, to have waved 
these high pretensions, in hope of a period,in which,what 
you shall have done for Christ would bear a better com~- 
parison with what has been done by those who are de- 
nounced as the adherents of “Antichrist.” And does it 
not behove you, Sir, solemnly te inquire, in the light of 
Scripture, whether our adherence to infant baptism agrees 
better with the character and spirit of “Antichrist,” than 
your ARROGANT and cENsORIOUS pretensions ? 

Unless I shall be made to believe, that, in God’s ac- 
count, arrogancy stands for humility, and censoriousness 
for christian candor and brotherly love, I shall ever fear 
te become an advocate for your exclusive claims. 

Your’s, &e. 


pe 


LETTER VIII. 
REV. SiR, 


I HAVE still farther yeasons to give why I cannot 
be a Baptist—Therefore, ' 

6. I fear to take ground on which the course of my 
conduct must be involved in se/f~contradiction, 

Should I become a Baptist, if I am a Christian, it is 
reasonable to expect, that, at some seasons, the feelings 
of piety, humility, brotherly love, and Christian tender- 
ness, would predominate. At such seasons, I should be 
constrained to feel and converse respecting many of the 
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Pedobaptists, as though they were nay rege brethren in the 
Lord. I should have to call them hristians, and the 
friends of God. 1 should wish to associate wit them as. 
such ; and should wish to exchange with pious Ministers. 
of the Pedobaptist denomination, and to hear tl m preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. But when party. qg- 
fection and party zeal should become predominant, | and. 
I should have occasion to vindicate my conduct as a close 
communionist, then I should change the tone of my con- 
versation, accuse them of being wel/ully blind 1 respec ng. 
the order of Christ’s house, and the ordinances of his 
kingdom. By giving liberty to my tongue, my zeal site 
be increased and inflamed, ‘till the whole Pedobapt tist 
church would be considered as belonging to “ Antichrist”. 
—Thus those, who in one hour would be one re as. 
the children 7 God, in another would be treate , 
children of the weer and all this without an eee Wire 
any one but myself. This gloomy prospect, Sir, has. re-. 
sulted’ froin reading and observation. I therefore fear 
to be a Baptist. 

7. -Efear to adopt a theory by which I should be led 
to employ my time dnd talents for the purpose of diyid- 
ing, or breaking up, peaceable societies and. churches ; ; 
and to use my influence in prejudicing the minds of Pets 
ple against godly Ministers. 

I yery well know, that your denomination u hifertake 
to support, from the Scriptures, the “propriety of their 
conduct in‘causing divisions, Nor am I wholly unac- 
quainted with their mode of reasoning for this Nase cole : 
but I am afraid to adopt it. — 

“Christ, in foretelling his disciples what would be the 
consequence of his coming, by reason of the wickedness, 
of the human heart, made use of these words, “‘ Suppose 
ye that I am come to give peace on earth? 1 tell. you 
nay, but rather divisions.” And how often do we hear 
persons ‘of your denomination quoting this text in vindit. ; 
cation of their conduct, as though Christ had required i it.4 
ofshent4s'tinke divietins in churches and 806i a 
.But why, Sir, do'you not quoté the parallel t text in Mat-— 
pics to pete that it is lawful for you to a opagate 
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same.as the meaning of the other. And why may not 
the Jatter text be urged in support of the method which 
Mahomet took to propagate his sentiments, with as much 
propriety as your brethren quote the former in eappor’ of 
cheir practice in causing divisions ?. ; 
I will take the liberty, Sir, to suggest for your serious 
consideration, another text of somewhat similar import 
~ with those which have been mentioned. — Matt. xviii. 7 
** Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences come; but. wor ro THAT waw 
by whom the offence cometh !” + 5 wlererce: 
«Though some of your denomination mannii to yusthfy 
their conduct in causing divisions, by the passage quoted 
rom Luke ;, yet as soon as we urge that it is owr duty to 
Mark those who.cause divisions and offencesy-and to'avrid 
them ; immediately they deny that they are the ones wha 
cause division ; and affirm, that it is the Pedobaptists 
who cause the divisions, by having departed from: gospek 
order. In one instance, therefore, you own that yourdo 
male, the divisions, and attempt to justify your conduct 5 
¢ other, } you deny your making divisions, and charge 
the crime upon the Pedobaptists. If this, Sir, be straight 
sailing, what can be crooked? Must we not, Sin, sup 
pose, that a person finds it v ery difficult to justify, his 
conduct, who will adopt such ea eR methods? 


ve "Your’s 5 Se. 
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REV. SIR, | . 
i MUST add, 


8. I fear to take ground - on which I must urge the ~ 
prevalence of my di istinguishing sentiments as proof of 
their reétitude. © 

The absurdity of this argument I endeavored to show 
in my “ Impartial Inquiries respecting the progress of the 
Baptist denomination.” But I find, as absurd as it is, 
that it is still urged by your brethren ; and even’ by a 
Doctor in Divinity, I must therefore address to you a 
few observations on this point. 
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If the prevalence of your peculiar sentimietits may be 
admitted as proof of their rectitude, it must be for this 
reason, viz. that in tls sinful world nothing but éruth 
can be thus prevalent. fit be as common for error to 
prevail as it is for truth, then neither truth nor error can 
be known by their prevalence—But if it be your opmion 
that the prevalence of a sentiment is an évidencé of its 
éruth, to act consistently with this opimion, you must 
admit into your system of truth every sentiment that is 
prevalent in the world. And must not this, Sir, be a 
very complex and heterogeneous system ? 

If you believe that the prevalence of your peculiar sen- 
timents is an evidence that they are accordmg to truth, 
why do you not admit the same plea in favor of the pe- 
culiar sentiments of the Methodists,: and incorporate 
their sentineents into your system ? The Methodists 
urge the same plea in their favor, and with as much rea- 
son as it is urged by your denomination, . 

Besides, Sir, if it be your seriows belief that the preva- 
lence of your sentiments is an evidence of their truth, how 
comes it to pass that you dare to reject and ridicule the 
sentiments of the Pedobaptists ? Their sentiments have 
been, and still are, vastly more prevalent than yours. 

Must it not, Sir, be true, that in urging this plea the 
jJeaders of your denomination have been remarkably de- 
duded, or verily dishonest ? Has not this plea often been 
urged by those who saw its fallacy, merely for the sake 
of making proselytes? And have you not, Sir, reason 
to fear that thousands have been persuaded to become 
Baptists by this fallacious and delusive dream? I dare 
not, Sir, venture my soul on such ground. 

Perhaps, Sir, I might, without great impropriety, sug- 
gest to you that I fear to take ground on which I should 
be led to imagine that ad/ the world will soom be Bap- 
tists, because that myself and a few other noted characters 
have recently adopted the Baptist scheme. But. this F 
shall not urge,because I have a much more serious ground 


of fear to mention, Hence, ihe 
9. I seriously fear, Sir, to be in such a'situation, and © 
in such.a connexion, that I must cry “ persecution” un~ 


der the pressure of a fair and jusié represen ‘of my 


own conduct, or the conduct of my 
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In my “ Impartial Inquiries” respecting the progress 
of your denomination, I very freely and candidly ad- 
mitted that, in some instances, the imprudence of Pe- 
dobaptists had given too much ground for the Baptist cry 
of persecution. I am still willing to admit the same, 
But I think it my duty te declare it to you, as my serie 
ous belief, that your cry of persecution has often been 
iaised under the pressure of most serious and just repre- 
sentations of improper conduct. 

Permit me, Sir, on this particular to deal very plain- 
ly. Do not many preachers of your denomination very 
frequently act the part of aggressors and invaders ; en- 
ter our societies in an insidious manner, and trample on 
the rights and the feelings of Pedobaptist Ministers and 
churches? Do they not, as though they possessed the 
power of absolution, induce many to a violation of sacred 
civil contracts and solemn religious covenants ? Have 
they not, in many instances, done all in their power to 
excite a prejudice in the minds of people against godly 
Ministers and humble Christians ? And when these. ir- 
regular, insidious and abusive proceedings have been 
fairly, justly and seriously represented by way of reproof 
or warning, have not many Baptists on ‘such oc- 
casions immediately resorted to their cry of “ persecu- 
tion,” to divert the attention of people from the impro- 
priety of their own conduct, to excite a prejudice against 
their faithful reprovers, and to make proselytes to their 
own party? 

In my next I shall give you an allegorical illustration 
of some of my views. But if there be nothing of a pub- 
lic nature to which it will apply, the allegory will be in- 
explicable to all but the writer. 

Your’s,. &c. 


{—________ ___} 


LETTER X. 


REV. SIR, 


__ ACCORDING to promise, I am now to give you an 
allegorical illustration. ; 

There was aman in the land of Freedom, whose name 
was Isaac. He was a good and upright man, and’ one 
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who feared God, and sought his glory. ‘Having the re: 
quisite qualifications, he undertook the business of 3 
shepherd. Disdaining all clandestine proceedings, by fair 
and honorable means he obtained a flock of more than 
three hundred sheep. The welfare of his flock was near 
to his heart, and to the care of them he devoted his time 
Land from his fiéck he expected an annual support for 
himself and his family. 

After a few years, Ishmael, a native of the same 

country; also undertook the business of a shepherd. But 
ingtead of going where a flock might be had by honor- 
able means, he cast his eye on the flock of Isaac. ‘ea 
by observation, or information, he found that some in 
Viduals of the flock seemed to be uneasy and. inclined to 
‘ramble. They were often seen ata distance from the 
rest of the flock, and appeared to be looking for some 
opening in the fence, through which they might creep. 
With these, Ishmael soon began to familiarize himself ;. « 
und after a few days, he made a breach in the fence, and 
enticed them to follow him out of the inclosure. He, 
however, allowed them frequently to teturn and associ- 
ate with the flock, in hope that others would be induced 
to follow their example. By such a course of conduct, 
with other arts which he employed, he gained a consid- 
erable number of Isaac’s sheep. And, not at all asham- 
ed of the course he had adopted, he publicly advertized 
the number he had gained, and seemed to glory -. his 
acquisition. 
“Though Isaac was a prudent and candid man, he was 
hot destitute of feeling, nor afraid to bear testimony 
&gainst such dishonest and znstdious conduct. He, there- 
fore, remonstrated against the conduct of Ishmael, and 
represented it as dishonorable, and beneath the dignity 
of a Christian. 

As soon as the rernonstrance came to the ears of Ish- ~ 
mael, he set up the cry of persecution. He afhrmed, 
that he was treated just as Christ and his Apostles were 
treated: and seemed to glory in it, that he was aecounts 
ed worthy to suffer for righteousness sake. From the 
circumstance of his being thus persecuted, he undertook 


to prove that he was a humble follower of C ‘an 
that his principles and conduct were accordi € uns 
erring Oracles of truth. ee Cm 
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‘Almost: every thing which Isaac did, or that he ne- 
glected to do, which had a tendency to secure the rest of 
his flock frotn being insnared by Ishmael, was made a 
ground for the cry of persecution. One instance of this 
may be mentioned. | 

Isaac had in his inclosure a fold where he statedly fed 
his flock. When he went to the fold, the sheep of their 
own accord came to be fed. After Ishmael had obtained 
a part of the flock, and found that the remainder were 
shy of him, he, with professions of respect for Isaac, 
and great-love to his flock, ma¢le an offer of his service 
to go with Isaac to the fold, and to feed the sheep at his 
own expense. Isaac had discernment enough to see the 
object of this proposal,and pradence and firmness enough 
to reject it. But this rejection of the proposal of Ish- 
mael was deemed sufficient ground for bitter and loud 
ai: 


Thus, Sir, I have given you the allegory: and per- 
mit mé to ask, whether you ever saw or heard any thing 
like the conduct of Ishmael? Or do you need Joseph 
or Daniel for an interpreter? 

I will not, Sir, make use of reproachfal epithets, but 
I will seriously ask you what epithets you would use to 
characterize such a man as Ishmael, or to denominate 
his conduct? As capable, Sir, as I am of feeling pain, 
and as timid as I am by nature, my feelings do not re- 
volt so much at the thought of éurning at the stake, as at 
the thought of following the example of Ishmael. 

Your's, &e. 


LETTER XI. 
REV. SIR, 


IN the preceding letters I have exhibited the princi- 
pal reasons which have operated in my mind to prevent 
my embracing yir theory and adopting your practice. 

While writing, it was my aim, on the one hand, to 
make my representations in so plain a manner as to be 
fairly understood, and, on the other, to avoid every 
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degree of misrepresentation, either in respect to senti- 
ment or practice. And, ona careful review of what I 
have written, I cannot find that I have, in any particular, 
deviated from my purpose. 

But I wish it to be distinctly understood, that in what 
I have written, which implicates blame or tmproper con- 
duct, it was not meant to be applied to all your denomin- 
ation indiscriminately ; but only to those who are. charge- 
able with the things implied or represented. For many 
of the Baptist denomination I still feela cordial respect, 
and view them as brethren and sisters in the Lord. And 
indeed, Sir, I am not without hope, that many of those 
whose conduct has been implicated as blameable, are 
good people, though led astray by party zeal and prepos- 
sessions. I am, Sir, far from any inclination to denounce 
you all as the enemies of Christ, by calling you “ Anti- 
christ.” T hope I have so far learned Christ, as not to 
render reviling for reviling. 


I may with propriety add, that it has been painful to 
me to have occasion to imply such a degree of blame in 
writing on the conduct of professed Christians. Happy 
should I have been to have had nothing to oppose, but 
your sentiment on infant baptism. But improper con- 
duct of an habitual and public nature, is as properly a 
subject of animadversion as error in sentiment. I have 
therefore taken the liberty to suggest for your consider- 
ation some things which, in my view, are highly improp- 
er, and which.ought to be corrected. But if, in so doing, 
{ have indulged and manifested any bitterness of spirit, 
in this I am inexcusable, and for this am justly repre- 
hensible. But, Sir, I think you will be sensible, after 
proper attention, that I have restricted my animadver- 
sions to such conduct as is generally known, and capable 
of the most substantial and abundant proof. ' 

But should I be convinced by you, or any other per- 
son, that I am chargeable with having injuriously mis- 
represented the views, or the practice, of any writer, or 
preacher, or others of your denomination, you may be 
assured that I shall frankly retract it, if my life should 
be spared for a sufficient length of time; and that, I 
shall not prove myself a false witness by REPUBLISHING 
any maisrepresentatizns alter I am convinced that they 
are false and znjurigus. 


LETTER XI. 27 


‘Tn respect to the allegory of Isaac and Ishmael, it 
may be proper for.me to observe, that it was not intend- 
ed to characterize the two denominations as such, nor all 
the Ministers of either denomination. It was intended 
to he applied only where it may be found applicable. The 
name of Ishmael was not introduced for the purpose of 
reproach. Iam not aware that any evidence exists by 
which it can be proved that Ishmael, the son of Abra- 
ham, was nota godly man. But as you reject the co- 
venant made with Abraham, which was established with 
Isaac, while we adhere to that covenant as implying all 
the grounds of our hope, I will not deny that this circum- 
stance had influence with me in adopting the names of 
Isaac and Ishmael. Nor will I pretend, that, while writ- 
ing the allegory, I was so perfectly blind as not to dis- 
cern some glimmerings of correspondence between the 
conduct I was describing, and the character of Ishmael 
as given by the spirit of prophecy. 

But what, Sir, have I reason to expect from your 
people in return for these just and dispassionate repre- 
sentations? If I am to form my expectations on the 
ground of past experience and careful observation, must 
I not expect to be loaded with repfoach, and vilified as a 
persecutor ? and that some, who prefess to be children 
that will not lie, will make most abusive misrepresenta- 
tions of what I have written? Such treatment Ido not 
expect from all of your denomination who may read 
these Letters. Some of them I have no doubt will ac- 
knowledge the representations to be lamentably just and ° 
important. But I fear that many others will adopt a 
very different course. And this, Sir, I fear far less on 
my own account than on theirs. I shall probably soon 
be out of the reach of benefit from applause, or of injury 
from reviling. But, Sir, it is a serious thing to despise 
reproof. For we have explicit warrant to say that “ He 
that hateth reproof shall die.” 

That the spirit of reviling has been too much indulged 
hy both denominations, I have no inclination to deny. 
It is a sin which, at the present day,greatly abounds in our 
Jand ; and, perhaps, more than any other vice, threatens 
the ruin of our nation. It appears to be a sin which very 
easily besets almost all classes of people. It is a sin which 
is generally concomitant with all disputes or controver- 
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sies, whether civil, pallitcal, or eligi There are 
however, but few vices more frequently and ‘more de- © 
cidedly spoken against in the Scriptures. 

But serious, dispassionate, and just representations of 
blameable conduct, of a public nature, spoken. or-written 
by way .of reproof to the guilty, and warning to others, 
do not properly fall under the denomination of reviling 
or slander ; though, by.those who cannot bear to be rep 
proved, they. are often thus denominated. . « .) + 

Nothing, perhaps, i is more direct evidence of a selfish 

heart, or a party. spirit, or unwillingness to come to the 
light, than for a person, when candidly and seriously 
reproved, to denominate such reproof railing or slander. 
Every humble Christian is willing to come to the light, 
that his deeds may be reproved. He is.willing to be 
told his faults, and to have the faults of his brethren laid 
fairly before them. . He will not, when reproved, im- 
mediately fly into a passion, nor resort to the- practice of 
reviling, nor to the cry of persecution. But he -will en- 
ter into a serious inquiry respecting the justness of the 
reproof.. So far as he finds himself guilty, he will hum- 
ble himself, confess his faults, and amend his ways ; and 
he will use his influence to have his brethren receive and 
treat the reproof in a Christian manner... For a person, 
when justly and solemnly reproved, to. attempt to. excite 
a Aue-and-cry against the reprover, may be. considered 
as both an evidence of guilt and a proof of impenitency. 
_ Permit me, Sir, to entreat you to.receive.what I have 
written, in such a mannet as to evince that I have rebuk- 
ed a wise man, and not to evince that Lhave reproyeda . 
scorner. And you have my full consent to use the same 
freedom which Ef have indulged, to represent the faults 
of the denomination to which I belong ; thatis, any faults 
which are equally common and of apublicnature, Itis 
very probable that I may be, in a degree, blinded as to 
my own faults, and the faults of those with whom I am. 
connected. ButJ hope, Sir, that. I can with some sin- 
cerity say, “ Let the, righteous smite me, it shall be a 
kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excel- 
lent oil which shall not break my head : for yetmy prayer 
also shall be in their calamities.” 5 dig, 

But when I consider that some, for whom 0 ave had 

an affectionate regard, have come forward, in the 
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heat of their zeal, have denounced the whole Pedobaptist 
‘church, in all ages, as belonging to “Antichrist,” I can- 
not but be amazed. at the blinding influence of party 
prejudice ; nor can I but entertain a jealousy of my own 
heart, and a fear that something of this blinding nature 
has had undue influence’ in dictating what I have writ- 
ten. Should this be found to be true, I shall have deep 
cause of humiliation before God and man. It behoves 
me to look to Him who knoweth all things, and to say, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and 
know my thoughts :” and if there be any of this blinding 
leaven within me, “ purge me, and make me clean.” — 
Save me from whatever may wound thy cause, injure 
thy friends, or dishonor thy name ; and cause me to do 
unto others only as I would that they should do un- 
to.me. ; 

Now, dear Sir, with, as I hope, real and fervent de- 
signs.for your best good ; for the peace and prosperity 
of Zion; for more real and apparent union among all the 
members of Christ’s body ; and with assured expecta- 
tion of meeting you and all the Baptist denomination at 
the tribunal of God, [I bid you a solemn and affectionate 
FAREWELL. +: 


NOAH WORCESTER, 
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Date Due 


LIBRARY RULES 


No book may be taken from the library 
without being charged to the borrower. 
Borrowers are responsible for any dam- 
age done to the volumes while in their 
possession and are expected to make 
good all losses. 


(a) Reserve Books may be borrowed 
for a period of two hours. In case no 
call has been made in the interval, books 
may be renewed for a second two hours. 
(Where there is only one copy, book 
must be used in the library.) 

(b) Reserve books taken at 10 p. m. 
Mondays to Fridays are due at 9 a. m. 
the next morning. A reserve book taken 
from the library at 12m. Saturday is due 
at 9 a. m. the following Monday. 
Books not on reserve may be drawn from 
the library for two weeks and may be 
renewed once for the same period, except 
one-day books. 

A fine of two cents a day will be charged 
on each book which is not returned ac- 
cording to the above rule. 
MAGAZINES ARE NOT to be taken 
from the library without the special 
permission of the librarian. 


